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withith grain they can be easily tapped
also shelves are built in the walls so
that convenience can be had without
alsing wood we occupied one one
nightmight and found them to be about fif-
teen or eighteen feet high and the
arched part ranged at from twenty tat
thirty tiers of adobesacobes one tier being
placed just a little inside the other so

they finally closed to a peak all
the outhousesout houses and kitchens are built on
the0 same principle

promfrom hasnahama to hornshoms we had a good
well built road we crossed the orontes
again at a city built on a spur
oftf the mountain standing out boldly
into the narrow valley hornshams we found
totb be quite a stylish little place and
here the police were extraordinarily
good they called and got our names
and sent us an escort a soldier with
whom we maht deposit a back
folh the country around hornshomo wanwab
moderately good though somewhat
hilly Inplaces and a good deal of rocky
anad A little further along the road led
us upp over the mountainmount aln of the syrianat thesetheme being low ranges formed
from the eastern slope of the anti-

ibanon the ravines being for the most
vartdart dry atA we struck the road
tb palmyra and bagdad here we

a strip of land well cultivated
weak tois a small town and has a good
broam of water hence good gardens

the people said it waswa good pure
water bandand we supposed it was but asan

e looked up the stream we saw the
peeblepteble donkey dogs or what not in
wethe streator together dipping out the
wart crr no one eared to dip above his
wn fectorfeet or donkey it was dearclear and

tawa and what difference does it
often we see the women who

aupry water wade right into the
and stand in the water or pool

and dip up the water which they were
first washing themselves in for house
use the filthiness of these people tois in

describablebableattheat iffathe village we put up at next
aier maycock made a discovery
MRhat spoiledpolled brother lamsensLarsens appetite
afif the day now brother may

has anaia eye open for the curious
tbt he discovered thefihe women in a little
ahat bakingbak tak sosa he invited himself to
look accepted the invitation and
walked in he found the good house
ftfeafe beltingbaking slap jacks in a large
earthen vesselveasel about the size ofat a forty

barrel here the good baker had
jadaid hadbad had a hot fire on made in the
bottem of the open vessel or large

the atre however was made up
W k the grass the cows and camels had
beteaeaten a few days ago and when the tirefire
went down a little she quietly reached
down a little more of this fabricated
steel while she quickly and skillfullyfully
lasted the flat cakes of dough on the
emde of the jar this did riotaut help the
appetite but the climax was reached
when the baby a9 little child of a year
or more was seen wading around in the
coarse meal travelers being without
tread hayehave to buy the bread or do
withoutIthout now we try all and surely hold
fast to our methods as being the bestwtwe gireare satisfied of its superiority we
sitfS owour bread from a neighbor whom
we made ourselves believe had treated
the baking differently

once in a while we find a village
ta seesseem moresmore advanced than the
olbers but as a whole they are very
filthy and ignorant it is no wonder
mat smallpox and cholera and fevers
of tVarlous kinds rage in the summer
timeawe

thetha country just north of damascus
1614 strangely thrown up by eruptions in
former ages the ledges are seen to
runran in various directions sometimes
when coming horizontally they will

be broken offof and be seen to
stand upright as it were and thus form
A4 great many curious curves and

not often seen even in theracky mountains As we came out of

the hills and looked down upon the
valley of the barada the surround-
ings of sham or damascus looked like
a perfect oasis in the desert soon it
was seen that they had an irrigating
system canals aidaad ditches were seen
in all directions it appeared to the
writer that the water might be more
carefully utilized hence be made to
cover a larger piece of land but the
people seem satisfied they dig deep
trenches and throw the earth uptip
around the trees or vines and then
they fill the trenches full of water and
allow it to stand in these pools to sink
gardenardenG spots are watered on the same
principle one cause for this one may
suppose to be that the water
supply is but light in the
summer and as the land is
very flat it would allow of that method
and a good deal of water can be turned
on to stand there till it sinks the
grain itself around the city looked
much otof it very well coming along
we saw some of the country butchers
come in with muttonsbuttons dressed for
market some on horses some on don-
keys the meat was laid across the
animals rudely and frequently you
might see a dirty little arab riding
along with a couple of muttonsbuttons on the
same jackassbackas his dark skin and
naked legs rubbing on the mutton not
disturbing himhdm in the least but it
serl disturbed our appetites for
damascus mutton for the time being
but happily we forgot all about it and
when we got into sham we ate our
little mutton stew with a few new po-
tatoes all right

our trip from aleppo to sham in
seven days was made without any ac-
cident and edth much pleasure to our
little company the fare was quite
reasonable and the weather good
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NORTHWEST VIRGINIA conference
lettleton may ath 1898

our conference was held in wetzelcounty at the sugar run schschoolool house
april and the following el-
ders were in attendance A P keslerkeelergoogeo W worthen president of the con-
ferenceferenoe W B stark jasjan M brower
W H rawson wm anderson thosevansevane E hoffa T googeo 8
bunker E M greene S wiser M

C gardner jasper bird S
boltonbolten and peter poxfox the last two be-
ining residents the saturday meetings
were not so well attended but in the
evening the house was crowded dur-ing the day services a of the
elderselfers spoke the evening speakers
were elder george S bunker and
elder kesler who touched at some
length upon the pre existence of spirits
after which the people showed their
hospitality by entertaining us for the
night sunday morning at 10
conference again convened the prin-
ciples of the gospel were explained at
some length by W B stark E Mgreene and googeo W worthen A priest-
hood meeting was held between the
morning and afternoon services at
which the elders spoke favorably con-
cerning their fields of labor some hav-
ing been entertained at the large hotels
several baptisms were also reported
since last conference elder A P kes-
ler then gave us some timely instruct

i eions and gave us our appointments for
the summer

at 2 the house was again
crowded the time waswaa occupied by jasjan
M brower and elder kesler who spoke
upon the apostasyapoeapo tacystacy and restoration at-
ter

af-
ter which owing to the heavy rain
conference adjourned all seemed to
have enjoyed themselves

next morning elder kesler left for
maryland and we began to disperse for
our different fields of labor in some
parts much interest is being taken in
the gospel and almost invariably

friends raised up on every hand the
health of the elders with but one ex-
ceptioncep tion has been exceedingly good

GEO W WORTHEN
president

J M B secretary of conference

A NEW BRANCH

fondu lac march 8 1898

A branch of the church of jesus
christchrist of latter day saints was organ-
ized here on april with E W
croft president of the wisconsin con-
ference presiding after prayer and
singing the brethren and sisters ex-
pressed themselves as being willing to
act in the respective offices and were
set apart by elders E W croft chas
huhl and B S rupp as follows

H L kleisklein presiding elder carrie
edwards clerk chas kollardouar C F
Sommercom visiting teachers edith
latorelafore organist

the sunday school organization waswa
then perfected with chas kollar su-

an
nu-
an
su-

perintendentperin C F Sommerommer comcorn as-
sistantsi carrie edwards secretary and
treasurer eddie Sommer com li-
brarianbr H I1L keels teacher of thothe
theological department carrie ed-
wards teacher of the primary depart-
ment

timely instructions worewere then given
by elders E W croft and C huhl for
the successful working of the organiza-
tions the branch Is small at present
but the saints were encouraged by E
W croft to bring to mind the mem-
bership of the church in 1830 and itsita
advancement since that time

we hheldeld our first sunday school with
nineteen members of which seventeen
were present school was called to or-
der at 10 ELa m with elder rupp pre-
siding and giving an outline of the
work to be carried on in the sabbath
school elder J C murdock also gave
timely instructions

in looking over our record I1 find the
branch here consists of fifteen mem-
bers also nine children under eight
years of age they feel well in the
gospel and we all thank our heaven-
ly father daily that he sent his true
servants to us with his gospel and
gave us knowledge enough to accept
tthee same

CARRIE EDWARDS clerk

GREETINGS FROM A SIFTER

townley ala may 10 1898
A feeling of gratitude prompts me

to dressadress a few lines to yourybur valua-
ble paper last june our settlement
waswaa thrown into a state of excitement
by the appearance of elders slack and
wheeler of utah who began canesscanvass-
ing from house to house distributing
literature etc they received some op-
position from the leading church mem-
bers but finally secured a building and
held a series of betings which were
largely attattendedendea the people were
pleased with their teachings and sim-
plicity of their doctrines but were as-
tonishedtonished that it should flow from such
a source all admitted the fruit to be
purepitre and wholesome but many pro-
nounced the tree as evil many neg-
lected bibles were taken from the
shelves dusted and searchedched for cor-
roboratingroborating testimony of the strange
doctrine

we found what we sought and now
we rejoice in a knowledge that our
course is approved of the father and
feel tb praise and extol his holy name
torfor his mercy we send greetings to
the saints in zion and earnestly wish
for the happiness of our venerable
prophet very sincerely

MINNIE LOO

the utah boys at san francisco en-
joyed a rest on decoration day drills
being few and far betweenbety yeen


