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political record of the past, it is not
suflicicn®, even when coupled with
4 stateinent to the offect that his
opetrations are uuderstouvd to be as
reparted, to place the wmautier be-
yond doubt.

Another reagon why we prefer to
awnit developmeis hofore accept-
ing the atntement am correct is
that if true it would place Mr.
Weat in the light of an unmitigat-
edly depraved wreteh.  To call a
mat who would be guilty of such a
breach of contilence ns well as of
common houesty,a thief,would be to
pass upon him un unueserved com-

" pliment.. What could be more Jis-
picable than for a man tw bv em-
ployer! to further a given purpose, to
use the money (aid him for the ser-
vice agreed upou agnivst the Inter-
est of these hy whom the pny was
furnished. Tostend of earrying out
the ohject for which he Is paid
to take the means of his
einpleyers and use it to aid in de
priving them of their rights and
liberties. This would be precisely
the position, & large proportion of
the raembers of the Chamber “of
Commerce being members of the
Chureh agaiust which the pending
disubling legislation is ajtned.

In cenuection with this subject
onv thing seemsr olear to us—_that
the directory of the Chamber owe it
to themselves and the public to
ascortain, by clese problog, whether
or not there is any foundation for the
report regurding Mr. West’s work, I
it be true nc man who hus any self
respect sud is A moember of the
Clnmber of Commerce cnn support
him for a moment in tbe position
he holds, sither as n representative
or President of the organization. If
on the other hand he is entirely froe
from the odinm of using other
people’s momney and the influence of
A professedly nou-pulitical body for
the perpetration of an outrage upon
a large sumber of these who belong
fo it, lat the fact e made clear,

——

THE ANTI-NARCOTIC LAW.

BY request we publish the law
passed by the last Legislature on
the subject of selling tobaceo, opium
and other narrotics to mingrs:

AN ACT

Prokibiling the selling, giving or fur-
nishing of tobacco, npium or sther
nureotics (o, And the ume thereof
by minors.

Section 1. Boit enaciad by the Gov-
ernor and Legislative Assenbly of
the Territory of Utwah, That an
person who shall seil, give or furn's
any clgar, cigaratie, or tolmeeo, in any

any form to any minor under eighteen
vears of ago. in this Territory, shall be
guilty of a misdemcanor, and upon
conviction thereof shgll be fined in
any sum not less than ton nor more
than onc hundred dollars.

Bec. 2. The provisions of this act
shall not apply to the use, sale, giving
or furnishing of any nareotio upon the
preseriptieon of a physician.

Approved March 13, 1890.

There is a manifest incongruity
in the law, Lrief as it is. The title
fucludes ‘‘the nse thereof by mi-
nore” while there is no reference to
the use of the proseribed articles jn
the: prohibitory section of the stututa.
The sume absurdity exists in section
two whereln [t states that “:the pro-
visiona of this act shall not apply to
the use?? cle,

It {8 u mutter of devp regret that
such glaring juslances of culpsble
slovenliness should bave to be
placed amoug the statutea of Utal
‘a8 u #tanding evidunce of carciess-
nese on the patt of the lawmakers.
This is hy
smple o that direction.
cal exnminuation of the pew laws

tiou. The punctuation is, ag a rule,
exverable. Where there are evi-
dences of attemptiug Lo introduce it
ut all, it is generally wild and unin-
teliigible. This feature aloau places
the public printer ia anp awkward
Josition, as he is supposcd to print
the Iaws as they are placed lu his
hands.

THE POSTMASTER.

THE geuveral publie of thin eity
will regret to part with Postmaster

| Barratt,who it issaid is svonto besup-

plemented by Mr. Benton. 1f there
has been cause for com plaiut against
the offive, we do not believe that
blame for it attnches to the gentle
mun who ha+ for severa] years had
charge of it.  Had the department
afforded proper fucilitiea the service
would have bren, we lelieve, as
good 08 could be desired, Mr. Barratt
being the possessor of both
the requisile will and ability to
produce that result. Fault-find-
iny is an wasy employment. It
is regrettable that an  Juspecting
agent should have reported " to the
departmeut that the pustmaster’s
niethods were not ahreast with the
growth of Salt Lake. If he had
tated thay the facilities placed in
his hands iy the department were
inadequate to meet the demanus of
the Salt Lake publie, the representn-
tion would hauve been much more
coriect.

The strajghtest trees are the fisst

form,opium or any othor mreotie ih | felled.

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

DO means & eolitary eX-| have not been futile.
A practi- ling up a power in this country whioh

A COMING STRUGGLE.

BisHor VINQOENT of Buffalo, N.
Y., according to a lsading Chicago
paper, lately expressed himself with
refreshing directvess upon the atti-
lude of the Catholic Church in thiy
country. Ag his stutements afford
tood for profitable reflection ou a
subject of great interdst, we here
present them:

‘““Before long."” said the Bishop, *the
Catholics and Gerinan Lutherans will
condemn the compulsnry education
law in Illinois and o her States. I've
watched the progress of this issue in
Wisponsin over wninge Mr. Bennett
framed the law whiech has becowne
famous,and I believe the issue of com-
pulsory educntion will supersede all’
tariff and otuer political interests at
the next Premidential election. The
greal question as to whether Ameri-
cuna or Ruman Catholics shall contral
this coun ry hasreached a poinl where
an open fight is inevitable. While the
Americans have been sleeping the
Roman atbelica have been laboring.
with untiring energy . and their efforts
They are build-

threatens to prove disastrous to the
United States Not only do most of

+xhibits the fuet that msny of them | 1he Roman Catbolics put their child-
are inap excewdingly ¢rude cnndi-[

ren in parncihial schools, but the
placa Catbolle teachura in the publis
rohools to exercise an influence over
the children of other denominations,

“A movement is being siarted n
Bufialo o require every Catholic
teacher in 1he publie schrolsto swear
unqualified allegiance to the laws and
institutions of the country, that they
will not allow religion to control their
public gervices. The situation in Buf-
falo is worse than in Wisconsin or
eveon in this State. Qur publicschools
there ure ahsolutely in the power or
the Romjsh priesthood. The Ameri-
cans in my city practically have
no' hing to say about the managament
of their achonla.

“Such astate of affairs is bound to
reach a crisis, and that, too, before
long. It will simply be the expaeri-
ance of other countries,

“#When the Liberals went into

wer in Belgium, in 1878, they estab-
l)i:hed an excellent system of public
schools. No expense was spured in
making the institution efficient and
modern. A Cathotic priest was for-
bidden to eross the threshhold of an
of the scheols, But thi- cabinet fei]
in 1884, when, through the Pope’s in-
fluence, the Clericals oblained abso-
lute power. The first thing done was
to overthrow ull the schools esiab-
lished by the Liberals. Unless wp
make a national issue of this questjon
wo will likewise be defeated, and alior
our sehools will be unller the Poje’a
thumb.

“The fight is inmevitable, and the
sponer it comes the bhetter. Delay
will only strengthen the other aide.!

That the Roman Catholie Chureh
has adopted n vigorcusly aggresslve
policy the object of which is to
Catholicize the United States s
beyond question. lts purjose is to
use politics as A lever to climl. into
power. That the cortention which
wlli ariee out of this effort will be-
veme a unational controversy is, as
Bishop Viuceut asseris, inoviigble,

and the pature of the struggle



