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THEtre principles which have been adli-

e this afternoon are so strictly
I1inn accoti with the principles which

f were taught by the servants of god
inid ancient days that every one
upon reflection must acknowledge
tratgat to have a church professing to
be the church of christ there must
of necessity be in lisitsit if the ancient
principles be adhered to the spirit
of revelation in the bibiebiblee that has
come to us as the record of gods
dealings with his people from the
days of adam our father down to
the days of the last disciples of jesus
christ in that record we are told
that feveryvery man whowh0 profprofessedeissed to be a
follower of the lord and especially
those who belonged to the church
of jesus christ enjoyed from the
lord that spirit of revelation it is
difficult to conceive if we did not
see around us organizations profess-
ing to be the churches of christ
of the existence of a people profess
ing to be his followers and not eni-

t his holy spirit or the holy
v ghost which communicates his

mind and his will unto hosethose who
r seek for it of course we see around

us in christendom any number of
churches which profess to be the
churches of christ the members of
whichaich deny present communica-
tion from god who say that revela-
tion is no longer needed that the
canoncanoa ofscripture is full that all the
revelations that god had to give to
men he has given and that they
are embodied in the old and new
testament we have as I1 have
eaideald any number ofchurches which
make this statement teach these
doctrines and train the children and
the grown people in the belief that
god had ceased to speak has
ceased to communicate his mind
and will unto his children that the
channel of reveNrevelationtion which was
once opened and by which all who
were his true children were distin-
guished that that is forever closed
but as I1 have said if it were not
the existence of these organizations
if it were not for the fact that these
are the teachings that mankind re-
ceive if we were to read the book
itselitself and rely upon itsita

con-
clusion would be that it would be
the privilege of every man and ot0
every woman who belonged to the
church of christ to have communi-
cations from him for the reason as
I1 have already stated that it was
the distinguishing characteristic of
the organization known as the
church of christ in the messianic
dispensation it was the distin-
guishingguishing characteristic also of the
men who were the servants of god
anterior to the days of jesus it
would be a most singular idea if it
were not for the existence of those
traditions to which I1 have referred
that god our eternal Fatfatherherourour
great creator should cut off his
childrenildrensh from all communication
with him and leave them to grope
in the dark wanderingwandering hitherh her anda d
thither without any eercertaint ddn meansme 8
of knowing hisanidivinevine mind of
comprehending his divine will con-
cerning themselves and the affairs
of the earth I1 can join with bro
nicholson who gave expression to
his joy and gratification that we live
in a day when god has once more
broken the silence has reign-
ed forforagesages and has revealed his
mind and made known the plan of
salvation in its old plainness and
purity to the inhabitants of the
earth and if there is one thing
that causes my joy to be greater
than another it is the fact that this
knowledge aaas he onsoas stated is not
confined to one man nor to three
men nor to twelve men but that it
is communicated unto every humble
soul who seeks for it in a 8spiritirit
which is acceptable unto god fitit is
a constant cause of thanksgiving to
me that a people have been gathered
together who are relieved to a very
great extent from the uncertainty
and from the strafesfes contentions and
divisions upon points of doctrine
that prevail throughout christen-
dom there Is in every human
heart a desire to know something
concerning god I1 think it is ban-
croft who sayssaya that thenatural man
the barbarian believes in god natu-
rally but skepticskepticismisal and unbelief
are theiho attendan of civilization of

enlightenment so called there isto
no man who has not that
portion of the spirit of god which is
born in him who does not desire to
know something concerning god
concerning hisbis purposesureposes concernconcerninglrigisthe plan of salvationvaptlonion concerning the
object of his creation and of his be
ing placed on the earth and also
concerning his future destiny and
because thipthi knowledge does not
come in the kayin which men wowoulduld
like it to come because god does not
conform to mens ideas and to mens
expectations a great many deny the
existence of god and say that if
there be a god heife certainly
would reveal something to those
who seek earnestly to compre-
hend him but there is one bayingpaying
recorded by an ancient prophet that
experience proves to be true even
the experience of those who have
known god best and have been best
acquainted with the plan of salva
tionlion the lord said that as the
heavens are higher than the earth
so are my ways higher thanmin your
ways and my thoughts thanthau your
thoughts we cannot comprehend
god we cannot dictate to him the
plan that behe shall pursue in saving
his children men frequently baysay
how easy it would be for god to

reveal himself how easy it would
be for him to make his mind and
will known BOso indisputably that no
one could cavil about or reject it
how easy it would be for him toth
open the heavens and make mani-
fest his glory and send angels that
aallali11 might see s no doubt the elders
of this church have been frequently
met by the objection whenever
they had testified that god had es-
tablished his church in its ancient
power with its ancient gifts restor-
ed the everlasting gospel and the
authority to administer its ordi-
nances and that he hadbad done this
by the administration of holy angels

they have been met by the objec-
tion well if this testimony be
true why did he not send angels to
somebody or to some fppeopleeople whom
atwouldall would believe and concerning
whose testimony there could be no
doubt instead of sending them to anau
obscure youth an illiterate boy in
the state of new york and with-
holding from the rest of manajmankat4 all
knowledge concerning this wonder-
ful event of course this sort
argument applies to the saviour
himself it applies to the whole planpianan
of sylsilsalvation it applies to every tropro-
phet that ever lived and cannot be
confined alone to joseph smith or
to theTlatteratter day saints with equal
force it might apply to those who
lived at the time of the resurrection
of the saviour why was he not
seen by allnil the people why was
the son of god boinbom in BOso obscure a
place born in a stable and cradled in
n manger why did he not reveal
himself in power why did he not
convince all the inhabitants of the
earth so that they would
be compelled tnt accept him as
the son of god this argu-
ment would apply to other dis
sensations than that oiot the
son of god it would apply to
noah tto0 abraham to mose and to
the whole of the prophets and apos-
tles that ever lived but god as I1
have said has a way of doing these
things that does not comport with
the ideas of men there is one
thing that we as a people should
understand and that is that god
has purposely drawn a vailvall between
himself and the inhabitants of the
earth to accomplish his own de-
signs hohe has the power wealwe allnil
admit it that iaIs all who believe in
god to reveal himself in his ful
ness he has the power koopento open the
heavens and show every living being
all that the heavens contain there
is no limit to his power he con-
trols the innumerable host of henherhea-
ven he has but to utter his com-
mand and they obey jesus saidsail on
one occasion thinnestThinkestfeest thou that I1
cannot now pray to my father and
he shall presently give mome more
than twelve legions of angels butmut
god as I1 have said has purposely
drawn a vailvall over the inhabitants of
the earth he permitted adam to
fall he permitted him to transgress
his law to bring about the fall of
the human race in order that man
might be for without the fall man
would not have had an existence
upon the earth adam fell there-
fore that man might hesbevhe and menmein
are that they mamyv havhaveejoyjoy 3 there
waswag a purpose in this god broughthroughf

hlahia fore knowledge
it all he knew the end from the
beginning it waswag all arranged the
son of god was foreordainedordainedfore to
come agas a lamb slain from boors

the foundation of the world to die for
man and atone for tbthee ororiginalganni tnin
and to bring to pass the resurrectresurrection0n
from the beadidead ho pg its forfiri

fruits of them that slept god de
signed that he should come here
and be clothed upon with humanity
he designed we should struggle and
contend here in this probation with
a glimmering of knowledge a little
light he gave unto us his word
he has commanded us to seek unto
him and he that seeks shall finatofind to
him that knocks it shall be opened
and he that asks shall receive
how will hitcomeit come in such a man-
ner as to convince all the world no
there would belie no faith if this were
the case berethere would be no room for

I1 the exercise of faith god wishes his
children to be develdevelopedoled and what
betterletter position ccouldd we be placed
in for development of every kind
than in such a school of experience
as that through i biehbich we are now
passing on the earth if god were
to reveal himself as many would
like there would be no room for the

i exercise of faith there would be no
fieceknecessityity to struggle but there are
two great powers on the earth
here is the power of god on the
right handhand and on the left handband
here is the power of 6eil and as the
bo k of mormon tellstolls us it must
needs be that therthere is an opposition
in all thingsthirlgs sl we could fietfief enjoy
toe sweet if we had never tasted
the bitter there arearc two principles
at workand we have tocontend with
them jesus our great high
priest and elder brother when he
was upon the earth had to
contend against evil he was
not free from temptation he
was tempted in all things like
unto0 us but he differed from us in
being ablerto overcome temptation
in being sinless through the power
that he had through his
but he set us the example he
knows through that which he had
to contend against the meekness of
human nature he stands as medi-
ator at the right hand of uhethe fath-
er pleading for hisills brethren and
sisters who like himself are sub-
ject to the trials temptations and
afflictions that exist in this mortal
life but because of this shall we
sayaay that god doosdoes not speak be-
cause we do not see his face shall
we say he does not exist because
we do not hear his voice shall we
say he has no voice because we
do not see his hand or his arm
that is that which we call a hand
or anau arm shall we say that he
has neither handbaud nor arm cer-
tainly not he will be sought after
and all those who seek him will re
belve his blessing he will give
certainty he will remove doubt
and misapprehension and give light
and enable all such to comprehend
and peofee as far as necessary that
which good them he will
lead them on stop by step until they
reach his presence if they will obey
his commandments they will
not have to do this in darkness or in
doubtdoubts they will not have to throw
aside or surrender their judgment
but he will give unto them hisflis
mind and will in such plainness
that they will know and compre-
hend for themselves allali hough they
maybemay be tempted and tried and af i

flirted
the proclamation of the

gospel as it has been
taught in ourcur day has brought peace
to thousands and thousands of seseek-
ing

ek
soulsfouls it was very remarkremarkable01e

at tue time that this church was
organized how thetho spirit of god
moved upon a great many people
throughout the united states in
canada in great britain denmark
and in otheroither countries to which the
rideraellra went carrying the glad tid-
ings of the restoration of the ancient
gopelgospelvopel inlit many places members
of 4churclieselles were dissatisfied with
the want of power in the churches
to which they belonged dissatisfied
with thothe absence of gifts and they
met together and prayed unto god to
reveal himselfHimselforor to give unto them
some knowledge concerning the
old iianlianidan of salvation here are my
two bretbrethrenh ren on this atandstand presidentt
taylor und president
aged mea who in their early youyouthth
or early manhood were in this con-
dition presidentPreaident taylor in canada
anoand president woodrufffr in con-
necticut one of them a methodist
preacher and the other a member of
no denomination botti ofthem for
years sought god with all the ear-
nestnessnestness of their souls to make manmani-
fest unto them his mind abd will
they were dissatisfied with the ex-
isting condition of affairs presi-
dent taylor with other members of
the church to which he belonbelougad
would gather togather to read the
scriptures and investigate the prin
cepl a taught uy the savior and his
apostles such as the gifts following
believer but in the church to
which they belonged and other

1 churches around them no gittsgifts

existed they were dissatisfied
with this concondition of thingsthing being
conscious that god was the beamefeame
then as he had been 1800 years bobe
fore they sought for the restora-
tion of these gifts and when an el-
der came along with the glad tid-
ings that a church hadbad been organ-
izediced after the old pattern and they
were convinced it was tr e it filled
their soulsbouls with gladness and presi-
dent taylor and a number j of others
who are now in this city or in this
territory members ofpf this church
received we doctrines gladly at
first they doubted its truth it
seemed too good to be true and
they alsoaiso felfeifeicfelct a good deal like the
people of judeajuden in olden times when
jesus was on the earth people
asked then can therethera any good
thing come out pfaf nazarethKazareth so
they feel in respect to this church
people sayeay what good can comecoma
from such a source as this
is reported to be from the
same with brother woodruff
the samebame with hundreds ownienof men and
women and I1 do not know that it
should be limited to hundreds it
may be saideaid hundreds and thousands
had a yearning anxious desire for
something higher something nobler
something more certain something
that was from god this fiofizfeelingoling
animated thousands of hearts jnin va-
rious lands and the eldera were
guided to them and when they saw
their faces when they heardbeard their
teachingteachings and humbled themselves
in obedience to the commandments
of god they became profoundly con
vineevince by the testimony of jesus
christ that thetho gospel they taught
was indeed the ancient gospel restor-
ed and from every land where
the glad tidings have beenleen carried
by the elders of this church have
these humhumbleblobio people crossedcrossed conti-
nents and oceans forsaking all be-
cause of the gospel glad in their
heartsbeaks that 1they had received it like
the man that had found the pearl of
great price they were ready to sell
allali for the purpurchasechasechace of that so that
they could have it in their posposses-
sion

aps

they were ready to forsake
home kindred old associations they

i were ready to sacrifice their good
name for that hadbad to be sacrificedbleed

all the past repute that they
might1 have had everything had to

i be thrown as it were to the winds
I1 ut they had found the pearl of
grestgreat price they had obtained a
testimony from god and they could
endure persecution mobs could not
extinguish the dovelove of truth the
burning of houseshouse the destruction of
property and even the loss of life it-
self could not cause them to aban-
don the truth they cast their lot
with the saints
unity hashag pervaded this entire peo-
ple go where you will you may
go to the antipodes and nindfind a bra ch
of the church of jesus christ of
latteriatter day saintasaints they may have
never seen an elder from utah and
yet when you go into their congre
lations and them you find
that they believe in theabe same docdoe
trines they have precisely the samepame
spirit and the same faith before
they heard the truth they might
notnet have desired and never thoughthoughtt
of leaving their native land bitbatb it as
soon at they have received thodosthe gos

ipeiopelI1I1 you will and in their
9bosomsgoms even if no elder has
ever vughttaught it an unquenchable
desire to come and associateaa oblate with
the people of god in theth rocky
mountains and they are never con-
tent until they can gratify their do
sire go to the north and the south
to taetie east andfind the wes and to
the most distant lands upon the
face of the earth and you will find
in their hearts the same feeling
nothing else will satisfy them god
has spoken god has touched thirth ir
hearts by thethothe power of the holy
ghost end it is this that has sus-
tainedtaina us it is this feeling we
should cherish it is dearer to us
than life itself it is the of
god that unites heart to heart that
unites man and woman
with bonds that are stronger than
death death cannot break them
where that feeling is chericheticherishedshed
persecution may rage with all the
fierceness that is possiblesiblesibie it cannot
destroy it I1 1thank god from the
depths of my heart when I1 thinthiryh
it that I1 live in suehasucha d
I1 belong to a churchhurcburc thatintdnthat tamntarn permitted t
bershin in the hisIs kindklau 1

you will on tilethe fi havehave a mem
tind00 anythingI1h g 1birbI for ggo0

cannot
where

annot
hoodood amcomesinieslese ffaiefafeeartharthe rt you ca

brot ertasteteotooot t I1 e I1itt this
e q t I1iia ti inni Ggod0 it is f forelore

will
off thath t ulu ttbbrotherhoodrotherhheth ththalthat

foretaste
at

willwill Pre c it is aa

thatandildiid tj at lovo
1lionIOU and I1

I1til aaggag11 therethere lleile en
1

it would Tlot le
leaeua en doriginigl

whhencenceace its toiu heakbeaW it I1 1 natell

venen and it was communicate
through an humble latr
whomitornoin men despised

it is a testteat of faith to embrace
gospel taught by a man with the r

that i he world gave to joseojosep
smith with all the falsehoods tltha
were circulated concerning him I1
is a test of faith todayto day to the
stantstantauts of the earth to receive anani
thinghing that hashag an origin among 2th
mormon people why you mlnalga9

as well accuse a man of being
leper in some societies as accuse hiihia
of being a Amormonlormon men wlhilj
shun coming in contact with lihinhiut9to those who know ththee 1fatter da
saints it is laughable to see thith
feeling that is manifested and therI1

is no greater cause of wonder in tl
mindsminda of this class than mhenwhen the
coniocomo to utah and seeseo the condicondl tietia
of things existing hereyhere it iais so dl
ferent from everything they hatehati
expected menwen and women frfri

get filled with the mooroorn 0

outrageoutrageousout ideas respecting the laIA
ter klayilay saints they come here exen
peeling to see monmonstersstenstem as thouc
you wore homsboms or were beings bof
differentdillwrentbrent species to other people
now nilniinias1I have said it takes faitfak
and a love of the truth to embraembral
the gosielgospel under such circum
and the devil is doing allail he can a

he always hasbas done to i

mens minds to deceive them
throw dust in their eyeseybs by mallmailmalignPing the servantseer of god avasi
the people of god he did
with the saviour why was it tb I1

allail judea did notmot believe in tl
saviour a holy being whose life WE

spotless performing mighty
in the midst of the people comCOUK

they not all have embraced tilethe gagol
pel was it godsgoda design that theth

I not embrace it no gcG
gives unto0 us our ageagencyneymey and we 4
not ourselves realize how great th-
is there is no limit to our agenal
the powerpowen to choose good the powpov
to refuse evil the loweri ower to choachoo
evil and refuse good is given to ever
human being we can if we cheor
accept god we caacnacascaf if we choochoose
reject god there a no
about him about his gospel I1

about the plan of salvationsalia tion if ydya
and I1 are saved we will be saved k
cause we have been obedient an
we have exercised the towerrower ehgth
god has given unto us there is t1
limit to this we can seek urr
him in humility in the
jesus audaad continue faithful to I1end we can walkvalk humbly and u
rightly with all the ability ot whid
we are capablecancaoabioablo oberdingobobi ervingcrying virtue
chastity honesty and truthfulnesstruthfulnesi
or we can on the other hand turn t
evil we can reject everything thi i

is good we can be 1

we can bethe 7
can lebe dishondishonestest we can practice faft I1

iequityv ity As the llord saidraid to cacafa i

itt thou doest not well aa
dethleth at the door if th
would do right he would be accey
ed the agency was within hinhit
god had given it to him and
would not take it from him akW i

should cease to be the beings BE i

designs us to be if he did we sik1

not automatons to be moved v
bomeborne master handor pulled withwilh
string god will control our aac

eions but he will not dictate to v I1

and compel usup he overrules aj

things for his glory and for ththee sa
of his purposes Yyoiyoa

acts andanol mine and the acts of iiiiallali UK

inhabitants of the earth are suhsub 1

1

to god who iaIs the overruling brov I1 I1

dence over niiall and he controls a4 1

to suit his divine purposes ethroue
his superior knowledge and
power but if you setget to heaven i

I1 have said if you bingsing the songs q

the redeemed you will do
you yourselvestres haethave chosen ththi
path and have determined by H
aid to walk therein all your days
any are ever numbered with tl
damned if any ever go into outiout
darkness and endure the misery I1I1

those who have rejected the
and violated those laws which GI01
has given violated s in other wora
the liht that waswaa within them adal
which comes from god

i if any I1
there it will be because they hathai
chosen to walk in the path tb
leads in that direction and jesjer
came not to sayesaxe themthera unless th
seek to save themselves it would I1

meyfeyv to0 Uthele Pplanan of sosalvation
u 1 m oddoosooboso0 Ttherehere is divin

eielle ngernver1or 4 gyegrere I1ininn our I1seeing 1

wisdomdo thel11 t A r as V
W
itsuetit1 ofr tthe1 e divlusivlivi tithth and
ddo0 it Is13 ft testacheeefollow

t 0of our
ttb r 6 hucom

thosethose who thatat is fecesssan
I1receive tile light

of this to you this dI1 j

testify lordurd JI1 can before the
in all solemnity

that god is a god of revel
I1
j

know
tion 1 know it

god
for tastaythyself

tllat
selfseif

is a yhethat I1 know thalthat
answers pa ayer

blokabenwhentaraa GW thu heals the


