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and labors of the savior and his early
disciples

I1 pray the lord to bless each and all otof
the interests cf zion at home and abroad
that the elders in distant parts of the
earth may be strengthened and refreshed
as with wine when they shall read hear
and feel the spirit otof this conference
and they may bebe blessed of the lord to
find access to the honest in hthi art the
elect of god that they may realize that
the lord has sent his angeii before
them and given them dreams and
manifestations to prepare them to know
the elders when they see them I1 re-
member well when I1 first went to
england wherever I1 went almost we
were told by the people that they had
seen us in their dr ams and knew us as
soon as we arrived knew our names as
well if the lord goes with us in this
way and labors with us to bring to pass
his purposes there is a potency in it
there is a testimony in it there is a wit-
ness to it that it is the work of the
lord we ought to be glad and praise
himic he will make us his instruments
in bringing to pass his purposes and do-
ing his holy will the great demand
for missionaries has not diminished
but it is increasing continualcontinuallyy I1 want
to have the bi ethren and sisters
realize that while they are
sustaining the affairs of each otherother
and assisting so many brethren go
into the ministry though seemingly your
interests may be affected here there is
wherein you are sowing to reap an ex-
cellent and a precious harvest when
the elders come back with redoubled
spirit and power in the gospel let them
continue to labor in your wards and
your associations and keep that gift that
isas within them by the laying on of the
bands stirred up that they paymay be
active members and grow and increase
and your wards winwill be bene fitted and
strengthened thereby your families will
be refrefreshed the work of the lord will
be increased and zion will be purified
then the more of you that can go to the
temple in fulfillment of the suggestions
of Piespresidentident snow will carry home the
rich fragrance of heaven and you will
increase in faith and humility and re-
joice greatlyfready in the things of god con

we want to get this more and
more that we may get nearer to the
lord and sanctify ourselves before hihimin
by the workings of the spirit and the
belief of the truth I1 pray the lord that
he will send forth laborers until his
word has gone to the utteruttermostost parts of
the earth and until the great work of
the lord is brought to pass here in our
midst with the living and the dead so
asais paul has said shall all israel be saved
the lord help us to contribute each
and all of us our mite in this great
work to help to bring to pass the will
of godagod and establish righteousness in
the earth is my prayer in the name of
the lord jesus christ amen
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E IS the right hand of
the

I1 refer to marquis ito
the famous premierex
of japan who byy the
time this letter isis pub-
lished will be traveling
through this country on
his way to london to
represent his majesty at
the diamond jubilee of
the queen marquis ito
has for years been the

closestclosest ofcfallall men to the japanese em-
peror he has been a member of near-
ly every cabinet during the last quarter
of a century and he would be the
premier of japan today had he not ask-
ed to be allowed to retire for a rest alterafter
habadhe had settled the terms of peace with
china ito is oneffone of the ablest states-
men of the world foralmost a genera-
tion he has been fightingfighfighting diplomatic bat-
tles with the leading menen of other gov
ern ments he has hadbad many a tilt with
li hung chang and has as a usual
thithing come out ahead it was he who
to fatgea large extent brought about the late
war between japan and china I1 have
been told that he did it because he
thought the japanese people needed
their attention directed away from their
home affairs he wanted to put down
the pernicious reformers who were ask-
ing impossible things of parliament and
hebe knew that the war would do it he
wanted also to humble china and he
succeeded he was the closest adviser
of the emperor during the war and it
was inin connection with him that the con-
duct ilif the campaign was planned at
the close he thought he had earned a
vacation and he rotgot it he can how-
ever be premier again if he wants to
and it is not improta able that at the close
of his present mission he will again be
at the head of the japanese govern-
ment

I1 saw something of the marquis itoto
during my last visit to japan I1 met him
by appointment one afternoon at illshis
home in tokia and there had a lonzlone
chat with him about matters of general
interest the marquis lives in the most
fashionable part otof tokio the palaces
of japanese princes and nobles surround
his residence driving up the street
upon which he lives you might easily
suppose yourself to be in one of the
suburbs of parispans the houses are of
foreign style atos howehouse is a big two
story brick with aporteaporte cocheres run-
ning out above the front door the
day that I1 called upon him there had
been a great earthquake in tokio one
of the buildings in the imperial palace
grounds had been partially thrown down
and aitos house had been severely shak-
en madame ito was so90 much frighten-
ed by the earthquake that she hadbad gone
to her home in the country to rest and
recover and the marquis was naturally
anxious to leave tokio to see her this
I1 learned afterward but no sign of it ap-
peared in his conversation he chatted
as though he had plentaplenty of time and
made me feelbetel perfectly at homeome every-
thing about the house savored more of

europe than japan ito itis anxiousankious thataba
the japanese should in almost every re

adopt our civilization he believes
that they will be more ready to do this
itif they wear european clothes and for
this reason he has all about him dressed
in this way the butler who opened the
front door for me was an almond eyed
japanese who wore a livery which might
navebave passed without remark in any of
the bizb housesbouses of the four hundred itin
new lorkyork his suit was of black with
brass buttons he took my card and
showed me into an enormous parlor fur-
nished in foreign stylo I1 could hardly
realize that I1 was in japan as I1 looked
about me and when the marquis ito
entered a few moments later it was only
his features that showed me that he was

I1 a japaneseJi he was dressed in a suit
of black cut after the style of a broad-
way tailor and his shoes were such as
would not have been out of place upon
the feet of any congressman inin washing-
ton when he spoke it was inthein the best
of english he shook my baudband and
we sat upon upholstered chairs and car
ried on our conversation in american
fashion

I1 found marquis ito by no means
averse to speak of the troubles which
were then brewing between japan and
china he realized that war was aboutabat
to occuroccur and told me that the
was critical he said thatis the japan-
ese soldiers were attackerattack ek in cabat
they would certainlyerta fight and the wyway
he put his answers made me think of06
japan as of a boy with a chip on haa
shoulders ready to fight any other boy
who knocked it off ito knowknew wealth
condition of china japanese travelers
hadbad investigated the situation the rot
tenness in the chinese army was known
and left little doubt in its mind of the re-
sult when my talk occurred war hadlhad
not yet been declared no one thought
there would be any war and I1lookedhooked
uuponpot tots words as diplomatic rather
than as a prophecy of a condition about
to take place I1 left japan a day or two
afterwards and had hardly arrived at
vancouver when war was actually de-
clared after this was done no news
was given out to the press about the
plans of the government and I1 was io
fact the first newspaper correspondent
who had an inkling of the war during
the struggle ito was constantly with tyethe
emperor it was hebe droughtbrought mmhim
abe western part of japan at the naval
station hiroshima from where the war
was directed and where you remerememberniber
li hung chang came to make peace

marquis ito is now going to Llondofffondd
as a special ambassador from his on
geror I1 wonder it hebe willill taketabb aate

duringaring his stay at the english capital to
go down to the wharves on the thames
and recall his adventures when helhelandaad
ed there as a boy now more abanathan gen
eration ago I1 have told the story notbat
it will obear repetition in view of aitos
presence here ito landed in london
with just one silver dollar in his pocket
count inouye another great man ot
japan then a boy was with himbim the
two had come round the cape of good
hope in a sailing vessel in some way
or other they had lost what money they
had had and when they landed in lolllev
don this silver dollar made up their total
assets the moment the ship arrived
the rest of the sailors had lefttleft the cook
had gone and there was nothing theatto eat
the two youngung japanese knew no
Engenglish anloand ththeyey started out hoping by


