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Wwas reminded of the organization of
the church sixty four years ago with
sixelx membersmemberfl he showed the marvel

growth of the church and how
elders hadbad been called to all parts of
the world to proclaim the truth these
servants of god went in all humility to
all11II the nations of the earth to call them
untoonto repentance he rejoiced greatly
at the progress of the good work
amongstAlno nget the mabriesMaories

elder charles hardy presidentprepident otof

the auckland branch testified to the
good spirit often manifested amongst
the european saints in auckland in
years past and regretted that they
were deprived of the special labors of

theabe elders the mabries have abbou
greatly blessed with the ministrations
of these servants of god and hebe ex-
horted the members to faithfulness lestjest

theabe elders be taken from them and
ganten 6 to a people more worthy

elders brabay
tarana and batenga also

spokepoke encouragingly to thebe saints
meeting closed with hymn 74 prayer

by maere
A priesthood meeting was held at

7 ov where suitable instructions
were given by president gardnerGir duer
about seventy members holding the
priesthood were present and much
time was spent in answering questions
and explaining the duties of mebe mem
bers

simultaneously with the above a
sisterbisters testimonial meeting was boldbelu
lain an adjoining or maori
house presided over by elder W
gibson twenty seven members bore
their testimonies

the third days conference meetingsmee tinga
were commenced at 10 am on sunday
april atho were by
by nanmd

elder B goddard president olof
conferencescontereuce reported the

labors of the elders in that district
four branches and three sunday
schools were in good working order
and most of the members diligently
performing their duties he com-
plimentedted the saints for their great
faith in the ordinance fir the healing
of the sick referredret erred also to his labors
amongstmongetal wetue europeaneuropeans and hisbis visit
toto ane south island he the
people against the evils of
adultery witchcraft drunkennessdrunken 1

steetc referring to the teachings of ththe
apostles on these and kindred subjects

elders beat bird 0 brieniea brad-
ford and jex also sooae briefly and
bore their testimonies

closed with singing hymn
65 prayer by elder packardPc kard

therhe sacrament meetingmeet inu wa hold at
2 p in and u very large number otof

saintssainte were present abe opening
hymn 80 was sung by the cani frega

prayer by tote naera hotuiz
hymn

The Lordis supper was administered
by elders gibson an i douglas

elder B goddard the mission clerk
read the annual statistical report for
the year suding dec 81 1993 which

a total membership of
including children these were
organorganizedizea into seventy three br inches
the total baptisms during the year
were children blessed the
nailinis aslonsion was subdivided into fifteen
districts in which thirty three elders
from zion were laboring

the general and local authorities of

the church were duly sustained by
the conference seven native eiden
were also called to assist the elders in
their labors amongst outsiders

elderselder gibson douglas and rasbas
mussen were released from their
labors in the districts over which they
propresidedsided but in view of their knowl-
edge of the maori language and their
great ability to preach to the maorislaoris
it was deemed advisable to retain their
services two mouths longer for speech

I1 labor amongst the native tribes who
have not yet been visited

president gardner closed the confer
enoeence with an earnest address to the
members he referred especially to
the book of mormon and readybeady refe-
renceserenoren ces both of which are translated
into the maori and in circulation
amongst the people he spoke words
of encouragement to the saints and
exhorted all present to greater dili-
gence

meeting was dismissed by singing
hymn 28 prayer by hori te pol put

A testimony meeting was held in
the evening aej a most enjoyenjoyableablo
timetim was spent listening to the faithful
testimonies of forty members elderseldera
scott allenalien and packard also ad-
dressed the meeting

thus closed another eventful con-
ferencefarence in and theshe saints
and elders all rejoiced in being privi-
leged to participate in sucheach a leant oiof
fatfal things the spirit8p irit of qed was
abundantly poured out and a continual
song of praise gladdened every heart
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NOTES ON THE acl TAUTAIL
a small maori village on

the tote mahia peninsula presented ita
lively appearance during welue time otof
the annual conference of the austral-
asian mission at any other time it
must be a lonesome though very pleas-
ant spot the maori wharves all prim
etive structures built of reeds and
native grasses were erected near the
beloti at toe toot of the sloping green
clad hills stretching out to the east
was the mighty pacific calm and
placid heas a sea of glass

great preparations had been made
for tilethe accommodation of tilethe visiting
saints who came in large numbers
from the bay of islands in the lar
north to waipounamuWai middle is-
land in the south A spacious build-
ing feet hadbad been specially
erecter of native reeds for the confer-
ence meetings it waswaa dimly lighted
at ditoh undend by the dodoorwayairway and aper-
ture for ventilationvanlila tion A small mole
and rough beuchbench served as a stand or
pulpit at one end of the building and
flax mats were spread down each side
of the hall up n these the congrega-
tion was seated or during
the service all imaginable positions were
assumedmed for comfort As these mats
also serve as the beds of the natives
there was an abundance of blankets
pillows etc and hence the natives
were able to lie at ease the deacons
paced to and fro through the center
aisle armed with long rods and occa-
sionallysionally poking drowsy members of
the congregation to prevent them
falling into the arms of corpmorp

toethe argusargue eyes of thesetheme vigilant offi-
cials were often fixed upon the elders

who were also compelled to lie upon
the matsmate as there were only two chaira
in the village taefae brethren would
often chat till late inia the evening and
were aroused early in the morning
hence it was njni wonder itif in a four
hours testimony meeting some were
found nodding and the watchful
deacon enjoying the opportunity of
giving a Kau matua11 eldereider a gentle

reminder
thefhe conference comcommencedmencel on april

ath though maomanyY of the saints and
elders arrivalarave1 a tewfew days before that
time each company waswaa received
with the usual maori greeting the

haka or war dance being repeated
daily this peculiar though
insing reception hashaa been previously
described in the NEWS of course
wethe indispensable douginon gl 1 1 was freely
given and duly appreciated by all
comers especially the newly arrived
elders from zion the writer being
detained by storms and steamer delaysdelay
did not arrive until the first hymn had
been sung and hence alterafter meeting
ciao greetings came by wholesale
many of the saints desired to give
forcible demonstration of their
caaroharoha 11 love siad after about
such impressionsimpression the nasal proboscis
was almost demoralized

A good spirit prevailed during all
the meetings of the hui jauI1 au and
much good will undoubtedly result
from thisbis happy reunion

the australasian mission now com-
prises sixteen conferences under the
presidency of elder william gardner

forty four elders are at present
laboring iu these districts preaching
the gospel to all classes in addition
to the two australian districts a new
field basbaa been tuin ras manla
where elders lewis pond and slater
pond are spreading the good news

three elders anticipated receiving
their release to return to zion at thisthia
conference but were happily dis-
appointed elders gibson Bas mussen
and douglas are fluent speakers I1ina the
native tongue audand it was therefore
deemed expedient to retain their
services till june in order to do some
aactive work amongst a of na
live tribes that have not yet received
the gospel A number of exemplary
maori elders were also called to assist
in this special labor the elderseiders as-
signed to maori work ininthethe various
di have few opportunities of
visiting distant tribes as the members
need constantly visiting in the various
branches and itif neglected fall into
sinald foe assistance of the above named
elders therefore will be of great aid
to we mission and will accomplish
great good they will be released tota
return to zion in the month or june
and a few of the most faithful maori
members will accompany them

the natives possess the spirit of
gathering but circumstances have
hitherto rendered it inexpedient

I1is Droprobablybably no people betterbelter pre-
pared for tompietemple work than our maori
saintscia inte many of whom possess an un
broken ancestral record for more than
five hundred years

the names of hinni
and his wife mary will be lovingly rore
mem beleJ by the majority of elders
who have labored in this missmissionioD
brother Vba ania is one of the leading

rangatiras or chiefs in the tote
mahla district and the elders have


