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I1 will state thebe fadefacts their broadbread
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woreware several of us exin 1826 there in the dodeneenee forestPlfloringoring our place that measuredelm treethere waives a big
29 feetfeel inila thai

in the countrywasM the largest one
tall and straight andanait wasvaS wonder out to a wonderfulluiiteit brabrancnobesbei spread
this tree was a hollowbollowextent cloaelose by
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over twenty intwelve feet deep and
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I1 found a bell ofef a peculiar make asae I1

workman it wa
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oval in shape noighteight inches long
weldvold or learn viBiblebles had been brazed

with a metal ippeionOB thebe outside of an luchinchsodhd brawbrass
of time bad wastbut wethe lapse
the bell was of0odd it toin amegame
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when I1 notgot holdbold of the bell I1 oomcow

benedluenser to ring it my father AD

those with himbiln came to the
place where I1 fefoaudund ltit I1har
took it and inspected it closely

it was thehe beltbeat bell he had eveavei
eon superior to those of0 the present

time the people watthat made it must
have lived here long before the inI1 n

cisnealln inhabited this country thai
bell was a marvel to90 all who saw it or
heardbeard its tone it waswa kept in the

thirty years and I1 dofamily for over
notnet know what became of it after
teaminglearning of the eearly inhabitants 0

our native amerlamericaCs through the di-

vinely inspired record theabe bookbok of0
mormon I1 have often wished for an
opportunity to via it the place I1 hav
dorl bedibea and thoroughly explore it
fathercather sold biobin place and moved to
brie in 1880 these incident are all
fresh in my mind and since thouthen I1
have gathered WADYmany important items
concerning the early inhabitants olof

this country all going to prove or give
external evidence of the correctness
td inspiration of that acord ballou

isie book of mormon
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GOOD WORD FROM california
SANTA ANA california

december 1896
writing from the hotel richelieu the

best in the city we can say that this is
one of the finest and best laid off cities
in the state it lies in the heart of the
orange country is the seat of orange
county and has a climate to be envied
by any city in the state though it is
near christmas time it is as cleasantoleasant as a
summer day in june

it seems rather strange to see them
preparing for christmas when everything
is so green and the orange trees yellow
with fruit and to hear them talking of
evergreensever greens for christmas trees why
utah boys and girls would be looking
for something they would think more
appropriate such as firecrackers and

havhavinging been appointed in connection
Wwithith elder christensen to leave our
labors in los anangeleseles and come to
orange county we did so and landed
here on december irth after dedicat-
ing the county and the city in particular
to the lord we proceeded to the mayor
who by the way is only chairman of a
board of trustees although the city has
over five thousand people from the
city officials we went to the newspaper
men two otof whom gave us good space
in their papers as long as we are in the
city

there being thirteen different churches
in the city we had some walking to do
to visit the ministers after that was
over we found ourselves where we
started as tarfar as a house to speak in was
concerned next we visited the opera
house and hall men but they all said
money something we hadbad not though
a new thing tor the missionaries in cali
fornia so we thought there was nothing
left but to visit the people at their homes
talk to them privately and if possible
hold meetings in their houses this
continued for two days with many con-
versations but only one meeting think-
ing this slow work we put on all the
face we had and went upon one of the
principal corners inin town and began
singing there was a large crowd
gathered and after meeting we distri-
buted tracts to all who wished thelandthemand
two men came and invited us home with
him we have been on the street two
other evenings this week with about the
same results yet we are still working
for a house to speak in for as some of
the ladies express it it is not socially
nice to listen to the mormonscormons and
especially to stand upon the street to do
so while we have been in this city we
haveave had momoneyney given us and have not
wanted torfor anything

one of old pioneers J M
Moessar took us home the first night
and told us to make hisbis home our home
Wwhenever we desired others have said
the same thing so in california the work
of the lord is beginning to be appre-
ciated we are now stopping with mr
avas at the richelieu hotel though
mr has been away fromfroia utah
sorriesome twenty eight years he is quite
familiar with the early struggles there
and takes delight in telling his experience
with the indians for he was a member
0off the party who withstood the redskinsred skins
in one otof the hardest fought battles of
that time he came to utah in parley
P pratts company in 1847 being one ofof
the number of the second company that
entered the valleys of the mountains

he lived in salt lake city nine years in
springvilleSpring ville two years audand then came to
california in search of wealth he
married miss lucy B clyde of spring
ville who moved to california with him
mr is very desirous of coming
to utah and taking part with the pioneer
association and meeting with the old
indian warriors he would be greatly
pleased to hear from any of these who
took part in the troubles of early days
as he intends visiting utah the coming
season he has never forgotten hisbis old
friends and invites them to write to him
and he will gladlygadly respond after know
ing their addresses

mr and the people in this
city have been very kind to us so also
have the saints of los angeles and
other cities of the state where we have
been GERMAN E ELLSWORTH

JAMES christensen

IN INDIANA AND ILLINOIS

PAYNE indiana december 1896
that welcome visitor the NEWS finds

its way here regularly and I1 can assure
you it is perused with interest I1 left
salt lake city on the irth of january
twenty six in company with elder 1 R
darkclark and others to fill a mission in the
northern states my destination was
marion williamson county illinois at
kansas city we stopped over and
visited independence then continued
on our journey I1 arriving at marion on
the and was assigned to labor in
johnson county illinois I1 remained
there till conference which met in the
latter part of march I1 have nothing
but praises for the people of southern
illinois

at conference I was appointed to
labor at gentry monroe county
indiana and found a kind hospitable
people I1 hadbad the happy privilege of
baptizing a good number which 1I am
pleased to say are all as faithfulfaithlul as can
be found out here after laboring six
months I1 went to conference which
met in crawfordCraw tord county indiana and
after our conference I1 was directed to
return and organize a branch of the
church in monroe county which I1 did
and it is a very good one much inter-
est isis beinbeing taken and in the near
future the franchbranch will be increased in
number

after the organization we were called
to rush county to labor and open up a
new field we arrived without purse or
scrip and found a place to put away our
big grips the old court house having
been torn down and the new one not
being completed and all available room
being taken up by the city ofofficersficere we
went into the country to try and hold
meetings but everything was closed up
against us we were treated well but
a 9greatreat deal of pred juice exists it is
customary to feed the preacher on the
fat of the land and we are no exception
to the rule this is one of the wealthy
countries of the states we have some
friends are making more and the evil
one is howling through some who think
their crattcraft is inin danger the little op
position we get only tends to strengthen
us and make us more determined to sow
more seed and reap a better harvest

FOSTER W JONES


