might as appropriately be spelled in
English Mazr as Masr.) Mizraim,
Mizr and Masr are evidently
derived from Mizraim, the uaméof

a grandson of Noah. Kgypt iscalled |

Chemia by the Copts. Chemia is
supposed to huve some relation to
Chem, Kbam or Ham the sou of
Noall, three forms of the sanie name.
It has been presumed that in the
name of thisson of Noah we are to
look for the origin of that of Egypt,
originally  Chem-to, I{ham-to,
ete., and dwindling to Ghem-to,
Gham-to, Gum-to, cte., and that the
“M>’ in those names changed grad-
ually to -*B* and in other districts
to *“P,» ag often ocrurs when a soft
consonant like ‘“M’* precedes a hard
one like ‘T, in the sdded ayllable
“lo,* which supposedly iDeaus
*lot’’ or “'inheritance,’’ consequent-
ly land or kingdom,and henve arises
another series of names, as Ghah-to,
Gupto, Gypto und ultimately Egypt.
Others choose to trace the origin of
this name to the son of one of 1iam’s
daughters. who is the supposed
founder of a pre-historic Egyptian
dynasty, and whose name resem-
bles the term Egypt iruch more than
Ham or Khaw.

The greater portion of the in-
babitants 6f Egypt are of that class
who pass:under the name of “Fel-
lahiu id est’’—tillers of the soil.
The fetlal calls hiself‘ibn el arab,?
or son of the Arab, which appelia-

“tion is somewhat couutenanced by
the faet that the wild desert Arabs
and the pastoral tribes of Arabson
the edges of the valley derisively
call him the ““Arab of the walls ”
alluding to his dwelling in houses
whereas the true Arabs lead a
patriarchial pomadie life, dwell
in tents, and speak a langunge more
strictly similar fo Hehrew and an-
cient A-rabic.

We must not BUppuse to
find in the modern fellah a true
represeutative of ancient Egyptians.
but rather a proweny of Egyptianus
Copts, Persians, Assyrians, Greeke,
Romans, Saracens, Turks, etc.,
as each conqueror, like Ne.
buchadnezzar, would transport
Egyptian  captives far off and
transplant  into Egypt eap-
tives from other distant parts of hig
reaima. The Fellahin are the de-
scemndants of those mixed Egyptian
idolators,and those former Christinus
{converted supposedly by the mis-
sionary labors of Mark aud others of
the ancient disoiples) who submitted
to the arms of Mohammed and em-
braced [slamism. Those Christians
who would not submit fled to the
deserts, caves and grottoes and grad-
ually  returned
ceascd and bear the name of <Y bii,
“Qypti*? or Copts. Those anclent
idolators who did not submit to Mo-
hammed also fled to various parts,
carrying with them some of their
ancient Pagan ceremnnies. mysteries
and rites, upon thestrength of which
their desceudants tell fortunes, work
good and evil charms, sorcery, ete.,
are known iu the world as gypsies,
and speak a language composed of
remnants of ancient Egyptian, Cop
tic, Aramaic, Hebrew and Arabic.

From Port Said to Siut oue
potices while traveling npot oculy
a land greeu like an emerald carpet,

when oppression i
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frequently moire or veined by num-
erous canals. channpeis and pools
which reflect in siivery hues the
strong light of the cloudless skies
above, but also vast numbers of
gigantic ;mounds of unburnt brick,
These niounds,ruins of ancient een-
ters of commerce, eivilization,
science, art, etc¢., earh cover several
square miles of ground, and are
called in Arabic ““Tell’”? or “Kome,’’
Such are today the once glorious
cities of Pelusiam, Bubastls, Berap-
ium, En S8hemesh or On, Meniphis,
Ptolemaidon, A phroditopolis, A nti-
nopolis, ete. [ will,in short, describe
one which in most respects istypical
of all thegthers. [t i8 called Tell
el Vahudiyeh or tbe mound of
Jewry, probably once a house of
bondage unto the Jews, whose em-
ployment, one would judge, from
the hundreds of ecarlonjs of brokeu
pottery strewn ahout the site, was
the manufacture of earthenware
goods. From the top of the highest
ruin, anciently a citadel or strong-
hold huilt of large adohea,bricks and
oruamented with granite, alabaster,
plaster, ete., we perceive at a dis-
tance deep trenches once full of
water, large bulwarks, high walls
and remains of gates, and -distinctly
tragce with the eye the outlines of
streets and avenues genperally at
right angles,all built of adobes,which
though very slowly, on account
of the dry e¢limate, yet are gradu-
ally crumbling into heaps of earth,
Nearer by the “unburut bricks
mixed with straw’’ are clearly dis-
tinguished, as well as the '‘slime
they had for mortar.’’ Massive
walls stand one within another, just
as ages ago they were telescoped and
caved in by the mighty battering-
mms of Babylonlan, Assyrian,
Greek and Roman, and the only re-
maing of ancient art are fragments
of such gigaotic statues, eclumns
aud obelisks as had to be broken into
a hundred pieces before they could
be conveyed by camels, as construe-
tion material for modern cities and
viliages.

The Pyramids are undoubtedly
the most interesting remains of
ancient art and science that T have
noticed on the hanks of the Nile as
faras | have yet proceeded. In
number they reach a score or more,
of which the great pyramid of
Djizeh is the grand prototype. We
leave the other pyramirds out of the
questinn, for auny purpose which
they could subserve the great one
eould with much more reason.
What then, was the ohject of this
vast pile? Some eay a store-houre
for grain. But it was utterly im-
practicable for sych a purpose.
Others say a safe for royal treasures.
This pyramid could contain more
bullion ang jewels than ever existed
in Kgypt, aml wheuce the
need of twenty more? Yet others
claim that it was ap astronemical
observatory, Btrange! Anobserva-
tory fromm whieh only half a
dozen stars are visihle under favor-
able circum-tances, and twenty ob-
servatories eyeing the same stars!
Further, one learne:d individual
pravely asserts that it was the
grave of a hull—the god Apis.

The cuves, ete., en the borders of
the desert on both sides of the Nile

I will now refer to 1n conclusion.
The caverns, excavatinnus, sepul-
chres and miuiature temples cut
inte the e¢liffs which horder both
sides of the valley have undoubtedly
served the purpose of graves or sep-
uitures for mummified human be-
ings or animals, hut to me it is not
in any way certain that this was
their original or ultimate object.
Many of them were evidently made
for thie purpose sclely and were
later inhahited try christian monks,
as the sign of the Cross often attests,
being carved into the rock, over or
through the beautiful hieroglyphica
which still adorno the cell, hut those
are the common port,- But the finest
specimens of these clift-temjiles
have tbough ot the identical
yet strictly similarinternal arrange-
meLts to the great pyramid, except
that the latteris free of all hierogly-
phics and carved images. Tlinee
which I L.ave inspected have lfke
the pyramids several chambers, a
hall, passages, shafts, a gallery, a
well, or elstern; and notwithstand-
ing the whole arrangement is very
spacious, there has never heen found
but the solitary stone cheat o1 ark, of
dimensions}in very few instances
different from the ark of the coven-
ant, and which in size, shg_l)e r
pattern is entirely unlike an .Lgy;ﬁ%
ian fsareophagus. When rambling
alone in these lonely places I was
foreibly reminded of the words of
an eminent traveler who wrote:

“We had been told that what wesaw
was a tomb, but it required a constant
effort of the imagination to convines us
that it was such, Only one sarcopha-
gus in one chamber and twelve eham-
bers highly ornamented, exclualve of
the long corridor, and all for nothing!
It may have been a subterranean tem-
ple exhibiting the creed and initiation
of tbe worshippers. But never was
there such a superflunus waste, If we
are to suppose that all this was done
for the reception of one sarcophagus.”’

Perhaps, as another traveler gays,
certain tomhs eannot be better des-
crihed than in the worde of Ezekiel,
w ho refers to the chambers of image-
ry thus:

f“Then said he unto me, son of man,
dig into the wall; and when I had
digged into the wall, behold a door,
and he said unty me, Go in, And be-
hold the wicked abominations that
they do there, so T went in and saw;
and behold every form of creepin, -
things, and abominable beasats, and all
the idols of the honse of Israel por-
trayed upon the wall round about.>

At a laler period these temples
were filled with mummies of men
ang beasts, whose boues and linen
now lie seattered ou the floor.

C.U. L.

Brun, Middle Egypt, March lst,

1890.

STAKE CONFERENCES.

PAROWAN,

The, quarterly conference of this
Stake convened in Cedar City Tah-
ernacle on March 23rd and 24th,
1890, Present on the =tand, of the
Btake presideucy, Counselors Mor-
gan ichards, Jr., and Franeis
Webster; members of the High
Couneit, Bishops of the various
wards, anJ represeptative brethren




