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on Sunday Afternoon, May 10,
1885.

REPORTED BY JOHIN IRVINE.

I~N rizfog before you this afternoon, my
brethren and sisters, [ place myself in

the hands of the Lord, and 1 desire ac-
cording to the strength He will give
me, and the faith which may be exer-
cised in my behalf, to present some
thoughts before us, the reflection upon
which may benefit us at this time,

We are as 4 people, passing through
circumstances which are calculated to
make those of sober minds meditative
and thoughtful, and doubtless the ques-
tion is being asked in the hearts of
many Latter-day Saints, what will be
the outcome of the situation in which
we now find ourselves, Thereare per-
haps some flutterings of the heart,
sowe trembling of the hands, some
faltering of the spint, though I hope
and behieve that this feeling is not uni-
versal nor even general among those
who are called Latter-day Saints, If
we were not assured that we are in the
serformance of God’s work, and that

Je has chosen us as instruments of
His will, the means whereby He willac-
complish that which He has set His
hand-to do, there might be some reason
for, some justification of the feeling to
which 1 refer. But the Latter-day
Saints are not engaged in their own
work: they are not occupied in build-
ing up themselves. The stand they

upon this world, This is a part of the
eligion of the Sajnts—that they had a

pre-existence in the presence of their
Creator, that they stood as spirits,

counterparts of the tabernucles in
which t eg now are clotied,in the pres-
ence ot God in the morning of His
spiritnal creation. For we are told thut
the works of God are firstly spiritual
and then temporal, and on the earth
firstly temporal and taen spiritual.
We believe the earth itself had ‘a spir-
itual existence before it took "pon it-
self the temporal body; that the spirits
of men and women, the world over,
were created in the spirit before they
were created temporally; that the
beasts of the field, the fowls ol theair,
the fishes of the sea, and every form of
animal and Tegetabft: life were created
in a similar manner; thatallinen passed
through a cemain trial or probation be-
fore they took their places here upon
the eartn, and proved, ull who have
been permitted to have an existence in
mortality, their worthiness to stand
here created in the image of God; be-
ing given the opportunity to pass
through this condition,that by faith-
fulness and a display of integrity to
God and to the principles ol truth,
they might rise to endless exaltation
hereafter, return to the glorious state
they left, attain to more than they left;
for having descended, like their Savior,
below all things, they would naturally
rise above all things, according to the
humility and faithfulness which they
manifest here, to enj[u}', eternaily, the
presence of God and the Lamb, The
whole course of lite is a time of trial;
there will never come a time when man
will not have his agency and the privi-
lege of choosing for himself between
good and evil., We read, and believe
that there was a time of ‘testing in our
spiritual estate, when all men were re-
quired to give a proet of their worthi-

have taken has not been the result of
their selfish desires, and is not the ex-
pression of their personal views, inde-
pendent of a higher power. They have
been selected from the world’s people
for the accomplishment of a mission
which has as its object the blessing of
the hnman family, and it is the cons-
ciousness of the rectitude of their in-
tentions, of their desires to serve Him
who has chosen them, and to adminis-
ter to the happiness of their fellow
creatures, that buoys them up to the
pertormance of those duties in the dis-
charge of which they are prepared to
meet the scorn, the wrath and the op-
position of the world. _
1v1s no new thing for this people to
be placed in such circumstances. It is
onlv one more link in the chain of
events, oneincident among many which
are sprinkled thickly through their his-
tory, from the time the l’rufhet Joseph
was called of God and received revela-
tions to organize upon the earthin this
the nineteenth century, the Charch ot
Jesus Christ. It was revealed to him
at the {irst visit of the angel Moroni to
him, that he must expect the opposition
of the world. He was told that his
name should be had for good and evil
throughout all nations, and especially
for evil among the unconverted por-
tions of the human race. SO that he
was prepared, at the very outset of his
career, for the trials and tribelations
through which he passed to the day
when he was martyred for the word of
God and the testimony of Jesus. He
prepared the minds and God prepared
the minds of those who followed in his
footsteps, those who received his testi-
mony, who took up the cross to follow
the Lord Jecus Christ through good and
evil report, for the fate which has pur-
sued them in fulfilment of prophecy,
ancient and modern—that all who live
¢odly lives in Christ Jusus shall suffer
persecution. Those whojare unac-
quainted with this people, therefore,
need not imagine that the cir-
cumstances in  which we now
are  placed are, a  surprise,
We have looked for it, and we
look for more, until every jot and tit-
tle of God’s word shall be fulfilled,
which He has sworn should rbe ful-
filled though the heavens and the earth
should pass away.
The Latter-day Saints look upon life
as a season of trial, as-a probation
throngh which the soulsof men may be’
purified; may receive tnat training and
discipline wiach can only be acquired
by passing through troublous experi-
ences, that they may shine with lustre
in the eyes of God, that they may be
nombered among His jewels in the da
when He will come to gather them an
take them unto Himself. The Saints
have always taken this stolcal view of
life. We do not regard il as a play-
eround or holiday, but as a school in
which we are engaged in securing an
ecducation that will prepare and fit us
for the presence of our Father and God
who placed us here. We are absent
from our homes; we have left our
Wather and Mother in heaven; left the
early associations of oar existence be-
hind us, self-exiled in obedience to the
will of God, to pass through this mor-
tal probation which He has ordained
for man’s purification and enlighten-
ment. We do not believe that we have
any time to idle away: that we are
here to play truant, to chase the delus-
ive phantoms of pleasure, to engage in
follyor in wickedness,to dabble in those
things which wili lead us away from
the object and purpose of our earthly
existenee: but that we should Btead-
fastly devote our lives, our time, our
talents, oar opportunities, wherever
'and whatever they may be, to acquiring
the creat lessons which we came here
to learn. We recard this life as but a
drop in the ocean of eternal duration,
anddeath simply as an Incident,a pass-
ine from one sphere of existence to
another.
I have reférred to our eternal paren-
taze and existence before we set foot

ness to descend to this earth and take
upon themselves mortality for a wise
and glorious ultimate purpose. _

When the earth was rolled into exist-
ence as a temporal body, or betore it
had a temporal body, there was a coun-
cil held in heaven and the plan was dis-
cussed and considered whereby men
might mount unto the exaltation to
which we now aspire. There were two
candidates put forward at that councii
for the office of Savior of the world.
One presented Himself and said that
He was willing to die that all men
might live; to descend below all things;
to endure the scorn, the wrath and the
tribulation which He foresaw—and
which they who were with Him fore-
saw—wnufd be the fate of those who
endeavored to stand by principle and
to establish truth and righ‘eousness on
the earth. He said He was willing to
elie for the =ake of establishing the
truth, that whosoever sihould believe
on Him and do the works that He com-
manded should not eternally perish,
but should rise to life everlasting after
their bodies had moaldered in the
grave, and should be resurrected by
the power of God. Ille said, turther-
more, that He proposed to allow men
their agency; the privilege of choosing
between right and wrong: the privilege
of acknowledging Him as their Savior,
or the privilege of rejecting Hiumj the
privilege of obeying His laws,which He
would lay down for their guidance, or
of rejecting and despising them, that
they might receive the reward of their
acts, whether they were good or wheth-
er they were evil. He did not ofter to
save man in his sins, but to save him
from his sins. He proposed it should
be anindividual work; thavman should
not lie supinely upon his back while
the work which gave him salvation was
wrought out by another; that men
should earn what they received, and
receive that which they earned, not
one jot or tittle more or less.

There was another candidate who
seemed o believe that he had a supe-
rior plan; for he proposed to save all
men, - that not one soul should
be Jost. And how was  he
to accomplish this? By depriv-
ing man of his agency; D; taking
away that liberty of thougnt, .that
liberty of action, which is toe nesti-
mable privilege of frecmen here upon
the earth. lle, in other words, would
compel men to be saved; he would
drive them into heaven; he wonld co-
erce them, thinking thatv quantity, irre-
spective of quality, was what was de-
sired; and that if he saved all men his
work would be more grand and com-
prehensive than that of the one who
proposed to save man according to his
merits. The plan of the second was
rejected; for the wisdom of the Gods
prevailed. They foresaw that it was
not feasiole; that it would be impossi-
ble to save man in his sins; that the

resence of God being a pure presence,
iniquity counld net Be sheltered there,
could not be taken openly or surrepti-
tiously into His Kingdomn, for the glory
of God would cousume it as chaff in a
furnace. 1t was foreseen that the plan
which was advecated by Luclfer, Son
of the Morning, 4 Son of God, who ef-
fered himsclf as the Savior of the
world, and who, it secms, ought to
have had more Whid{}m: was impracti-
cable. It was known that men couid
not be forced to be saved: that they
could not receive that wuich they had
not merited: that exaliation m the
presence of God, mesnt the capacity
to receive of His fullness; and that if
man obtained a faliness, his fullness
would be according to his capacity, or
the size of his soul. 'r]'i{.'_‘v' who were
broader, more widely expanded, more
grand in their natures by reason of the
expanding process of obedience to the
Erinci les of righteousness, and by

umility on earth, would receive a cor-
respondingly larger degree and heavier
weight ol zlory: while those who

shirked their duties and responsibili-
ties through fear of mun, or personal

disinclinacion to endure the trials of
this life, would receive simply what
they earned, and not having developed
their souls to the same exteant could
not obtain the same degree of glory;
it would overpower tnem: they would
he unable to stand up under it.
Consequently the plan of the first
candidate was chosen, and He was or- |
dained as the Savior of the world, to
de-cend to this earth in the meridian of
time, to establish the Gospel of saiva-

can perform its little journey success-
tully., It is by faith that we learn to
creep, Lo walk, to run, and it is by faith
that we will yet soar into the eternities.
I'hus is its necessity as a principle of
the Gospel, apparent, bearing upon its
face the impress of its own divinity; for
if we cannot ereep or walk withiout the
exercise of faith, how shall we be saved
withouat it: how shall we mount from
this life to eternal life, how shall we

tion; to build up a Cnurch which should
be in constant and immediate com- |
munication with the heavens, whose
oflicers should possess the Priesthood,
should enjoy the powers of the Holy
yhost, and distribute them to those
who would receive their testimony, and
be willing to follow them. This creat-
ed a controversy in the eternal world,
and we are told that Lucifer, who was
rejected from the candidacy of the Re-
deemership, rebelled against God. The
condition whicn he made when he of-
fered to be the Savior, was that God,
his Father, should descend from His
throne, and ailow him to sit there in
His stead; while the other, whom on
earth we call Jesus Christ, said He
would do all and give the glory to the
Father to whom it belonged. These
were the plans that were put forward,
and the plan of the first one was ac-
cepted and established, and the other
was rejected, becanse it was found to
be infeasible, impracticable and wick-
ed. Buat it seems there were a gre t
many of oar brethren and sistérs—i{or
they were our brethren and sisters in
the spirit—who thought that the plan of
Lusiter was glorious: for it would not
make them persondlly accountable;
they could do as they elected, take
whatever course Lhey pleased, and they
would be saved whbether they were
worthy or unworthy. They sided with
Lucifer; they raised the standard of
rebellion; they sounded the tocsin of
war, amd the battle which ensued
was between a third of the spiritual
population of heaven who chose Luci-
{or as their leader, and the powers that
remained true and steadfast, basing
themselves upon principle, upon trath
and righteousness, and being willing to
stand or fall on the issue.

We are further tanghv that those who'

rematned tiue to their Father in heav-
en, or who forebore to liflt up their
arms agzainst Him, were given the privi-
lege of descending to the earth and
taking upon tnemselves mortal bodies.
Wherever we find the human race,
therefore, according to this teaching,
they are childrea of Ged who were
either valiant in fighting for Him at
that dav and winniug the victory over
those who rebelled against Him, or who
at least refrained from joining the oth-
er side. There were, no doubt, as we
are taught, degrees of faithfulness
manifested. Soume, perhaps, remained
inactive through a teeling of fear, *‘sit-
ting upon the fence,” as we term it
nere, shaking hands with both sides,
endeavoring to ‘‘carry water on bouth
shoulders,”’ being willing to join either
side, whichever side was victorious,
too fearful and cowardly to risk their
personal interests upon the outcome of
the conflict which was taken place. It
is evident that the trial which we and
all men passed tbrough in that pre-
existent life, was different in its nature
to that which we are now passing
through; for at that tiine we could be-
hold tne face of God; we were notshut
out from His presence; we could feel
His power, we could behold His glory;
and the choice which we were then re-
quired to make was a choice of the eye,
a choice of sight, achoice of apprehen-
sion comparatively full to whag it is in
this life. In other words, it did notre-
quire the same amount of faith which
men must manifest in the flesh. It was
the first estate which God had ordained
for His creatures. Before He rolled
this earth into existence He said, **We
will make an earth whereen these may
dwell, and we will prove them here-
with, to see if they will do all things
whatsoever the Lord their God shall
command them; and they who keep
their first estate shall be added upon,
and they who keep not their firstestate
shall not have glory in the same King-
dom with tnose who kKeep their first
estate; and they who keep theirsecond
estate shall have glory added upon their
heads forever and ever.”

These were the conditions upon which
we emerged from our spiritual life into
life upon this planet, where we are in
the dark, where the veil intervenes be-
tween us and the faceour Father,where
we no longer see eve to eye, but are
left to walk by faith and to develop
within ourselves that germ of power
which God has planted in the heart of
every one of His creatures. It is folly
to say that men have not faith. Itis
folly to say that everything that lives,
moves and has a being does not possess
it; for faith is the principle of action,
the mainspring of life, and everything
that lives exhibits it to a greateror less
degree. The iish that swims in the sea
exercises faith. The insect that creeps
upon the carth exercises faith accord-
ing todts capacity. We inight also say
that the vezetable world exhibits faith.
The trees as they barst into blossom,
as theybear frait and fulfill the meas-
ute of thelr ereation are exhibiting and
developing that germ of action which
is tinplanted within them by their Cre-
ator. And if this is true of the birds
of the air, the beasts of the field, the
flsh of the sea, and the plauts and the
tregs thal grow upon the carth, it cer-
tainly must be true of all men; that
they live, move, and have their being
by reason of this greatand wonderfa
principle of faith which they are re-
quaired to exercise arnd develop, Even
the infant must exercise it in learning

' to walk, from the arms of its mother to

the arms of its father, taking one step
alter another, having contidence that it

da

rise from this low condition of tl;in;s
to that which is higher and nobler? No
wonder that **without faith it is im-
ossibie to please God.”” No wonder
it should be the first, the primal princi-
ple of the Gospel which leads to ever=
lasting life, e are required in this
probation to purify ourseives from sin,
Dy putting in practice the faith which
is ilnherent within us; receiving and
living by every word that proceeds trom
the wouth of God; having faith in His
word, in the words of His Prophets, in
the words of His servants whom He
commissions from time to time and
sends forth in the midst of the human
family to administer for their salvation.
And they who reject the messages of
the Prophets; who put them to death;
who throw them into prison: who pur-
sue them with the terrors of unjust
law for standing true to their convic-
tions, are closing upon themselves the
gates of eternal life. They are writing
taeir own epitaphs; they are digging
heirown graves. zod will require ot
you and me an explanation of the uses
to which we put the powers and privi-
leges conferred upon us. He will re-
quire us to live up to every law He has
wiven us, -1f He has given us no verbal
law, He, will require us to live up to
the - law of conscience, to the light
which He 'has bestowed upon us, be it
ereat or little, The heathen are re-
sponsible according to the light they
possess; but they ¢do not carry the
same responsibility that we do, if the
Gospel iu its fullness has not reached
their ears.

Tuhe Christian world have been great-
ly favored. They have received the
Scriptures of divine trath, published
in many languages, and distributed
among millions of earth’s creatures.
This bible, which is as a lamp thrown
down from heaven, is given to light
men through this earthly probation.
Those who reject it do so to their con-
demnation; as do those who privately
interpret what was given by the power
of the Holy Ghost, when men of old
wrote as they were moved upon by the
Spirit of the Iternal. This Bible is
riven to disseminate light unto all to

by it, whether they have faithfully
studied it, or have been dilatory and
negligent in searching the record in

which they think they have eternal

Iife.

This was a mistake whick was made
by the ancient Jews. They
Bible. They had Moses and the proph -
ets, and therein they were instructed.
What to do? Among other things to
prepare themselves tor the coming of
the Messiah. But when lle came He

I1is own, by the people unto whoin He
came, especially, to commit the keys
of everlasting life for the salvation
of mankind; choosing them for a pe-
caliar mission just as He has chesen
this people for a peculiar mission. He
said to the Jews, ‘‘Search the Scrip-
tures, for in them ye think ye have
eternal life,and they testify of me.” In
other words: *‘'If ye are unwilling to
receive me, to receive Iny testimony
that [ am the Son ot God, I judge you
not harshly; bat I say unto you, search
your own Scriptures, search Moses
and the prophets, for they testify of
me.” But woald they doit? If they
did they were uanwilling to interpret
them correctlyv. They could not be-
ileve that this humble, poor and de-
spised Nazarene,who wentabout with-
out a place of shelter, who said
the fowls of the air have nests and the
beasts of thé field have lairs, but the
Son of man bhath not where to lay IHis
head. They could not accept Him as
the Messiah. They bad a preconceived
notion as to what the Messiah should
be. They thought He would come as a
mighty warrior. They thought te would
he greater than David their ancient
kinz; that He would lift from their
necks the *‘voke of bondage and burst
the fetters of the Roman power which
held them bound, They thought He
would come as a King, a conqueror,
and deliver them from their enemies
and restore the Kingdom to Israel,
But they had misinterpreted the Scrip-
tures which were given them. They
were all the tune thinking of the
second cominz of the Messiah, the
King of Kings, the Redeemer who
wutﬁd deliver His people by the power
of His might, with an outstretched
arm, 8 wonderful display of tglnry,
eclipsing by the magnitude of His
miracles the great deeds of antiquity,
of which they were so proud, which
were written of in the Seriptures the

cherished. They were looking for this
kind of a Savior, Bemng a warlike,
proud and haughty race,thev preferred
that kind of a «Redeemer, which
answered best the ideal tney had
formed. They were not prepared tor
this humble, despised ‘‘man of sor-
rows, acquainted with grief,” who
walked through fields of corn plucking
the cars that were growing, to satisfy
His huneer; who mingled with wine-
bibbers and publicans, giving as His
reason therefor that the whole need
pot a phyvsician, but they who are sick,
they who are ailing, they who are sin-
ful—these were the ones that necded
to be broucht back into the fold. He
went where He could find the humble
nd lowly and the finger Of scorn was
ointed at Hjm for His merciful deeds.
le was called a wine-bibber because
He went'among them for the purpose

_—

whom it shall come,who will be judged

had a

was rejected, despised and castou: by

of turning them from the errorof their
ways; He was called wicked because
He came to rescue men from wicked-
ness, to save them from their sins, and
not, as Lucifer, to save them in their
sius and take them with their iniquity
into the Kingdom of God as astench
in the nostrils of Jehovah. This was
the miswake the Jews made. They did
not reaa their Bible aright. They were
not humble enough to read that there
was to come just such anindividuai as
this Jesus of Nazareth. So they cuast
Him out, in their pride,their prejudice,
and their preconceived notions of
what He ought to be, because He
failed to conform to their idea.

The ways of God are not as man's
wuys. They are as high above the ideas
of man as the heavens are above the
earth; for this Jesus of Nazareth,
humble as He was, poor as ie was,
lowly as He was, was God’s idea of g
hero, a leader, and a savior to His
people. He made Himself the servant
of servants, He did not arrogate w
himself authority before He receivedit,
Because He was the Son of God it did
not prevent Him bowing in humble
subinission to John the baptist, the
Priesthood being upon that man, and
he alone being qualified to baptin
men at that time® Jesus submitted 1
him. Many in this day would call
Him a serf, a slave, for s) doing. T
Latter-day Saints are called slaves-
slaves, because they acknowledge e
authority of God; because they recog.
nize that the Priesthood is upon th
earth, thatdelegated divine authority,
and that they mast bow to. it and hop-
orit, just as Jesus of Nazareth honoref
John the Baptist, or else they shut the
gat,es of mercy upon themselves. Jesuy

id net usarp this auathority. He
waited till He received it. He wen
down into the waters of baptism am
sct the example by being buried iy
born of the water, and then of th
Spirit,which decended upon Him frou
heaven is the sign of a dove, and:
‘voice from heaven was heard saying
““T'his 1s my beloved Son in whom | ag
well pleased.”” Well pleased for what
Because of His humility: because Hi
honored the Priesthood; because Hi
did not deem himself greater than the
one who held the power to baptize Hin
Aund when He commssioned His Apos
tles He said: ‘*Go ye into all the worlt
and preach the Gospel to every cres
ture, He that-belicveth and is baptize
shall be saved; and he that believeth
not shall be damned.” Why were the
to be damned? Because they believe
not. Who would damn them? The
would damn themselves. They shul
themselves out when they refuse i
exercise faith in God, when they si
down, as a man might o in a buildin
enveloped 1n flame-, making no effor
to save his own life, exercising w
faith, no power which is inherenti
him as a gift from God, and thinkin
that somebody els: is going to savi
him. Such a man is very apt to b
consumed. by the devouring element
from which he makes no effort te saw
himself. So it is with those who re
fuse to live up to the light within then
They shall be condemped because the
coudemn themselves, they shut th
gates in their own faces.

od has establisned the principk
that men must be saved by their ow
works. Faith without works is dead
1t is a4 misnomer, for there is no fail
without works. Everyone who 1¢
fuses to work, refuses to put hisg
her faith into exercise, refuses to at
cept the way of salvation while it}
within their reach, will damn them
selves, shut themselves out from th
Kingdom of God, and He cain
help it, for it is inconsistent wit
eternal justice. God is interestedi
the salvation of all men, for the mor
of lis creatures that are saved tb
greater is His own glory in conse
quence. Dut He saves men accordin
to their merits, in different degreeso
glory. For, as Paul says, there i
one glory of the sun, another of th
moon, and another of the stars,and #
one star differeth from another start
glory so shall it be in the resurrectic
of the dead.” We have it in our powe
o attain to whatsoever glory we wor
for. We will receive that which w
earn. We will either blaze like the su
or beam like the moon, or twinkle li§
the stars, according to the choice w
mwake, and the-measure of our faithfu
ness. God will not take away our fre
agency. The stars of the heavens s
they differ in lustre and magnitude af
a simile of the different degrees ¢
glory which God reserves for those wh
wait for Him and serve Him. The
are laws governing each of the
Kingdoms, whether 1t be a telesti
Kingdom, or a glory compared to th
stars; a terrestrial Kingdom, a glof
compared to the moon; or a celestd
Kingdom, the highest of all, of whit
the sun at noonday is written of as be
ing typical. There are laws governit
all these, and men cannot attain ¢
either glory unless they abide the la®
and conditions which pertain to it,

The gospel of Jesus Christ in i
fullness is the wav to the celestl
k,lllé:ﬂmn. Every law must be obeyel
Every round of the ladder must b
climbed. Every step must be takel
Fhere must bé no faltering. Ther
mmust be no weakening of the knee
Fhere must be no turning aside,
running packward, but a steadfast on
ward pushing towards the goal fo
which we have set out. We have it it
our power t> carve out our own fu
tures. God has placed 1t in our power
We can exercise the faith withinus U
that extent that it will develop au
exband our souls, so that when we re¢
ceive a fullness of glory, it will be
fullness of celestial zlory, and we wi
bask in the light of God’s countenane
for ever and ever. But they who re
fuse to obey the law pertaining to!




