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DISCOURSE

By Presid-nt ORSON HYDE, Delivered
‘an the 1ath Ward Assemlly “Rooms,
Salt Lake City, Sunday £fter-

noon, Jan, 19, 1873.

REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS,

It is some time since I Mad the pleasure of
meeting with the Sainis in the Fourteenth
ward of Salt Lake City, Ienly regret, this
afternoon, a severe cold that I have taken
since I arrived in the city, which, I fear,
may disqualify me, at least in part, from
doing justice to any subject that may en-
gage my attention,

I discern but a small porticn of the peo~
ple of this ward collected together on the
present occasion. I do not express myself
thus with the idea of finding fault with
them for their non-attendance at meeting.
1 only wonder how so many of you were
enabled to come together at this time, and
1 almost wonder how I got here myselfl
without being stuck in the muod. How-
ever, we are here to wait upon the Lord,
that we may renew our strength, and cer-
tainlv in these \lmes of wonders wWe bhave
as wuch occasion for food adapted to our
immortal spirits, to strengthen and invig-
orate them, as we have for food tonourish
and strenythen the body, We may be more
angihle of the want of teod for the body
thun we are of the waot of food for the
mind, but still 4 lack of the latter preys
upon the interior man 88 much as a lack of
the former dirqualities us for the discharge
of those arduous duties which pertain to
our mortal organ'zation.

I bardly know, my brethren and sisters
what to speak to you about this afternoon
1 have no sermon prepared, and [ do 1ot
knosw that I should have prepared one if 1
had had time fora diseours«~ delivered by
RDY individual tha tis not the outharst of
inspiration by a higher poweér ean not bs
productive of any lasting good, though
Hﬂﬂd moral prlnniplrl DAY he set fﬂl‘i-h, and
that too in an engaging and interesting
point of light.

Iothe course of my life T bave traveled
over a considerable portion of the world,
and havs bad opportunities to mark the
diftereut custome, fashions and =tyles of
people, and not on'y people, but the differ-
ent styles of archi esturs which prevail
AMon g . A
mind is capable of imaginiog, from the
princsly mansion dewn to the meanest
novel, I have tound that all classes have
some kind of sheltar or home It s rarely
thut I have met with ona who has ssid to
me—"'1 h v 1o bome, nosrhelter, nowhere
to ¢0.” Eveun the insecis »nd most «f o

wild anlmsals bave some kiud of rntuge,\

some place to flee to in the time of storwm.
Our Utes who roam over the mountaine
herenave their wickiups, not very desir
able to us, but they serve them a purpose
—they shield, or at least partially shield,
them from the inclemeney of the storm
A\l classes ol people then, we say, have
some place of resort or refuge, and the pre-
sum ption is that all bave built sccording
to their taste, coupled with their ability,
This is aboutthe idea that I have formed.
W hence came the 1dea of these forms and
structares? Where did they originate? 1
belicve that everything that 18 of service to
znd that is designed for a blessing to man,
came In some way by the revelations of
God. Ido notsay thatthey baveall been
revealed through a prophet or through an
apostle, God has organized every human
beirg on the earth, and bas given to him a

temperament and a disposition susceptible |

of impressions; a.d thoaugh he may not
know their origin, still they play upon his
imagination, and disclose to him man
important matters conunected with his
eartbly existence. A carpenter has many
tools in his box Theyare not all the same
kind, yet in the execution of the several
branches of his art he finds a use for them,
they are not to be thrown away; and so it
seems to me that in the great family of
man there is not oue to be thrown away
but all may be used by him who created
them, :

The art of printing was no doubtrevealed
from on high, the matter or fac-simile bein
imparted to some iustrument—some vesse
chosen for that peculiar purpose, not nec
essarily an apostle or prophet, by which to
open a door to flood the world with intelli-
gence, to organize and establish the king-
dom of God. Bat whoever it may be
through whom such revelations are mad
his own individual vrganization is playe
upon by the light of revelation, though he
may not understand it and give God the
glory, to whom, in reality, 1. belongs. It
was nol Necessary
to facilitate business and joarneys by land
and sea throughout the world, should be
revealed to J ns&Ph Smith, Brigham Young,
Isaiah or Jeremiah; but there was an or-
ganiza'ion prepared to receive that ocom
muuieation; and so I might say in relation
to all the arts and sciences that exist ouo the
earth, If I might be allowed the expres
sion I would say that the cselestial kin
is a central eollege where all true sciences
exist, We have them here, not in their
pure and refined state, but merely the
coarse aud sbadowy outlines. No doubt
many of you have had your portraits pen-
cilled upon the canvas by the artist; and
after be had drawn the oudines, withont
filling up or embellisbing atall, you looked
at it and said, “"That is not myself, it does
not lovk like me, it belongs to some one

THE DESERET NEWS.

ﬁl_sg.", g‘lﬂ?t Tiggn it E:ma to be ﬂllodﬁg p
and @) rished, perhaps you were ready
to ‘uﬁ? it. We have the shadows of things
{hat are, and not the real things themselves

|in many respects, The question arises in

my mind, wbether or not there are man-
sions prepared, the other side the wail,
adapted to every human being who ever
did or ever will live upon the earth., Jesus
said to his disciples on a certain occasion,
“I am going to leave you. In mf
Father’s !Lnnan are many mansious, if
itl, were ¢ not so I ,p}muld hav’a
told you., 0 to, preparea place tor you.”
It ‘}ﬂﬂmi ibqf..lt this time, there was no
place prepared for them; that those that
were a'ready coustrucied were designed
for others, and not f.r them, hence said he,
g gt{ to prepare a place for you, and if I go

I will come again and receive you to wmy-
gelf, that where I am there ye may be
also,” It is very natural for every person
who dwells on earth, when weary, or when
his task is done or his journey ended, t)
seek his home. 1 will venture 1o say that
when vou go from this assembly you will’
naturally seek your own abiding plaoces,
You mav p roaps call in at a sick neigh-
bor's; but your ultitnate purpose is to retire
to your own bomes, and y u are not con-
tent until youa arrive there, The question
with me is whether all people will not na
turally seek tbe place designed and prepar=
ed for them on the other side of the wvail,
whether theredoss not exist a sympathy
between the moral qualifications of the
buman besrt and the character of that
mapsion woich {18 owner is destineda to
occupy—a kind of atiractive power that
will |lead each one to his respective
abode. Bretbren and sisters, we are all
forming characters which will entitle us to
the different styles of mansjions in our
Father’s bouse. 1f [ seek and do obtain a
superior degree of 1ntelligence, if I do labor
to aequire purity of heart and uprightness
f covduct In all things, no matter how
high my standara, is there not & mansion,
corresponding with the exertions which I
make, that I am heir to and destired to
iopherit? I am inclined to the idea that
this is 30, _

I have beard some eay, *'I would like to
know what my condition and situation will
be the other side of the grave.”” Weare
solviog that problem in our present state
of existence, we are determining the mat-
ter by our actions in every-day life. I re
collect onoce, in my travels, standing on the

them—every varle'y whieh the |deserts of Sahara, where I could view the

wide expanse and motien of sand, filling
the air as the drifting snows do the atmoss
phere here many times. I saw the siroeco
ti'] the air with sand so that it was with
dificalty we conld open nur eyes, without

cudanyg ring our sight, I saw neither plant
wor ewer ol any Kind there, nor even a
shrub on which a camel ernld browss.
Mbere ure places, I suppose, in the desert,
where springs of water burst forth, that
are green, breaking the iuonotony that
reigns over that wide expanse, but I did
not see them, And yet I considered, “Yon
will drink every drop of moisture and
every drop of dew thatdistils from heaven,
and in return you send forth no piant or
flower, ungrateful soil! Come northward
a little, or porth-west, and land on the
southern borders of Europe, say Italy, and
there is a beautiful country, delightfal
fruits of a very fine grade grow there al-
most spontaneously; the weather or climate
is adapted to almostevery one, but par-
ticulariy to those who are natives of the
conntry. Come farther north, into Ger-
many, for instance, or to England., There
it is much colder; more hardy fruits ‘grow
there. Well, 'continue on northward to
Deamsark, Efnrmly, Sweden, Lapland and
indeed into the Arctio regions, What do
we find there? Hardy races of men, adapt-
ed to the climate, and they seemingly pre-
fer that as & residence to any otber portion
of the earth. There is the Esquimmaux
dwelling in his habitation of lce—ice form-
ing the walls of his dwelling, He is wrap-
ped in the skins of animals, and he lives to
a great extent on the blubber of whales.

nuld he like to exchange sitnations with
the inhabitants of warmer countries? He
has no disposition to emigrate, that seems
to be the place he is attached to. AN this,

I hereafler
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for aught I know, may reflect somedhing
of the elimate of those regious that we mav

inhabit, 1 do not know but the
very heavens reflect their existence upon
earth. 1donot kKn w but thai, in ashadowy
form, the earth ilself is a fac-simile of the
heavens, '

Now, on another subject, what would
you think, brethren aund sisters, of that
man who would retuse to pay bis taxes to

There are some who decline to pay their
taxes in this country as if the original in-

that the power of steam | habitants were exercising a jurisdiction

whiclr the dignity of modern eivilization
affects 10 despise and repel!
think of any man who declines to pay his
taxes? We think bim not entitled to the
proteotion of the laws, I believe there is
one statule in Utah which says that every
man shall have the privilege of voling at
the polls after a residence of six months,

rovided be be & taxpayer within
its boundaries, This 8 an import-
ant clause, I do mnot speak of this be-
cause I want tourge the colieotion of taxes,
I oare nothing about that in comparison,
I ase this as an illustration, in' reference
to some other matters which I wish to urge

upon your attention, Go where we will
we find we bave to pay our taxes to politi-
oal organizations and governments,

Savior of the world, poor as he was, was

| ury

not exempt from this obligation or liabils
itv, hence he said to Peter, “Pay taxes.”
‘‘@h, we have no money.” *“Well, go and
cast your hook into the sea, and you will
take a fish, and in that fish you will find
money, take that and pay the taxes for
thee and me,”” Thus we see that he wlon
made all thluﬁl discharged this liabi'i "
We also should pay our taxes to the zo.-
ernments and powers of this world. 11 we
never should pay our taxes with what <ind
of a grace could we appeal to the Couauly
Court for aid to coustruct & road here, a
bridge there, or an improvement yonder?

I"Ynu have not paid your taxes, how can

you expect anything to revert to you whon
you have not aided to replenish the treas.
or to keep the fouuntain fulif Yon
bave no right te expect to share in the ad-
vantages enjoyed by loyal citizens,” Again,
if I refuse to pay my taxes to the goveri-
ment 18 it not pretty conclusive evideinoe
that I am an enemy to that government
and its friende? luseems to me that the 11de
‘beats in that direction, and shows that I
am disloyal. If I pay all my taxes and
discharge all my obligations to the govern-
mwent under which I live, I should be calicd
a loyal citizen,

Says one, “I do not know what is doas
with the taxes, I wounld like to know Low
they are applied, and what use is made of
the money, and before I pay 1 think 1
will ascertain,”’  Ifyoun uvdertake this I
think you will bave a beavy aud difficult
job on your hands, I would not like to
ferret itout. When I get my receipt for
taxes paid I put itin my poeket, and coy,
‘“'liiwr.u:{J bye, sir,”’ till he calls again. Toat
isall the care I bave. If the collecior
makes a bad use ot the money he colle:is,
or appropriates it for ether than legitin:ste
pur , Bomebody else will see to biwn,
not [. I bave got his receipt, I have dune
my duty, I have discharged Lhe obligation
devilving upon me,

|  We all look, brethren and sisters, for the

kKingdom of God to be establisbed at some

time, if it is notalready done, and yet some
of us eomplain very much about payiug
our tithing. The very word grates on the
ears of some! Well, as taxes are to the
governments of the political world, so is
tithing to the kingdom of God., That is my
understanding, and if I pay my tithing I
come within the promises and
of Heaven’s laws, and I am considered a
loyal subject of and a friend to that gov-
ernment, I will notice here a Jittle peculi-
arity with ragard to tithing. There is not
much said aboat it in the New Teatament
Seriptures, except meére allusions; it is the
same with regard to polygamy; but vou
turn to the Old Testament and you will
find that these two subjects run paraliel
Oone with the other,and where one exisis
the other follows a8 a matter of conrse, 1
might ask a question here as to what our
Savior meant when he said, *"The first shall
be !ast, and the lastshall be first,”’ It Lhe
first order of things is to Jap over on to us
who are engaged in forming the last and
closiug scenes of God’s work on eirth psr-
tainiog to this dispensation, the last may

turn back; =nd if the former dispensation

forms the field of our last labors or undsr

ite shadows we bring things to a ¢lese, hy |

and by the reality, the substance may comse
L do vot know that we wuan charge the Ba~-
vior with folly when he said, **The first
shall be lastand the Jast shall be first."”

| Dol want a mansion in yonder world

that is glorious? Then I must eomply
with thelaw of Heaven and pay my tithes
and bring my offerings and prove to the
Heavens that I'am a triend of his

apything to please him and to secuze the de-
slred treasure, You no doubt recollect
reading in the New Testament of a certam
man who found a treasure wh ch was bid
in a field, and he went and sold al. he had
to purchase the entire fisld., It was noua

treasure, but he was so bent on recuring it
that he purcbased the entire fivld, Wha

was that treasure? It was the Kingdon of
God. Some say the gifis ot Guod are not
purchased with money, and sgain some
will contend thal they are. I will speak a
word or two upon this subject by wayv ol
illustration. I suppose that in former days
they had speculators among them,some-
what similar to those we bave iu these

tle laid his hands upon some who had Heen

the government under which he lives

What do we

The |

baptized for the remission of their -ius,
and they received the Holy Ghost. One
Simun Magus saw the operation and he
asked the Apostle to give him that gift,
saying to him, *“I wall giwe you mouney jor
it.” Probably Bimon said to himse:, *‘I
866 money in it,"”’ as much as some of you
doin that mine; “just give me that gi't,
that upon whowmsoever I lay my uands
they may receive the Holy Ghost, and thus
I will accumulate a fortune,” Said Peter,
‘“*Be it known unto yom that the
God are not purchased with money, tay
money perish with thee,” &c. But thsn
agein, read in another part of the Sorip
tures about a ocertamn steward who bLad
charge of his master’s gooda. He was ne
cused unto his lord of wasting these goods,
or ot making an impreper use
of them, and he was called to an accouant,
andintormed by his master that he could
no longer be steward, Said the steward,
“ What shall T do? 1 am bound tolose :uy

I place, and to dig [ can not, I am not used

Lo it and to beg 1 am ashamed, what sball;
[ do to sustain myse!/?”” This bappy:
thought oceurred to his mind—I will -go

Morgive you fif'y,
not yel displaced, take tby
jdowun quickly and write fifiy ”” So he went

J anuarv 29

““One bundred wmeas-
Sajd the steward, “I will’

I a«a yetin power, I am
bill and si

thou to iny lord?”
ures of wheat ’?

and did o all bislord’s debtors. His lord
saw what he was doing and called him t
account, and he mended the unjus
steward for his om and shrewdness—
he had acted wisely for himself. Ard now
says the Savior,as if predicating a prineiple
up-'n this tr ns y “L say unto yoy

make unto yourseéll friends with the mam.

mon of unrighteousness, that when you
fail you may be received into everlastio
habitaticns.”  While it isthe suggestion
one spirit, which is the spirit of falsehood,
although the truth may be spoken by that

spirit, yet God will not own it, and yet the
same principle spoken bv another spirit,
which 18 of God Heaven will own. What
are all the riches of this world given unto
us for, but to secure some mansion in yons
der world that will be glorious, aud

grand snd worthy the noble and
sacrificing  spirit  that ~ sougbt i

Well, we pay our Lithing. What does i{
consist 0?7  Ouoe tenth of ull we possess al
the start, and then ever after one ténth of
ourannunal income. If tbat be one thous.
and dollars per annum you pay one hun-
dred of that ip taxes to the kingdom of
God. Say some, ‘‘If it be God's kingdom
we should think it could st-nd and roll on
without this .ind of backing or aid.” ]
will tell youthat the Lord Atmighty wishs
esio prove our fidelity to him. It is nof
for his sake that we pay tithing, it is for

ours, Hence he says, “'I{ I were buogry
or thirsty, { would not call upon them for
meat or drink, but I want to prove you
and see whether you are loyal to me or

protection | thig

whether you are rebellious, Hence bring
your tithes and your offerings into my
storehouse and prove me now, herewith,
and see if I will not open to you the win-
dows of beaven and pour you out a bless
ing that there shall not be room to recéive,”
We are told by some of the unbelicvers
that we pay tithing and we are dupes to
fanaticism, that we are priest-ridden, and
bound down with gallieg chains of op-
pression. That same class of persons will
beast that they pay no tithing. They are
not priest-ridden, they are = free-bork
Ameriern citizens and are not subject to
priestly runle. Ahem! By and by
perbaps theseindividuals go henece 1o the
other side of the vail, and they inguire the
way to their home or mansion,ard yonder

rbaps, one represented by Lhe deserts o*

hara is pointed out to thewn, and they are
told=—**There is your home. You have
been eager to grasp every blessing that

flowed from the beneficent hand of the

{ tithes or taxes to the k

governs-.
ment; and that I am willing to sacrifice)

little portion of ground tbat contained the.

days. Onceonatime the inspired A pos-

gilts of

| Ureator,but what have you given in return?

No more than that sandy desert has given,
and there is the place of your home. An
American citizen, ehl Not priest-ridden,
not oppressed s0 that youn have to pay
ngdom of God?"
“No, we do not know any such kingdom.”
Well, brethren and sisters, I almost
shrink atthe task of following this subject
ap, Itis alittle sénsational, but perhaps
it might as well be told, if not im whole, at
least 1n part.

We find that there are many worlds
surrounding us, revolving in their sphere
and orbit. Some learned men, have pre
tended to say that some of the planets in

{our own solar systemn are nothing but &

mass of liquid fire. 1 do not know how
true this is, I ean not vouch for it, It iss
lorig time sines I was there,and I have for-
gotten much that may, &t some future
day, be brought te my recollection when

| the vail shall be parted from all eyes and

We =06 a8 we are seen and know as we are
known. Here is my friend and brother

| Pratt, he is more skilled in astronomy

than I am, and if | am guilty of an error,
he can correct me if he sees fit, Bat some
learned  men say that there are worids
winich roll in eternal night, not. one ray of
fight from the grand central lumioary
penetrating or dawning apon their orbit,
but they move in an sleroal eclipse—alwsys
dark. I1do not know how irhis is, butl
know thatsome will comemp and want an
mberitance, apd it will be said to them,
“Depart from me, ye workers of iniguity,
into everiasting fire prepared for the devil
apd his angels,”” There are some noOW
who love darkness ratber thaa | ght be-
cause their deeds are avil. I will veuture
to say thatif some of the zexlons opposery
of what is soolelimes caled *“‘Mormon-
ism,”” who wereonee united with us,could
see an improper step made by your hum-
bleservant, they would seize upon it with
the greatest avidity. If'there wasa dark
spot in my moral character, that would be
food for them. I, or my friend, brother
Pratt, or President Young, may have
achieved worthy exploits aud dene great
good, but they pass by this, they have no
relish or appetiie for if; but the moment
there ir a dark spot, either real or imagin-
ary, they are ready 0 si€za upon it with
the greatest avidity, and roil itas a sweel
morsel under their tongue, because they
are children of darkness and love darkuess
rather thano light. Now the sun, the grest
fountain of light of our system, is s«id to
have dark spots on his dise, I believe it
is no['but yet there is much light there,
and be throws his rays to an immense dis
tancé. Now because he bas some dark
spots on him shall we dispense with and
refuse to receive his light? No, with all
the darkness he has we love the san, and

round now to all my lord’s debtors, anc I  the dark spots that may e
| will 8-y to this one “How much owist iSu in relation to the servants of God, We

whelher onsea oren land his rays aré

oheering and welcome, notwitbstanding

X118t on his fach




