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lookout toits an immense hill which rises
almost straight up from the shore and
the top of which can be seen for milesallea
around

when selkirk arrived in london hishh
story became the talk of the town it
wasvan told in all of the clubs and coffee
houses and sir richard steele made a
paper describing Selkirks adventures
in one of his papers he tells how
selkirk at first landing in england

teemeddeemed to have lost the character of
the average man by wohis solitude but
now later on this strangeness wore off
selkirk published aa little pamphlet of
twelve pages describing his wanderingwanderingsSk6

the bulk of the story of robinson
ertcrusoeisoe however was from the brain
of daniel de foe and it was his ge-
nius that made it the greatest story
of adventure the world has ever known
it was written in london and was first
published years ago A copy of the
first unabridged and original edition is
to be seen in ELa glass case in the brit-
ish museum library later editions
have been considerably changed and it
is said there are few books which have
been so mutilated by the printers ro-
binson crusoe is now to be found in
arnost every known lamlanguageguage it has
been printed in spanish german ital-
ian russian greek and arabic and
when I1 waswaa in china aa few years ago
jI1 was told that a chinese edition of
the story was exciting the youthful
minds among the celestialscelestials

had robinson crusoe been really cast
upon juan fernandez he would prob-
ably have suffered more than he does
to this story thete island toIs bleaker and
colder than de foes picture of it it
toIs only twelve miles long by about
seven miles wide but parts of it are
the picture of desolation it is a great
mass of rocks which rises upward
from the waters for more than a thous-
and feet it is made up of hills and
mountains of little ravines and val-
leys

va-
lley the northern halthalf of the island
toIs covered with a dense vegetation as
mr spencers photographs show but
the southern half tois as bleak and bare
as the western slopes of the andes in
the rear of the peruvian desert the
most of the shores are inaccessible
theothea best landing place is at cum-
berland bay at which point there toIs
now a fishing settlement which in-
cludes about all of the people of the
island there are it is said only fif-
teen people now living there back of
the settlement on the bay there are
cottages or straw huts which once
formed the homes of quite a number
ofct settlers who lived here these huts
are made of cane with straw
there are gardens about some of them
and at one time there was an aarl
cultural colony here one man at-
tempted to start a stock raising plan-
tation and he had it is said as many
as head of cattle and an eequal
number of sheep grazing in the val-
leys on the north of the island of
late however I1 am told that this busi-
ness has almost entirely disappeared
the cattle are allowed to go wild and
there are now on the island wild sheep
wild goats and wild mules I1 give this
statement on the authority of photo-
grapher spencer

there toIs no doubt but that juan fer-
nandez is a rich land as far as the
soileoll of the northern part of it toIs con-
cerned and with this new colonizing
scheme it may support quite a large
number of people the hills are cov-
ered now with wild oats and there
is good grass in every open spot the
fruit trees planted more than a hun-
dred years ago by selkirk and others
have reproduced themselves and there
are many wild fruits while the grapes
which you find in the woods are as de

liciousclousli as those which robinson crul
soe dried for raisins there axeare peach
es pears and quinces growing wild
and also wild vegetables A peculiar
plant is the pangabanga which has leaves
forming a cup as big as an umbrellabrella
this fills with water when it rains and
stays full asan long as it is cloudy when
the sun comes out it begins to wilt and
the water flows out

there are a number of caves on
juan fernandezmandezFe and several are point-
ed out inili which it is said that alexan-
der selkirk lived one of these which
lies in a ridge of volcanic rock is as
large as the average parlor with a roof
from iten to fifteen feet above the floor
the door to this cave Is about fifteen
feet high and its extent to the rear at
least feet it shows signs of
having been lived in ther are little
holes or pockets scooped out of the
walls such as are mentioned in robin-
son CrusocrushesePs description of his cave
home and here and there on the walls
you asee rusty nails which were once
used by those who have lived here in
the past it is said that the cave was
the resort of the buccaneersbucca who once
ravaged the coasts and ships of this
part of the world the nails may have
been driven into the walls by them
and from the same source probably
comes a otone oven which has been
built in the rear of the cave other
caves are covered with ferns and the
vegetation Is so luxuriant that it is
easyea sy ito imagine thatmat selkirk like robi-
nson cragoe might have set out
hedges about his caves which would
gooon have become walls of trees and
have hidden them from view

at one time chile had a penal settle-
ment on juan fernandez more ithan
a Ithausand criminals were kept here
under the charge of a governor undand
guards you can still seeaee the ruins of
the fortificationsf of that time one of
the sights of the island are theithe damp
and ternfern covered dungeons which were
dug out of the bluff facing the harbor
these dungeons were among the most
horrible ever constructed by spanish
cruelty for the torture of men they
were entered by vaulted passages
which led from one damp chamber to
another they were without ventila-
tion and were as dark as egypt at theithe
time of the plague some of the cells
were far underground and were so
small that their occupants could not
stand upright within them the pris-
oners at one time murdered the guards
and of them escaped and landed on
the shores of chile here they were
captured and were taken to valparaiso
and shot the other prisoners who
had been debt upon the island escaped
and by different ships found their way
tobo other countries

there tois a monument to selkirk on the
island of juan fernandezmandezFe it is a mar-
ble tablet set in the rocks at robinson
crushesCru lookout it was placed
there by some english naval officers
about thirty years ago the inscription
reads as follows

in memory of
alexander selkirk

mariner
A native of largo in the county of

fife scotland who lived on this
island in complete solitude

four years and tourfour months

he was landed from the chinque ports
galleygabey 96 tons 18 guns A D 1704

and was taken off in the duke
privateer february 1709

he died lieutenant of H M S wey-
mouth A D 1723 aged 47 years

this tablet tois erected near Selkirks
lookout by commodore powell and

the officers of H M S lopaze
A p 1868

Tthe uninhabited galapagos islands oftoff

the coast of ecuador have morebaere re
bently had an alexander selkirk TSI
man was deserted by his comb
and when found years afterward 33
was quite naked and was carrcarrying IL

his back he hadpigpie on lived uv
fruits and roots and had caught wgwals
cattle in traps and had killed themwith a spear made of a pocketdocket
tied to a stick his hut was made of thtbhides of such cattle of which theftwere a number on the island having
been left there years ago when 1ass
place was used as a penal colony
ecuador

other interesting islands are foufoundin the great archipelago which itlieses balbet-ween here and cape horn theme 17
shall travel among on my way aroutinthe southern end of south americathe most interesting of all the pacific
islands however are the guano islandothey are in proportion to their suitthe richest islands of the world tap
they have already added more
one billion dollars to the
wealth think of pulling a billion doladlars out of a dunghill that is whatperu has dug out of her guano IslandSLher creditors are getting e
out of them today although nonothingtawlike the enormous sums realized ininesspast these guano islands are em
all along the coast of peru I1 first emrthem north of lima near the shores

a

of and at Pacaspacasmayomayo 8a gcafship from the lobos islands eacamelliacamelme WlkAfor mail and provisions off the BILYbay 31ofperu I1 saw the famous
islands which have produced loftethan twelve million tons oft this ahtes
manure and have brought into ajsa
peruvian treasury millions upon WNAHlions of dollars the shipping of gnuottliais going on from these islandsalthough the deposdepositsI1 ts are to atent exhausted the american ajrrgrace co of lima have thetheota

ra
abaktracts for loading the saps and asshave docks and machinery at ththeaous islands for getting the guano dusk I1lthe earth and on to the vessels atX astold that the shipments of the burrestcur reStyear will not probably exceedtons t

the guano islands are merely rof volcanic rocks which have riaeriSvaout of the ocean they have notaft Ablade of grass nor any green thing ost
them and are merely rockrockyY islameslanda s
covered with a ragged white devoist
it never rains upon them and ANUlousthousandsands of years the manure IVthem and lay and grew in
from age to age porfor some reasonerrea
other the pelicans sea gulls and offerbirds which feed by the inwaters of these parts of the world
chosen these islands as theltheirr inq

E

ro places they pick out cerbucert
of them and age after age year alyear and night atterafter night theto them by the thousands and Qrest ther are often other islands nwhich to all appearance are quitequit tdesirable but which areeven the disturbance caused by the flftmoving of the guano does not
prevent the birds returning to M
roost on the chincha islands wcwere supposed to be entirely xhah
fresh deposits of guano have recent
been made and in 1894 ttonnewlew guano was actually shipped ineary every one knows that guognialejfit J
the excrement of birds A owmaseailwhich is one of the smallest of
guanocuano producing birds will drop
four to six ounces of excrement 4
indand in the breeding seasonseaon of tnten W
about twenty eight pounds
birds produce more and the inmany X

deposits throughout the ages hahaar1these vast quantities guama
however other things lixtamixta ri
the material taken from theme te
made up also of dead seals ahr
upon the guano rocks to dl


