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WEST VIRGINIA conference

the fame of the blue grass region

of kentucky is world wideyde we write

from one of its most favored spots

the rolling hills look like beautiful
greenereen pictures inlaid in frames olof

beech and walnutgreenercener oak hickory
complying with the request otof the
president otof the southern states mis-

sion wiwe present with pleasure the work
accomplished in ane west virginia con-
ference our last report was dated
novembernovember soab 1895 and to give a
complete history of our labors we take
up the thread where we laid it down

being honorably released our beloved
resident samuel brinton left for zion

Becember and elder was
appointed his successor fulfilling the
counsel of president elias S kimball of

the southern states mission elder
and companion commenced

visiting the brethrenethrenornr in their counties
on january irth boyd county ken-
tucky was the first locality vitivisitedted and
a most excellent time was had elders
Mx H cluff of provo and ellaselias S
woodruff of salt lake city represent

k ed the cause there and were performing
a noble work we then became ac
antol with brother john keelin and
wifee and brother M E eden who joined
the church several years ago and are
steadfast in the truth

on saturday january aith we reach-
ed lawrence county where eiders W
11 hindley of Amerilamericancan fork and
L C olsen of manti were stationed
much has been said regarding the rough
region of the big sandy river we
followed iii through the county and
never were better treated many good
meetings were held we met a number
otof people who bad heard the elders
peak years ago the last night in

lawrence county we stayed at the best
hotel in peach orchard and our billbill was

come again
As we neared the county seat of

martinLartinPA county we began to hear good
reports of elders H W beers of man-
assa colorado and fred G of
deseret who we found diligently doing
their duty indeed when we reached
town wevre found them the heros otof the
hour they had held two meetings in
the court house and had obtained it torfor
us we bieldheld tareetree services more and
everybody in town became our friends
today the hotels are open to us to stay
without charge

friday february found us on
our way to whitehouse johnson county
elders Williwilliamarri J glade of salt lake
city and matthew spiers of tooelethoele
were here and met us with smiles we
assure you elders know how to smile
when they see some one from humehome
we stayed attheat the hotelbotel harris and the
next morning the proprietor put us
across big sandy we asked the amount
of charges he said y gentlemen my
place is a hotel to the public but a home
to the mormon elders come back
whenever you can make it convenient
lain johnson we met grotherbrother J B van

hoose and family who had been out to
colorado and also mr samuel spradlin
who lived in ogden some time

morgan county where elders james
S campbell of logan and C A stree-
per of centrevilleCen treville were doing noble
service was our next point at which we
arrived february 23rdard finding the
brethren well A warwarm feeling truly
was found towards our people friends
were onoleveryevery hand we held twenty
seven meetings in ten days A new or-
ganization the church of god had
recently been started there and had an-
nihilated the old churches the people
were earnestly searching after truth and
we delivered six sermons on the first
principles in their finest church at ezel
the very best of treatment was accord-
ed us the people seeming to vie with
each other in being kindest to us

friday march ath elders judson 1I
tolman of marion idaho and I1 H
Langlangstonstori of bringdale met us on the
line between the counties olof morgan
and elliott they were well and were
enjoying their labors very much

owing to the great number of appoint
ments out in elliott county elders
campbellCampbetl and streeper were invited to
go into elliott and aid us forforaa few days
elders tolman and langston had surely
been humble and prayerful because
everywhere we went we were received
with openmen arms we preached in the
best churches in the county and elders
tolman streeper and held a
series of meetings in the court house in
sandy hook we stayed at the best
hotel in the city and when we letleft the
only charge given was a charge to come
again and preach for us just before
leaving elliott we baptized larkey
branham a fine young man twenty one
years old

elderselderC A hihigginsoninson of chesterfield
idaho and WW D elder of hinckley
met us at the carter countycounti line and we
went with them into carter finding the
brethren enjoying many friends twenty
six meetings were held in ten days and
on sunday march we baptized
five honest hearted men and women A
splendid work is being done by elders
higginson and elder especially in dis-
posing of our church works among the
people

friday march we reached
greeny county where elders george
T taylor of american fork and T E
sparkman of morgan city were spread
ing the gospel truths here we met
many kind friends and baptized william
messer we left elders taylor and
sparkman who are doing a fine work
feeling wellandwell and on april ath entered
lewis county finding elder W H
burrows of huntsville orson hyde of
salt lake city bion D wilcox of pres-
ton idaho and S H blackburn jr of
brigham city doing nicely elder bur-
rows and wilcox had been doing most
excellent work in lewis and as we
walked up town from the station a cor-
dial good morning gentlemen came
from every passerby we here made
the acquaintance of uncle bill ginn
styled by elder burrows the bestbent man in
kentucky we write from his home
inflatein a late NEWS you copied from the
post a statement that the people of a
church near here had opened it against
the protests of reverend the
pastor the statement was true in-
deed it is getting quite popular to be
called a mormon preacher in lewis
county kentucky

friday april ath we went into flem-
ingi county elders curtis B smith of17manassaanassa colorado and thomas R
reeve of virgin city met us on the
county line and escorted us to friends
the brethren were doing a most regal
work and as a consequence we were
royally entertained A seriesserie of meet-
ings was held in the court house at flem
hingsburgingsburg by which we made the acaacqacquain-
tance

uain
and friendship of the most influen-

tial men in the county
tuesday may ath saw us entering

bath county where elders J- G peart
of salt lake city and J V hanson of
brigham city are doing much good and
making many friends crowded houses
greeted us everywhere entering flem-
ing county we again held a series of
meetings and baptized henry figgins
and ida parker a couple of most excel
lent young people leaving fleming
we walked into lewis county where
among kind friends we write to you

in our travels among the brethren we
have found a spirit of cheerful obedi-
ence to counselscounsel s of our president truly
ratifyinggratifying all are working with a willforfor the sowing of the seed and we are
confident that much good to the cause
of christ will eventually be manifest
the prospects are very bright for the
triumph of truth since our last writing
twenty dixaix additions have been made to
the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints in our conference the confer-
ence is in a most nourishingflourishing condition
we have been making quite a record in
meeting holding having held one thou-
sand two hundred and seventy eight in
the past five months with an average of
about twenty six elders the greatest
number held during a week by one pair
of elders is seventeen and in one mouthmonth
fifty seven As a sample of the labor
being done we present the report of the
week ending may rejected tes-
timoniesti of the elders ii refused en-
tertainment 5 tracts distributed
books sold given and loaned mg meet-
ings held 995 all the brethren have not
reported as yet

the feeling towards our people is
gradually growing more favorable as
by the goodness of the lord we dispel
the mists of mibmisunderstandingunderstanding and preju-
dice if we had been told that the peo-
ple among whom we have trav-
eled would have been so kindly disposed
to us we could hardly have realized it
but the people and especially the intel-
ligent and influential men are becoming
our warm friends

there seems to be however an
awakening by the opposition to tear
down the work of these humble elders
recently there hivehave appeared in the
papers here letters from one reverend
B F clay of salt lake city he says
that pologamy is still practiced and that
membership in the mormon church is
the only passport to political preferment
we will say that mr clay may just as
well develop his literary ability in pre-
paring good substantial sermons for his
nockflock at home instead of writing such
unchristian like and untruthful state-
ments because they are making us
friends by the score one gentleman re-
marked the other day 1 I have never
seen mr clay but I1 have seen the mor-
mon elders and I1 will take their state-
ments in preference to his I1

elders W H mansell of kaysvilleKaysville
owing to sickness jan aoth orlando

bradley of moroni march henry
C taylor of salt lake city march


