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LEXINGTON AND CONCORD
fa

eftebhe sights and scenes in and
kokind old boston constitute a
I1tite Vaparadiseradise for the delver into revolu-
tionary archives the old state house
arm its interesting relics the old south
ebardt with its historical collections

hall with its inspiring mem-
ories the old north church where paul
Hereveresveree lanterns were hung copps
sillhill bunker hill the washington elm
weare aliiaall very near and very dear to the
american heart A visit to them is to
the enthusiastic american almost a

edans pilgrimage to his be-
loved mecca of all these histohistorical
scenes none are more interesting
or suggestive tban those connected with
the first engagement of the war the
battle of lexington and concord 1 I use
both names because there is to this day
a eortort of rivalry between the two old
towns as to which should be honored
as the place where the waxwar commenced
gla controversy which I1 shall not atempa
to settlebottle

it was my privilege in julyjudy last to
mendbend a day visiting with an experi-
enced guide all the points associated
with thishis historic battle and studying
it tota dowldetail my visit gave me so much
sew light on this episode in our coun
arys history that I1 think an account
of tt will add something to the average
readers knowledge of the momentous
events of april 19 1775 it is with such
a boope thatchiat this article Is written

the subject of a visit to the famous
battle place should be introduced by a
jarwarief account of the conditions which
produced the canfilat the americanAmeir lican
jcGAonkoniesls toadbad entered upon a course of
active opposition to the rule of england
sudand resistance to some of the laws im-
posed upon them this opposition the
mother country interpreted as rebellion
and proceeded to extreme measures to
pat it down among these measures
was the stationing of troops in what
we considered the most rebellious
plaices boston being the chief of these
some had occurred between
bee troops and the citizens of boston

among them the famous boston mas
capre of 1770 events subsequently de-
veloped so rapidly thatchat allaal hope of re-
conciliationconciliation waswaa loftblosl too much conces
kmgm was asked by the british and the

Anne ricans demanded more than eng-
landland was willing to granterrant therefore
it wasw but a matter of time for actual

to break out bothbath sides were
preparing torfor them the british sentbent
more troops to strengthen their hold on
boston and the american minute-
men were in readiness for a moments
con to armsams they were also collecting
gupsuppliesplies and military stores in different

around boston with the ulultimatetAmate
purpose ftff abbe course of eventsvente con-
tinued of attacking the british troops
4toldnd driving them out of that city it
wwwas the collection of some of these
toreseweg at concord which gave the boca
m torfor the famous baittle A brief ac

of the event will be given before
clew details are entered into

aie onan the night of april IS18 1775
eight hundred british troops

under colonel smith left boston to
march northwest some sixteen miles to

1 to destroy the patriots sup
phee anall attempt haid been made to
keep the movement a profound secret
but a little bird whispered it and the
americans determined to checkmatecheckmaite it
before general gageG age could give illshis or-
ders to prevent any person from leav-
ing the eltycity ebenezer dorr and paul

hadbed departed for lexington and
to warn john hancock and

adams whose capture was
contemplated and to arouse the minute-
men along the road the good old sex
tontoloflot the 1104old north church had axar
craftedrafted to haag signal lanterns inila its

ire to taloo m revere of the
intention of the british on the

otter aide of the river revere eagerly

awaited the signal instantly upon see-
ing it he mounted his horse and by
devious wayswaye and stealthy
eluded the briesh patrols along the
road and aroused the county of
middlesex to arms while the
sexton crept out of the back window
of the church and went to bed there to
be arrested tried and acquitted for
lackck of evidence reveres ride accom-
plished its purpose

it was a brilliantant april night the
winter had been unusually mild and
the spring very forward the hills
were already green the early grain 1

waved in the fields and the air was
sweet with blossomingblossoming orchards al-
ready the robins whistled the blue-
birds sang and the benediction of
peace rested upon the landscape un-
der the cloudless moon the soldiers
silently marched and paul revere
swiftly rode galloping through med-
ford and west cambridge rousing
every house as tiehe wontent spurring for
lexington and hancock and adams
and evading the british patrols who
had been sent out to stop the news
stop the news already the village
churches were beginning to ring the
alarm as the pulpits beneath them had
been ringing for many a year in the
awakening houses lights flashed from
window to window drums beat faint-
ly far away and on every side sig-
nal guns flashed and echoed the
watchdogswatch dogs barked stop the news
stop the sunrise the murmuring
nightt trembled with the summons so
earnestly expected so dreaded so de-
sired such was the history of that
night in how many homes the hearts
of those men and women of middlesex
might break but they could not waver
they had counted the cost they
knew what and whom they served and
as the midnight summons came they
started up and answered here am 1I

the troops had marched so slowly
as comparedoom pared with the rapidity of re-
veres ride that the minute men who
had been called out by him went back
to their houses after waiting a few
hours for the british at length the
drum beat was heard and at about
daybreak on april 19 some seventy
devoted americans assembled on lexi-ngton green and fazed the road along
which the troops were marching ftA
small body under major pitcairn be-
ing in the lead riding in front of his
men ordered the americans
to disperse they hesitated too few
to resist too brave to fly discharg-
ing his pistol pitcairn ordered his men
to fire their volley killed seven menmem
and wounded nine the survivors dis-
persed the british pressed on to con-

ordord two miles farther and destroyed
the stores they then attempted to
cross the concord river to the western
bank intending to capture or destroy
additional supplies here they were
met by the minute men of concord
each party fired a volley and two
were killed on each side the british
were forced hastily to retreat toward
boston it was during this retreat
that the greatest execution occurred
thiethe route of the troops was continually
harrharrsen sed by the rebels abo hidbid be-
hind rocks fences and trees and
poured in a galling fire As the brit-
ish reached the oldoad munroe tavern
they fell to the ground their tongues
hanging out of their mouths while
lord percy with cannon and rein-
forcementsfor from boston protected
them from their pursuers after re-
freshment and a few hours rest they
continued their retreat the pursuit be-
ing assiduously kept up until the brit
Ish crossed charlestownCharles town neck into bos-
ton a little after sunset in killed
wounded and missing they had lost
the americans 78 with this recital of
the events of the battle in mind the
reader can dundeiunderstandbatand the detailsde tails
which are to follow

early onan the morning otdf saturday
july 23 we took the electric car atcambridge harvard square and roterode
to arlington there wewa entered
barges capacious wagons and pro-

ceeded along the famous road AsA
we went we could almost imagine that
the same houses and fences wem
standing and the same trees shrubs
and grain growing which gladdened
the eyes of the revolutionary farmers
so quaint and picturesque is the region
and so suggestive of ye olden tyme 11

the country is typical of new england
being marked by rolling hills beauti-
ful foliage and rock bestrewn apoll
points of historic interest along the
road are designated by stone tablets
bearing appropriate inscriptions the
first place of this kind we reached waswad
the spot where benjamin wellington
a minutemanminute man was overtaken and dis-
armed by the british before they
relreachedached lexington he borrowed
anotherano ther gun however and took peapaitg
in the battle later in the day as alsaalaother battles of the war next we
reached the house of jonathan HAT
aringtonringtonring bonton the ia survivor of the battleof
27

lexington who died in 1854 march
but one of the most interesting

points on the road laIs the old munrotavern built in 1693 landand occupied lilin
1775 by major munroe of the Aineamerican
militia it is nowarow kept by his grandson a garrulous old gentleman who
delights in telling of the events oflexington on the of aprilmunroe hearing of the british advancethought that they were in search of0
hancock and adams who were in an-
other part of the ilagevillage he accord-ingly went to warn them leaving thetavern in charge of raymond the old
bartender on their return from con-
cord the BrIlbritishtish were met at this tav-
ern by gercys reinforcements and lay
down for a brief rest here a hospital
was improvised for their forty wounded
men and here also they were served
with drinks by old raymond not lik-
ing his customers the poor old fellofellowtv
tried to escape but was wantonlytonly shot
down in the rear of the building As
the troops left the tavern they at

i tempted to burn it but the fire was ex-
tinguished by its vigilant proprietor
the old place had a later interest too
washington rested there in 1789 and
the chair in which he sasatt I1IsssstilltilI1 lovloving-
ly

ing
and reverently preserved

farther north are tablets marking
the places where two of lord percy
heldfield pieces were stationed to check the
american purpursuitsult of the british troops
the LexinglexingtontoA townkowm hall was next
reached here are many reliesrelics of revo-
lutionarylutiolutIonnaryaxy timestime together with paint-
ings and statuary both historical and
symbolical the most conspicuous
painting lsis the dawn of liberty by
sandham representing the fight on usethe
green in this vicinity a great many
houses were burned and othierother outragesoutragea
committed by the british in their re-

but
treat

lexington green is the revered
spot in this vicinity it is a level

place on the west side of the road
here the british met their first check
on their march to concord the sev-
enty patriots who had assembled
here under captain parker in res-
ponsee to the ringing of the old church
bell faced the enemy who came on both
ridesaldes of the church which then stood on
the corner ot the green the spot where
they stood is now marked by a granite
boulder bearing lain inscription the
words of captain parker to them
stand your groundgro tind dont fire anle

fired upon but itif they wentwant a war let
it began here major
shouted to them disperse ye rebels
ye rebels disperse lay down bouy
arms why dont you lay down yourur
arms and disperse the british vol


