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signs to make themselves understood
and thus be able to get their breakfast
They wandered up one street and down
another, and finally came to a stall
where some Joaves of bread were lying
on the counter. Ito laid down his dollar
and picked up a loaf of bread, looking
questioningly toward the proprietor and
waiting for the change. The baker
picked up the dollar and putit io his
pocket, as much as 10 say that the price
was right. Ito knew he had been cheat-
ed, but he could not help himself, and
so he had tosubmit.
But why did Ito go to London?

The story gives you some idea of the
character ot the man., He was born ol
a guod family, his (father belonging to
the Samurai, or military class. The
Samurai were tar above the common
people. They were a sort of feudal re-
tainers of the princes and Daimios, or
nobies. They did no work, buttraveted
about Japan with two swords at their
sides, ready to fight on the slightest pro-
vocation, and devoted themselves to
fighting the teuds of their lords. About
the time that Ito was a young man the
foreigners began to come to Japao, Qur
Commodore rerry had maoe the treaty
opening up certain of the seaports, and
-our gunboats were on the ground ready
to enforce submission. There was at
-the ime anti-foreign and foreign parties
in Japan. Young Ito was against the
toreigners, and he conceived the idea of
going to England and learning how
{hese foreign barbarians did things. He
wanted to see whether they had as
many soldiets and as much wealth as
was reported to stay amoog them until’
he could learn how to cooguer them.

With this in view, he gota lot of young
fellows together and went to his prince.

“The prince said the idea was a good
cne and supplied Ito and Innouye with
nionev to carry it out. It was then
‘against the law tor any oneto leave

apan without the permission of the

hozun, who was the commander-in-
chief of the armies and who was
practically the ruler. The Shogun was
opposed to the clan to which Ito and In-
nouye belonged, and they realized that
he would oot let them go. So they ran
away without asking. They took a
boat one rainy night and rowed out to
an English ship in the harbor of Yoko-
hama. The ship was just ready 10 sail
tor Shanghai, where they were to geta
steamer for London. When they ar-
rived at Shanghai it was found that none
ol the party could speak English. [Ito,
however, knhew two words One of
the-e was ‘*'navigation”™ and the other
“i.ondon * Their prince had sent some
money to a firm of English merchants at
Shanghai, with instructions that 1he boys
be given passage to London by steamer.
But when Ito over and over again said
the words ‘'navigat’o” and “London,”
pointing to his friend Innouye as hz did
so, the merchants got the idea that the
two boys wanted 10 learn navigation by
going to London, and so they put them
on a sailing vessel and made them work
their way there before the mast, The
rest ot the party was forwarded by

steamer and the most of the money went |
with them The. nad already arrived;

and were settied in London, when Ito
and Innouye came, and when the two
boys found them, as they did shortly
afier the trouble with th: baker, their
fmoney woes were at ap en'. Ito had
not been in Londenm, howevtr, more
than a very few days belfore he realized

the great strength of our civilization,
He saw that Japan could never succeed
in a fight with England, and he decided
to go back and tell his prince what he
had discovered.” He was the more
anxious to go because he had learned
that a war had broken out in Japan be-
tween his prince and the Shogun, The
result was that he remained in London
only a week or so. When he got back
to Jaran he found the hatred of foreign-
ers such that his life was in danger
through his telling the real truth as to
their strength. He had a number of
narrow escapes, and Innouye, who had
told the same stories, was almost cut to
piecesa by a mob.

[}

It was shortly after this tbat the Sho-
gun was put down. The emperor, who,
had up to this time been merely a pup-
pet in the hands of the army, was made
the real ruler of Japan, and the move-
ment toward modern progress began.
Young Ito now came to the front He
and Innouye soon got to be leaders in
the new movement, and from that time
10 this 1they have done everything to in-
troduce the wesiern civilization into
Japan. It was [to, in fact, who wrote
the articles which now iform the consii-
tution of the Japanese empire. He is
10 a large extent the 2uthor of the pres-
en government, apd the liberty and free
thought which Japan has 1oday are
largely due to him. Among other
things he did away with the Samurai, or
military class, and elevated the farmers,
mechanics and tradesmen, so that the
people of Japan today are almost as free
as we are here. You would think as the
result of this that hg would not be popu-
lar with the emperor, but Ito; in fact, is
the emperor’s right hand. In all of his
reforms he has seen that the emperor’s
rights were protected, He has watched
over the emperor’s private interests seen
that the imperial estates were not af-
fected by the changes, and has so
mapaged things as to make his majesty
more than ever popular with the Japan-
ese people. It is through Ito that parlia-
ment has no right to interfere with the
emperor’s household expenses. The
emperor opens parliament himself, and
the members ot his cabintt go into the
diffcrent houses and defend the admin-
istration. The emperor can veto any
law that may be made, and he can make
laws himself when parliament is not sit-
ting, Hecan pardon any one he pleases
and he has entire contro! of the army
and navy. It was through lto that the
constitution was so adroitly worded that
1he emperor could act practically inde-
pendent of it, though as a rule almost
everything that is done in Japan is by
an act of parliament. .

Marquis Ito will probably look into
irade relatdons during s stay in
America. I learn at the Japanese lega-
tion that the merchaits of Japan are de-
cidedly opposed to the Dingley bill. 1f
a tariff is put bpon matting and siiks it
will cut off niil ions of dollars worth of
trade from Japan and the ten-centa
pound duty on tea will raise a howl
throughout the tea factories of the em-
pire. Business has been very good in
{‘apan since the war closed, [Japanese

usiness bas been steadily growing bet-
ter and many of the Japanese people are
gettingrich T found that nearly every
stock company in the country was pay-
ing dividends. Some of the banks were
making froni Ioto 20 percent. The

railroad companies were doing well and
many new roads were being built

There are now over five thousand stock
companies in Japan. These operate
mines, rallroads, silk faciories, cotton
factories and other industrial enterprises.
In a large number of the [sctories steam
is used and modern machinery is being
introduced very rapidly During my
chat with Ito he spoke of the wondertul
industrial growth of Japan and I could
see that the prosperity of his nation was
very closeto his heart. He spoke of the
wonderful increase in cotton makiog,
and said that Japan would more and
more every year manulacture for the
rest of the world, One remark he made
struck me very forcihly. This was as to
the working power . of the Japanese
peop'e. Said he: *“You foreigners do
not appreciate the number of persons
we have here in Japan, who can do good
work. I have visited the United States
and I know sometbing of the industrial
conditions there. You can multiply our
population by two in comparing it with
yours as far as such matters are concern-
ed. In your country only the men work.
Here thz women form a good working
half of our p:ople. You will find them
en%aged in all sorts of factories Qur
children also do a great deal and this al-
together gives us a large working
force.’”’

The Marquis Ito was to a large extent
the author of the banking system of Ja-
pan as it exists today. He told me that
he had spent a great deal of time in the
Treasury Department dwing a trip
which he made to the United States
under a commission from the emperor,
He had there studied our financial sys-
tem, and had become so well pleased
with it that he had inaugurated the same
system in Japan. Japan now makes its
own bank notes. It has a mint, where it
coins the silver and gold used inthe
country. It engraves its own poslal
cards and postal stamps, and its tele-
graph system is such that you can se d
dispatches there lar more cheaply than
in America. '

Speaking o! the Marquis Ito’s intro-
duction of foreign customs and cos-
tumes into the empire, it was through
him that many of the foreign innovations
were made in  Japanese social lite. It
was through him, to some extent, that
the emperor adopted toreign dress, and
that the empress now on state occasions
wears a costume not unlike that of the
gueens ot Europe. The Emperor and
Empress of Japan were in former times
considered holy. No ordinary hands
were supposed to touch them, and the
idea of a 1ailor or dressmaker using a
tape line aboul the figure of the Em-.
press of Japan would have caused a uni-
versal upiifting of the hands in boly hor-
ror. Still, her majesty wanted the
dress The question was how to get
her measure. At Jast it was Sugpesied
that Madame lio bhad about the same
figure as that ol her niajesty. and she
ottered tu have herself measured in the
empress’ stead. This measure was sent
to Europe and the dresses were made
to it. I heard some indignalion ex-
pressed in Tokio about the way in which
the order was carried out. German In-
fluence was strong at court, and the em-
press’ measure was sent to a dressmak-
ing firm in Berlin  This firm, however,
did not feel equal to such important
work, and they sent on the order to
Worth at Paris. Worth made the dress-
es ard shipped them ba'ck to Berlin.
The Berlin firm exhibited them in their

shop windows as their owa, and got a



