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NOTICE.

Prrsons having Deseret Currency, and not
wishing to pay it on indebtedness or tithing,
nor to place it on deposit,are requested to at
ence make a list of the numbers and values of
the several notes in their possession and fur-
nish those lists to their respective Bishops,
who will forward copies \hereof te H, B. Claw-
gon, Se'cretary of the Association,that it may
be known where the bills are for which the
holders would like to receive in exchange the
gxcrAvED bills, which are now nearly fin-
ished. The above specified holders of Cur-

i

rency who fail to comply with the requisite

and safe request heremn contained, are hereby
duly notified that, for good and sufficient rea-
sons which they can learn hereafter, they risk
the barring of the redemption or exchange of
such bills by the Deseret Currency Associa-
tion. BRIGHAM YOUNG.
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WORKS OF FICTION- THEIR EFFECTS.

Turx taste which is so prevalent in the world
at the presert time for reading works of fiction,
and which is also partaken of by many of the
Latter-day Saints, is productive of very great
injury. This generation possesses advantages
for the dissemination of thought and intelli-
gence, superior to thoss of any preceding gen-
eration of which we bhave auny account; but
¢hey have been sadly abused. The press, man’s
great auxiliary, instead of being used to aid |
him in making known and establishing truth,
has been prostituted in too many instances to
she propagation of falsebood and error. Works
of fiction have heen sent forth like an over-
fowing flood, and the public taste has become
go vitiated thereby that everything virtuous,

sruthful or heavenly is unpalatable, and is re-
With the masses of the’

jected with disgust.
present day scarcely anything else but fiction
is in the least ‘popular. ' So strong has thie
taste become that scctarians compose their
religious tracts of fictions, and resort to the|
manufacture of “their own lma"matmnu, or to |
liea, to enforce their dogmas on the minds of
their cornverts.
advantage to coat witdi fiction what little truth
they may have, in order that it may be swal-

lowed mnn: easily.” No wunder, then, this be- |

iag the situation of the reading portion of man-
kind, that pure. and unadulterated truth as re-

vealed from the heavens and proclaimed by
the servants of God, finds so littie favor with

the world, and prrﬁ#uta so few attractions to.

readers of popular literature.
The injury which is done to both men and

They have found it to their
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tual'powers. It is a task of no small magni-
tude for an habitual novel rea@.er toreflect pro-
foundly or intently upon any subject that re-
quires concentration of thought. ' The habit of
novel reading is averse toit. It induces su-
perﬁclal'reading and thinking, feeds the ima-
gination, gives it undue stimulus and conse-
' quent activity; while the larger portion of the
| intellect, not being called into play and having
ne occasion to exercise itself, lies dormant

“|and gradually loses its power.

Among this people the reading of such works
‘have a tendeney also to strengthen foolish and
injurious traditions, which come directly in
contact with the principles of truth, The
spirit they are dictated by is not the Spirit of
Truth; but is opposed’ thereto.  Where they
are systematically read therefore, it may be
expected that the spirit they carry with them
will be imbibed to a greater or less extent: it
can not be otherwise. It may be noticed, and
it will be found to be the case with but few
exceptions, that these who love to peruse these
works have no taste for works of a solid, truth-
ful character. Revelations of either ancient
or modern prophets, contained in the Bible,
the Book of Mormon, or the Book of Doctrine
and Covenants, have no attractions for them.
Their gpirit and style, being antagonistic to
fiction and untruth, is unsuitable to a mind
perverted by novel reading. Such a mind can
only be brought to bear upon the truths they
contain by a painful efiort.

I

. Inview of these facts, then, it becomes the

' duty of this people to strive to check the in-

‘| clination for reading works of this character,

especially ‘among the young of both sexes,
where the habits of reading are being formed.
To inexperienced and imaginative minds works
of this kind are very fascinating; they will
peruse them with avidity to the reglect of
‘works more beneficial and elevating. . Too
'much care, therefore, can not be exerciged by
us in selecting and placing proper books in the
hands of the young. Before they have access
to works of fiction their judgments should be
'to. some extent matured, sufliciently at any
rate to discriminate between the gold and the
dross which they may meet with in the course
'of their reading. The growth and spread of
many of the evils which bave attained so rank
a luxuriance in the world, we attribute to this
all-prevalent and pernicious habit. But we
are in a secluded position, and have a better
| opportunity to check their spread and counter-
' act their influence in our midst, and we: should
 avail ourselves of it.

AVOID EVIL SPEAKING.

Turre is frequently a great deal of care-
lessness, or perhaps, more properly speaking,
‘recklesaness, manifested by many in speaking
about their neighbors and in canvassing their
‘characters.

sionally occur in conversation that will call
the name of some brother or sister into notice,
and no sooner is the name mentioned than an
'opinion is uttered respecting them; their mer-

! can easily be replaced; but if -he rob him of

Fi}n.}urifa, his character will eventually shine|
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ary importance; it <is perishable. Tope man
that robs his brother of it, takes that which
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his good name, assail his character, he does’| ve tht:I: Currantl

him an injury that is felt sometimes for years. |
Ot course, the faitbful man will outlive such

HoxEY Dew.—Smnli guantities of this sac-
charine substance bas fallen in several lo-
out bright and unspotted; but how 'severe the | ., jitjog in this vieinity during the past week.
trial to which he is thus unpecessarily sub- |1 hag not been sufficiently plentiful to in-
jected by the thoughtlessness, to call it by N0 duce many to engage in its collection; "but
worse a name, 'of him: or them who ought to.{}54e who have busied themselves in gather-
cheer and build bim up. Evenif 3 man should ing it have had tolerable success. We were
have faults, should do wrong, it certainly does ‘shown a few bunches of willow leaves upon
not comport with the dignity and profession of | 'which the dew had fallen and congealed. The
a Saint, to publicly parade them. Those who leaves and stalks were completely incrusted
have a disposition of this kind should remem- | i1 the substance, and it hung in pendants
ber that they themselves arenot faultless, and resembling icicles, to the points of the leaves.
if they seek to correct their own failings it/ ‘In taste and appearance it bore some resem-
will so occupy their time that they will have 'blance to candied sugar. It would take but a

out.

Something or other will occa-|

women by their perusal of works of ﬁctmn.ltl and faults are all reviewed, an estimate of
sad their fostering of this taste; is much grent-:thmr character formed, and Whether correct
er than many, probably, of this people are or not, a dtcrumn pronouneced iny accordance
aware of. The fascination is so strong, the | therewith. Amang this people such a mode
excitement which an indulgence in this hahlt[uf procedure is productive of evil results, A
produ-:ea is 80 pleasurable, that many entirely ' man’s character.and standing among his breth-
overlook the evils consequent thereupon, and -ren, is more precious, and ought to be more
they think it an innocent, harmless, yet very bigbly valued, than gold or silver, or any
ugreeable way of passing off their leisure mo- | earthly riches. Whoever speaks lightly or
ments.:  If novels, romances and works of that m:r.uumg!y of it, and in a way to injure his
~ eharacter, were a true reflection of things as gnnd name, wonnds him in a vital part; they do
#hey really’ exist, thongh works of fiction, him aminjury that ean not easily be remedied.

sheir perusal might not be se huriful; but the| In the world, the man that is Luaﬂng and
contrary of this is the case, as all who havetuucccuuf‘ul in ""accomulating prnperty and
any experience in the world well knowj the meang, expects to bequeath such to his child-
eounterparts of their ‘heroes and heroines are’  ren. With _many of them wealth is looked
mexer to be found inreal life; the circumstan- | | upun as possessing more importance than any-
ees their authors place them in, the incidents thing else, and as being abanlutely fnecessary
they depict as happening to them, are unnatur- to obtain a-respectable standing, in society.
al and grossly jfmprobable Haf'geratmnn—- Its acquisition. is.therefore an objeet. But
Correct and truthful impressions cannnt,there- with ns it ia different.. - We-might have been a
fore, be derived from them. They misiead the ' wealthy people had we beer permitted to dwell

snexperienced ["f' giving incorrect views of the in peace; but we have not been, and conse-
world, and produce dissatisfiction in their

1judiciously pursued, will materially enbance

no leisure to pay attention to those of others.

Many who have fallen into this habit to |
which we allude, do not seem to be aware of
the evil consequences attending their indul-|
gence in it. They have let their tongues run
unbridled so long, that they have lost all per-
ception of the ennrm:t} of such a course, |
They would recoil at the thought of doing their |
brother a great injury or wrong, yet they think |
it no harm to indulge in gossip about his pecu- | t
liarities, which in some instances results in
grievous harm to him, and grieves the Spirit of
the Lord and causes it to decrease within
them. Others consider it a positive merit to
speak their minds freely and unreservedly about
their brethren under all circumstances. In
their opinion they would be doing very wrong
to have a feeling in their heart and not give it
utterances right or wreng, they must blurt it
So sensitive -are they lest they should
conceal anything, that they will not even re-
press wrong feelings, that may spring up in
their hearts, much less control their tongues.
The words of such are like daggers, piercing
and lacerating wherever they fall.

We must learn to guard our fongues and

tract in the least from our brother or sister’s

character. If they should have faults, and
we be aware of them, there i a proper course:
to be taken to have them corrected, without:
telling it to every body but the one most in-

| ter.

terested. If it should be necessary to speak

connexion with:a peop

about them, we ghould say naught that we
would be ashamed for them to hear if they)

were within earshot. By strictly adhering to'

a course of this kind confidence will grow and |

increase to an unprecedented axtent, and the |
mﬂmtmn of much pain be avoided.
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Favir TreExs.—We'hope the people of this
city will not fail to avail themselves of the
opportunity now offered to them, by the estab-
lishment of the nurseéry here, to supply them-
selves with a good assortment of choice fruit
trees. ‘There can be no doubt but that with
good management and careful cultivation this |
soil can be made to produce excellent fruit.
The trees already planted demonstrate this,
Every man should therefore interest himself
in the matter, and at the proper seagon, set out
every variety that can be procured. Instead
of raising cottonwood for shiade trees, as 'is
now the case on some lots, we suggest that
snitable trees be gelected and substituted in
their stead that will answer the double purpose
of ‘shade and fruit bearing. This course, if

the value of lots; and besides being remunera-~
tive; will be @ constant source of gratification.
The fﬂlluwmgil a list, furniuh;r] by br. James
Starley, the nururyman, of the choice and
approved varieties of frait trées wow on hard
at the nursery, and which can be had at rea-
‘sonable prices: - .

| 1A% » APPLES. ..

- Baldwin Wm. Favorits
Wine Sap Spitzenburg
Summer Sweet Pear- -

main 7% 2 Early Harvest

Jersey Sweet: . Jergey Blue © & 1
Sweet Pearmiil | 'Yeiluw Town Pippin
Porter - ““Fall Pippin

Swéet Bough
‘Winter Pearmail

Golden Sweet
Tallman Sweet

| umall;utmber of willows or other trees, cover-

el as the leaves we saw were, to yleld consid-

}erahle quantities of this sweet.
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GreEAT SALT LAKE CITY,
Aug. 20, 1858,
' Epitor DEsERET NEWS:—
Having been requested by numerous friends
o publi sh the accompanying letters, and ob-
talned the permission of Col. Cooke tu do 8o,
I shall feel uhllged by your insertion of them
in the “News.””
Very respectfully,
Yours in Christ,
JAMES FERGUSON.

Great Salt Lake City, 1T, T.,
May 4, 1858, ;
Sin:—
In looking through ﬁlel of Eastern papers
lately received, I saw a letter purporting to

'have been wnttF‘n by you, and dated at Camp
' Scott, Nov. 29, 1857,

In that letter you assert that the ‘“Mormons
are a set of cowards, like all assassins’ nnd
bullies.”

I am what is generally termed a “Mormon,”
and as such served my country honorably un-
der your command, Your statements I cen-

never give utterance to a word that would de- sider most unwarranted, and a very ungener-

' ous return for the sincere respect entertained

for you by the Mormon Battalion and, indeed,
the whole Mormon people.

I sincerely trust that you have it in your
power to disclaim the avthorship of that let-
If not, as an American cilizen and a gen-
tleman, upurmug the r{nthetu hurled at me in

e of whom in the midst

'of their 'worst misfortunes I am proud, I ask

you, kindly and with respect, to make ' that:
‘apology which yeur own high sense of hnnar'
willlmuggest is due.
I have the honor to remain, .
Most respectfuily. Xe. .y
James Fercusox,
Brig. Gen. Mil, U: T, Ad; Gea.
Lt. Col. P. St. Geo. Canke,}

+2d Dragoons, U. 8. A
- Camp Scott.
Head Quarters 2d _Dragnnnl, |
- Cawmp Faulkner, Juue 8, 1858, ;
SIR:—

I have this day received your letter nl.' May
' 4th, respecting the authenticity of a letter,
whlch you say, was published in an Eastern
newspaper, “purpnrtn:# to haye been written
by (me),” and in which I! “agsert the Mor-
mons are a set of cowards, ltke all agsassing
and bullies.”

I ssrote no such letter: I'wrote no letter for
publication. ' T never wrote or spoke such a
'sentence. I left Camp Seott November 26th,
and did not return: the letter, you say, was
dated there Nov, 20th.

I never saw such a letter in the papers, or
‘heard of its éxistence; until lately as a rumor
{from Salt Lake City.

I thank you for informing ma of this mys-
terious forgery. My sense of the performances
of the Mormon. Battalion was expressed at
San Luis Rey, in an order which you remem-
ber, and whieh stands printed in a Senate
Documents and I can only refer to my connee-
tion with 'you. ‘'on the Battalien Staﬂ' as 2
latllf-l.ctury and pleasant one,

Very re<pectfuliy,
~ Your ohedient servant,
P. St. Geo. Cooxr,

=

| | Lt. Col. 2d Drlg’l.
Gen! James Fergugon,
Salt Lake Citv

Utah Ternmn }
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Perriviep Woobd axn LArGE SyrHoN,—We
have some fine specimens of petrified pine,
taken from the Scrapervills tunnel. in Table
Mountain, Tuolunue county. ‘They were

minds with the circumstancésby which they are
surrounded. Those who habitually indunlge in
#heir perusal, are to a certain degree unfitied to
eope with the world as it is; they have notaste
for the stern and active duties of life. They

become day-dreamers, and dwell in an imagi-

pary world—a world that never had an exist-
ence, except in their own brain or the brain of
some one similarly affected.

sqwpect, but their perusal has a tendency also

Y mm the memory and weaken the iniellec- less value, Property is but a matter of gecond- |

quently, we are poor. . That which we have
tn-day, we know not what eombination of cir-
cumstances may deprive us of to-morrow. We
can not calculate with any certainty on leay-
ing property and any amount of worldly sub-
stance to our children. DBut if we have a pood
name, if our character be irreproachable and
unspotted, we can bequeath that to them as a
precious inheritance of which they and their

‘children after them will be eternally proud.
Such books are not only injurious in this

Quar good name and charaeter with us, there-
fore, ought to be sacred and estimated at price.

broken. from the stump of a tree six feet in

Northern Spy Ranibo diameter at the bege.and two and ene-half
Waguer Rhiode Island Green- |feet on top, the w hole completely petrified.
gty e The ntmnp was discovered two hundred feet

H_ﬂbbﬂllﬂ'“" Nonsuch {below the su:face of the earth and slx bundred

feet from the mouth of the tunnel. In this

rEACHES—Live varieties. - -
4 |turmel there is a syphon over fourteen hundred

: PLUMS. {teet in length, in successful np*uuun—the

S8mith’s Orleans Damson largeat one, we believe, in the State. This
Washington Jeffersom syphon. is ipade of nalmnir*d iron, and die-
Coe’s Golden Drop !:hnrzd-n forty-five gallons nf water per wminute.

R A —[ Tuolumne (Cal,) Courier.
A Clrl'in'tﬂu’l Large Win. C. Stainey §3" Why is a Nebraska shinplaster like
pmaller an tnpenitent sinner? Because it don’t knew
Armonns—Haxd and Boft Shell \hat its redesmer liveth,
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