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lrir isie desirable that the people of
utah shall become thoroughly ac-
quaintedquain ted with the science of civil gov-
ernmenternment and particularly with the
doctrinesdoctrine of american republicanism
but while they ought to study politics
it is not desirable that they shall be-
come politicians that irif to saymy such
scheming and unprincipled tricksterstrick
as the term politicians is popularly
used to describe in the higher and
more correct sense of the word they
should all be politicians students of
national affairs and of the principles
advocated by political parties and
when they have sufficient understand-
ing advocates and promoters of such
measures and parties as their judgment
approves

AAs to thesemen may honestlybone etly differ
and yet be equally earnest in efforts to
promote the common welfare in this
country all parties agree on most
of the principles essential to the
maintenance of republican govern-
ment on minor points they divide
and it is natural to positive persons to
magnify the importance of their pecu-
liar opinions and to consider questions
which may be left open without disas-
ter

dims-
ter to the public of such moment as to
demand immediate and practical solu-
tion

this perhaps would work no great
evil if extreme partisansparti confined
their zeal and efforts to the advocacy
of principles and measures on their
merits but it is common for suchouch
politicians to carry the war into
africa and treat their party oppo-

nents as enemies of mankind as seek-
ing the downfall of the nation as pro
moling schemes for the destruction of
the country and often as without
sense some of them go so far as to
misrepresent the position and objects
of an opposing party and to vilify all
who support it descending even to
scurrility and raking from the gutters
of vituperation the vilest epithets to
hurl against those who differ from
them

all this isie to be despised as well as
deplored mormon politicians
ought never to pattern after this sort
of orators they are of the pothousepot house
order they may sometimes raise a
laugh but they carry no weight with
the thoughtful learners should not
waste time in listening to such would
be teachers of politics facts and argu-
ments aream wanted rather than ridicule
and denunciation

in endeavoring to decide as to which
party he shall join the inquirer need
not be influenced by stories about
what this or that party has done or left
undone nor should he be guided by

assertions that such a leading man is a
democrat and such a one a republi-
can if any mauman becomes either a
democrat or a republican let
it be by conviction if liehe has
no better guide that the assertion or
the fact that some prominent person itsis
a member of a given party he had
letter wait until he learns somesomethingthi ag
and knows for himself what hebe ought
to do

no man who has been a member of
the peoplespeopled asked whether
he is a republican or a Dedemocrat need
be ashamed to answer 1I dont know p

or 1I belong to neither party he
need not be neutral because he is in-
dependent he may see that the
claims of each party are about equal
the merits and defects of either
evenly balancing those of the other
or he may yet be insufficiently in
formed asad to the actual and essential
differences of the two while he is
haltingbaiting between two opinions or has
made up hishia mind that he will not
unite with either party he can still ex-
ercise his influence wm a citizen and
support good measures and good men
according to his best judgment as to
their claims upon hisbis suffrage

this is a time for diligent inquiry
and for calm reflection and the aavo
cates of the great national parties will
find it better to approach the un-
decided with factsfacto and figures and
lucid explanationsions of political doctrine
them with denunciation of the opposing
party predictions of disaster as the re-
sult of its dominance exaggerations as
to its doings and failures or suggestive
hints asam to the party which some great
or influentialinfluent man belongs to

let us have light and logic contrast
and comparison fairness and freedom
and let our discussions be conducted
with courtesy and our arguments with
strict regard for truth and the rights of
others and when we decide as to
party let us do so honestly and from
individual conviction of what is best
for utah and twfor the country which is
ours by birth or by adoption

A BAD PRECEDENT

TUBthic following editorial commentscommente
on the recent action for the confisca-
tion of mormon church property Isie
taken from every sunday published at
tacoma washington it will strike
the general reader as fair temperate
and well timed

by the final decree of the supreme
Ccourtourt of the united states the mormon
church property is to be distributed
under the direction of the supreme court
of utah among such charitable institu-
tions and to such usesuse as may most near-
ly correspond to those which it was
originally destined to be used for unless
congress should otherwise order this

disposal df church property tois a new
practice in american society and tola
likelykely if carried out tobecome a danger-
ous precedent sometime iuin the future
three of the judges of the supreme court
of the united states gray brewer and
brown dissented the fact is that the
mormon church corporation has been
dissolved by congressional legislation
and the rulings of the courts its doctrines
and practicesacti being declared to be op-
posedos artot0 publicpaub policy and good corxmoralsanfnin thehet first quarter of the present cen-
tury a feeling prevailed by protestants
against the roman CathcatholicolAc church on
allegedalleged patriotic grounds xiongnarong enough
to haveave brobroughteight about a legal raid
against that organization similar to that
which has destroyed the mormon church
corporation and there are still many
theologians who would gladly call down
the strong arm of the law to crush out
catholicism and drive it from the land
of course the practice of polygamy has
been the main excuse for the prosecution
of the mormonscormonsMormons but the doctrines of pa-
pal supremacy the confessional the con-
vent system and the opposition to public
schoolsschool would afford whatever pretext
became necessary for an anti catholic
party to work out a destructive theory
it is one of the anomalies of the age that
the united states government should
have been led stopstep by step into this
grave departure from its logical line of
ideas andand action to establish a dangerous
precedent 11

A POLITICAL MATTER

thimTHE logan nation in a fair and co-
gent article on the political change
now taking place in the territory
quotes from the NEWS and
agrees with the views it expresses
but the nation says

since the NEWS Is the official organ of
the church it becomes a very important
matter to know its leaning on this aallit im-
portant question 0

if by this the bation infers that be-
cause the NEWS is the organ
of the Churohita utterancesutter ancee are church
declarations it tois greatly mistaken
the opinions of this paper must not
be taken for the voice of the church
when the church has anything official
to make public it will appear in the

NEWS as its organ but what
we say tois another thing entirely

if the nationnanon means further that
the leaning of the church on the allail
important questionwi of the hour totin im-
portant to know we will saymy that the
church can have no leaning either
way as the question tois purely politi-
cal

the church to not interfering in
this matter at all it is not a church
question the peoplespeoplea party isin and
has been an association of citizens soas
such the chief object of that associa-
tion seemsmemo now to be passing away and
hence the movement towards its disso-
lution As citizens the members of
that party are perfectly free so far as
the church isin concerned to sepaseparateroge
as a party or notenot as ttheyhey choose and to
unite with either of the great national
parties or neither asan they choose

the nationnamon speaks of what certain


