-

‘with the guesti

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

THE REFORM OF HUMANITY.

well-meaning
lhlo\ugh?t!l‘:iu:eople are mentally dls-
turbed over the increasing crimioality
shown by current publicatious. They
are carting about for remedier, but
are unable to iz upon anythiug feasi-
ble, except it be tv recommeuda under
lht; mistaken ides thatit is new, some
plan that hae been tried times without
oumber.
received o circular trom
lht‘:v;’orl}g":sezidvanotd Thought, of Po"}
land, Qregon, which proposes to dea
y on of the lii;forl:irmtion
ftvo.n wide a8 weil 85 Imju Ir-
10;11:] l;?:t‘:j:::::}: e!'na introductory por-
tion of the leailet ie devoled to & altari:;.
meut of belief thal this reform |:ri.1uiad t;
brought uboutl Iargely by individua
self-reform. Lt peemns Lo be unuecess;;;'y
t lay dowan such a propoeition BB!. this,
because its correctness ie Beif-e\; deuit.
Apart from individual eJorts reform le
an jm ppseibiliLy. To rearon otherwise
would amount (o &n assumption Lh::
mag is & mere machine Whic:h c:n s
changed and operated S ouo\:;or
operations exolueively. nﬁ e W X
improvement exteroal o u:nce?lh e
unavalling uule;a:mthey meet w B
3 w o.
'eﬁ?ﬁﬂggm renmble part of the oln--
cujlar comes tgle following set of reeolu-
tions: . e )
£ That we, the undersigned,
cong‘iaf:glgegﬁrselves lnulJ a'Sogle_lr{l tnm-
Self-Reform, to try (o live in barmony
w ife.
i";llax‘,:slclﬂved, That
8o guard our though
evolve good onei?i

we shall endeavor lo
ts, that we shall ooly
that we will neither

ak ill of another, no matt?r
ill:)i:'k ?:aii Ec'aprovcmnl.ion; and that wo
will sg[rive paxsismnl]y to be tho embodi-

ood will, )
"}‘Illnitgso far as lies within

ve will not leave any effort
ggfrri):d‘ft::o\r 9let nn onorlunuy pass to
help our fellow belngs. ) ~
i1 be observed that although in-
dhlrti'dv:;l]l effort ie ipeleted upon as thq:
ohief factor in hum2an reform, exteroa
asslatance ia recognized 83 8 necchiary
part of the Pprocess, thie Jatler |1.)el.ng
almed at by the formation of svolelies
the members of which have a mu-
tual object. BY assuciaiion they are
placed in a position to aid each other to
attsju the end In view.

We hope the projectors of this movT.
ment do not claim that their pro oel-
tion has any noovel fei}lure_connected
Christianity is peither more

mont of love
“Resolved,

with it.
than r eyetem whiolh brings
:lr:)t:)l:ﬁ:y internal individual forces

jnfluences to pl;c:lducle
eformativn. And beside it
:ll;jema,::ierme of the Wurid’s A'dvanoed
Thought ales lnto insignificance.
The methed instituted by Jesus 1o-
cludes the applicaticn of divine as well
as exlernal individual sesistance in the
work of personal reform. This higher
ajd geems to be igoored in the plan
enuncinted by our Oregon frlend?.
When epeaking of Christlanity we
mean the genoine article, embodyiug
the prinociple of personal self-encrifice,
which hud ite perfect embodiment in
Chriet; and the organization aod
divine suthorily necesssry Lo carry on
the work of renderiug external aesist-
ance to the individual. No system Is
entitled to be called Qhristisn o the
full senee unjess 1t poscesses dlvine au-
tborization nnd is organized officinliy,

and externsl

with the funetions of each officer olenar-
Iy deflned; it must also be character-
lzed by (he possession of apiritual
power.  These were features which
dirtinguished the Church eatablished
under the personal supervision of
Christ aud His ohosen representalives
telected by Himself.

These charncleristics also belong to

the Church of Jesue Chriet of Lalter-
day Bainte, When: the mem-
bere  of that association fail to

exhibit a high degree of moral re-
form, suoh a eituation is the resuls of a
tallure to apply the principles which
are embruced by the syastem. The
forces are within if, and one of its re-
quirements is individual reform, which
in pimaply another way of defining per-
sonal repentunce of wrong dolog of
every kind.

We nre in symyathy with all pegple
who are exerctsed in relutlon to the
growlng necessity of the times for in-
dividual and general reform. We see
no other means of avotdiog a perilous
future eltuation for the race. We ex-
pect the duy to come when the world
will recognize the fact that the Lutler-
day Bainte have a great miselon to ac-
complish in the work of regeuerating
the human race. The elements of suc-
ceea for the attaloment of this result
are within their graap.

—_—,

THE IDAHO TEST OATH.

THE ldaho politiclans seem to be in
earnyest about breakiong down the
barrier which is ino the way of the
**Mormoun’ oitizens of that Biate to the
polie.  First, the Republican Btute
Convention reeolved lo move for the
repeat of the obnoxious test oath at the
oext eesslon of the Legisluture. Thep
the Democratio Blate Conveation
adopted a pimllsr resolution and, fur-
ther, protiounced the test path uncon.
atitutional and declured io favor of
testing the matter io the courls, On
Haturday Republicans at Paris, Bear
l.ake Couunty, took the inftlativeby
making a test caes with a view (o the
immediate determinntlon of the igsue.

A “‘Mormou” oitizen aspplled f(or
regiatration, wus tendered the test
oath, and refused to tuke so much of it
ap was added to the provieion of the
[dabo Couslitutlon. he registrar de-
olived to reglster bim, whereupon sult
was nl once enlered, we :uppose by
applicatlon for a mendamus to compel
the officer to register the appicant.
Thie will bring the case before the
Distrtict Court and the question
ot the validity of the oath
will be argued. If the Court degides
agaiost the oath, o all probability the
““Mormon? voters will register uod
vote, as It is not likely that the regis-
trar will earry the case farther, Ir it
ls deeided lo fuvor of the outh, an ap-
peal will doubtless be taken to the
higher couits untll the guestion js
flually settled. .

Ap both polftical purties are desirous
that **Mormon” citizens shall now ex-
vroiee the suflrage, it ia reasonsble lo
suppose that the matter will be imme-
diately ad)udicated. Nelther party
will. care to figure as am obstruotion,
The ‘*Mormon® vote is waunted by
both, and the party leadera who nre
bidding for it willacarcely risk their
chaoces by appearing as a hindrance
to ‘*Mormoun’’ political emnancipation.

However, it will be found that the
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nearly solld vote of the Ldaho **Mor-
mouns” Ie a thing of the past, no matter
how much some of them may be influ-
vnoed by parly actlon 1o relerence
to the test pDow bLelog made,
if the case Is carried up by either
party to the suit, from the Court which
vow has It oo file, tbe ‘‘Mormon”
citizens of [dabho will not be likely to
cast their  votes in  November,
aod will most likely take dJdue nolice
of the power that prevents them
from exercislog that privilege.

THE DELSARTEAN PHILOSOPHY.

‘T Delsartean wave has struck
Utah. Mr. Edmund Russell, known
as “Prince of Delaarteans,” ie sojoutn-
ing in thie city. He has already de-
fivered two lectures, or,as he prefersto
characterize them, ““tulke,”” and will;
during the ourrent week, deliver a
perieea of three others. RBesides Mr.
Ruesell there are Lwo or threc otheraio
Salt Lake who profees themselves ex-
poundets of the famous Frenchwau’s
philoeophy, and we are lntormed thata
iady frum the East, who ig nlso an en-
thusaistic dieciple of Desariean art,
contemaplates a visit here in the near
futute.

Delsarte wus born in 1811 io the
porth of France. Hla early life was
one of misery and euflering. He
gravilated to Parls when a chlld, and
it is said tbat a ragpicker noticing
what appeared to be 3 bundle of rags
protrudiug from & sno% bank in one of
the Parls parke, inserted his hook Io
the bumnidle spu fished oul a human
veing. It was young Delearte. The
ragplicker sided the embryo philoso-
pher.

Delsarte had a epecial taste for
m seie, and pursued e oultivation un-
der great difflcnittes. He departed from

he nccepted canpus of the musjcal mas
tersof his time. Hesucceeded, afler n
nard struggle with opera mansgers and
theatre direotors,to obtain & place be-
fore the footlights, snd {n his first
eff it made a name. In time he be-
came the idol of Paris, where he dled
during tbe Fraoco-German war io
1871,

Many yeara of Delearte’s life were
devoted to lovestigating the principles
underlying all art and expreesion. He
founded a syitem of philosophy for the
guldance of thoee who would muke the
hody, volce and gesture render the
highest service to thesoul aod mind.
In expression he held the essentiale to
be polse, gesture annd_srticulation, and
that these are the exlernal evidences
of internal conditlons. He did not be-
jleve lo eawing the alr with the hands,
nor in tearing a passion to tattera with
his toogue. His definition of art in as
foliowe:

“Art ia at once the knowledge, the pos-
session and the free direction of the
agegts, by virtue of which are reveoaled
thelite, the mind and (he soul. Artis
oot an imitation of nature. It elevates
in that it idealizes nature.?’

#To each aplritual function responds a
fonction of the body. Toeach graud
function o1 the body correspouds A
spiritoal act.”

The Delsartean philosophy embraces
the whole of human life, the r_noral,
physical, mental, intellectual, spiritual
and ethical, It aims at perfeclion in
plysical strugture as well a8 excellence
in art, oratory aud sclence.



