
THE DESERET WEEKLY
in addition to hisbis desire to induce

people afflicted asan he had been to try
a remedy so simple and effiesefficaciousolous be
desired the NEWS and other journals to
urge the retention by the city of the
warm springs property that it
might be operated as a public benefitboneflt
to be used by the people free or for a
nominal price

we needed no convincing upon the
point made by the visitor we have
alwaysalfaye been opposed to the sale of the
warm springs property or even
to leasing it for more than
a brief period the intimation
of mayor scott that the city finances
were at such low ebb that it might be
necessary to sell that valuable property
to replenish the treasury tois absolutely
appalling the present administra-
tion went into power a year ago with
a roundaround sum on hand left by their
predecessors in office the taxation has
beepbeen higher by from two to five times
what it ever was before and the ex

cures have been so lavish largely
through the increase of officials
until they have become a multitude
and yet more money is called for the
liberal administration has been a

veritable quicksand into which the
roods of the people have been sucked
sudand swallowed

the visit of the soldier brought up
another phase of the municipal gov-
ernment of salt lake he said he
was in this city thirteen years ago it
wabaj at that time the most respectable
orderly and moral city he hadbad ever
beninbeen in sincesi oce then a revolting change
hadbad occurred he had only been here
a shortabort time but it had been sufficient
to prove to him that the place had been
completely transformed because now
dens of vice of the mstmost debasing
character exist everywhere said hebe

sinceince my arrival here I1 have written
to my relatives that when I1 first visited
salt lake it seemed really like a city
of saints but now it is more like a city
where devils have been getting in their
work I1lamam not an angel myself tut
I1 hivehave been struck and disgusted with
this change for the worse

in this recognition of the fearful
transition from comparative order and
morality to the present abominable as-
pect of affairs and the regret the situa-
tiontion Iniinspirespires this humble and thought-
ful soldier has lots of company the
better element of society here is in
sympathy with his views and feelings
hee expressed a hope that the NEWS
would continue to battle against the
evils that are rapidly corruptingng society
in this ance most moral and orderly
city in the united states thielethis Is one
of the functions of this journal and
should we cease to expose wickedness
exalt virtue and contend for truth we
would not be in accord with the highest
and noblest duty of man

THE moneymakingMONEY MAKING SPIRIT

the most marked trait in the ameri-
can character is the desire to get rich
and make a grand display this is a
fact that the most superficial observer
cannot fail to notice the desire to be-
come wealthy tois fast assuming a phase
of semi insanity no other considers
tion seems to0 occupy the minds of a
vast minoritymijo rity of the american people
but that of making money A willwild
unauthenticated report from a mining
district will set whole communities
antoaninto an uproar about gold and silver
we have seen what occurred in okla-
homa a couple of years ago when men
went clean crazy to grab the lands of
the indians it can also be seen
that the latest disgraceful excitement
regarding the indians was caused by
men yearning to get rich when
moneymakingmoneymony making assumes phases of this
kind it is a national evil

As far back as 1794 the frenchman
talleyrand visited this country he
was a close observer and a remarkably
shrewd and sagacious thinker in hishie
memoirs be relates many interesting
incidents of his american visit he
dwells especially on the money mak
ing propensities of the people of this
nation in every environment the
dominant impulse was to get rich the
plowman the peddler the school
teacher the trapper and in fact every
class that he came iuin contact withith
entertained hopes of getting rich and
making a display

talleyrand narrates fully aconversa-
tion held with a citizen of machias in
the eastern states during a violent
storm the philosopher sought shelter in
a house the best in the place and the
owner of which was a most respectable
man tallyrand asked this man
whether he had ever seen george
washington the reply was a nega-
tive one he was asked whether in
the event of his visiting philadelphia
he would not make it part of his busi-
ness or duty to wesee washington the
american replied that he should like
very much to see george washington
but he would be more pleased to see
mr bingham the man who was said
to be richer than croesus talleyrand
deduces from this incident theories
that are being realized in our time do
we not see the money idol wworshippedworshipped
on every hand

one cannot ride a hundred miles on
a railroad without having an opportun-
ity of speaking to dozens of men wwhoho
are going to make fortunes
these men have notact a beautiful senti-
ment and healthy hopefulness of the
fatute but they have a degdegreeree of the
insanity of the poor idiot who fancies
himself the prince of wales or the

president f the united states the
new orleans weeklyweek av statesmateo speaking
on this objectiontible national charac-
teristicte says

this ostentatious parade of riches by
americans in europe has become a re-
proach to the national character for-
eigners take all the profit from american
visitors that they can gotget but they laugh
at hem while they fleece them American
tourists number a hundred thousand an-
nually and upend from two hundred to
two thousandthodthoudand dollars each or more
making tinn aggregate of a hundred mil
lion 10 say no hinghag of fortunes given in
matrimonial trade for titles and post

talleyrand never dreamed of the
tremendous wealth the american people
were to possesspos bess but if living he would
join his in their ridicule of
american extravagance and monetary
oaten aaion all kinds of abuses have
their ludicrous aspern and the abuse of
wealth bybv the ignorant is no exception

thrift econeconomyoiny industry and energy
are splendid virtues but when thrift
becomes becomes dis-
honesty and industry chicanery then
it is time for the moral and religious
reformer to cry out A nation that
worships the golden calf cannot remain
a nation long A people who rush
madly to see jay gould and leave
whittierWhit lier to mope in a hovel are a peo-
ple who are mentally slaves to wealth
vanity and display

the latter dyday saints cannot imbibe
an inordinate spirit in the direction of
moneymakingmoney making without impairing their
spiritual growth it is not improper to
seek to obtain wealth so long as it isio
made a secondary and not a primal
object and the efforts should invari-
ably be accompanied by a desire to do
good with the means acquired by per-
sonal effort and the blessing of god
at this point it is appropriate to quote
the words of the prophet Jjacob de-
livered to the Neph ibesitee with regard
to having too great anxiety for riches
anianlinin relation to pride both of which
are more or less exemplified in this
community book of mormon page

and now behold my brethren this isin
the word which I1 declare unto you that
many of you have begun to searchmarch for
gold and for silver and all manner of
precious ores in the which this land
which is a land of promise unto you andana
to your seed doth abound plentifully

and the hand of providence hath
smiled upon you most pieapleasinglysingly that
you have obtained many riches and be-
cause some of you have obtained more
abundantly than that of your brethren
ye are lifted up in the pride of your
hearts and wear necks and high
heads because ol01 the costliness of your
apparel and persecute your brethren be-
ca ise ye suppose that ye areape beter than
they

and now my brethren do ye6 sup-
poseph0se that god flethfieth you in thisth
tthingling behold I1 say unto youlyou Nnayay
but he condemneth you and if ye per-
sist in these thinthings hishio judgment must
ape dily come ununto you

0 that he would showshew you that he can
pierce you and with one glance of his
eye hebe can smite you to the dust


