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RELIGIOUS.

Sunday Services,

Rellglous services were held at the
Tabernacle, Balt Luke City, SBundny,
Beptember 15, 1891, commenciug at 2
p: m., President Angus M. Cannon
prepiding.

The choir sang:

Echool thy feelings.

Prayer was offered by Elder H. P.
Richards.

The cholrsang:
Hail to the brighlness of Zion's glad mornling.

The Priesthood of the Twentielh
ward officinted in the adinistration
of the Bacrament.

ELDER JOHN NICHOLSWN -

addressed the congregation., Follow-
Ing is nbriet synopeis of hle discourse.
1t falla to my lot to addrees the large
assembly convened in this house to
engage in the worship of God. 1
desire the faith and prayersof those
present that I may speak In unleon
with the Bpirit of God. It is a littie
over three monthe since I had the
privilege of meeting with the Baints In
this butlding, having just returned from
a visit to Grreat Britain, [t i8 custom-
ary for Elders who have been abroad
on returning to give an mecount of
their experiencee in the world.

One of the ohjects that took me abroad
was to obtrin genealogical information,
that would enable me to do a work per-
taining to the salvation of my progenl-
tors. The journey of the party with
whom I traveled overland was without
specinl interest, with one exception.

n the way to New York we stayed n
short time at Kansus City, which is
only a short dJistante from A mpot of
historic intérest to the Latter-day
Baints. \We took ocesslon to visit it.
I speak of Independence, Jackson
coupty, Missouri. In that town Is
#ituated thie spot of ground which was
pointed cut by the finger of revelation
a8 A place on which a holy temple is to
be vrected io the due time of the Lord.
The servants of God, 10 accordauce
with divine commandment, dedicated
the ground for that sacred purpose.
The tempie lot, which occupies an
elevated position 1o a lovely reglon,
wan,when we visited it,covered with
luxuriant grass, and & number of trees.
There is on it A rmall wooden structure,
erected by a sect known us the Hed-
rickitee. The site of the great temple
of the future occuples an elevated josl-
tion and commands n magniticent view
of aregion ot country of great beauty,
There are wooded hills covered with
thrifty trees, while the grassy slopes
nre clothed with rich verdure, relleved
by lovely flowers. As we stood on
the sacred spot we ¢ould in im-
ngination at least, see the noble struc-
ture of the future 10 all Its mag-

THE DESERET

we were on 4 mission on behalf of our
forefathers. A guestion, that has been
ogltating the religious world for some
time of late was soived by the Prophet
Joseph Bmith over fifty years ago.
Thie ie the question to which I refer:
“is there 8 chunce of salva-
tion for the dJdead after this |ife?
Isthere an opportunity for the count-
less mitljons who have passed to the
beyond who huve no opportunity to
carry out the commands of Jesus in
the mortu] sphere?’’ [ do noteay that
Joseph Bmith originated the theory of
salvation for the dead, Thata work is
to be performed In bebalf of the dead
us well as the living is revealed by the
Beriplures. 'I'he servants of Qod go
abroad and proclaim the Gorpel, A
few receive the niessage, have faith in
Christ and his atonement, repent of
their sins, are baptized by immersion
for the remission of them and have
hands luid upon their heads that unto
them may be imparted the Holy Ghost.
But the majority reject the revenled
truth.

The eame plan of redemptlon Is car-
ried to the spirits of those whe have
died without a knowledge of it. [The
speaker here quoted from the firat
epistle of Peter, 3d chapter, 18th verse,
same ¢pistle, 4th chapterand 6th verze,
Also first Cor. 15th chapter, showing
that the Goepel waa preached to de-
parted splrits and that the object of
this Inbor was to lead them,to reformn.
tion; ulso that ordinapcer were per.
formed by the living in behslf of the
dead.] KEvery part of the Qospel being
esgential to salvatlon, the Liatter-day
Bnints are engaged In performing &
viearlous work for thelr progenitors.
For this reason they huild temples in
which these holy rites are performed,
and traverse sen and land te obtain the

peceseary dJdata to enable them
to perform this Iabor Intelligent-
ly. This is, as we understand

It, iu fultiiment of the prediction
of the Prophet Malachi through whom
the Lord deciared that before the great
and dreadful day of the Lord should
come He would send Elijah the
Propbet to turn the hearts of the chil.
dren to the falhers and the hearts of
the fathera to the chiidren, lest He
come and smite the earth with a curse,
Elijah came to Joseph B8mith and
Oliver Cowdery, in the Temple erected
by the Baints in Kirtland, and ¢on-
ferred upon them the keys and authori-
ty to open and conduct the Intter-day
dispengation to the dead, and unite in
one common bond the Church in the

hysical and epiritual spherer. Elder
Nicholson then proceeded to show that
substitution—one inteiligent belng rep-
resenting and acting for another—per-
mented the whole plan of Christianity.
It wus indeed the basis of the systein,
Christ having died in behalf of all
mankind,

The speaker snid he had elabornted

nificence, with itz promiszed pillar | upon the theme of application of the

of e¢loud by day and

pillar
fire Ly night, whiie

from the

of | Gospel (o the condition of the dead

more than he intended, but it was

centre of heavenly lntelligence light | associated with the late visit to the

would radiate to illumine the
whole earth, when ¢“the law shall go
forth from Zion and the word of
the Leord from Jerusalem.’’? ‘The
realization of these hopes, a theme of
propheay, will, we nanticlpate, come
when thre necessary work of prepara-
tion s completed, We were more in-

tereated in that sacred theme because | was

old world. The Baints would perhaps
be inter€sted {n Jearning something
concerning the conditicn of the mias-
sionary fleld in Great Britain. A’
formel experience of six years io the
ministry rendered it easy to compare
the sftuation of the past with the
present, especlally as an opportunity
given, by appointment of
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Apostle Brigham young, to visit
the' fleid duripg the recent sojourn
in Jipgland. Among the purts
where conferences were attended were
Birminghum, Newcastle dlstrict,
Manchester district and L®ndon. The
numbers of the Church had greatly
dwindled, the old memters having
emigrated and there beiny compars-
tively few additions. Open nir preach»
Ing was not conducted to any extent;
The people either assumed a threateu-
Ing attitude or were coldiy indifferent
to the message of the Gospel, Except
on some special oceasjon, such a8 con-
ference, people gave no heed to invita-
tions to attend meetings held in halla.
\When they did drop in they generally
never returned, the exceptious to this
rule veing few. In consequence the
Eiders were mostly driven to the
only recourse left—delivering tracts
from door to door, They would deliver

| A great many hundreds without having

an opportunity of conversing with the
people, many of whom treated them
insolently and slammed the doors In
thelr faces, Yet the brethren kept
bravely on,doing what they conceived
to be their duty. In observing this
condition it hes been 8 question as to
whether the nation is not now in the
ouition of having rejected the Goepel.

D an average it 1s believed that it
takesa several lders one year to mnke
one convert, not a few of the baptisms
rejiorted being those of chiidren
who bhave  just reached the
years of accountability er of people
who have been formerly connected
with the Church. Unfortunately no
detuiled record has |o the past been
kept of the labors of Elders formerly
in the field and their succeesors go
over the same ground, in maoy in-
stances with barren result. [t appears
ke plowlng, harrowing and planting
a farm for a long period, with little or
oo crop a8 n return for the labor ex-
pended. The President of the Mis-
sion, Apostie Brighnm Young,remarked
to the speaker that he could keep up
the work if the brethren at home so
desgired, but if they wished him to go
over the fleld and close it up he be-
lieved he could do it in about one year.
A good work is being done in rectify-
ing the Church records in Great Brit-
ain, This was made necessary by the
fact that the names of many people
had been reported who had been dead
for years, while others had lett the
Church or could not be found any where
after n dlligent search by the
Elders, Home of the hrethren,
seeing that additions to the Church
wereé O BCAICe now  compared
with those mnde in former yenrs, were
asking themselves the question as to
whether the fault lay in them. Elder
Nicholson siated, howcver, that, as a
whole, the misslonaries now in the
field were a noble bedy of men. They
wers Whole-souled in the work, operat-
ed inteliigentiy and were exceedingly
industrious. hey are proviog the
world. There is a revelation, however,
which eays that when those sent out
with the divine message go to 8 man
with it and he reject them, they nre
not to go agaln to that man, and that
the same process of warning, prov-
ing, nnd, when rejected, retrenting
applies nlso to villages and cities.
W hen this js done they are to lay the
matter before the Lord in the way
prescribed and leave the subject tn His
hande.



