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I1 appreciate very highlhighlyy theille privilege
that I1 have this morning and that I1
hayehave had during this conference in
meetingg with the saints it is the first
Ffallfaliallail Cconferenceonferenceferenee I1 have had the oppor-
tunity of attending for sixteen years
these are indeed precious privileges
which god our heavenly father has
given unto us these opportunities

0 which weve now have of assembling our-
selves totogetherjetheraether and dismissing tilethe cares
that press us from week to week and
month to month casting them aside to
concentrate our minds and our thoughts
upon the things of his kingdom de-
voting our attention to those heavenly
principles which have produced so
much happinessliap alidand peace in our
midst it is good for mystoustos to thus devote
a portion of ourtur time to the worship ofaf
our god I1 do not know how the con-
ference felt but for myself after the
vote waswaa taken yesterday to continue
our conference a week or a month if it
were necessary or as lonlongiong as tha ser-
vants of god should feel inclined to
continue it I1 experienced a great relief
in my feelings IL1 felt that that restraint
was removed which hadbad to a certain
extent oppressed us with the view of
hurrying through tthee business and
getting done by this eievening I1 thought
thathythat it waswasririgilorightgIlt and I1 felt a spirit of
freedom that I1 had not experienced
before and I1 presume that all the saints
feitfelt alike on this subject there is no-
thing more important forusfor us to attend
to than that which we are enkengagedacredatred in
todayto day we cannot think of anything
that is of greater importance to usus as
individuals and as a people than this
berserservicevied it is work a labor
of love that our heavenly fatherfather has
guaranteed unto us the privilege of per-
forming the organization that wenye
now behold the wonderful fruits and
results which have attended us from
the beabegbeginninginning and that are so delight-
ful totd contemplatecontemplate todayto day havethavenhave all
sprung from tthec service that we are
now engaged in we may devote time
as it is necessary we should to the
labors of this life to plowing to sowing
to harvesting to building settlements
to complisaccomplishaccomplishingac inglug the labors that devolve
upon us of a temporal charaecharaccharacterteitel these
labors are important and necessary but
they are no more necessary than those
that we are now engaged iiiin they are
nona more necessary than that we should
assemble ourselves together frequently
to listen to the word of god to be in-
structedted in the principles of liag and sal-
vation by those who have been our
fathers in the gospel

it is necessary that we should ex-
amine ourselves bring ourselves to the
light11 lit of truth to learn whether we are
tidingtatingtaking the right course likethe mariner
when he returns to port he Onicompares
his ship chronometerschronometers with the correct
time on shore to see whether they havhanhavee
been keeping true time and are in good
condition to enter upon another voyage0
to enable him to obtain illshis bearingsbearills
correctly that he may not lose himself
when he is on the trackless ocean we
can comeicome to conference in this manner
and examine ourselves like men return-
ingin0 from a mission after an absence of
years among the nations they come
backaek desirous of comparing themselves
with their brethren in ziondion saying
like paul of old that they have indeed
nonot run in vain ascertaining for them-
selves that the spirit that they have
been possessed of and the course that
they have taken are the spirit and
course that their brethren in zion have
been possessed ofand taken there is a
great deal of profit to be derived from
associations of thisthit character it iIs
necessary that we shouldhould be brought
verytery frequently to a sense of our conditcondly
tion of our dependence upon god of
our relationship to him of tiletho obliga-
tions that rest upon us as his children
and servantser and handmaidenshandmaidens we
cannot do this as we should whenNIlvil lell we
neglect opportunities like this but

weve come to ether and our hearts
are filled with prayers and anxious de-
sire before for his holy spirit to
be poured out upon us we then eapcap see
if we have erred if we have gone astray
if we have done anything wrong and
displeasing in the sisightht ofor our father
these things are brought to our minds
and we see ourselves in the light of the
holy spirit we renew our strength be-
foreforeb the lordlorf and our determinations to
o forth and serve him with greater

500illliigence and faithfulness in the future
than we have done inln the past

there is a mine of wealth in the
gospel of jesus christ that is yet caicornn

undiscovered by us weseewe see

the world aroundftroun us digging here and
there and wandering over balleys and
mountainsin search of hidden v treasures
they spend theirtheli days and nightnightsinqintwin

searching for those things and in iianglanby what means theytheir eandan obtain0 tain
them butbu we have in the gospel of the
lord jesus christ which has been re
healed unto us an inexhaustible mine of
wealth that is eternal there is room
for uaus to continuallyy exercise every
faculty of our minds and of our bodies
in searching outdut the deep and inex-
haustiblehaustible riches of the gospel of jesus
christ which has been committed unto
us we have to some ex-
tent of this wealth we already have
realized to some extent its richnesss I1its
abundance and what we have alreadyairedy
obtained of it should be an incentive to
us to be stillAM more diligent and perse-
vering0 in seeking with earnestness and
faith unto god to givelveive unto us Qoff hishia
popower jand more and more of his spirit
and of that wealth which he alone
possesses that we may g on increasing
in eternaleternal riches on earth tp be prepared
to enjoy them throughout eternity
that mailman is truly rich whatever hishia
worldly circumstances may be who im-
proves

in
the opportunities hebe has and

who seeks with all diligence to obtain
all the blessings that pertainbertain unto the
holy religion of our lord and savior
jesus christ there are those bohoweverweyerwever
whom I1 have met with who profess tota
be good latter day saints who seem to
be satisfied with the protesprofessionsionslon of their
religionIwhowho seem to be satisfied with
the fact that what is called mormon
fontion is superior to everything else that
is taught among men I1 presume they
are of that class of whom prespros young
has spoken men who have been com-
pelled to bow in submission to the
truth because they could not contradict
nor gainsayit and that they have be-
come connected with this system baslias
seemed to be for them but isi itfc
enough

in one sense itift ought to be enough
for usits to know that weve have received
the truth and be satisfied with it yet
we should continue to seek with energy
and faith to partake of those bless-
ings and of that power which our father
and god has to bestow upon us if we
would seek to be possessed of these
things with the bainebalne diligence the
world seeks for earthly riches there is
not a soul within the sound of my voice
but what will be refreshedhed filled and
satisfied with the blessings god will
bestow upon him or upon her it iiss a
characteristic of the gospelospelg of jesus
christ to not be easily exhausted on
the contrary it is always attractive
you hhearearcar itift todayto day as youou heard it thirty
years or thirty nivefive years ago and it
possesses as many charms and as manymaily
attractattractionsigns nownovasas then repeating it
does not wear it out does not make
the subject threadbare does not deprive
it of its interest but on the contrary its
interest increases as years roll over our
heads as they pass by our interest in
the work of god and our love for it and
our appreciation of its greatness in-
crease in this respect it deflers from
everything else we inowknow of it satisfies
eveveryerycry want of mans nature Is there a
want you can think of is there any-
thing inin fact connected with mans
existence here spiritual or temporal
mental or physical that the gospel of
jesus christ doesdoe no satisfy if there
is JE have failed to discover ilitt it com-
prehendsends everything it gives light and
it gives intelligence it givesives wisdom
upon every department OFof human life
it satisfies every longing desire of the
soul

before the gospel reached you my
brethren and sisters who have reeerecereceivedgyved
itif since you were of mature years there
were wants that existed which now no
longer exist there were longing desires
which you indulged in andna which
were ungratified byy that which you
could obtain from the world that are
todayto day gratified to their fullest extent
there is no desire of youryour heart there is
no feeling of your soulfoul that cannot be
satissatisfiedfiedfled legitimately and consistently
with your nature in the gospel of the
lord jesus christ you know how you
were those of you who embraced the

in babylon you know how you
were when the gospel found you there
was to quote a familiar expression an
aching void within you there were
desires of your soul or of your spirit
which could not be gratifiedratified by the
chaff and husks fed unto you by the so
called teachers of the day there were
aspirations for knowledge for truth and
for god that nothing could satisfy you
sought illin vain for their ratificationgratification
you sesearchedarcheA on thetile right handland and on
thetile left youbod inquiredired here and there
but you could not get the knowledge
you needed there was no one who
could give you tilethe satisfaction youyou
yearned after but hono sooner did you

hear the truth aono sooner did ydjouou hearhed
ithethe soundof the everlasting gospel and
the voice of a man endowed with the
Ppriesthoodriesthood than you felt thaitha you had
found the pepearlonarlotarlof great price youyon felt
that the desire of 3yourour heartlicar was about
to be gratified and that if this religion
provedproveuved true ifii these statements and tes-
timoniesti could be relied upon then that
which you had so long sought forand
desired was withinwlthin your raspgrasp

men may strive to represss these
yearnings and desiresdesire after knowledge
as priests and teachers do todayto day
throughout the earth they may ridi-
cule and deny their existence but there
is that within us aaa children of god
which speaks louder and has more
force potency and elect than the tradi-
tions of our fathers or tilethe teachings of
our former priests and teachesteachers evereveir
had there is the voice of nature there
is tilethe voice of heaven in our hearts
which calls for revelation fromfrom podgod
which calls for knowledgehnowledge which calls
for certainty which calls for something
that is tangible and that can be relied
upon and which man with his man
made systems and with hishia fooleriesfoolerieserles
cannot ratifygratify nor supply by any means
in his power0 we hearbear men constantly
talktaik about the delusion that exists here
and about the folly of men seeking for
revelation and knowledge from god
the man must bobe an idiotidio who talks so
be who makes such assertions does not
understand the human character if
behe had studied himself hohe would have
seen that there waswag something within
himself which claimed more than that
which man can give that there was a
voice within him which demanded and
called loudly for truth tangible relia-
ble truth something that could bebe un-
derstoodderstood and that came from god if
this were not soiSQ why do we see so
many men running hither and thither
after knowledge after spirit rappers
astrologers fortune tellers and ahre

ts to tell them their fortunes and
reveal something relating to the future
they will do anything that will give
them any ideai a of their future these
may be the perversions ofodthethe feeling
yet you see the manifestations of this
want cropping autout in various forms all
over the eartheartly among every people and
even among the heathen when it is
not governed by truthful principles it
is found running astrayJ and leadingleadin
men and women astray whoallo areard guided
by it

wherever human nature exiexlexistsexitsts there
is found a desire for the knowledge of
the truthli a wantirant of that which per-
tains to god and to eternity and this
want or desire cannot be repressed
there is no power on earth that can re-
press it mens traditions may stifle iftitt
but when the spiritbpirit is allowed
ate freely and unrestrained it breaks
through all these barriers and brushes
aside these cobwebs to seek for truth
pure truth as it comes from the eternal
and when it once obtains a taste from
the fountain of truth and can drink
freely it is refreshed and the one great
desire of the heart isig satisfied this is
as it hahas been with us my brethren and
sisters hence the contentment that
prevails through our valleys and settle-
ments hence the peace that is to be ob-
served in our families peace broods
over Zionionloniou there is life and buoyancy in
the hearts of the children off zion
why is this it is because we have re-
ceived that which we have desired be-
cause we are living in harmony with
tilethe laws of our beingbelig it is because the
wants of our nature are being gratifiedratified
through the gospel of our lord jesus
christ if there be any amonoamongamong us who
are not satisfied if there be anany among
us whowho are wandering bitkerhither andana
thither looking for something that
they do not have they are the ones who
have committed sin and transgression
they are the ones who have grievedgri-eved the
spirit of god thethey are the ones who
have forfeited their claims upon god
for his spirit and HIS love and they horfor

go0
with theirbleir souls unsatisfied seeking for

i contentment butblit finding it not if
there be any among us who are thus
seeking they form a class that is dis-
tinct from tilethe faithful humble saints
of god who live their religion andantworkwork

it should be a cause of thanksgiving0
and gratitude with us that god ouourr
haaeheavenly father iuin the abundance of
his goodness and mercy has revealed
unto usnishis everlasting gospel that in
his kindness he has Ssentint illsliishis holy
angels from the heavens with thehe
truth and the power and authority to
administer the truth and the ordinan-
ces pertaining to the truth unto the in-
habitants of the earth yes god in
his mercy has visited our planet where
darkness reigned where confusion and
ignorance had spread their dread conconse-
quences

se
quen ces and all were like the blind
ropinggroping for the wall when the voicevolee of

goddod sounded frofromm the aud
broke the longiong silence had exexistedisted
forforsoforgoso manmany generations bro brigham
has said that inbf his young days when
he looked at the inhabitants of the
earth he was reminded of an ant hill
in a state of excitement wwithith the an ists
running hither and thither without aim
or purpose now this was the condi-
tion otof ourselves and fathers when thetile
sounsounddofof the everlasting gospel came tot
theeartathe earth the inhabitants of the earth
were running hither and thither and
there was no one to guide them no one
to control them no voice to be heard
among the chilgrenchildren of men saying
with authority here is the way
walk ye in it there was none to say

thus saithbalth the lord not qa voice in-
spired of god to be heard from pole to
pole from east to west but all were
ignorant all were confusedcontconf used all were
dark but since the gospel has been
restored since it was received by
brother joseph smith the prophet atand
preached to the people and they listlisten
ed to the testimony of god what a
change has taken place in the character
of some portion otof thetile population of the
globe since that time

there are principles and qualities
that have been and are being developeddevelon
for the last thirty five years that aers
suptupsupposedposed to have no existence anionanlonamong
men it was supposed that they lladhaa
disappeared that they never would bybe
restored again the key of linoknowledgeledge
through which the apostles krouwroughtlitailt i

suehsuch wonders in the daysdaya in which they
lived was no longer to be found among
men butbilt as soon as the holy
hood was restored to joseph smith for
he received the power and authority
from heaven and through him the
principles of heaven were restored toio
the earth thentheli what a change we be-
hold from the midst of the chaos
that existed order has been produced
from the midst of the strife that every-
where prevailed union jias been
brought to lightt froinfrom the midst of con-
fusion and warar peace has been estab-
lishedlislied and we see qualities developed
now I1in the midst of our fellow mellmeilmen
which weave supposed never could have
existed again what is this attributa-
ble to saysbays one it is attributable to
imposture and delusion so they aidsaidald
in the days of our lord and savior
jesus christ butblit let them say aslis they
please we benjenjoyoy thesethese fruitsts forlor where-
as we lived in strife we now live in
peace whereas we lived in confusion
weire now livejive in the midst of good orderonder
whereas we lived in ignorance now we
live in the midst of knowleknowledgeadge we
bask now in the light of linallnin
tilethe rays of that light which surrounds
the throne of god our heavenly father
and our souls ure satisfied and we can
rejoice and be glad and thank god
from morning until night foilfor havinglaving
bestowed upon us his everlasting truth
why should it not be so

weve are taught to believe atthethattietheliat the gos-
pel

os
is the power of god unto salvation

to every soul that believes salvation
from what oiloh says oheoneone isalvasalva-
tion to our souls it is the power of
god unto salvation the salvation abt
only of ourI1 spirits but of our bodies
in ancient days it saved the jews the
greeks and the barbarians from error
from evil of various kinds and it will
in like manner save us in heaven we
believe it produces order peace and
happiness and we expect when wew
leave here to go to a sphere where
under the influence of the gosgospelielleilel every
good quality of our nature will be
developedeveloped why should we not receive
by tilethe application of those ilealieaheavenlydefily
principles to us and our lives hereonhere on
the earth the samesaine results
produced them in days gone by they
are producing them nocowandnownovwandvandand will con-
tinue to produce them as long aaarwevveive
live in accordance with them

now my brethren andanil sistersisters there
is nothing left for us to debut to be
faithful to that which has been revalreveal-
ed unto us the evidences wlilch we
have received are of that character that
we will hebe under the heaviest condem-
nation unless we live agreeably to the
principles god has given tinto us we
cannot plead as many can that we meare
ignorant we cannot make excuses ol01

this lindind for we are not ignorant weive
are inia the enjoyment of knowledge
we never went to prayer in mirour livesilves
in secret and supplicatedsup god hijil falthfaith
for the blessings that we needed that
we did not receive the desires of our
hearts and we arose from our knees
feeling that god was with us and that
his Sspiritirit and power were
us ansandana resting0 upon us there never
was a time from the day that we be-
came latter day saints to this day that
we have asked in humility and meek-
ness for any blessing and have had to
arise from our knees dissatisfied and
empty but we have always recvecreceivedelved


