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v} o them and partake of thelr
tn:::j t:x’:?:;h we wlllingly did. It
would be !pcredulous 10 goine, but
I will stale the fmcie Their bread
was mixed and baked in blocks of
leech wopu eet before fire. The
cbief djsh used was 8 trough ot fallen
tree cut ont and made swnooth, a plece
uf clean home-made linen sptead over
tbe tnp. A cow wal led acroes the log
and placed over the disb, the cloth
acting as u strainer. Tbe milking doue
the ppw wap carefully moved toone
fide. Bread wne crumbed in, and
armed with wooden epoons, we epjoyed
a0 exgelient mesl.

The firet mill of graln pulverizer ]

beech stump cul

oft d hur center untlt
it gvna:aogfaguﬁlclenl depth to form e
Then It W@s amt;t:lth:dn l;:J'l
And dan pestle was used a 1
Vel'lzae:m:l‘hia I(gionls, # broad bhoop with
8 bugkekin rawhide wes placed on it,
8nd mmall holes burnt 1o it to let the
mea] through apd straln tbe hualls.

In 18926 there were several of us ex-
ploring our plsce ID the dense foresl.
There was a big elm tree that measured
29 teet 1ip ciroumference. Thai
wan the largest ope in the country.

t was a wonder, tall and atralgm;_ any
Its brangbes spread ‘out to s wonderiul
extent., Close by tbis tree was a boliow
or depresslon iD the eatith, probably
Lwelve feet deep and over twenly in
Mlameter. Curloslty led me to go dowo
lolo it. When pearl the b.tlom I wep
banglog to & smAll basb, and as I re-

eaved my hold I beard & sbarp ring.

bezan (o tug at the busb and agaln
Deard the sume rioging sound. 1 com-
menced diggipng 8WAY the loose leaves
and girt, and at 8 distance ol Lwo feel
I found a bell of 8 pecuiiar make, ne
made by a master workman, LI was
elght {pohes long, oval 1o sbape, no
wold or seam vislble, bad been brezed
on tbe onlride with s (metal, coppe
and prass, one-eigbth of an I1nch
tbich; but the lapee of time had.wag(_
ed it 1n same plaoces. The bell was ol
tteel that was nol carroded.

When I got hold of tbe bell I com
meneey to ripg if- My fatber anc

those with bim cam® Lo the
place whete L fouwnd it H
lonk 4t mnd jospected il clusely.

Ii waa the best beil be had eve
fesn—supetlor to those of the presenl
time, The people thal made it musi
bave ljved bere long before Lbe [n-

dlans iphabited this country. Thal
bell wap » marvel to all whosaw i1 or
heard fts tope. It Wwai kept in the
tamily for over thirty years, sand [ do
Dol kpow what became of il.  Afte
lesrntng of the early luhabitants o
cur pative America through tbhe di-
vinely lpeplired record, tbhe B.ok o
Mormon, I bsve often wicbed for ap
opportuanity to visit the pluce [ hav
desoribed wnd thoroughly explore it.
Fatber sold bis place and moved lo
Erje in 1830, Toese incldents are all
fresb 1n my mind, and since then I
bave gathered many lmportant ftems
concernlng the early inbabltanis of
tbis gountry, all golug to prove or glve
externsl evidence of the correctnes:
* ud ijoepiration of thal rucord callev

16 Book o! Mormon.
J. H. VAN NATTA.

Omaba Btockmnan, Jan, 6; Girrard
Spear of Balt Lake, Utah, bad six:
en care of range oattle on sale,

GOOD WORD FROM CALIFORNIA.

SAnTA Ana, California,
December 23rd, 138g6.

Writing from the hotel Richelieu, the
best in the city, we can say that this is
one of the finest and best laid off cities
in the state. It lies in the heart of the
orange country; is the seat ol Orange
county, and has a climate 10 be envied
by any citly in the state. Though it is
near Christmas time it is as vleasant as a
samtner day in June,

It seems rather strange to see them
preparing for Christmas when everything
15 S0 green and the orange Lrees yellow
with fruit; and to hear them talking of
evergreens for Christmas trees, why,
Utah boys and girls would be looking
for something they would think more
appropriate, such as firecrackers and
fireworks.

Having been appointed in conneclion
with Elder Chsistensen 1o Jeave our
labors in Los Angeles and come to
Orange county, we did so, and landed
here on December 16th. After dedicat-
ing the county, and the cily ia particular,
to the Lord we proceeded to the mayor,
who, by the way, isonly chairman of a
board of trustees, although the city has
over five thousand people. From the
city officials we went to the newspaper
men, two ol whom gave us good space
in their papers as long as we are in the
city,

There being thirteen different churches
in the city, we had some walkiag to do
to visit the ministers, After that was
over we found ourselves where we
started as far as a house tospeak in, was
concerned. Next we visited the opera
house and hall men, but they allsaid
money—something we had not—though
a new thing for the missionaries in Cali-
fornia, so we thought there was nothing
left but 10 visit the people at their homes,
talk to them privately, and if possible
hold meetings in their houses. This
continued for two days with many con-
versations but only one meeting. Think-
ing this slow work, we put on all the
tace. we had and went upon one of the
principal corners in town and began
singing. There was a large crowd
gathered and after meeting we distri-
buted tracts to all who wished them,and
two men came and invited us home with
him. We bave been on the strect two
other evenings this week with about the
same results, yet we are still working
for a house to speak in, for, as some of
the ladies expressit, "'[Lis not socially
nice Lo listen to the Mormons and
especially to stand upon the street todo
s0. While we have been in this ¢ity we
have had money given us and have not
wanted for anything.

One of Utah's old pioneers, J. M.
Moessar, took us home the first night
and told us to make his home our home
whenever we desired. Others have said
the same thing; so in California the work
of the Lord is beginning to be appre-
clated. We are mow stopping with Mr.
Avas at the Richelien hotel. Though
Mr. Moessar has been away from Utah
some twenty-eight years, he is quite
familiar with the early struggles there
and takes delight intelling his experience
with the Indians, for he was a member
of the party who withstood the redskins
in one ot the hardest fought battles of
that time. He came to Utab in Parley
P. Pratt's company in 1847, being one of
the number of the second company that
entered the valleys of the mountajns.

He lived In Salt Lake City nine years,in
Springville two years, and then came lo
California in search of wealth. He
married Miss Lucy B. Clyde of Spring-
ville who moved to California with him.
Mr. Moessar is very desirons of coming
to Utab and taking part with the pioneer
association and meeting with the old
Indian warriors. He would be greatly
pleased to hear from any ol these who
took partin the troubles of early days,
as he intends visiting Utah the coming
sSeason. He has never forgotien his old
friends and invites them to write to him,
and he will g'adly respond alter know-
ing their addresses.

Mr. Moessar and the people in this
city have been very kindto us; so also
have the Saints of LLos Angeles and
other cities of the stale where we have
been. GErRMAN E ELLSWORTH.

James CHRISTENSEN,

IN INDIANA AND ILLINOIS.

Pavuxe, Indiana, December 24th, 18g6.

That welcome visitor, the News, finds
{ts way here regularly, and I can assure
you it is perused with interest. I left
Salt Lake City on the 18th of Japuary,
twenty six in company with Elder |. R.
Clark and others, to fill a mission in the
Northern States my destination was
Marion, Williamson County Illinois. At
Kansas City we stopped over and
Lvisited Independence, then continued
on our journey. 1 arriving at Marion on
the 22nd and was assigned to labor in
Johnson County Illinois. I remained
there till conference, which met in the
latter part of March. 1 have nothing
but praises for the “people of Southern
Iilinois.

At conference *1 was appointed to
labor at Gentry, Monrce County
Indiana, and found a kind, hospitable
people. I had the happy privilege of
baptizing a good number which I am
pleased to say are all as faithlul as can
be found out here. Aiter laboring six
months I went 1o Conference, which
met in Crawtord County Indiana, and
after our Conference I was directed to
return and organize a branch of the
Church in Monroe County, which I did,
and it is a very good one. Much inter-
est is being taken, and in the mear
tuture the branch will be increased in
number.

Atter the organization we were called
to Rush County to labor and open up a
new field. We arrived without purse or
scrip and found a place to put away our
big grips. The old Court House having
been torn down, and the new one not
being completed and all available room
being taken up by the city officers, we
wenl into the country to try and hold
meetings, but everything was closed up
against us. We were treated well, but
a great deal ot predjuice exists, It is
customary to leed the preacher on the
fat of the land and we are no exceplion
tothe rule. This is one ot the wealthy
countries of the states. We have some
friends, are making more and the evil
one is howling through some who think
their craft is in danger. The little op-
position we get only tends to strengthen
us and make us more determined o sow
mote 5eed and reap a better harvest.

- FosTER W. JoNES.

Qten wooud Bpringe,Colo., Avalanohe:
J. B. Anderson, bridge contraclor of
Bilt Liske City, 1o lo tbie eity Aguring

on the New (astle bridge,



