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I can say amen to what bf. Pratt has just
gaid. I think I can with propriety say to
him and a great many of the Eldersof Israel
that they may dismiss those little doubts that
br. Pratt has spoken of in regard to proving
faithful. You who are in the Church and
have been a long time faithful, the Lord will
never suffer to so fall away that you cannot
be saved. I hardly know of a man who has
been in the Chureh fifteen, twenty, or twenty
five years and longer, but what had better be
thankful that that time is past, and not wish
to live it over again, for fear they would not
do as well. True, some of the brethren have
taken miss-steps, have dealt amiss in som
instances, and have not done so well as they
could had they lived so as to have known
more; but I am satisfied with them, if they
will continue to learn and improve upon their |
gifts and become perfect, otherwise I shall |
not be satisfied, neither with myself ner with |
my brethren the Elders of Israel. The know-
ledge we now have in our possession is suffi-
cient to guide and direct us step by step, day
by aay, until we are made perfect before the
Lord our Father., If we do not take a course
to sanctify the Lord God in our hearts and
attain to perfection, I do not intend to be satis-
fied either with myself or any one who comes
short of this.

When [ came into the meeting br. Pratt
was speaking upon the principle of covetous-
ness, which is idolatry. Thisis a matter that
ought to be understood, though it is as impos-
sible to make those understand who are not
seeking to know, as it is to make blind people
understand the difference between colors. It
is a hard matter to so bring some to their
understanding that they will comprehend,
recollect, and practice correct principles.
Preaching the word to Saint or sinner is of |
but little moment, unless there is a place in
the hearts of the hearers to receive it, other-
wise it is to them like sounding brass and a
tinkling cymbal. To enjoy the light and
power of the Holy Ghost,day by day, is pray-
ed for by br. Pratt, but the preacher does not
need it any more than the hearers. The
preacher needs the power of the Holy Ghost
to deal out to each heart a word in due season,
and the hearers need the Holy Ghost to bring
forth the fruits of the preached word of God
to his glory.

We need not refer to the traditions of the
fathers, with regard to the manifestation of

the covetousness we see so much ofj DbEEI“FE1

the customs and habits, not of the fathers, but
of the children, our brethiren and sisters here.
We see men from twenty years up to old age
who are entirely overcome by their desire to
obtain gold. It is asserted that there are
75,000 people at Pike’s Peak. What business
have they there? Simply to worship the god
of this world; he was said to be there, and
they flocked there to worsbip him. A little
rold dust was found near Pike’s Peak, the
golden god—the god of this world—was hoist-
ed, and what is theresclt? Priests and people,
the old and young, rich and poer, wise and
foolish, noble and ignoble are all running after
this god.

Are all who profcss fo be Latter Day Saints
entirely free from this mammon worship? No.
You have heard ‘““oppression’ sounded from
Maine to Texas, from Texas to California,
then to Washington Territory, in the British
Provinces in America, in England, and all
over the world, “great oppression in Utah!”
tecause we exhorl the people not to be such
fools a3 to run after the golden image; and
sometimes we tell them that we will eut them
off from the church, if they do. This has
caused this great outery. Some who have
come here this season expressly to enjoy the
rriﬁl&ze of their religion, are not satisfied,
ut want to go where there is more money.
Money is their god. Go, go after it and wor-
ship it asmuch as you please,and trouble us
not. Go your way rejoicing as much as you
can, but yonwill have sorrow in that course.
Instead of bettering your condition, you will
make it a great deal worse, Your spirits will
sink into darkness and wretehedness, and you
will go your way mourning instead of re-
joicing.

It is reported that thousands of persons will
soon be on Strawberry creek, a little east of
the South Pass, What are they after? Some
one, theysay,has found sand with a little
gold dust in it there is their god again, and
hosts are running after it. The world is after
ri¢hes, riches is the god they worship. It is
4 marve] that they do not discover the empti-
ness of earthly riches, when hundreds are
going out like a candle burnt down in the
socket, We know that we are here, and how
soon we shall go hence we know not. Per-
haps some of us may be called from this life
before to-morrow morning, and some perhaps

y | fin

‘their gold piled around them, with no

' greatest of all comforts are the words of eter- |

(identity before our God—though this is not

* We have the real wealth here.
not much gold and silver here, but we have the |

Lefore sunset will pass into the t world.
But that does not legsen the appetite for gold, !

I do not know that a miser’s appetite for gold
would be lessened in the least degree, if he
knew that he would be required to leave it
to-morrow, f,
Such riches ean g've no real enjoyment;
there is no happiness in gold, not the Jeast. It
is very convenient, as an article of exchange,
in Iurchaaing what we need; and instead of
ing comfort and happiness in gold, yon
exchange it to obtain happiness, or that which
may conduce toit. Thereis no real wealth in
Eold. People talk about being wealthy—ahout
eing rich—but place the richest banking
company inthe world upon a barren rock with
C possible
chance of exchanging if, and destitute of the

creature comforts, and they would be poor in-
‘deed,

Where then is their joy, their comfort, |

their great wealth? They have none.

will have to ride over my faith. No doubt
many of the Elders are hunting to find gold;
I was going to say that I wouvld rather they
would ﬁud hell, for they would if they found
gold. Every man that prays to find it here,
virtually prays that the devil may have power
over the kingdom of God to destroy it from the
earth. Perhaps some of these very men will

'ship.
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as we are, we would not call them heathen.—
The civilized world term those heathen who
do not follow their customs, who are not edu-
cated as they are, and who do not worship ae-
cording to the modern Christian form of wor-
Without doubt, much of the display
and pretended knowledge and wisdom that’

‘were presented to the Japanese visitors,by the

give a sixpence, shilling, or a dollar to the
Elders who are going out to preach. Such
men know no more than those Elders who go
out on missions to gather gold to administer
to their nonsensical appetites; but it goes from
them, and they know not where it goes.
Every Saint shou!d understand that the
Lord will bring forth to us the gold, when we

senators, representatives, and great men of

‘our nation, were offensive to them, and per-
‘haps they looked upon the inhabitants of the

United States as a poor, miserable, degraded,
abominable people—not fit to live upon the
earth. Pass from Japan to China, then to In-
dia, then westerly across Asia, and proba-
bly those people view our nation in much the

need it. We now want shoes, boots, hats, bon-
nets, dresses, coats, food, and comfortable

same light. ~And when you arrive in the
Christian nations, they esteem themselves

‘houses, to enable us to live long on the earth, | wiser and far in advance of those they eall

What constitutes health, wealth, joy, and with wisdom to know how to use all creature | heathen,

peace? In the first place, good, pure air is
the greatest sngtainer of animal life. Other\
elements of life we can dispense with for a
time, but this seems to be essential every
moment; hence the necessity of well ventilated
dwelling houses—especially the rooms occu-
pied for sleeping. Yon can live without
water and food longer than you can without
air, and water is of more importance than
meat and bread. In what then consists vouar
riches? In being comfortably elad, comfort-
ably sheltered, and suitably provided with |
food. Gold, where those eomforts could not
be obtained, would avail nothing. But the

nal life; they also comprise the greatest of|

all riches. The greatest riches that can|
be bestowed upon man is eternal life—the
power to sustain ourselves, and preserve our

esteemed riches by the world. You may as-

semble such men as Dick Turpin of England,

comforts.

‘The means which you donate for sup
ing our missions shall be entered in the book
of the Law of tlie Lord, that the record there-
of may go down to your posterity. It will
not be put into our pockets, nor used for other
purposes, at least not with my knowledge
or consent. 1 shall throw this business into
the hands of the Bishops. The good bighop
will get a liberal donation, while the others
will not get much, ¢As is the priest; so are
the people;” and as is the Bishop, so is his
Ward, Let the Bishops commence at the n-

The women in Christendom can not sucecess-

Enrt- fully compete, in spinning and weaving, with

‘those in the East Indies and some other heath-
en nations. And arts and science, in the so-
called heathen nations, in many respeects ex-

'eel the attainments of the Christian nations,

Then pass in review the ancient heathen na-
tions,examine their architecture and their oth-
er productions in the mechanical departments,
‘as to this day exhibited in their works and
ruins, and all the boasted knowledge of Christ-
endom in those branches fades in comparison.
The civilized world have a tolerably good un-

termission, to receive donations, and continue |derstanding of the art of navigation, but fath-

80 to do until a week from to-night. With
these means we expect to send the Elders
directly to their fields of labor.

It is my businessto cotrol the disbursements
of the tithing paid by the Saints, and not the
business of every Elder in the kingdom who
thinks the tithing belongs to Lim. In the
English mission, where comparatively but lit-

Joaquin of California, and Joseph C. Hare of | tle wag done, fifty four thousand dollars of the
the United States, and let them hoist the golden | tithing money has been expended by the El-

flag, and you will see priest and people run-
ping after them; and they will call them fine

gentlemen, give them of their substance, and

their daughters to wives.

We have

Eund, fine .flour,

: Eund wheat, horses, cattle,
eef, pork, vegeta

ies, fruit, sheep, and wool,

and good wives to manutacture the wool into |

clothing. This is real wealth. This people
is a rich people; we are the wealthiest people,
in what constitutes true wealth, and in pro-
portion to our number, there is in any other
part of our country—we have the comforts of
life,

I will now inform the Latter Day Saints in
this Territory that I wish them to fit out our
missionaries, who are going into the wotld to

reach, with means to go to their fields of la-

or, and then sustain their families while they
are gone. That is the text I wish to lay be-
fore the people; if [ do not preach upon it this
morninz, I may this afternoon, 1 was with
the Bishops last Thursday evening, and 1 re-
quested them to notify the brethren to come
here prepared to donate their half eagles,
cagles, fifty dollar pieces, horses, mules,
wagons, wheat by the twenty and hundred
bushels, and other available means, that
we may send these brethren away rejoicing;
and then we will give them a promise that we
will provide for their families after they are
gone, so far as they are unable to provide for
themselves.

You may inquire, “what has happened? Is
there anything new under the sun? Are the
church and kingdom of God becoming differ-
ent from what they were?” All this can be
explained to you, only give us time, [ think
that the bre.iren were required to go and
preach ““without purse and scrip,”” and that is
what I am now trying to get them to do, to go
“without purse and scrip,” and not beg the
poor Saints to death. F.el: us support the
Elders, instead of making the poor do it. We
are able to send these men out to preach the
gospel, and they may go ““without purse or
serip.” It may be asked, “what do you say

|

to the following words «f Paul?” “Yea, ye
yourselves know that these hands have min-|
istered unto my necessities and to them that
were with me. 1 have showed you all things,
how that so laboring ye onght to support the |
weak, and so remember the words of the Lord
Jesus, how he said,” “it is more blesged to
give than to receive.”” When the Elders are
on missions, I want them to let speculation
alone. I call trading, begging, and borrowing
and Jaying plans to come home wealthy,
speculation. The Elders of Israel have not
magnified their callings as they should have
done. Had they known things as they really
are, and seen them as they are in the bosom
of eternity, they would rather have suffered
their right hands to be cut off, or their heads
to be severed from their bodies, than do as
some have done.

“The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness
thereof.” All the gold and silver are in the
hands of the Lord. When He is so disposed,
gold cannot be found; and when he is dispos-
ed, the surface of the earth is full of it. There
may be gold here, but to find it the persons

ders during the last two years. This has
been kept from my knowledge, until recently;
but 1 have now got hold of the rope, and 1 will
search out every secret act pertaining to this
matter. The money that has been spent on
those Elders ought tohave been used to gather
the poor and pay the debts previously con-
tracted in their emigration. Elders have ex-
pended hundreds of thousands of dollars of
chureh funds, and have left me hundreds of
thousands of dollars to pay. The motto of
many seems to have been, “not one cent will
we let the Trustee in Trust have, if we can
keep it out of his bands.” I am going to
search into this course, until it is stopped, It
is the business of the Elders to preach the
gospel and gather the poor. If they do not do
this, they will come home shorn of their
strength. You may wonder why I have not
sooner spoken of this. I could not get it in a
shape to do so until now. and have had to
groan under it. My counselors and immediate
associates know how I have felt, ever since
I have been in this valley, with regard to the
way in which the work is carried on abroad.

The Lord takes one man, whom he knows
to be just and righteous, and places in his
path an abundance of possessions—houses and
landg, cattle, and every good thing that can
be bestowed upon an individual—while many
of his brethren and neighbors around him im-
agine that he has obtained his possessions by
deeeiving, by oppressing the poor, and keeping
back the wages of the hireling, and they un-
dertake to get rich by dishonesty, This 1s the
case with many of the Elders of Israel, and
herein they make a great mistake. *“The
race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the
strong, nor riches to men of wisdom,” but to
those whom God favors. You may ask me

for proof of this; it is ready, were it wise to

produce it,

May the Lord bless you. Amen.

-—e

REMARKS

By President BRIGHAM YOUYG, Bowery, |
p. m , Seplember 16, 1850,

C—_

!
!
[REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.] I
|

In the forenoon, br.q_H‘nonr asked, “What
will not people do for gold?” | will answer
the question.  They will not serve God with a

ure heart; youn cannot hire them to do this.-~ { bundreds to profess to serve Go

f they serve God, it will be vy their own fipe
willand choice. Personscanbe hired to preach
for money, but it does not follow that such
preaching is doing God gervice,

As 1 mentioned this morning, when the god
of this world is hoisted, the priest from the
pulpit, the pious deacon, and the people wor-
ship at its shrine; all the churches and all the |
world ran after gold.

The arts and sciences are somewhat ad.
vanced among the Christian nations, but as to
a true knowledge of things as they are in eter-
nity, there never were nations more ignorant.
According to my definition of the word, a peo-
p'e are heathemsh that do not know things as
they ought; the Christian world, so called, are
heathens as to their knowledge of the salva-

i'l‘hey have had the
year after year, and have rejected it,

er Noah knew more about it than do all the
reariners now upon the earth. Abraham knew
more a.out astronomy and true philosophy
than does all christendom.  The civilized na-
tions know how to make machinery, put up
‘telegraph wires, &c., &e., and in nearly all
'branches, they are trying to eheat each other,
‘and finally they will learn that they have been
'cheating themselves for the golden god—the
mammon of this world.

The world is drunk, but rot with wine nor
strong drink; and our own country is the most
drunken of all. They are deluding themselves;
they are drunk with party fanaticism; they
are high minded, heady and senseless, and are
fast going to destruction. As br. Heber has
stated,the Lord Almighty will empty the earth
of the wickedness that {aa dwelt upon it for
go many hundreds of years; it will not be suf-
fered to dwell upon it much longer. The wick-
ed will go to their place, and the Almighty
will gather his Saints and raise up a people
who knew their right hands from their left,
which Christendom does not know, so far as
pertains to the plan of salvation.

Serve your God, but not for gold. Strive to
' be righteous, not for any speculation, but be«
'cause righteousness is lovely, pure, holy,beau-
tiful and exalting; it is designed to make the
soul happy and full of joy, to the extent of the
‘whole eapacity of man, filling him with light
glory and intelligence. If you cannot love it
for that, do not undertake to be righteous. A
man cannot be a Saint at the same time that
‘he loves sin and rolls it under his tongue as a
sweet morsel, any more than an Elder can do
‘good on a mission while his heart is set upon
‘riches—planning to bring home merchandize,
The Elders cannot accomplish both these
things at once, and in trying to do so they
‘have missed their aim, for they have neither
Et}t jiuh nor magnified their calling and priest-

ood.

I can say amen to what br. Ileber has said.
Those who now go forth upon missions will
feel more of the power of God than they ever
had, and will speak as men having authority,
asking no odds of the wicked. 1 said,in Nan-
voo, that we were going to leave our posses-
gions. We did so, and God has been and is
our helper, and is on our nght and left and
round about us like a wall of fire to defend
this people, it they serve him with an undivid-
ed beart., Will our enemies be saved? No.
ospel preached to them,
' What
are they? Coumparatively, nothing. Where
are they? ®No where. Who are they? No
body; and, as they ripen in iniguity, they will
depart (o the place prepared for them, and
be 7.3 though they had never been. Can

Ga 80 much as hire them to serve God? Nog
~ut go into the ¥ast Indies and Aynu can hire
, by paying
them so much a day. Christian ministers are
said to build up their churches there by hiring
the natives to be sprinkled and have their
names written in the church records. There
is a gentleman now in our city who has been
blamed by missionaries, both in Europe and
America, for writing the truth abont their
operations in Africas They had not made
as many converts as they had lost mission-
aries on the African soil.

We want the Elders of Israel to preach the
gospel without purse or scrip, and Lo trust in
God for their food, raiment and lodging. If
{nu have not a second shirt wi,thGyuu, do not

e fretting about it, but trust in God for some

! Eeraon to give you another, for you will not

ave anything without the Lord pleases, 1ei-

tion of God. If those mations that we eall
beathen were civilized as we are, intelligent’

ther food nor raimenty and what he wants you
(CONCLUDED ON PAGE 236.)



