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with grain they can be easlly tapped;
also shelves are buiit in the walls, so
that convenience can be had wlithout
using wood. We occupled one, one
night, and found them to be about fit-
teen or eighteen feet high, and the
arched part ranged at from twenty teo
thirty tlers of adobes, one tler being
placed just a little inside the other, so
that they finally clesed te a peak. All
the outhouses and kitchens are bullt on
the same principle.

From Hama to Homs we had a good,
well built road. We crossed the Orontes
agaln at Restan, a city built on a spur
of the mountain standing out boldly
into the narrow valley. Homs we founda
to be quite a styllsh little place, and
here the pollce were extraordinarily
good. They called and got our names
and sent us an escort, a soldler, with
whom we might deposit a ligtle back-
shish, The country arcund Homs was
moderately good, though somewhat
hitiy inplaces and a good deal of rocky
land, A little further along the road led
us up over the mountain of the Syrlan
desert, these belng low ranges formed
from the eastern slope of the Anti-
Libanon, the ravines being for the most
part dry. At Nebk we struck the road
to Palmyra and Bagdad. Here we
found a strip of land well cultivated.
Nebk Is a small town and has a good
stream of water, hence good gardens.

The people sald it was good, pure
water, and we pupposed it was, but as
we looked up the stream we saw the
people, donkey, dogs, or what not in
the stream together dipping out the
water. No one cared to dip above his
own feet or donkey; it was ciear and

fresh and what difference does it
makes. Often we Bee the women who
carry water wade right into the

spring and stand in the water or pool
and dip up the water, which they were
firat washing themselves In—for house
upe, The filthiness of these people 14 In-
describable.

At the vilage we put up at next
Brother Maycock made a discovery
that spoiled Brother Larsen’s appetite
for the next day. Now Brother May-
cock has an eye open for the curious,
nnd he discovered the women !n a little
hut baking. so0 he Invited himself to
look, accepted the Invitation and
walked in. He found the good house-
wife baking slap-jacks in a large
earthen vesael about the size of a forty
gallon barrel. Here the good baker had,
and had had, a hot fire on, made in the
bottom of the open vessel or large
crock. The fire, however, was made up
of the grass the cows and cameis had
eaten a few days ago, and when the flre
went down a little she quletly reached
down a llttle more of thia fabricated
fuel, while she qulckly and skilfully
pasted the flat cakes of dough on the
inside of the jar. This did not help the
appetite. But the climax was reached
when the baby. a little chlld of a vear
or more, was seen wadlng around In the
coarse meal. Travelers being without
bread haye to buy the bread or do
without, Now we try all and surely hold
fast to our methods as being the hest,
We are satisfied of its superiority. We
got our bread from a neighbor whom
we made ourfielves helleve had treated
the baking differently.

Once In a while we find a vlllage
that seems more advanced than the
others, but as a whole they are very
flithy and ignorant. It Is no wonder
that smallpox and cholera and fevers
of varjous kinds rage In the summer
time,

The country just north of Damascus
Is Btrangely thrown up by etruptions in
former ages. The ledges are seen to
run {n varjous directions. Bometimes
when coming horizontally they will
suddenly be broken off and be seen to
stand upright as it were and thus form
a great many curious curves and
crooks not often seen even |n the
Rocky Mountains. As we came out of

the hills and Iooked down upon the
valley of the Barada, the surround-
Ings of Sham or Damascus looked llke
a perfect oasis In the desert. Soon It
was seen that they had an Irrigating
system., Canals and ditches were seen
in all directions. It appeared to the
writer that the water might be more
carefully utilized, hence be made to
cover a larger plece of land, but the
people seem satisfied. They dig deep
trenches and threw the earth up
around the trees or vines, and then
they fill the trenches full of water and
allow it to stand in these pools to sink.
Garden spots are watered on the same

principle. One cause for this one may
suppose to be that the water
supply Is but light in the
summer and as the tand ia

very flat it would allow of that method
and a good deal of water can he turned
on to stand there 4l it sinks. The
graln ltself arcound the city looked
much of it very well. Coming along
we saw some of the country butchers
come In with muttons dressed for
market. some on horses, some on don-
keys. The meat was laid across the
animals rudely and frequently you
might see a dirty little Arab riding
along with a couple of muttons on the
same Jackass, his dark =skin and
naked legs rubbing on the mutton not
disturhing him In the least. But it
serioudsly disturbed our appetites for
Damascus mutton for the time being.
But happily we forgot all about it angd
when we got Into Sham we ate our
little mutton stew with a few new po-
tatoes all right,

OQur trip from Aleppo to Sham in
seven days was made without any ac-
cldent and with much pleasure to our
1ittle company. The fare was qulte
reasonable, and the weather good.

F. F. HINTZE.

NORTHWEST VIRGINIA CONFERENCE.

Littleton, May Tth, 1888.

Our conference was held in Wetzel
county at the Bugar-rum schoo! house.
April 23rd and 24th. The following El-
ders were In sttendance: A. P. Kesler,
Geo, W, Worthen. president of the con-
ference; W. B. Btark., Jas, M. Brower,
W. H. Rawson, Wm. Anderson, Thos.
Evans, E. Hoff, W. T, Wayment, (Geo, 8.
Bunker, E. M, Greene, 8. Wiser. M,
Swapp, C. Gardner, Jasper Bird, 8,
Bolten and Peter Fox, the last two be-
ing residents. The Baturday meetings
were not so well attended but In the
evening the house was orowded, Dur-
Ing the day services a numebr of the
Elders spoke. The everiing speakers
were Elder George 8. Bunker and
Elder Kesler, who touched at some
length upon the pre-existence of spirits,
after which the people showed their
hospitality by entertalning us for the
night. Sunday mornlng at 10 o’clock
conference agaln convened, The prin-
clples of the Gospel were explained at
some length by W. B. Stark, E. M.
Greene and Geo. W. Worthen, A Priest-
,hood meeting was held between the
morning and afternoon services, at
which the Elders spoke favorably con-
cerning their flelds of labor, some hav-
ing been entertained at the large hotels,
‘Several baptisms were also reported]
{since last conference. Elder A. P. Kes-|
tler then gave us some timely instruc-
| tions and gave us our appointments for:
the Summer. |
] At 2 o'clock the house was n;:ainl
crowded, the lme was occupied by Jas.
M. Brower and Elder Kesler. who Bpoke
upen the apostacy and resteration, af-
ter which, owing to the heavy rain,
conference adjourped. All seemed to
have enjoyed themselves,

Next morning Elder Kesler left for
Maryland, and we began to dtaperse for
our different flelds of labor. In some
parts much interest is belng taken in
the Gospel and almost invariably

friends rajsed up on every hand. The
health of the Elders, with but onhe ex=
ception, has been exceedingly good.
GEQ. W. WORTHEN.
Presldent,
J. M. B., S8ecretary of Conference,

A NEW BRANCH.

Fondu, Lac, March B, 1898,

A branch of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints was organ-
ized here on April 12th, with E. W.
Croft, President of the Wisconsin cen-
ference presiding. After prayer and
singing, the brethren and slsters ex-
pressed themselves as belng willing to
act in the respective offices, and were
set apart by Elders E, W. Croft, Chas.
Huhl and B. 8. Rupp, as follows:

H. L. Klels, presiding Elder; Carrie
Edwards, clerk; ¢Chas. Kollar, C. F.
Sommercorn visiting teachers; Edith
Lafore, organist.

The Sunday school orgamnization was
then perfected, with Chas. Kollar, su-
perintendent; C. F. SBommercorn, as-
slatant; Carrle Edwards, secretary and
treasurer; Eddie Sommercorn, li-
brarian; H. L. Klels, teacher of the
theclogical department; Carrie Ed-
wards teacher of the primary depart-
ment.

Timely Instructions were then given
by Elders B. W. Croft and C, Huhl for
the puccessful working of the organiza-
tioms. The branch is small at present,
hut the Saints were encouraged by E.
W. Croft to bring to mind the mem-
hership of the Church in 1830, and Its
advancement since that time.

We held our firat Sunday school, with
nineteen members, of which seventeen
were present. School was called to or-
der at 10 A m,. with Elder Rupp pre-
giding, and giving an outline of the
work to be carrled on In the Sabbath
school. Elder J. C. Murdock also gave
timely Instructlons.

In looking over our record I find the
branch here consists of fifteen mem-
bers, also "mine children under elght
vearg of age,” They feel well in the
Goapel, and we all thank our heaven-
ly Father daily that he sent His true
servants to us with His Gospel, and
gave us knowledge enough to accept
the same.

CARRIE EDWARDS, Clerk.

GREETIMGS FROM a SISTER.

Townley, Ala, May 10, 1898,

A feeling of gratitude prompts me
to adress a few lines to your valua-
ble paper. Last June our gettlement
was thrown into a state of excitement
by the appearance of Elders Slack and
Wheeler, of Utah, who hegan canvass-
ing from house to house distributing
literature, etec. They recelved some op-
position from the leadng church mem-
bers, but finally secured a bullding and
held a series of metings which were
largely attended. The people were
pleased with their teachings and sim-
plicity of their doctrines but were ag-
tonished that it should flow from such
a source. All admitted the fruit to be
pure and wholesome but many pro-
nounced the tree as evil, Many neg-
lected Blbles were taken from the
shelves. dusted and searched for cor-
reborating testlmony of the strange
doctrine.

We found what we sought and now
we rejolece in a knowledge that our
course is aproved of the Father and
feel tb pralse and extol! His holy name
for Hig8 mercy. We send greetings to
the Saints In Zion and earnestly wish
for the happlness of our venerable
Prophet. Very sincerely.

MINNIE LOCKHART.

The Utah boys at Ban Francisco en-
joved a rest on Decoration day, drllls
being few and far between.



