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Dr. Hayes to this duty, upon the lat-
ter’s request when it was known that
the expedition was organizing, The
DEsERET NEwS can therefore promise
ita readers the series will econtain
everything of a popular secientific na-
ture that will be of a useful and inter-
esting character. The less important
personnel of the expedition will be
described in the lieutenant’s prelimin-
ary artleles,

The Treasury Department and the
Nuvy Department have very kindly
tendered assistance so far as their ves-
sels in Alaskan waters can do so,
wherdver no established lne of com-
munications exist and where such as-
sistance will not interfere with previous
orders,

The U. B. Geological Burvey, and
tire U. B. Const Survey, have gener-
ously supplied the neecessary instru-
ments to make the expedition a success
in their departments.

This is Mr. Bechwatka’s third expe-
dition of like character in that region,
he having commanded the United
States exploring expedition of 1883,
and the New York Times expedition of
1886, For his Alaskan explorations he
has r. eeived the medal of the Imperial
Geopraphieal Bociety of Russia, the
only living American holding it, and
no douht prompted by the fact of that
country having formerly been heli by
Russia.

The sarticles may be expected to be-
£in oot later than the fall, and will be
as continucus (protably vne a week) as
the circumstanee of exploration, com-
position and illustration will permit.

CAUSES AND PREVENTION OF
CONSUMPTION.

IN Woods® Medical and Surgical
Monographs, for April, 189, there is
an exhaustive and Instruetive article
on “The Causes and Prevention of
Phthigis,”” by Arthur Ransome, M. D.
He says that tubercle, in its various
forms, at the present day, carries oft
a great host of persong annually. One-
half of the prople who die between
fifteen and thirty-five, and one-third of
those who die between fifteen and
forty-five are carried off by tuberecle in
the form of phthisis or, as it 1s com-
monly ealled, consumption.

It is only a short time ago since this
disease was considered incurable. Sir
Thomas Watson said: “(ubereular dl-
sease, when established, is beyoni our
power.” This theory no longer hulds
good. The medical profession now re-
gards it both curable and preventable.
In the past 30 yenrs the disease bas
diminished by one third in Engiand
according to the annual death rate.

Professor Koeh’s digovery of the

bacilius organism in a!l cases of con-
sumption was first made known 8 years
ago. This discovery is now becoming
recognized as a scientiffc truth, snd
all the observations and researches
made since 1882 only tend to establish
moré firmly the Koch discovery. This
organism it is demonstrated comes from
the ajr in the majority of cases. ““The
disease i3 found everywhere. In all
climates, in the north, and in the
south, east and west. However,
various the conditions under which
men live, however much they inay
differ in race, in diet and clothing, and
in habits of life, wherever human
beings are congregated together,
there phihisis is to be found.”’

Dr. Rausome gives a table showing
the proportion of those eaused by con-
sumption .out of 1000 deaths in the
various eities of the world. In Vienna
hit fs ighest, being 208. In Rio de
Janeiro it is 186. In Atliens 183, inm
Lima 171, in London 121, and in Rome
114, the jowest in the table.

There 12 also another very interest-
ing table showing, by comparisen, ac-
cording to altitudinal columns, the
distribution of consumption at a rate
per thousand among the living. In
this table Salt Liake City ie the lowest
ot seventy-two columns representing so
many places on the earih’s surface,
Brun, in Moravia, is the highest—ex-
actly ten times greater than in Salt
Lake City. Prague,Vienna an'l Rem-
scheid are the next highest.

The regions comparatively free from
eonsumption are deserts, mountain
regions and aretic realma.

Dr. Ransome contends tbat (his is
owing to sparsity of population. He
holds that as population increases con-
sumption will appear where at one
time it was entirely nnknown. He
admits that occupation has much to
do with its increase or decrease., The
diminutijon of the disease in England
he attributes rather to improved venti-
lation and drainage than to advances
itt medicine. Hethinks that with the
researches now being made, an effec-
tual cure for the disease will in time
be effected.

Tie work from which the foregoing
facts are gleaned 1a published monthiy
by Wm. Weod & Co., New York.

SIGNS OF PROGRESS IN URUGUAY.

THE little republic of Uruguay in
Bouth Amerieca is receiving at present
considerable attention from travelers
and men of trade. Beveral magazines
and innumershle newspaper artigles
have appeared during the past few
months relatipng to it. It is one of the
most interesting of the Latin-A meri-
can couptries. [p gize, climate, soil

‘sixth larger
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and many other particulars it differs
from ils neighbors the Argentine Me-
public and Brazil. It is now causing
muech comment, owing to the fact that
it is entering an era of progress and
prosperity. Atthe Paris Exhibition of
1889 it made a fine display, and pub-
lished glowing reports of its resources.
Uruguay is situated in the south
temperate zope. It lies between 30
degrees and 35 degrees B. L, Brazil
bounde it on the north and east,
the Atlantic southeast and south,
and the rivers La Plata and Uruguay
on the west and southwest. Itsarea is
about 73,000 square miles—about one-
than England. The
country is well wooded and watered.
The climate is moist,mild and healthy,
There are only two seasons, winter and
summer. Ib January the maximum
heat runs upto 97 degrees F. and in
July down to freezing. |
The country presents the aspect of an
undulating plain, with chains of hills
traversing it in various directions, and
interspersed with rivers, lokes and
gtreams. The mountains cannot pro-

_perly be called such, the highest being

less than 2000 feet. The Plata, the
Uruguay and the Negro are important
rivers, and navigable for considerable
distances, There aiso thirteen large
rlvers, supplie! by over 1500 trlbuta-
ries within the republic, making it one:
of the best watered landas in the world.

Every kindof fruiv and grain knowm
in the temperate and sub-trepical
climes can he grown in Uruguay. For
cattle it is a paradise. Its mineral
wealth is but Imperfectly knowu.

Its estimated number of animals in
1887 was 22,000,000, comprising horned
cattle 6,000,000, sheey 18,000,060 and
horses 500,000. 1ts greatest industry is
in the beef amd hide precerving line,
Theestablishment at which Lieoceg’s
extract of beef is put up, kills 1,008
animals daily and emplovs 600 men.

The population in 1888 was 887,194,
Monte Video, ihe fargest city in 1889
had 214,682 people; of these 100,104
were foreign born. Of the Iatter the
Italiane are the most numerous. Next
to thein come the Spaniards, and then
the Brazilians.

Though Boman Catholicity is recog”
nized as the religion of the country,
jet there is perfect freedom for all re-
ligious creeds. It was not alwaysthus.
A few years ago the A rchblshop exer-
cised supreme aunthority hoth in re-

ligion and polities. At present
the Liberal party there care
pothing for the ediets of the
Valican. Monks and nuns have

been abeolutely forbidden to live witb-
in the republic. On the lst of August
1885 all nunneries but one were abol-
ished by act of State. The one whiegh



