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june 1875 in acthe second dardward
schoolschoolhousehouse S L city at the
funeral services of john libusealouse
mananan aged sizsix years and willie
franklin aged four years bonssons

of eliam and ann wheeler
burned to death at wanshipmanshipWanship sum-
mit county VU T june 1875

REPORTED BY DAVID W evans

I1 AMahi entirely dependent this morn-
ing upon the spirit of the lord to
guide and direct me in what I1 may
say upon this painful occasion
those who have assembled here
brother and sister wheeler and
their friends who mourn with
them are dependent uuponon the
same source for comfort lkaliain their
serious bereavement and in fact
we are all dependent upon the
blessing and spirit of the lord in
all the labors of life and I1 hope
that in our services this morning
a large measure of that spirit will
be imparted unto us

1I1 feel disposed to read the first
chapter of job as a preliminary to
any remarks I1 may make the
speaker read the first chapter of the
book of jobjobi we alsoaligo see in read-
ing the history of job that the
devil did not finish with him there
as it seems the devil had another
conversation with the loid on this
subject in which he informed the
lord that a man would give any-
thing for his life and that if he
the devil touched jobs flesh he
would certainly curse god andit seems from reading this histohistoryry
that the lord put job into the
hands of the devil to do as he
pleased with him only to spare his
life of course the history Isis fami-
liar to you all who have read the
bible and you are aware that the
devil smote job and he was cover-
ed with boilsbolls from the crown of his
head to the soles of his feet so that
he was in great distress trouble and
tribulation yet in the midst of it
all he did not sin but acknowledg-
ed the hand of the lord

I1 may say with regard to the case
which has brought us together this
morning it is a little similar to
that of job we meet with some
strange things in the history olour
lives in the dispensations and deal-
ings of god with men iiiin the
case before us we are called to
mourn the loss of two children
taken from brother and sister
wheeler we may say as suddenly
and in one sense of the word as
miraculously as were thetho sons and
daughters of job his affliction
consisted not only inla the loss of
two children but of all his chil-
dren and also of all the possessions
that he had yet still under ailall this
he saldsaid 11raedaked came I1 out of my
mothers womb and naked shall I1return thither the lord gave and
the lord hath taken away blessed
be the name of the lord

I1 know vevery well it Is hard forZany person to be called to pass
through the scenes that we some-
time a are called to pass through inin
this life it is so in the case before us
this morning the loss of these
little children taken away as they
were is painful not only
to the parents buetobuffobut to every person
who reflects and it is a very hardbard
matter for any of us to enter into
and appreciate the depth of sorrow
which parents feel on occasions like
this it is difficult to bring the mat-
ter home to our own hearts unless
we havebeen called to pass through
similar affliction and sorrowborrow at
the same time there is no doubt
that we all sympathize with our
friends when called to pass through
trials and bereavement and I1 will
here say to brother and sisterbister
wheeler and to all my friends
there are a great many worse things
in this world than the case we are
now called to mourn

ouroar children are taken away
from us in infancy and childhood
and they are taken away as jobs
were in one sense of the wordthrough the dispensations of provi-
dence causing us severe trialsthis we will acknowledge but asI1 have already said there are many
things in this world
moremoire painful and than to
have our children burned to deathmy friends may ask r what isbrother woodruswoodruff driving at inthis remark I1 will tell you I1have lived in these valleys twenty 1

seven yearsyeara since the pioneers
came hereliere I1 have seen a whole i
annaanneannexationration of men and women 1

grow up in these valleys of the
mountains and they have become
parents I1 I1 havohave seen some I1 will
not say a great many but I1 have
seen some young men I1 say
nothing about maidens wiowhowho have
met with untimely deaths and who
have gone to the grave disgraced
and a dishonor to themselves and
to their parentsarents circumstances of
this kkindfinx are far more painful to
any parent in the world than itft is
for their children to meet with
sudden death by accident or any
other way I1 do not make these
remarks to apply to brother and
sisterbister wheeler forfoi none of us know
what course our children will take
we set good examples before them
and we strive to teach them righte-
ous principles but when they come
to years of accountability they
have their agency and they act I1fetlotor
themselves

many things are transpiring in
the earth todayto day which we should
regard as great calamities andasand as
grievous to be borne if we had to
pass through them think of these
late earthquakes in south america
eight thousand people out of ten
thousand in one Ceitycityty 8unksunk in the
earth in a Afew moments and
then the tremendous floods that
are sweeping over france and other
partslarts of the earth causing the
deathbeath of hundreds and thousands

of men wowomen and all
theaothese thingsthings are in fulfillmentfulfilment of
the revelations of god and of the
judgments which he has promised
should come upon the earth in the
last days one of the purpurposesposes
which the lord has in viewview in
gathering his saints to the valleys
of the mountains is that they may
not share in the sins or partake of
the plagues of babylon therefore
we hahaveverreasone to rejoice beforefore the
lord because of his mercies and
blessings unto us and with regardregard
to a case like this before us this
morning the joss of these children

1I want to sayaay a few words for the
consolation of those who are sor-
rowing in the first place thesthese
children aroare innocent beforebenore thetile
lord as to their death anuand the
cause thereof that is in the hands
of godanagod abiud we should not com-
plain of the lord or his dispensa
eions any more than job did
these children have been taken
away very suddenly and in such a
manner as to cause great sorrow I1

and distress to their parents but
there is this consolation connected
with the matter they are inno-
cent they are not in transgression
they have paid the law of death
which god passed on adam and
all his pros but when their
spirits left their bodies and got into
the spirit world their trouble and
affliction were over their death
was a very painful one but their
suffering is now over and in a few
years from now they will come
forth out of their graves in the morn-
ing of the resurrection not marred
by fire or any element but clothed
with glory immortality and eter-
nal life in eternal beauty and
bloom and they will be given into
the hands of their parentparen sandtand they
will receive them in the family
organization iof the celestial world
and their parparentsants will have them
forfonforeverever they will live as long as
their god lives this to latter
day saints who believe in the
resurrection should be a source of
comfort and consolation

why our children are taken
from us it is not for me to say for
god never revealed it unto inme
we are allail burying them I1 have
buried one third of the children
that have been given unto me 1L
have had some thirty children born
to me and ten of them are buried
all of them young the question
may arise with me and with you
whywhy has the lord taken away
my children but that is not for
me to tell because I1 do not know
it is in the hands of the lord and
it has been so from the creationcreatlerileif of
the world all the way down chil-
dren are takentoken away in their in-
fancy and they go to the spirit
world they come herohere and fulfilfugill
the object of their coming that is
they tabernacle in the fieileflesh thetheyy
come to receive a probation and anali
inheritance on the earth theyonthey ob-
tain a body or tabernacle andland that
tabernacle will be preserved for
them and in the morning of the
resurrection thothe spirits and bodies
will be reunited and as lierehere we
find children of various inaitla
family from the infant at the
mothers breast to manhood so
will it bobe in the family organiza-
tion in the celestial world our
children will be restored to us as
they are laid down if we their

jparentsparent keepheep the thaudfaifalfaithfalth audand prove
0ourselvesurselves worthy to obtain eternal

life andiaand if we do dotsonobnot so prove our-
selves our children will still bobe
prpreservedserved and will inherit celestial
glory this is my view in regard
to nilall infants who die whether
they are born to jew or gentile
righteous or wicked ththeyey come
from their eternal father and their
eternal mother unto ahorn they
were born in the eternal world
and they will be restored to their
eternal parentage and all parents
who have received children here
according to the order of god and
the holydoly priesthood no matter in
what age they may have lived I1
will claim those childrenchildren I1inn ththe8
morning of the resurrection and
they will be given unto them and
they will grace theirthein family organ-
izationsizations in the celestial world

with regard to the future state of those
who die iain infancy I1 do not feel author-
ized to bay much there has been a greatpreat
deal of theory and many views have been
expressed on this but therthereearecareare
many things connected with it which thetho
lord has probably never revealed to any
of the prophetprophets or patriarchs who etereve
appeared on the earth there are some
things which have not been revealed to
manma but are held in the bosom of god ouroar
father and it may be that the condition
after death of those who die in infancy is
among the things which god has never
revealed but it is sufficient for me to
know that our children are savedeared and
that if we ourselves keep the faith and do
our duty before the lord if we keep the i

celestial lawjaw we shall be preserved by
that lawlair and ouronn children will be giveni ren
unto nsus there as they have been ggl

ven
here in this world of sorrowborrow affliction
pain and distress it has no doubt been
a marvel many timtime in the mindsminda of men
and women why god ever placed men
and women in such a world as this why
he causescanses his children to paspass through
sorrowborrow and affliction here in the body the
lord has revealed something to naus con-
cerning this matter and we have learned
enough about it to know that this thing is
necessary we know that we are creerecreatedatea
in the image of god both male and female
and whoever goes ibackack into the presence
of god our eternal father will find that
he Is a noble man a noble god

in a form similar to ours for wowe are
created after his own image they will also
learn that he has placed us here that we
may passpiss a state of probation
and experience the bainesaine as he himself
did in hisIs day of mortalitymortalilyilly and time
and again it has been revealed in the reve-
lations of god given in ouronn day as well
aaan in the bible and book of MormontMormon thatbat
thebethese things are necessary in order to en-
able us to comprehend good and evil and
to be prepa glory and blessings when
wwee receiverecellerecelve them As the apostle argues
teteryveryry strongly in the book of mormon

ifit we never taste the bitter how will we
know how to comprehend the tweetsweet jfifwe never partake of painpala how can we
prize ease and if we never pass through
affliction how can we comprehend glory
exaltation and eternal blessings

the lord hasaas said concerning jesus
that he descended belowbejowlow all things that he
might rise above all things and compre-
hend all things no man descended lower
than the SaTiosavior of the world born in agtaasta
ble cradled in a manger he travelled from
there to the cross through sufferingmingled
with noodbi to a throne of grace anzand in
all his life there was nothing of an earth
ly nature that seemed to be worth posses-
sing hisnis whole life was passed in pov-
erty suffering pain affliction labor
prayer mourning and sorrow until he
gave up the ghost enon the cross stillstiff he
was gods firstbornfirstbornboin son and the redeemer
of the world the question might be
asked why the lord suffered his son to
come here and to live and die as he did
when we get into the spirit world and
the vailvall is withdrawn we shall then per-
haps understand the ghyswhys and where-
fores of allnil these things in the despen
tiong and providences of god to man it
seems that we are bom to euffersuffer painpam af-
fliction

f
Alc tion borrowssorrows andnud trials this Is what
god has decreed that the human family
shall pass therounthroun and if BCreB C make a
rightrigho use of this probation the experi-
ence it brings will eventually prove a
greatgreit blessing to us and when we receive
immortalitymortalityrm and eternal life exaltation
kingdoms thrones principalities and
powers with allail the blessings of the fulfui
ness of the gospel of christ we shall un-
derstanddernerstand and comprehend why we were
called to pass through a continual war
liaroitaro during the few yearsjears we spent in the
flesh

it certainly does rcrequirequirena good deal of
the spirit otof the lord to give comfort and
consolation to a father and mother mourn-
ing for the loss of their children and
without thetho gospel of christ the separa-
tion by death laIs one of the most ggloomy
subjects it Islit possible to contemplatetubutut just as eoonsoon as we obtain the gospel
and icam the principle of the resurrection
thothe gloom sorrowgorrow and buffering occa-
sioned by lathdeath arcare inla a great measure
taken away I1 have often thought that
to seeeee a dead body and to secBOO that body
laid in the grave and cotercovercoverededwithwith earthlyeartheartlitsilisls
one of thetho most gloomy things on earth
without the gospel it Is like taking a leap
inla the dark butbat as quick as we obtain
the gospel as sooneoon as the spirit of man
Is1 lightenedenlightened by the inspiration of the
almighty hebe can exclaim with mecne of old

oh grave where Is thy victory oh
death where Is thy sting the stingstine of
death is sineln and the gift of god is eternal
life through our lord jesus christ the
resurrection of the dead presents itzell
before the enlightenedenli mind of mausmauimau audauaand
he has a foundation for hisids spirit to restreat
upon that is the position of the latLat
adyter day saints todayto day we do isnowlinow for
ourselves we ardare not in the dark with w
eardeird to this matter god has it

to us and we do understand the principle
of the resurrection of the dead and that
the gospel brings life and immortality to
light we have received the gospel and
itif we arcare true to the principles of that
gospel as long as we liveilva we shall be adelpartakers of immortality exaltationTandnd
glory

I1 know very well that the loss of their
children in this terrible manner Is a badead
affliction to brother and sister eleerelcer
it was a sad affliction for job when hisbis
children and possessions were taken from
him inla an hour but yet he had sense or
knowledge enough to understand and say
that when he came into the world behe pos

neither children hofses lands
horses oxen camels nor asses but thatthai
all hisbis wealth had becu hivengivenalven to him by
the lord and that thothe lordord had taken
theathem away and blessed be his holy name
I1 will say to our mourning friends your
children are taken awayawny and youyon can not
help it we cannot any of us help it there
Is no censure to be given to parentscrits when
they do the bestbeat they can A mother
should not be because sheehe can
not save her sickeick child and we have to
leave these thingsthin ga in the handband of god it
will be bat a little time until they will bbe
restored to us in a little time brother and
sister wheeler will again have the eilehllell
dren whose loss they now mourn

with regard to the growthcrowth glory or ex-
altational of children ftna the ilfenifelife to comecume
god has not revealed anything on that
subject to me either about your children
mine or anany further thalthan
we know they are bayedcaved andnd I1 feelfeet thatthai
we have to put our trust in the lordan
these afflictions we have to lean upon hslisils
arm and to look to him for comfort and
consolation we do not mourn under
these afflictions as those who have nodo
hope wedo not maburnraburn the loss of ouroar
children as though we were never goingfiolng
to seesec them again becausebecame weire know bet-
ter the lord has taught us better and
so habhas the gospel the revelations of jesus
christ have shown us that they will be re-
stored to us in the resurrection of the
just and I1 will here sayfay with regard to
the gospel of christ that it Is one of the
greatest mysteries under the heavens to
me why there arearc eoso few of the human
family whether in the christian pagan
or jewish world who take any interest in
eternal things in the state of manroan after
death if reread the bible we learn that
noah filled with revelationie and with the
gospel in hisbis hand although he labored a
hundred and twenty ysais could not get
a solitary soulfoul except his own family to
go with him for salvation it was giusimilarillar
inffthe days of the patriarchs and prophets
aridand lawoif we come down to thedays of christ
we find that his testimony was rejected by
the babblesrabblesrabbles high priests and ththe1 great
mass of the people and he chose for his
apostles twelve poor fishermen and they
and very few of the people comparativelycormcorn para lively
speakingr were all that received the teach-
ings lesusol01 jesus and followed him through
the regeneration while thetho whole jewish
nation with these few exceptions wele
ready to put their shiloh to death andarid he
was the person upon whom the salvation
of the whole house of israel depended
it Is just so todayto day the great majority of
the people reject the wordsworda of life and
salvation which are proclaimed unto them
god in these last days revealed the gos-
pel of jesus christ to joseph smith by
the teachings of angels out of heaven
and its principles arearc made known to the
world and there has never been a congre-
gation of gentiles from that day to this
to whom the elders of Israel have borne
record of these things but what the
spirit of god has also borne record of the
truth of their testimony and herein lies
the condemnation of this generation for

light has come into the world butbat men
love darkness rather than light because
their deeds arcare evil I1 ask in the name
of god and humanity why is it that in-
telligenttell igent beings made in the image of god
take no interest in their condconditionlilon after
death they know they are going to die
and if they have any sense or reflection
they know they will liyalive after the death
of their mortal bodies still men will sell
their eternal interest for money for a few
hundred or a few thousand dollardollars1 they
will sellfell all the interest they havehate inln the
eternal world in fact they take noxo inter-
est inla their eternal welfare their arv is

give me gold silver and honors the few
years I1 spend herbandhere and eternal life may pogo
where it pleases 11 have no interest in
that I1 ask again why isitis it that the hu-
man samilfamily take no interest in these
things wowe have preached over forty
years I1 have been engaged in that work
over that time and hatehave proclaimed the

eternal lifeilfe
have travelled more than a hundred thou-
sand miles in so aningdoing and as the proph-
et has saidsald I1 have found one of a family
and two cfef a city who have had eyes to
fmece cars to hear and hearts to under
stand and they have veenbeen gathered up
from the various nations of the earth into
the mounamountmountainskainskalns of Islaraelandmeland herohere todayto day wowe
have a little handful of people out of the
twelve hundred millions who dwell upon
thetho earth who fecifeel an interest in building
up the zion aud kingdom of god upon
the earth and who are desirous of being
saved in that kingdom

now I1 would rather be poor all the dayslays
of my ilfelife I1 bovid ratratherhergobergogo through pvpay
erty and affliction it matters not howhowsese-
vere even to the sacrifice of my own life
than lose salvation and eternal life because
chave faith lafit and always had I1 always
havebave had faltotfaith inla the bible and in thetho rev-
elationselatclat ionstons of god since I1 was a boy like
these sitting on these seats clat or ten
years old when I1 went to the
rian sunday school and read
christ I1 believed then that he was the
saviour of the world I1 believed that the
oidold and new testament was true I1 Pbe
lictonero it todayto day Whwhatatwouldwouldwoold it profit a man
to raingain the whole world undand loseloso his own
sonifoni what will a maramart in changeexchangeex
for his rsoulsouiou when be comes into the
presence ofor god bshc amt buy it thisills Is

the position of the world there Is none
of us going to live but a little while we ishall all pass and our eternal
destiny depends upon the few days weeks
months or years that wewc spend henohero in the
flesh doydo youyon0 not think it will pay a man
or a woman to keep the commandments
otof godgodl it will and when we enjoy thisthe i
holy spirit when we are trying to firelire ouroar
religion here on the earthkarth we are the hap-
piest people on gods footstool no mattermattar
what our circumstances may be I1 doidd not
care whether we are rich or poor whether
in happinesshappiness or a man iaIs clr
ing hhisbisI1s religion and enjoys the favor andspirit of mikes nomb almAlfmerenceference to
him what takes place on the earth theremay leipe earthquakes war fire or sword inla
theahe land but he feels that it is allxIght
with him that Is themaythe wayray iveelI1 iveel todayto day

alth regard to the gospel of christ itIs a thing that wotro should ailall labor to
maintainm aantala the few years that we spend
here cheni get through with this roaufa
and go into the spirit world I1 do notbiot want
to miss what I1 have inla anticipation I1
have always desired to seebee the saviour
father adam eanoch abraham isaac
jacob anuana those old prophets we readreact
about in the bible I1 desired this before
I1 heard this gospel I1 desire it todayto dayclay ancland
I1 do not wish to ml iss this for nothnothinglg in
this world would pay me for suchanch a
fice but I1 know that it requires conisconstantbitant
warfare labor and faithfulness before the
lord in order for us to keep in fellowship
with the holy spirit and taW live in such a
manner that weire may obtain these bless-
ings jesus says strait Is the gate angana
narrow thothe way that leadsloads to eternal litesurea
and few there are who find 14it while broad
is the way that leadleadsa to deathdeatti and man
there go in thereat to
death Is broad enough to catch the whore
world and they do not like to walk in
the strait and narrow oue they do notnob
like to keep the celestial lawjaw J havehare melmet
withwath professed ministers of the gospel la
my travel at whose tables I1 hare eaten
and drunk and I1 have given them the
book otof mormon and the book of doc-
trine and covenants and have talked to
and labored with them and I1 hayehare knowdknobil
somecome of them spend days and days in this
warfare trying to decide which to do
whether to receive the hospel of christ
and take the reproach of the world or re-
ject it and I1 may sayeay that initi nine ciscacases
out of ten they have come to the concconeconcana
slonelon teto reject it when I1 visited fox is-
land the first time I1 went to0 the house ofor
mr newton a baptist minister and IC

stayed with him but first I1 went to his
church and beard him preach and when
liehe got through I1 wanted to bear record ofor
the gospel for I1 had a message to that
people and I1 appointed a meeting for four

in the afternoon and I1 preached
he gospel to them and mr newton took

me to his home and I1 gave him the book
of mormon and the book of doctrine and
covenants and for ten days that man
walked aboutabonthisthiahis room until midnight tryi-
ngin to10 decide what he should do thespiritspirit of the lord bore record to him that
my testimony was truetrued and he felt that
ifit behe obeyed the gospel I1 halhad pro
claimed unto him behe would lose hishl goodrood
name and honor among men but that ifit
he did not receive it he would bedhedbe damned
finally he rejected it and the conse-
quence wanwas that behe became a vagabond
and a miserable outcast I1 baptized aliall
his flock who owned any portion of the
meetinghouse and laheifhe had embraced the
gospel andnd been gathered with therniethem ho
would hayehave been here and saved in the
kingdom of god instead of the vaga-
bondboa that hebe has since become I1 merely
mention this to show how the minds ofor
some men are acted upon by the tidings
of the gospel some of them feel that jt
would bobe a great reproach to obey thatgosper and to keep the commandments ofgod bless your we who obey thathem

of christ are all inlif noodgood company
whenever you are persecuted for right-
eousness sake said jesus rejoice and be
exceeding glad for BOso persecuted they ththa
prophets and apostles which wirewere beformbefore
you

I1 will say to all whether in the chuoc hr
or in the world it will to keep
the commandments of god here is aw
man who has a wife that he thinks a great
deal ofoftoti they have lovely childrenn andland the
ties of affection bind them closely now
should not such a mailwait bvrd respect
enough for god to keep his command-
ments and BOso teckre to his elfer
and his children in the celecelestial world afteraften
the resurrectresurrectionlollott butbat yoayon cannot get
world lingss to believebelleva in euchsucheuchaa principle
the peopeoplespeoplepleasasi I1 saideald before have not inter-
est enough in thethi things of the kingdom
of god to be willing to keep the command
ments of god

I1 say to the latter day Ssaintsalnainalnesetsewe should tl
be faithfalth rulfol to ounouronn god we are blessed
above all thefie people that breathe the
breath of life upon the narthearth end we are
blessed above all other dispensa tonstous and
genepenegenerationsrations of men for the lord has put
into our handsbands the power to build opup hishib
zionalon upon the earth neter more to be
thrown down and this is what no other
generation has ever deebee called to do
butBatat although this Is the mission of the
latter day saintssaint we hercre a continual
warfare towagetotowanwagowagefc a warfare with the pow
ers of darkness and a warfare with our
seircL the andancientscrits bad a similar ex-
perienceperience to pass through they hadhaa theirtheiu
day of trials troubles and tribulations
enoch labored three hundred and eltty

in buildingup zionlonion and he had
the ot the whole world bat
the lord blestblesiblessonscid him BOsol that be malevi
tined hiahla groundroundg for that length of timo
andind gatheredgathEathcreacred together a few out of the t

lationsallons of0 the
tided lefore the larjabi and iliill had f taic
them away tsoyin went forth
zion Is fled so yuiytriyc i inkyinaymay trice down

allali the prophets
klel jeremiah lilill others andfind you i
will findfludflu d that it waswag a Z them yv
all the way through aud EOto with jeusjesus iand the apostles adl allali those
tips hiye an conssons0nb I1fatofutolatoto ththeow


