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WHEN WILL IT STOP?

WE have been asked the question
maay times by different individuals, of
late, ““\When do you think this high-
hande®f and cruel crusade against the
Saints will terminate?” If our inquir-
ing friends will agree to answer an in-
terrogatory that we might put to them,
we would hold the NEws in readiness
10 give an appreximate estimate as to
the terminal period of the anti-*‘Mor-
mon" raid, Can they tell when the

objects of the assault upon the rights

and liberties of ®e Saints will be at-
tiined? DBecause when that point is
reached the inimical attitude toward
this community will cease. 1t
is not the purposes or aims of the ene-
mies of the daints that are now re-
terred to. It is the end sought by the
Almighty, whose designs are being for-
warded with striking rapidity by exist-
1ng conditions. 3 |
Let the intelligent Latter-day Saint
cast his mental eye over the nation and
see if he can come to any other conclu-
sion than that the prophecies of Joseph
Smiti, in relation to the collapse of its
vovernmental structure, are hastening
toward fuitilment. He will observe also
that the only means by which the tide ot
approaching anarchy can be stemmed—
unqgualified repentance—is being placed
at a distance more and more remote,
and that to all human appearances, 1t
will soon disappear from view, so dim
has its prospect become. The think-
ing mind has but to take cognizance of
the fact that the elements of social
dissolution are increasing with alarm-
ing rapidity all over the country to en-
able him to draw the only logical de-
duction—that unless a reaction sets in
the collapse is+inevitable. The reac-
tionary process 18 not apparent,

the stream of  corruption be-
ing  evidentl cumulative  and
irresistible, and will ultimately rush as

an impetuous torrent resulting from a
cloud-burst. g

Whan the culminating point is
reached, and the voice of lamentation
and wog, is heard throughout the na-
tion, because of the ruin of anarchical
chgos, uimere will be & saving element
in whose hearts will still linger a sus-
ceptible spark of patriotism. These
wlfl yearn for the reorganization of the
Republic upon the enduring principles
upon . which it was st estab-

ished, but which had been
trampled in the dust by deslgmn%ﬂcﬂr-
raptionists. When shall the of
freedom and equal rights be floated to
the breeze by hitherto despised Latter-
day Saints, and the noble and patriotic
of the land' will rally at the call. The
Constitution of the country will be
once more proclaimed and practically
recognized as the supreme law of the
land, order will be brought out of con-
fusion, and peace and prﬂsi]mnty once
more shed their beaming smiles over the
domain of the Republic. Men may scoff
at this picture as a product of fanatical
imagination. But just wait and see.

Thus is one of the future perform-
ances of the Saints portrayed. Let the
wise among them understand that the
strait places through which the peo-
ple are now passing, and the still nar
rower ones ahead are, in the hands of
Divine Providence,an educational pro-
cess  which will repare them
for that great work, and other
operations in the history of
the earth of a still more stupendous
character, for the Saints are emphati-
cilly a people of destiny.

The workings of this educational
method must necessarily be of such a
character as to eliminate from the
community all of the grosser material,
for no man who is immoral, cowardly,
or hypocritical will have the privilege
of participating in a work of such gran-
deur. Therefore the cleansing ordeal
must be of & nature to bring such
characters to the surface; that the
community may not always be cor-
rupted by their presence. None who
are ready to compromise principle for
expediency can, in the very nature of
things, have lot or part in the re-
establishment and maintenance of hu-
man freedom, People of that class

either do not understand the wvalue
of right and truth, or have
not the courage to stand by

them under all circumstances. Truth
and liberty are priceless, and the
Saints must learn by experience to
place & proper estimate upon them.
Those who fail to reach that standard
will be sloughed from the communit
in course of time as unfit material wi
which to form the foundations of the
grandest, freest and most sublime com-
monwealth that ever existed on earth,
If, in order to attain the resultaimed at,
it should be necessary to bring the hon-
est in heart toa point that they would
be compelled to manifest a willingness
to lay down their lives, if need be,
that condition will, in all probability,
be reached.

As to how long the educational pro-
cess will last is beyond our power to
answer. There is a probability of its
continuing, however, until the Saints
are prepared to undertake the work
that lies before thein prospectively,
1f the time when the community will
have the principles ef truth, justice,
liberty and absolute purity written ‘'on
the tablets of their hearts could be
determined, it would then be possible
to give an approximate idea in relation
to tie probable cessation of the anti-
- Mormon’’ crusade. There may be
temporary lulls, but the work of op-
position &s a whole, is not likely to
cease until the educational object is
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ment of the objects sought by those
who lead the van of the assault
is met with, as it _ sarely
will new means will be
devised and brought forward with un-
remitting determination, the result
being the same in every instance,

In the meantime it 1s the privilege of
the Saints to understand the signs of
the times, which indicate future de-
velopments of mighty interest. Itis
their prerogative also to have sufficient
of the Holy Spirit to enable them to
see the light beyond in, the darkest
hour, Those who have that oil in
their vessels and their Jamps trimmed,
will not be found, either secretly or
openly, advocating a compromise with
Satan, by saciificing principle for ex-
pediency.

—————— A —
THE RESERVOIR QUESTION.

Tae question of building reservoirs in
the mountains to supply water for irri-
gation and other purposes has occu-
pied the attention of a good many
people in this region of late, and the
idea of danger from such a source has
been scouted as too ridiculous to be
entertained by some of the over-zeal-
ous advocates of the reservoir system.
While we have no disposition to dis-

courage this or any ether project that
has for its object the development of
the latent resources of the country, we
do think that a question of so much im-

ortance as the building of a reservoir
n or near City Creek caiton ought not to
be decided upon with undue haste or
any plan adopted in the matter of its
construction about the safety of which
there cambe any reasonable doubt. The
following item among the d1sPatcl1es
from Denver, bearing yesterday's date,
will tend to illustrate the danger to
which a city would be exposed situ-
ated, as this is,at the mouth of a canon
with an improperly constructed res-
ervoir in that cafion:

“The Tribune Republican’s Long-
mont special says: At noon to-day
Beaver Park reservoir in South Sturain
canyon burst, causiag great damage to
the Eurmun&ing country. A torrent
estimated to be 120 feet high rushed
down the canyon carried away bridges,
houses, barns, eve?’thmg_ which ob-
structed its way, and flooding the ad-
1a.cent country. So far as learned no
ives were lost, but the damafe to
crops and meadows along the lowlands
is very great. The reservoir was an
immeanse affair, covering many acres,

this land.”” But if there really is a
Fenume law of the land in conflict with
t, there is an apparent 1ncongruity in
the declaration as a whole.

What constitutes a genuine law of
the land? This can be commen-
surately answered ¢ by stating the
general proposition that the Constitu-
tion is the **Suapreme law of the land,”
and all statutes made in conformity
with its provisions, in letter and spirit,
are genuine laws. Those which con-
flict with it, according to that proposi-
tion are not, The Edmunds act is
grossly unconstitutional, and therefore
18 not essentially a law of the land in
the true sense of the term, because it
is an infringement on constitutional
privileges, being ex post facto, a bill of
attainder, and a curtailment of re-
ligious liberty.

f it were a constitutional law there
would be no conflict between it and the
revelation on celestial marriage, There
being a clash, there is no alternative
but to sustain what God has given.

It may be urged that the Supreme
Court has decided upon the right of
Congress to pass the Edmunds act,and
that settles the question of Constitu-
tionality. It settles it ina legal sense,
but not as a matter of fact. No state-
ment from any source in existence
could render the statute referred to
Constitutional as a fact, And factsare
stubborn things. The truth is what
the Saints are seeking and what they
propose to accept and stand by.

The Lord anticipated the passage of
unconstitutional! measures whose ob-
jects would be to oppose His law and
afllict His people, as will be seen by a
later revelation from which we will
now quote, as found on page 342, Book
of Doctrine and Covenants: -

‘*And now, verily I say unto you con-
cerning the laws of the land, it is my
will that my people should observe to
dﬂ] all things whatsoever I command
them;

And that law of the land which is
constitutional, supporting that prinei-
ple of freedom in maintaining rights'and
Pﬂrivlleﬁﬂ, belongs to all mankind, and

justitiable before me:

. Therefore, I, the Lord, justify gnn,
and yonr brethren of my church, in
befriending that law which is the con-
stitutional law of the land;

And as pertaining to law of man,
whatsoever is more or less than these,
cometh of evil.

I, the Lord God, make you free,
therefore ve are freed indeed; and the
law also maketh you free;

Nevertheless, when the wicked rule
the people mourn.”

It will be here observed that laws

and supplied water for the Highland
Ditch, which traverses a large section
of country adjacent to the moun-
tﬂ-iﬂﬂ.”

that we

In conclusion we will say
are confident that reservoirs can be
constructed which will be perfectly
safe, and we trust if anything be done

in that line in this country due care
will be observed toavoid any possibie
damage from such a contingency as
that here mentioned.

——— . —————
NO RELINQUISHMENT,

INFLUENCES are at work whose object
is to create an impression in favor of
the renunciation or temporary suspen-
sion of the law of celestial marriage.
Arguments are being used to that end,
in a semi-private way, with a view to
gaining converts to that idea.

Perhaps such pleadings may influence
a few people who are not in the habit
of probing subjects to the bottom and

are not particularly gifted with the
power to ahalyze the motives by which
men are actuated. Good Latter-day
Saints, however, who have within
themselves that needful reason for the

hope that inspires them are not affected
tgttne shallow pretexts of semi-apos-
es,

_To give a Gospeljcoloring te thelposi-
tion assumed by those who express
themselves as ready to sell out what-
ever hold they may have on the work
of God, they complacently quote from
the revelations contained in the Book
of Doctrine and Covenants. Attempts
are made to twist these divine com-
munications from their plain intent, in
order that they may subserve ulte-
rior purposes. In this connection ref-
erence is made to the following, to
be found on page 218:

““For verily I say unto vou, my law
shall be kept on this land. b B

Let no man think he is ruler, but let
God rule him that judgeth, according
to the counsel of his own will; or, in
other words, him that counseleth or
sitteth upon the judgment seat.
Let no man break the laws of the
land, for he that keepeth the laws of
God hath no need to break the laws of

the land:

Wherefore, be subject to the powers
that be, until He reigns whose right it
is to reign, and subdues all enemies
under His feet.”

It is argued—*‘If 1t }is not neces-
sary to break the law of the land in
order to keep the law of God, why not
renounce or abrogate celestial mar-
I"IB-F.E?”

There is certainlyaconflict between a
law of God and an alleged law of the
land. Those who understand and ac-
cept the revelation on celestial mar-

riage to be what it purports to be,

cannot consistently hold, on account
of the

which are *‘constitutional, supporting
that principle of freedoin in maintain-
ing rights and ,privileges,”” are to be
sustained. The Edmunds Act is in-
famously oppnsed to the liberties
and privileges of those against whom
it is aimed. Therefore it ‘‘cometh
of evil,” being destructive of human
freedom. If there be those among the
Saints, protessing adherence to the
Churech, who are desirous of sustain-
ing and upholding that which ‘‘cometh
of evil” they can do so and take the
consequences. But they should not be
8¢ inconsistent as to put forth the
flimsy claim that their course is sus-
tained by the revelations of the Al-
mighty. They had better acknowledge
that their faith in revelation has dwin-
dled to a fine point, if it ever existed
in their breasts at all, until itis scarce-
ly discernable., They should at once
proclaim themselves as unbelievers in
the claim that the revelation on celes-
tial marriage 18 of divine origin, or
else admit that they do not possess the
courage of their convictions.

But we are not yet through with
treating upon the quotations some-
times reterred to by the weak-backed
who need a ramrod fastened parallel
with theiwr spinal colummn, and oc-
casionally manifest a desire to see the
stiffening taken out of others. A fa-
vorite passage used by such will be
found on page 435 of the same work
from which we have already extracted.
Here it is:

*Verily, verily I say unto you, That
when I give a commandment to any of
the sons of men, to doa work unto
m{ name, and those sons of men go
with all their might, and with all they
have tO0 perform that work, and cease
not their diligence, and their ene-
mies come upon them, and hinder them
from performing that work; behold, it
behoveth me to require that work no
more at the han.ds of thosesons of men,
but 1o accept of their offerings.

And the iniquity and transgression of
mr holy laws and commandments, I
will visit upon the heads of those who
hindered my work, unto the third and
fourth generation, so long as they re-
E%:H'.nut, and hate me, saith the Lord

Therefore for this cause have I ac-
cepted the offerings of those whom I
commanded to build up a city and a
house untQ my name, inJackson coun-

S

tﬁ. Missouri, and were hindered by
t eir"enemies, saith the Lord your

It isa little singular that some peo-
ple will persistently refuse to see the
difference between a certain special

workand a principle or law. The con-
sistency of the Lord relieving a people
from any such obligation as the build-

ing of 8 house when prevented by ene-
mies from accomplishing it is self-
evident. When it comes to the abroga-
tion of a law, a principle, a truth, the
matter is entirely different. The rev-
elation does not apply even remotely
to the present situation.

We will now take the Saints living in |

fashion desired by some &eo;rle we wot
of. Our brethern of the north are
oppressed unbearably, not enly on ac-
count of the practice of plural mar-
riage, but for their belief in its right-
fulness. According to the doctrine of
the compromisers belief in the correct-
ness of a principle would have to be
givenup. By what process this species
of relinquishment could be attained
does not, however, appear, the opera-
tion being to all intents, a mental im-
possibility. -

—-———

IMPROVEMENTS IN SEVIER
VALLEY.

FroM Bishop Johnson, just ap from
his home in Redmond, Sevier Couanty,
we gather a few particulars concerning
that fruitful region.

The crops, as a rule, throughout the
valley look very well and give promise
of an abundant harvest. More land is
being cultivated this year than hereto-
fore and preparations are being made
to greatly increase the area of tillable
land.

Wisdom 1n the matter of cultivating
land in this Territory comes

with experience. The pioneers ol
this mountain region found tnem-
selves face to face with new condi-
tions, entirely different form those
Whicﬁ surrounded them in their former
homes in the States or in Europe, and
under the necessity of adopting a new
system of farming. Inspiration af-
forded them the key, and they immedi-
ately began to utilize the mountain
streams to irrigaie the thirsty soil
but the details of the new system had
to be acquired by degrees, The best of
judgment was not always exercised in
the selection of the land to cultivate,
That which was most accassible did
not always prove to be the best, and in
occasional instances some of the very
best of land was allowed to remain
unimproved while the energies of the
people were expended in the cultiva-
tion of that which was comparatively
poor.

Cases of this kind could be cited in
the Sevier Valley. A great deal of ex-
cellent land is found there, but much
of that which has been cultivated the
longest is a rather heavy clayey soil,
lying low, and therefore easy to get the
water upon, but inferior in quality for
Imost purposes, to a great deal of the
bench land in that re l-::m1l which has
never yvyet been utiliz The nse

From the facts here

perfectly stated our

able to torm some estimate of

lterial development of the
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of getting the water upon it has proba-
bly deterred the people from 1mprovi

this high land sooner, but obstacles o
this kind seem to grow less as time ad-
vances, Undertakings of this kind,
which years a.%u would have seemed
almost impossible of accomplishment,
arc al the present time entered mpon
with perfect confidence and soon jac-
complished. The Sevier County peo-
ple ve had an experience in the
matter of canal building peculiar
to themselves. A canal or ditch con-
structed in that valley might jwork
well, forja season, but the runn of
the water into a gopher hole ex-
tending down some depth into
the soil might cause the land su1-
rounding for several rods m extent to
settle from two to three *feet, leaving
a large flssure at its urrounding eages.
Scraping soil into depressions so made
to fill them was soon found to be of
Little use, as the surrounding land was
liable to gsettleiafterwards, in which
case that upon which the fill had been
wade would become a hill, This setling
process caused frequent breaks in
canals and in some 1ustances resulted
in the destruction of houses, but in
course of tlne the pecple learned how
to cause the land to settle all it would
before their houses were built, and by
perseverance not only mwade their
canals stand but have pretty well over-
come the setiling tendency 1a their field.
And now they are building extensive
canals to reclaim the excellent bench
land which has heretofore been unim-
proved., ' One is being constructed
along the base of the mountains on the
western side of the valley from
some distance  abeve Joseph
City to a long distance south
of Richfield, which will bring un-
der cultivation many thousands of
acres of excellent soil, which will be
divided up a$mong the citizens of Rich-
fleld, Inverury, Elsinore and Joseph

City.

‘ﬂmn again the'pedple of Redmond,
Salina and Aurora are constructing
another canal, fifteen miles in length,
thirty-two feet higher than that which
at present supplies them with water,
which will not only bring under culti- |
vation & great deal more land but soil
of a mucn better quality than muchjof
that which they now cultivate, The
Eg;izenﬂ of Redmm mﬂ:l a.ilﬂne—m
about 3,000 acres of land by it.

The pro which has been made
in this small settlement—one of the
newest and smallest in the county—will
illustrate that which has been gener-
ally made throughout the ulleg. It
was settled in 1872 by some bhall dozen
families,who for a while depended up-
on the water flowing from some large
springs near which they located with
which to irrigate their fields of about
o00 acres in extent. A few years later
they, in company with the peo of
Salina and Aurora, built & canal with
which they drained the river, and by
which means the Redmoud people 8o
increased the area of their tillable land
that they last year raised sowmne 15,000
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IDAHO AFFAIRS.
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