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might asaa appropriately be spelled in
english maar as maar mizraimioa
miar and maar tireare evidently
derived fromfroin mizraim the namdol
a grandson of noah eg pt is called
chemia by the coptscoats chemia is
supposed to have soine relation to
chem kham or ham the soneon of
noah three forms of the saniesame name
it has been presumed that in the
name of this sonsoa of noah we are to
bookforlook for the origin of that of egypt
originally chem to kham to
etc and dwindling to ahem to
aham to gumtogum to etc and that the
IMM in those names changed grad-
ually to BIBB I and in other districts
to P 11 as often occurs when a soft
conson int like IMIM procprecedeedesaaa hard
one like C in the added syllable

rofo which supposedly means
lot or inheritance consequent-

ly land or kingdomand hence arises
another series of names as ahab to

egypto and ultimately egypt
others choose to trace the origin of
this name to the son of one of 111 i ams
daughters who is the supposed
founder of a prehistoricprepro historic egyptian
dynasty and whose name resem-
bles the term egypt muchenuch more than
ham or bhain

thefhe greater portion of the in-
habitants ofegypt are of that class
who passunder the name of fel-
lahin id estlest tillers of the soil
the fellah calls himself ibn elea arab 51

or son of the arab which appella
tion tois somewhat countenanced by
the fact that the wild desert arabs
and the pastoral tribes of arabs on
the edges of the valley derisively
call him the arab of the walls M

alluding to his dwelling in housesbouses
whereas the true arabs lead a
patriarchal nomadic life dwell
in tents and speak a language more
strictly similar to hebrew and an
chent arabic

we must not suppose to
findand in the modern fellah a true
representative ofancient egyptians
but rather a progeny of egyptians
coptscoats persians syriansassyriansAs greeks
romans Sarasaracenasaracenscens turks etc
as each conqueror like

would transport
egyptian captives alffW off and
transplant into egypt cap-
tives from other distant parts of his
realms the fellahinfellah in are the de-
scendantsants of those mixed egyptian

those former christianschristiana
converted supposedly by the mis-

sionary labors of mark and others of
the ancient disciples who submitted
to the arms of mohammed andemand em-
braced islamism those christians
who would not submit fled to the
deserts caves and grottoes and grad-
ually returned when oppression
ceased and bear the name of I1 yeti I1 II11

goptillGyptill or coptscoats those ancient
idolatersidolidolaaterstors who did not submit to mo-
hammed also fled to various parts
carrying with them some of their
ancient pagan ceremonies mysteries
and rites upon the strength of which
their tell fortunes work
good and evil charms sorcery etc
are known in the world as gypsies
and speak a language composed of
remnants of ancient egyptian cop
tic aramaic hebrew and arabic

prom port said to slut one
notices while traveling nutnot only
a land green like an emerald carpet

frequently moire or veined by num-
erous canals channels and pools
which reflect in silvery humhues the
strong light of the cloudless skies
above but also vast numbers of
gigantic mounds of brick
these mounds ruins of ancient cen-
ters of commerce civilization
science art etc each cover several
square miles of ground and are
called in arabicarabic I1 I1tell or kome ia
such are today the once glorious
cities of lusiamPe Bu bastis serapscrap
iumaum en or on memphis
Ptolemaidon anti

etc I1 willin short describe
one which in most respects is typical
of aalthe others it is called tell
el or the mound of
jewry probably once a house of
bondage unto the jews whose em-
ployment one would judge from
the hundreds of carloads of broken
pottery strewn about the site was
the manufacture of earthenware
goods from the top of the highest
ruin anciently a citadel or strong-
hold built of large and
ornamented with granite alabaster
plaster etc we perceive at it11 dis-
tance deep trenches once full of
water large bulwarksbulwa high walla
and remains of gates and distinctlydistinctly
trace with the eye the outlines of
streets and avenues generally at
right angleangleallsall built of adobe swb ich
though very slowly on account
of the dry climate yet are gradu-
ally crumbling into heaps of earth
nearer by the lunburnt bricks
mixed with straw are clearly dis-
tinguished ass well as the slime
they had for mortar f massive
walls stand one within another just
as ages ago they were telescoped and
caved in by the mighty battering
rams of babylonian assyrian
greek and roman and the only re-
mains of ancient art are fragments
of such gigantic statues columns
and obelisks as had to be broken into
a huhundredadred pieces before they could
be conveyed by camels as construc-
tion material for modern cities and
villages

the pyramids are undoubtedly
the most interesting remainsremain of
ancient art and science that I1 have
noticed on the banks of the nile as
far as I1 have yet proceeded in
number they reach a score or more
of which the great pyramid off

is the grand prototype we
leave the other pyrampyramidsift ourout of the
question for any purpose which
they could the great one
multicould withith much moremore reason
whata then was the objectobeject of this
vastelievast pile some say a storehousestore houhouset a
for grain but it was utterly im-
practicable for such a purpose
others say a safe for royal tresstreasuresures
this pyramid could contain more
bullion and jewels than ever existed
in egypt antiand whence the
needomneed of twenty more yet others
claim that it was an astronomical
observatory strange an observa-
tory from which only half a
dozen tarsstars are visible under favor-
able circumstances and twenty ob-
servatoriesserva toriesorle13 eyeing the same stars
further one teamedlearned individual
gravely smartsasserts that it was the
grave of a bull the god apis

the caves etc on the borders of
the desert on both sides of the nile

I1 will now refer to in conclusion
the caverns excavations
chres and miniature temples cut
into the cliffs which border both
sides of the valley have undoubtedly
served the purpose of graves or sensep
altures for mummified human 6be-
ings or animals but to me it is not
in any way certain that this was
their original or ultimate object
many of them were evidently made
for this purpose solely and were
later inhabited tyity christian monks
as the sign of the cross often attests
being carved into the rockrack over or
through the beautiful hieroglyphics
which still adorn the cell but those
are the common sort but the finest
specspecimensimena of these cliftcliff temples
have though not the identical
yet strictly similar I1internal arrange
heuts to the great pyramid except
that the latter is free of all hierogly-
phics and carved images those
which I1 lavehave inspected have like
the pyramids several chambers a
hall passages shafts a gallery a
wewell or cistern and notwithstand-
ing the whole arrangement is very
spacious there has never been found
but the solitary stone chest oi01 ark of
dimensionsinin very few instances
different from the ark of the coven-
ant and which in size shape orhaagpattern is entirely unlike an egypt-
ian sarcophagus when rambling
alone in these lonely places I1 was
forcibly reminded of the words of
an eminent traveler who wrote

we had been told that what we saw
was a tomb but it required a constant
effort of the imagination toconvince us
that it was such only one sarcopha-
gusus in one chamber and twelve cham-
bersgurs highly ornamented exclusive of
the long corridor and all for notnothinghingl
it may have been a subterranean tem-
ple exhibiting the creed and initiation
of the worshippersworshippers but never was
there such a superfluous waste if we
are to suppose that all this was done
for the reception of one sarcophagus

perhaps as another traveler says
certain tombs cannotcannot be better des-
cribed than in the words ofef ezekiel
who refers to the chambers of image-
ry thus

then said he unto mevme sonpon of man
dig into the wall and when I1 haahad

into the wall behold a door
and he said unto me go in and be-
hold the wicked abominations that
thethey do there so I1 went in and sawanYand behold every form of oreor eaginepin
thinthings and abominable bealts anand alall
the idols of the house of israel por-
trayed upon the wall round about

at a later period these temples
were filled with mummies of men
and beasts whose bones and linen
now lie scattered on the floor
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the quarterly conference of this
stake conveneconvenedtf in cedar city tab-
ernacle on march and
1890 present on the stand of the
stake presidency counselors mor-
gan richardschadds jr and francistnwebsterabt members of the high
council bishops of the various
wards and representative brethren


