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Lookout is an immense hill, which rises
almost stralght up from the shore and
the top of which can be seen for miles
around.

When Seiklrk arrived in London his
story became the talk of the town. It
was told In all of the clubs and coffes
houses, and Sir Richard Steele made a
paper describing Selklrk’s adventures
in one of his papers. He tells how
Selkirk at first landlng in England
seemed to have lost the character of
the average man by his solitude, but
now later on this strangeness wore oft.
Helkirk published a little pamphlet of
twelve pages describing his wanderlngs.
The bulk of the story of Robinson
Crusce, however, was from the braln
of Danlel De Foe, and it was his ge-
jlus that made it the greatest story
of adventure the world has ever known.
It was written {n Lendon and was first
published 179 years ago. A copYy of the
first unabridged and original edition is
to be seen in a glass case in the Brit-
tsh museum library. Later editions
have been conziderably changed, and It
is suld there are few books which have
been so mutliated by the printers. Ro-
binson Crusoe !s now to be found in
amost every known language. It has
been printed in Spanish, German, Ital-
ian, Russian, Greek and Arable, and
when I was in China a few years ago,
I was told that a Chinese edition of
the story was exciting the youthful
minds among the celeatials.

Had Hobingon Crusce been really cast
upon Juan Fernandez he would prob-
ably have suffered more than he does
in his story. The island is bleaker and
colder than De Foe's pleture of it. It
is only twelve miles long by about
=even miles wide, but parts of it are
the picture of desolation. It is a great
mass of rocks, which rises upward
¢rom the waters for more than a thous-
and feet. It is made up of hills and
mountains, of little ravines and val-
teys. The northern half of the island
{s covered with a dense vegetation, as
Mr. Spencer's photographs show, but
the southern half is as bleak and bare
as the western slopes of the Andes in
the rear of the Peruvian desert. The
most of the shores are {nacecessible.
Thes best landing pilace iz at Cum-
berland bay, at which polnt there is
now a fshing settlement which in-
cludes about all of the people of the
island. There are, it is sald, enly fif-
teen people now living there. Back of
the sgettlement on the bay there are
cottages, or straw huts, which once
formed the homes of quite a number
of settlers who Hved here. These huts
are made of cane wattled with straw.
There are gardens about some of them,
and At one time there was an agrl-
cultural colony here. One man at-
tempted to start a stock-raising plan-
tatlon, and ha had, it Is sald, as many
ag 30,000 head of cattle amd an equal
number of shecep grazing in the val-
leya on the porih of the island. Of
late, however, I am told that thls busi-
ness has almost entirely disappeared,
the eattle are allowed to go wild and
there are now on the island wild sheep,
wild goats and wlld mules, I glve this
statement on the authority of Photo-
grapher Spencer.

Thevre 18 no doubt but that Juan Fer-
mandez I8 & rich 1land as far As the
#0fl of the northern part of it is con-
cerned, and with this new colonizing
g#cheme it may support quite a large
number of people. The hills Are cov-
ered now with wild oats, and there
§8 good grass in every open spot. The
fruit trees planted more than a hun-
dred yvears ago by Selkirk and others
have reproduced themselves, and there
are many wild fruits, while the grapes
wwhich you find In the woods are as de-

lHelous as those which Robinson Crui-
soe drled for ralisips. There are peach-
es, pears And quinces growing wild,
and also wild vegetables. A peculiar
plant is the panga, which has leaves
forming a cup as big as an umbrella,
This fills with water when it raing, and
stays-full as long a¢ it fzcloudy. When
the sun comes out It beglns to wilt, and
the water flows out.

There are a number of caves on
Juan Fernandez, and several are polnt-
ed out In which it is sald that Alexan-
der Selklrk lived. One of thess whlich
Mes in a ridge of volcanle rock, is as
large as the average parlor, with a roof
from iten to fifteen feet above the floor.
The door to thls cave !s about fifteen
feet high and its extent to the rear at
least thirty feet. It shows signs ol
having been lived In. Ther are little
holes or pockets scooped out of {he
walls, such as are mentioned in Robin-
son Crusoce's description of his cave-
fiome, and here and there on the walls
you see rusty palls which were once
used by those who have lived here in
the pa=st, It 1s sald that the cave was
¢he resort of the buccaneers who once
ravaged the coasts and ships of this
part of the world. The nails may have
been driven into the walls by them,
and from the same source probably
comes a stone over which has been
built in the rear of the ecave. Other
caves are covered with ferns and the
vegetation is so0 luxurlant that it ls
easy tto imagine that Selkirk, like Rob-
inson Crusce, might have Bet out
hedges about his caves, which would
sooon have become walls of {rees and
have hidden them from vilew.

At one time Chile had a penal settle-
ment on Juan Fernandez. More ¢than
a thousand erlminals were Kkept here
under the charge of a governor and
guards. You can still see the rains of
the fortifications of that time. One of
the sights of the island are the damp
and fern-covered dungeons which were
dug out of the bluff facing the harbor.
These dungeons were among the most
horrible ever constructed by Spanlsh
cruelty for the torture of men, They
were entered by wvaulted passages
which led from one damp chamber to
another. They were without ventila-
tion and were as dark as Egypt at ithe
time of the plague. Somg of the cells
were far underground apd were so
amall that their vccupants could not
stand upright within them. The pris-
oners at one ¢me murdered the guards
and 300 of them escaped and landed on
the shores of Chile. Here they were
captured and were taken to Valparalss
and shot. The other prlsoners who
had been lefit upon the 1siand escaped,
and by different ships found their way
to other countries.

There {s 4 monument to Selkirk on the
Island of Juan Fernandez. It is a mar-
ble tablet set in the rocks at Roblnson
Crusoe’s “Lookout.” It was placed
there by some English naval offiecers
about thirty years ago. The {nscription
reads as follows.

In Memory of
Alexander Selkirk,
Mariner,

A native of Largo, In the County of
Fife, Scotland, who lived on this
Istand, In complete Solitude,
four years and four months.

He was landed from the Chingue Porta
galley, 96 tons, I8 guns, A, D. 1704,
and was taken oft in the Duke,
privateer, 12th February, 1709.

He died Lieutenant of H. M. 8. Wey-
mouth, A. D. 1723, aged 47 vears.

This Tablet is erected near Selkirk's
lookout by Commodore Powell and
the officers of H. M. S. Topaze,

A, D. 1868,

The uninhabited Galapagos Islands off

the coast of Ecuador have more re-
cently had an Alexander Selkirk. ‘Thig
man was deserted by hls companions
and when found years afterward he
was quite naked and was carrying s
plg on his back, He had liveg Upon
fruits and roots, and had caught wila
cattle in traps and had killed them
with & spear made of a pocket knife
tied to a stick. His hut was made of the
hldes of such cattle, of whieh there
were 2 number on the island, havip
been left there years ago, when thige
place was used as 2 penal colony for
Ecuaclcnr.1 . 1

Other interesting Islands ar

in the great archlpelago whieh e“:g\.;’ncl
tween here and Cape Horn, These e;[
shall iravel amoRg On my way around
the southern end of South Ameri
The most Interesting of all the Pacfﬁaﬂ
islands, however, are the Guang Ialmd:
They are, in proportlon to their size
the richest islands of the worlg tc'
they have already added more .thor
one billlon dollars to the wt:)rlc?:':l
wealth. Think of pulllng a billiop dola
lars out of a dunghill. That (g wh ;
Peru has dug out-of her guang isla.ndas'
Her creditors are getting something
out of them today, although notl-ung
like the enormous sums realized jp t,hg
past. These guano islands are scattere§
all along the coast of Peru. I firat g
them north of Lima, near the shol!}w
of Salavary, and at Pacasmayg g U -
ship from the I.obos Islands camearlw
for mall and provislons. Off the Ra o:;
Pisco, Peru, I saw the famous Chln};h
Islands, which have produceq mora
than twelve milllion tons ef this bl 3
manure, and have brought into t;:
Peruvlan treasury millions upon mue
lions of dollars. The shipping gr guan-
is golng on from these islands toda -
although the deposits are to g large -+
tent exhauste¢. The Ameriean ﬂmexi-
Grace & Co. of Lima have the o
tracts for loading the shps, ang :ﬁn_
have docks and machinery a:t the vaey
ous islands for getting the guang out Tor
the earth and on to the Vessels, T -
tol;l tl:ve'ljt“ the tshipn';)ents of the ;:urr::!x‘:
year no roba

year p bly exceed 20,000
r'I‘he]Gul:no Islands are m
of voleanic rocks which hav

out of the ocean. They hiv':si';t“},’
blade of grass nor any Erecm thing on
them, and are merely rocky fslands
covered with a ragged white deposit.
It never ralns upon them and
thousands of years the m!;uure u :r
them and lay and grew |p quanfltxyi
from age to age. TFor some reason or
other, the pelicans, sea gulle and other
tirds which feed by the millions in the
waters of these parts of the worlq have
chosen these islands as their nightly
roosting places. They plek gut certain
cef them and age after age, year after
vear, and night after night, they fly
to them by the thousands and thers
rest, Ther are often other islands near
which te all appearance are quite as
desirable. but which are untouched.
Even the disturbance caused by the re-
moving of the guano does not seem to
prevent the birds’ returnlng to their
roost. On the Chincha Islands, which
were supposed to be entirely exhausted,
fresh deposits of guano have recently
been made, and o 18%4 30,000 tons ot
Lew guano was actually shipped,

Neary every one knows that guano is
the excrement of birds. A sea gull,
which {3 one of the amallest of the
guano-produelng birds, will drop from
four to six ounces of exerement a day
and in the breeding season of ten weeks
about twenty-eight pounds. Other
birds produce more,and the many little
deposits throughout the ages have made
these vast quantities, Guamno has,
however, other things mixed with it
The materlal taken from the beda is
made up also of dead secals, who crawl
upon the guano rocks to dle. There

erely masses



