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PONY EXPRESS DAYS,

——

JurLy 30, 1897.—In my reminis.
cences of tue Puny Express recently
appezriog io the NEWS I huve given
the ridgers of that exprese the oredit 1or
béing gqulte s respectable class of peo-
ple, bus alter seeing Lhe paraJde oo the
Twenty-fourth I bave changed my
opinlou and now conejder them ehont
the toughest oitizena Il hue been my
fortuze or fate to Be aeRcolated witn.
Think of §:] After 8 lapee ol thirty.
Blx yesre aod meny of them wese
midyic-ageu at the beginolog of thul
period. On tbhe Tweotly.fourtb the
“Woods? ur ratber tbhs Blleete were

fullof them.

The Herodotus of pony history
makes them but slght e-surviviog,
put then I bave Dotioed on eimilar oc-
casione old hilsturies beluddled snd fig-
ures by extraotion inetesad ol sddilion.
1 must usve el aand 8hook hspde
with 8 pumoer esuflicient to map »
route from bere to Alerks, apd per-
haps that end would be the must eon.
genis) for some ot (Y 088 grizzled olu
prevaricature, whoere eXplolle &rle
obronicted o ‘*tLivatberhend, The
great Biwasb of the @ushuter.” As
I remnrked ex.pooy Flders vo Satur.
day were 88 LDjok &8 leaves ko vajumn-
brasa, all desiniog to ehare, all deserv-
ing, ¢ maured by theiroiliary ospa-
citlee, the ponora attuched Lo toe dle-
tinguiehed ocoupaticn of pvny rider,
And yel among these ex-riders laaing
part in the processlua I suw bultwo
representslives ol the eastern ruau—
Dobsoo end Covingtor.

Whete were Thatoher Groves,
King, Worley, Wright, Littie nod
Calispe: 7 They afe all Utsb hboye
apy were regular riders ouv the Arel
alvision east, I dlecovered from vome

poy Iterature Lhat the rlders were
pasid $150 per montb. Now as jt s a
tact tuat tbey r.ceived but 380
montao, 390 must bave beeo witbnelu
from them 88 a-glalaonly, perbaps for
their good bebavior, acd this herng the
case a8 Oyures don’i lle, It bue oc-
gurred to me DALl 8 convention of tue
eurviviog pony rigers and the widowe
and vfposus of toose deoemsed, for de-
vising weys and mesne for tbe recov-
ery of thin **huck pay"” would be juel
the ihing. Apd whbich (rom my el
male of the pumber clalmjog tv huve
peen On thoee purtion: of the road jn-
jested with Jondisne wouols smouvnli to

about  $19,000,000, the sum re-
ceived by I. snd W. tor
s periea of years of ftreightiog. I

purpoeely put it st tbhie smount, e

that tbe heirs snd admipistrators of
the gentlemen will bave po difficulty
in payiog 1. Conei.er tbe bepefi
euch a convention would confer upon
tbe city, tbat is, proviued 1be city has
s buildipg lurge enoughb to ho!d tbem,
Bome prejudiced individuales may
sneer ai such a suggestion,but I eseure
ibese persona that thie la not tbhe poony
gonoern Lbatl was biiten by the blue
1ai) fly. I ebsll take the earilest oppoi-
tupity to copler wiltu eome ol thoee
most piomlnent gentlemen whose
ecalpe, Bguratively, are dapgliog i1n
tbe wickimpe ol the Qeshute brav s
and endeav¥orl to bring sahodta tennlvn
of the pony express lamily andal
tbough theeuooeesiul purenitof the ob-
ject indicated may prove a barger
route tban soy of tbem bhave yel

atruck, we can al least preambuiate
and recolve.

Oftbe.overlapd and pony express
literatore, mueh of it is rellable wnd
intervotiug, bat eome o! the evente
uarraled werle pure romsabpce, &aod Lthe
dalee assigned for the oocurrence of
soime incivenls where at times wheo
tbe pony express did npot exist, Our
oerresponden’, Who was lomnhawked
wilth 8 eaucer during lhese hoslillgles
be 80 vividly deeoribes seems bol lo
bave recovered bis mestal equmilibrinm
and &ll recollegtion of eveulr, dates
and loeality of tpneir Jocourrence Je
totally obiiterated from bis memory.
And any otber gentlemnn whuse ro-
maotle imagination has produced
quite & orop of diminutive borse
atersinre, nee _had hls bsir raised so
uviten b» thoee eavage barbers -ow’
West that It bas depreesed bis re-
tentive -feonlly to lhat degree that he
hse oo recollection of the loecality ol
bia oative town and the swesl slnger
of the Waeslgh might obant “*Toe
soldier of i1he legion* jo urea major
apd I womld awaken In him
memories of *“Tbe viope-piad hills o
Blugen.*?

And sucbh oaeres arr nolinfrequent,
Bome of your readers will remember
the mlefortunee of tbe man wbo
was proapecliog on the Colulado env
djpgovered a lorcel of diamondes.
Tbe scoonnt of tbis wonderfo) find
represented that it wes a peirified
forcat, nod in pelrifyiog Lhe Liee.
bad beceme pure crystalized catoon,,
The prospector did not discover
this at flret snd it being late 1o the
alterpooo, be turoped ot his mole Lo
graze, vinit a fire at toe foot of one uf
tbe peirified trees aod proceeded Lo
cook bis sopper, and afier eatiefying
bunger, he put vat tbe fre by pouri: g
walter uu it Irom bis capieen, broughi
up his mule apd tied bim (o the petr -
fled tree and Lhe steam irom the fire
bavlog wasbed the dirtoft o i, toe
mule saw bis reflectiov 1o the Jia-
mond mirror, whirled snd let drive
witn both blud fees ai i, etriking the
profpector on bis bump of looalhy snd
objectlng to belng faetened to
suoh a0 enolmously valosble hitobh-

log poat broke away, and the
prusptotor, alter Iylog seneelese
a)l night, awoke Ip the moroing

in a dJdazed condiillon and pulllng
bimxelf logetber turned nle attention
to toe objeot of the mulie’s antipathy
sud was asiouoded Lo behold 1t gliot-
ing, eblmmering, dazzliog snd eoie-
tlisting ip toe eun's ruye lige the sy -
bol ot the lDe¢n’s gou, au@ overcome
with awe a8t the stupendous graoueur
of bje discovely wepk wnd worsulpped
with a frantlc adoration woriby tue
spojent Peruvisug iotensifled by the
gracelal genup-fleotlons of Lhe ghost
dapct, gave & Fegllar pony rider yeil,
seolred nis mule whioh was browslug
oo some dismoud sbools snd sproute
olose by, losded up bls kit aod the
owner of wealth eorpasring ioat oi
Ormus and I[od, poioted bimsell tor
8ait Lakc to smaze tDe world with
the gigaotio muagniflcence of bl
diecovery sud that a select, heppy
few of bls friends might sbare in bis
fabulons wealtb. Apu siler eluding
great nambere of admlirere and friends
seoure in the selection o! & lew oboice
apirite L'e prooceeded to return to Lhe
scebe of bis bewlildering disco very.

But go where he would, cross and

recroes  bis trapks, the party in-
varisbly fetohed up in a eactus grove,
The mule kiok bed distarbed bis
phenological copformation and tbe
dismoond fBpd flattened cul even as
bad ‘hie btump of Jocality, and tbe
mule, havijog vAring % hard winter
sosked bDls voung dlamonds Lo hise
uncle Kimberly cootiones to 1iake
the dmmmood ocake. And thus it ie
with mortuie :fflicted io thie way,
some o! t(hem bheéceme poeBessed
o! an lesolated idea apd the -idew
ohefipg at eolllary confiuement
raltles aroupnd io the vacant brain
owils msaking the viotim sppesr
eccentrio even persunadinog the sutlerer
thal pe'oan “wrlte lor & pewepuper,”
bence the diverslyy of overlana litera-
ture latoly.

In ,mskiog ioquirles after the up-
fortunnle discoveirer of the diamond
foreat, I learped that eome Years ago
ne was employed by cerialn junketiog
officisle to make ap exsmlgatlion and
apd reporl on the wauler eystem of
Mars anod thai subsequentiy they tule=
graophed him (brough tbe medium of
the eympathetic needle uilsputober,
that thelir ‘beads bmd ebrunk to thelr
nalural eize, Lhat tbey were wul of
offipla]l buelness and were sbout tc
promole & Leviathan dlamond trust,
apd wiuld he loan them a few aclee of
his diamond rapob as a buoy to foat

the snlmale, Ar the esympa-
tbelic Deedle esystem  permeaies
tne upiverse be dispatchbed buck

that hu bad slid down **Plumb Bob'
Walker’a aserial- elegtrio gulf stream
into Xlondyke sod musde bie plie,and

wae nol bapkeling uller any losk
diamond fureet.
The geotleman that wag t(omas

bawked with & aspoer bhae glven ue
vcoouule of long rldes epd wonderful
eDuuranoe of ridere, compared (o
whico Curdaby’a ride to Kbivae was a
mere appetizer fora dispepilo stomagchb.
Fiveusa rest. Why, wben I was ric-
jog the pony rng got tired I wsed to
afraxge wiln toe hoys op five oreix
routes to take wu lay off and ocome Lo
town wbile I rosle Lbheir rouies to reat
mysell. Pshaw! Ben Clarg, Osi Hal.
ler, Ichabod and myself made s pro-
position 10 the euperiniendent of the
road to wager $1,000 that eltber of ue
would ride frum #8alt Leake City to

B, Juseph, Mo., withio echedule
time, and it womld @pot have
peen difficult, s by selectlog the

norees we cou)d bave gaiped twenty
hodurs, and tols uivided: iolo & few
nouls eleep on escb oivision- of 1be
road wonld'bave been as much rest ae
we eometimes had Ip vix days oo our
reguiar routes. Bpme personos not puated
as (s the p.ethorio condltion ol tbe pooy
riders puorse, way wonder where Lhe
$1,000 was tv gome from. The sDswer
it very simple. I bad §590 o! thst “back
pay?' bastenlog tv me when tbe pro-
poeition wae made, -

In my correepondence heretofore [
bave been impersonal sud avolded the
proorun I almost entlrely, but for the
beueflt ol those oaptiously oritioal
persony who have expreseed Ltheir
doubts 88 10 my knowledge of the ovel-
land bistory, I will effirm,'on the gom-
plimeots of Ruosseil, Majore and
Waddel that the [cllowing synopels
of my experlenoe oo tbe road is true
0. Kipg!

I wenton the eastero road esrly in
the spring o 1860, and-'wae ffst em-



