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80 1897 in naymy reminisJB

ponypody Fexpressexpress recently
appearing in the I1 havebavo givegivel
the ridersridera of that express the credit torfor
wingbeing quite a respectable class of peo-
ple butbill otterafter seeing the parade on the
twenty fourth I1 navehave changed nay
opinion and now consider them about
the toughest citizens it hasbaa been my
fortaise or fate to be associated with

of I1 I1 after a lapseapse of thirty
matx years andana many of them
middle at the beginning of that
period on the Twenty fourth the
woodaWo odb or rather the streets were
fall of them

the herodotus of punypony history
makesmakee them but eight ax surviving
bulbai then I1 have noticed on similar oc-
casionsesislogs old histories befuddled and fig-
ured by extraction instead of addition
1L must have met and shook bands
alto a numberdumber sufficient to man a

route from here to alaska antiand ter
baas that endand would be the must con
genial for some otof voset ose grizzled ola

whose exploits are
ebroniochronicledled in leatherhead the
great of the Gu shutes As
1peatremarked extx pony riders on satur-
day were as thick soas leaves tola valana
ame all desiring to share allail deserv-
ing it onmo by their

theDOabe bonoraDOYS to toe dis-
tinguished occupation orof pony rider
andABU yet among these ex rideraaldera
partbart in the processionprocess loo I1 saw but two
representatives of0 tue eastern boac
dobson and CovingcovingtontOE

I1

where were thatcherTb atcher gravee
kingI1 worley wrightswright little anand

they are all utah boye

unaud were regular riders ouon the first
east I1 discovered from some

posydoey literature tthatbut the riders werewar
paid per mouthmonth now as88 it m a8
tact they ricereceivedived but 60 a
montomonth 90 must have been witabelo
fram them as a guaranty perhaps for

their A coa behavior aad this being the
figures dondont96 lie it has oc-

curred to me anat a convention orof ane

pony rridersaare and thehe widows
andnd orphans of thosechose deceased for de
biging ways and means for the
eryry of thistb bokback pay would be just
ahelie thing and which from my esti-
mate of the number claiming tuto have
been on t portions of therealthe road in
tested with indians would amount to
boatabout 00 the sum re-

ceived by BR M and W lorfor
a0 rise of years of freighting I1
purposely put it at this amount a

MW abe heirs ananda administrator tfif
anebe gentlemen will have roDO difficulty
ID paying it confer the benefit
snob taa convention would confer upon
abeibe cityclity that laIs provided the city hasbae
a buildingbollding large enough to hold them
some prejudiced individuals waymay
neer aat such a suggestion but I1 assureabear

abow that this laIN not the pony
concern that was bitten by the blue
tallgal aty 1I1 shall take the earliest
dignity to confer with some of those
nuietmoot gentlemen whosewhole

figuratively are dangling in
abe vicki aps oiof me gambute brav 8

imd endeavor to bring abouta tou
pony express family slidand al

though Wesuccessful pursuit of the ob
samaac may prove a harder
roote than any of them have yet

struck we can at least pream bulah
and rereceivetolve

of the overland and pony express
literature much of it Isia reliable and

but some otof the a tents
narrated were pure romance and the
dates assigned foror the occurrence olof
boome incidents where at times whencheo
the pony express did not exist our

correspondent who was tomahawkedtoma hawked
with a saucer dduring themeibee hostilities
hob so vividly describes seems tootnot to
have recovered hisbie mortalmental equilibrium
and all recollection otof event dates
and locality of their cour ie
totally obliterated from hisbis memory
and any other gentleman whose ruro
mantic imagination hasbag produced
quite a crop of diminutive horse
literature hashaa had hisbis hair ralser so
often by those savage barbers oui
west that it haaha depressed hisbie re-
tentive faculty to that degree that hebe
has nond recollection of the locality olof
hi native town andtiusand the sweet singerainger
of the wasatch might abaftubani the
soldier of thebe legion in urea major
and it would awaken in him n
memories of the vinevice clad hillsbills 01

biltgenBi fagenlugen y

and such baess arearc not infrequent
some of your readers will remembert
ibebe misfortunes of we man who
was prospecting on the colorado snani
discovered a forest of diamonds
the account of this wonderfulwon aeiful find
represented thathat it was a petrified
forest and lain petrifyingpetrify ing the treestreat
bad become pure crystallized carcaroonbOD

the prospector did notnoi discover
this at first and it being late in the
afternoon hebe turned out hisbis mule to
graze built ita fire at the tootfoot of one olof

thebe petrified trees and proceeded to
cook hisbr supper and after satisfying
hunger he put out the fire by couri g
water ouon jtit arom hisbr canteen brought
up his mule and tied himaim to the petr
fled tree and the steam irom ththea fire
having washed the dirt oft of it the
mule saw his in the dia-
mond mirror whirled and letjet drive
with both hind tootfeet at it striking the
proFprospector on hie bump of locality and
objecting to being fastened to
such an enormously valvaluable hitch
ing post arke away and the
prospectorprompt actor after lying senseless
all night awoke in the morilmorninglOg
in a dazed condition and pulling
himself together turned bin attentionlouiol
to tue object of the mules antipathy
onandd was astounded to behold it glint-
ing shimmering dazzling and
ti lating in laeabe sons raysraya like ththe19 sym-
bol of thebe ineas god aia overcome
with awe at the stupendous grandeur
of hishie discovery wept and worshippedworshipped
with a frantic adoration worthy thelue
ancient peruvian by the
graceful of the
dance gave a regular pony ridriderIs 1 yelyu
secured nishis mule which was browsing
onoa some dismo id shoots and
close by loaded up his kit and thehe
owner of wealth surpassing that oi01
ormus and ind pointed himself for
daitbait lake to amaze me world with
thehe giganticgigaotto magnificence of hisbl

discovery and that a selectreject baphappypy
towfew of hishie friends might share in nishis
fefabulousbulous wealth and after eluding
great numbers of admirersadmirer and friends
secure in the selection otof a lowfew choice
spirits tiebe proceeded to return to mehe
sceneloons of his bewildering discovery

but go where he would cross and

his tracks the party in-
variably fetched up in a cactus grove
the mule kick had disturbed his
phonological conformation and the
diamond find flattened out even aa
bad hishie bump of locality andaad the
mule having buring a hard winter
soakedbaked hlahis young diamonds to his

uncle kimberlyKimber jy continues to take
the diamond cokecake aridand thus it Isia
with martuis inflicted in this way
somebome of them became possessed
of an isolated idea and the idea
chafing at solitaryeol ilary confinement
rattles around ioin theibe vacant brain
cellscalls making the victim appear
eccentric even persuading the Fufferer
thatthai heaganbe can write for a newspaper
hence the diversity of overland litera
ture lately

in making inquiries atterafter the un-
fortunate discoverer of the diamond
forest I1 learned that some years ago
be was employed by certain junketing
officials to make an examination antsand
and report on the water system of
mare and that subsequently they teletale 4

graphed him through the medium of
the sympathetic needle dispatcher
watthat their heads hadbad shrunk to their
natural size that they were cut of
official business and were about to
promote a leviathan diamondalamond trust
and would he loan them a few acres of
his diamond ranch aa a buoy to float
the animalsantmale As the sympa-
thetic needle system permeates
the universeun iveree he dispatched back
that hebe hadbad slidelid down plumb bob
Wal kera aerial electric gulf stream
into klondikeKloa dyke and made his acl
was not hankering alterafter any lost1089
diamond forest

the gentleman that was toma
hawked with a saucer hasban given us
9eco of long rides and wonderful
en auranceoce of riderriden compared to
watch s ride to khiva waswaa a
mere appetizer forforaa stomachatom aoh
give us a restreet why when I1 was rid-
ing the pony bucl got tired I1 used to
arrange with theme boys onOD five or SIXeix
routes to take a layjay off and comecolne to
town while I1 rode their routes to rest
myself bunclarkben darkClark cahhalcal hal
lerier ichabod and myself made a pro

to the superintendent of the
road to wager 1000 that either of uaas
would ride from salt lake city to
stbt joseph moimo within schedule
time and it would not have
been difficult as by selecting thinhe
horse we could have gained twenty
1hoursre and this divided lotointo a few
hoursbourn sleep on each aldivisionvision of thelie
road would have been as much rest asaa
we sometimes had in sixall daysday on our
regular routes someborne persons not posted
asaa tj the po condition of the pony
riders purse wayluay wonder where thebe
1000 was tou come from the answeranew or

itif very simple I1 had of that buckback
pay JIP bastenhasteningtog to me when the pro-
position was made

in my correspondence heretofore I1
have been impersonal and avoided the
pronoun I1 almost entireentirelylyl but for shebe
benefit of those captiously criticaloal
personsbersots who have expressed theirbeir
doubts as to my knowledge of wethe over
laud history I1 will affirm onlon the oomcom
pigments of russell majors and
waddel thatbat the following ayno paiapelf
of my experience on the road Isia true
0 kingl

I1 went on the eastern road early lain
the spring otof 1860 and waswaa first smem


