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was remlnded of the organization of
the Church, eixty-four years ago, with
aix members. He sbowed the marvei-
oug growth of tbe Charch, and how
Elders had been oalled to all parts of
the world to ptociaim the trutb. These
servants of God went in all humility to
s]} the navions of the earth to call them
unto repentance. He rejoiced greatly
at the progress of the good work
amongst the Maoties.

Elder Charies Hardy, president ot

the Auckland branch, testitied to thej

good spirit often manifested amongst
the European Bainis in Auckland io
years pasl, and regretted that they
wetre deprived of the special labors of
the Elders. The Maories have beeu
greatly blessed with the ministrations
of these servants of God, and bhe ex-
horted the membersto faithtuloess, lest
the Biders be taken from them and
sent to a people more worthy.

Eiders Nebeker, Embly, Wiremu
Tagans and Matenga Waitaniwhal also
ppoke encoutagingiy to the Sainots.

Meeting closed with bymn 74; prayer
by Ngatoto Maere.

A Priesthood meeting was held at
7 o'clock, where suitable instructions
were given by President Garduer.
A bout eevenlty members holding the
priesthood werte present, and much
time wasspent in answerfng questions
and explaining the duties of the memn-
bers.

Simultansously with the above, u
gister’s tealimonial meeting was helu
in an adjoinivg “whate,’” or Maori
house, preelded over by Elder W,
Gipson. Tweuty-seven members bore
their testimonies.

“The third day’s conference meetings
were commeunced at 10 a.m. onNBunday,
A pril 8the were vpeded by singlag
hymn 1i3.

Eiaer B. Goddard, President of,
Manawalu oconterence, repotted the
lapors of the HKlders in that distrier,
Four brauches and three Nunday
schools were in rood workiog order,
and most of the members diiigentiy
pertorming their duties, He com-
plimeoted the Bainta for their greap
faijth in the ordinance fur the healing
of theaick; rererred also to his labora
amongstthe Europsane, and his viait
to tne South [sland. He war.sd the
people against the evils of horseracicg,
aduliery, witcberatt, drunkenness,
etc., referring to the eachjogs of the
A postles on these and kindred subjecte.

Elders Best, Bird, U’Brien, HBrad-
foru apd Jex also spoke briefly aud
botre tbelr testimoniss,

Meetlug closed wlth sioging bymn
65; praye:r by Kider Pickard.

The sactament meelins was held at
2 p. m., and » Vely lafge oumoer ol
Baiants were present. Tbe opening
hymu (80} was suny hy ihe conurega-
tiop; prayer by Te Naera Hotutu;
hymn 128,

The Lord’s Bupper was adm!nistered
by Elders Gibsonani Dougias.

Elder B. Goddard, the miasion clerk,
read the annual statistioal report tor
the year esding Dec. 31, 1993, which
showeua a total membership of 3,194,
ineluding 841 children. These were
Organized 10 sevenly-three brinches.
‘i'he tota! baptiams uunring the year
were 135, onildren bleesed 106, The
misslon was subdivided into fifteen
districts, in which thirty-three Elders
from Zivu wete laboriny, '

The general and local authorities of

the Church were duly sustaioed by
the conference. Beven native Elders
were 8lso called to aseist the Elders in
their labore amongst outsiders.

Elders Gibson, Douglas and Has.
mussen were released from their
Iabore 1n the districts over which they
presiderd, but in view of their Enowl-
edge of the Maori language, and their
great ability to preach to the Maoris,
it was deemed advisable to retain their
selvices two maoutbs longer for epeech
|abor amongst the oative tribes who
have not yet been visited,

President (Gardner closed the confer.
ence with an earnest address to the
members. He referred especiaily to
the Book of Mormon and Ready Ret-
erences, buth of which are trauslated
into the Maori, and 1o clrculation
amoungst the people, He spoke words
of encouragement to the Baints, and
exhortied mnll present to greater dili-
gence,

Meeting was dJdismissed by singing
hymn 28; prayer by Hori Te Poipol

A testimony meeting was held in
the eveuing, and a most enjoyable
tima was speant listening to the 1althfui
testimonies of forty members. Elders
Boott, Allen and PacEard also ad-
dressed the meeting.

Thus closed ancther eventful oon-
ference im Muaoridow, and the SBaints
and Eiders all rejoiced in being privi-
leged to participate in such s (east of
fat thiogs. Tbe Spirit of God was
abundantly poured out and a coniinual
souw of pralse gladdened every neart.

GODDARD,

Clerk of the Australaaiah Mission,

WaIRoA, Hawkes Bay, New Zea-
lan, Aprhl 14, 1894,

NOTES ON THE “*11U0f TAT. "

Waiwhara, a small Maori viliage on
the Te Malna peolosula, presented a
lively appearance durine: tue time of
the annugl conference of, the Austra-
jasian misslon, Atf aoy other time 1t
must be a lonespine though very pleas-
ant spot. The Maoti whar ves, all prim-
ilive atructures, built of .reeds asod
natlve grasses, were erecied uear the
beact, at toe foot of thesloping green
clad nhllls. Mtretching out to the emst
was the mighty Pacific, calm and
pincid us & ses of glass,

Great preparations nad besn made
for the accommodation of tne visiting
Haints who oame in large numbers
from the Bay of Ialands ino the tar
norin, to Wajpounamu (Middle Is-
land), in the south. A spacious build-
ing 60x20 (eet, had besn gpecially
erecleu (uf native reeds) for the gonfer-
ence meetings. It was dimiy ligbted
B! esch ond, by the do.rway and aper-
ture for ventilation., A wemall tuole
abd rough beuch served aa & staud or
pulpit, at one end of the buslding, and
fiax mats were spread down each side
of the ball. Upon these the congrega-
tion was seaied, or squalted,and during
thepet vice allimayginablepusitions were
assumed for comfort, As these mals
also serve ag the beda ot fhe natives,
there was an abundance of blunkets,
pillows, eto.,, and hence the natives
were avle to lle ut ease. The deacons
paced Lo and fro through the center
nisie, armed with lonyg rous, and vcca-
gionally poking drowsy mewbers of
the congregation, Lo prevent tbem
falling intu the armes of Morpheus,
The nrgus eyes of theee vigilant offl-
cinls were ofton fixed upon the Elders,

who were aleo compelled to lle upon
the mats, as there were oniy two chaire
in the village. Tae brethren would
often chat till late in the evening and
were aroused early io the morning,
bence it was n» wonder if, in 8 four
bours? testimony meueting, some were
found ‘*‘nodding*® and the watchful
deacon enjoviog the opportunity of
giving a “Kaumatus” (Eider) a gentle
(?) reminder.

I'he conference commenced on Aprik
6th, though many¥ of the Saints and
Eldersarrivel u few daya hefore that
time. Eacb company Was received
with the usual Maori gresting, the
““Hakn,*’ or war dance, belng repeated.
daily. This pecuiiat, though cheer-
ing, reveption has been previously
described in the NEWS. Of coutse,
tbe inJispensable ‘‘mongl®’ was freeiy
given, and duly sappreclated by aill
comers, especiailly the newly arrived
Elders from Zlion. 'The writer being
deiained by atorms and steamer uelaye,
did oot arrive until the first hymn hag
beeh sung, and hence, afier meeting,
the greetiogs came by wholesale
Many of the Bainis desired to give
torcible demonstration of thelr
‘‘aroba,’’ (luve) and afier about 200
such lmpressions, the nasal proboscia.
was almost demoralized.

A good spirit prevailed during all
the mectings of the **Hul 1au,” and
much good will undoubtedly result
from this happy reunioa.

The Austrammsian mission uow com-
prises sixteen couferences under the
presidency of Eider William Gardaoer.

Forty-four Kiders are at present
laboring in theese districts preaching
the GGospel to all classes. In addition
to the two Australian uigtricts, a new
field has heen opeoed lu Tasmanias,
where lders Lewis, Pond and 8ister
Foud are spreading the gooiu newsa.

Tnree llders anticipated receiving
their release to return to Zion at thia
conference, but were happlly (?) dis
uppointed; Eiders Gison, Hasmussen
any Douglasate fluent speakers lo the
native toogue, aud it was therefore
deemed expedient to retain their
services Gill June, in order to do some
active work amongst & pumber of na-
tive tribes that have not yet recelved
the Gospel. A numover of exemplary
Maort Yiders were nlso called to assish
in this epecial labor. The HKiders as-
sigued toc Mnorl work io the various
distr.cts have few opportunities of
visiting distant tribes, na tbhe members
need constantly visiting in the various
branches and, if neglectéd, fall into
sin. 'The sssistance of the above named
Klders, therefore, will be of great aid
to tbe mission and will accomplish
great good. Tney will pe released (o
return to Lion in the montn of June,
and a tew of the mos:faitbiul Maori
members willi accompany them,

'The nalives possess the spirit of
gathering, but circumelances have
nithertv remdered it inexpedient.
Chere is probably no people better pre=-
pared for tempi® work than our Maori
Saints, tnany of whom possess ao un-
brolten ancestral record for more than.
five hundred yeats,

The pames of Hirini Whaanoga
and his wife Maty wiil be lovingly re-
membeled by the majority of Elders
who bave labored in this mission.
Brother Whuanga 1a one of the leading
s‘sraogatiras,” or chiefs, im the Te
Mabia district, and the Elders have



