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manner that showed careful and ex-
tended study and was not only very
instructive but reflected highly upon
the instructors ability as a teacher

president joseph F smith and
apostle john henry smith each made
instructive remarks referring to the
improvement era the success that it
was meeting with and the work that
it was hoped it would accomplish in
supplying the young people with such
reading matter as would assist them
in the study of the gospel and learn-
ing of the truths of the same they
urged salt lake officers to do their
part towards swelling the subscription
list and placing the magazine in the
hands of the people

the following appointments of lec-
turers were read

TUESDAY DEC 14 1897

first ward mrs annie K hardy on
women of the book of mormon

second ward prof joseph T kings-
bury thoughts on life and man

third ward elder andrew jenson
palestine and its people

fourth ward dr mattle H cannon
the cliff dwellers

fifth ward elder charles W pen-
rose the problem solved by mormon-
ismsixth ward prof geo M marshall
the settlement of virginia and coloni-
al litelife ini the south

seventh ward mrs nellie IT little
an evening with the poets

eighth ward prof wm M stewart
eifeaffe and its preparation

ninth ward elder geo reynolds
the language of the book of mor-
mon

tethtenth ward mrs minnie J snow
bible heroines

eleventh ward president angus M
cannon early training and consist-
entt practiceon

Ttwelfth ward president jomejosephph F
smith heavens first law

thirteenth ward mrs lillie T
freeze obligationsobligation of young men
and youyoungrig women to each other

fourteenth ward elder james A
langton christ as a miracle worker I1

christ as a preacher
TUESDAY DEC

fifteenth ward elder john
gon the plan of salvation

sixteenth ward mrs lucy W smith
missionary experiences

seventeenth ward bishop 0 F
whitney the dispersion and gather-
ing of israel

eighteenth ward elder B H rob-
ertsrt i the morning of our civilization

nineteenth ward mrs lizzlelizzie S wil-
cox

twentieth ward prof whiting
ritsfruitstwenty first ward elder joseph E
taylor the law of tithing

twenty second ward mrs susabum Y
gatesates

twenty third ward elder nepal L
morris doubt

brighton elder richard A shipp
theory and practice

cannon dr maggie C roberts
forest dale apostle john henry

smith loyalty
farmers mrs amanda done
it was announced that the lecturers

lorfor the county wards would be read at
the meeting to be held at murray on
priday night prest JEL H bradford
of center ward was appointed to con-
duct the exercises at next meeting
uponlipon lesson seven 7 from the manual
and after singing we thank thee 0
dodl for a prophet the benediction
was pronounced by elder M D wells

JT B HIGGS secretary

A VISIT TO CUMORAH

cohoctonCohocton steuben co N Y
nov 24 1897

it pleasure to have a visit
from elder A P kesler president of

the mission from nov ath to the
and on the and lath we held our
conference meeting with the elders
and saints of the cohoctonCoh octon conference
elder kesler was desirous of making
a visit to the hill cumorah while so
near to this historic spot and on the
morning of the we started from
cohoctonCoh octon to that sacred place

after a drive of 12 miles we came to
naples with her rich vineyards and
neatly finished churches along on the
side hills and we were almost tempted
to discontinue our journey and seek
for a mars hill on which to declare
the unknown god to the people of
that village

we stopped for lunch on the shore of
the canandaigua lake and atterafter eating
some of the proproductluct of the lake and
seeing what nature had prepared for
the use of man in this vicinity we
could realize why the aborigines were
so persistent in maintaining their pos-
sessionsession nuts berries and fruits of
almost every description grow abund-antly along the shores of this beautiful
lake furnishing man with the needful
food we journeyed the entire length
of the lake and stopped at the canan
daigue village for the night

this left us with but a six miles
drive to the sacred hill

after surveying the hill and locating
as best we could the spot from which
the plates were taken we obtained
some souvenirs canes and pebbles as
mementos of the place where once
the great prophet deposited
the sacred records of his once enlight-
ened race

the next place of interest to us was
the house where the prophet joseph
lived at the time he received the in-
structionst from the angel moroni in re-
gard to these records the old house
still stands not far from the hill on
the best farm of that neighborhood
the house tois a memorial of the indus-
try of the smith family we were
kindly shown through the house by
the owner mrs chapman and we
wwereere particular to go into every room
that we might say that we were in
the room where the angel moroni tar-
ried and taught the boy prophet we
also obtained a piece of flooring which
was removed when putting a heating
apparatus into the house these folks
also have a chair that once belonged
to brigham which we were permitted
to occupy for a short time the peo-
ple who own this farm are very kind
and generous to all of our people who
visit them and are always glad to
show them through the housewe did not have time to drive to
palmyra to view the first printed copyc
of the book of mormon now owned by
mr saxton of the first national bank
of dalmyrapalmyra but drove back as far as
cheshire on the canandaigua lake and
camped for the night

the people of this village informed us
that brigham young once lived and
held meetings in this place and we
were permitted to view some of his
workmanship while a carpenter an
old flaxbrake well preserved was
shown to us as some of president
youngs work and was held as a great
relic by its owner

we returned to cohoctonCoh octon on the even-
ing of the and prepared to hold
conference meetings our first ap-
pointment was in the cohoctonCoh octon opera
house on the evening of the at
which we had a good attendance

although much prejudice existed in
the minds of the people yet after this
meeting all seemed to be satisfied with
the explanations of the mormon doc-
trine

on sunday the lath our testi-
mony meeting was held at brother
earl Ow enss and public meetings at
the south church at loon lake in the
afternoon and evening with a fair at-
tendance at each
at the afternoon service the traveling

elders of this conference occupied haad
time and explained our doctrine to all11II
present the most of the time at theow
evening service was occupied by 01
der A P kesler

priesthood meeting was held bethae
meetings and reports from the revend
districts were given by the eidem
which showed marked progress in the
work of the lord in this part of the
vineyard and all the elders were well
pleased with the good instructionsinstruct tona
given

our branch here Is in a flourishhW
condition and has a membership of
over 3635 souls and our regularly week-
ly meeting and well organized sabbath
school provide good instructions foror
both old and young

the saints are rejoicing over their
financial affairs as they are in a great
potato producing locality and the ad-
vanced price and good crop make
them feel that the lord has not for-
saken them in this respect he kmkas
also blessed them abundantly with
his spirit and in some instances the
sick have been restored to perfect
health while the power of the destroy
or seemed to grasp themthemasas it were
unto death

the elders all went to their revend
appointed counties with a renewed deae
termination to do all in their poorerdower
to advance the cause of truth

if any of the saints at home home
relatives and friends in any of the
following counties they would be
cited gladly by the elders who we
laboring there

T T burton and ell bennett box
cohoctonCoh octon steuben county N TY

W BR derr and J M Calder weed
box corningcoming steuben coucoultyItty
N Y

J H bess and H TL H
Whitwhitneys crossing allegheny cocounty
N Y

E T burton and henry wight TH
cattaraugusCattar augus councountycounton N T

W D shaw and R J watson in1mira chemung county N Y
THEODORE T BURTON

president of cohoctonCoh octon conference

FLORIDA NEWS

elder lafayette dana of mesa city
arizona writes from ThomaThomasvine
georgia as follows under date
of november 1897 0
november 15 1897 we left the
beautiful little city of thomasvilleThomas ville aitat the depot we met elders faux aand
brown they said they would seeee Wout in the woods we waited for them
about a mile from the city and whenthey came we went to mrmi lish an-
drews and gave out an appointment
for a meeting there was a nice lit-
tle congregation and we held a moot-
ing

meet-
ing the people seemed quite inter-
ested in the sermons after meeting
a few questions were asked us aad
answered

after meeting elder brown and my-
self and jimmie benton got a torch
and put out through the dark pine
woods torfor mr joe bentonsbensonsBentons we fettfendurcur way through the woods and the
trail that we were following goboon
carried us into the big wood just aw
we got into the big wood I1 stumbledkled
into a horse and buggy one of timthe
men in the buggy said something and
elder brown asked him if he werew
talking to him he got no reply and
we went on then they told us to stop
we went right on the bubuggy theuthen
passed us and one of the men got out
and halted us another rode up be-
hind us and they surrounded us they
demanded to see us we asked themto go with us to the house but they
replied their business was such thatneeded no papers and no house sogo
they kept us right there they began
their talk as drunken men will asa
their language was not of the bestbeat


