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N NEW NAVAL STATION

portrt stanley falkland islands nov
1I have come to the falkland

ands because they promise to be one
the news centers of0 the world in

Q near future their governor tells
is that it is true that greatari eat britain
H1 probably establish a naval and
lingaling station at portfort stanley the

surveys have been made and
ninin a few years at the farthest john

gunboatsgun boats will command the pas
around cape horn and the en-
eace to the straits of MagmagelenelUn
distance betgebetweenen cape virgins
last point we saw of the south

continent and the falklandsFalk lands
three hundred miles or less than a
ysa steam for one of jenolaEnglaads fast
r vessels the falklandsFalk lands lie even
perer the track of the sailing ships
utlut cape horn soao that these great
oeie routes over which hundreds otof
lonsions of dordollarslars worth of freight
s every year will practically be at
mercy of england outside punta

alnas0nas which is midway through the
bellansgel lans there is no chance forcor coal
stations within a thousand miles of
t stanley montevideoMont evidio is a thou

miles north and the cape of
d hope miles away to the
thearteast punta arenas belongs to
e and by the neutrality laws it

lidid not furnish coal except in peace
even then it will charge exorbitant

oeses as it did in the case of the
gionon the establishment of a naval
tonion here will bring a protest from
argentine republic it has torfor

res claimed the falklandsFalk lands as a part
its territory so that altogether the
aspect for trouble diplomatic and
berwiseierwise is refreshing
and the falklandsFalk lands interesting they

among the little known islands of
atlantic travelers gerdom visit

in their only connection with the
aideaside world is by a german steam

p line which is under a subsidy
in the english government to call

every three weeks to parrycarry tilethe
I1 these ships come here on their
to and from hamburg and the

itt coast of south america so that
i Fal klander has a chance every six

css to go to europe via montevideo
on alternate six weeks to the

alce via the Strstraitsalts now and then
baleraler or seal hunter comes to the
isds and occasionally otof late the
shish gunboatsgunboats have been visiting
in the summer

awwasas in one of the kosmos steamers
t I1 came from thibthee strait of magel

to port stanley we sailed one
llee night along the north coast of

k islands for they extend from east
went about two hundred miles

reare are two hundred of them con
ig of two large islands and many
lal that they do notmot even make a
n the map some of the smaller
iss are inhabited only by penguins

being so many ofgf these curious
that the governor of the falk

has beeneen called the king of the
ins
jalanda altogetherther baye aboaboutut

two thirds as much land as the state of
massachusetts and east and west
falkland the two larger islands are
about five times as big as rhode
island all of the larger islands are
covered with sheep farms of such im-
mense size that twenty seven meomed it

I1 is said own the whole countrycount rv therhe
total population is about two thousand
and over nineteen hundred of these
work in one way or another for these
twenty seven men the inhabitants
are nearly all Scotch men and the
islands are a little slice of scotland in
the south atlantic

the pasturage of the lands
acres upon them more than

three quartetsquarters of a million otof the finest
sheep of the world ate feeding and
from them halthalf a million dollars worth
of wool is exported every year one
company alone has sheep and
the man who owns lessleas than
smsheepheep is considered fta very small farmer
indeed

outside of sheep raising there are no
other industries there are only fifty
pigs in the whole territory and al-
though the grass is good for cattle
there are but few intin the falklandsFalk lands
not enough wheat is raised to make a
maryland biscuit and the only sign of
agriculture is the little garden of cab-
bages potatoes which you see back of
each of the houses of the shepherdsshep herda on
the moors sitart the capital port stanley
and at the other small settlements
scattered here landand there

the falklandsFalklands are a very cave of
aeolus the cold winds blow almost
all day and every day they somet-
imes

some-
time blow it is said the vegetables
out of the ground they blow soao hard
that not a tree eancan live and today
there are not enough bushes here to
furnish the gwswitchesitches for a country
schoolol

the pasture however grows luxury
antly and the sheep keep tatfat itif the land
is not overstockedoverstocked they breed so fast
that tens of thousands are killed and
thrown into the sea every year their
skins only being saved there Isie a
curious grass here which acts as a ton-
ic as well as a food for the animals eat-
ing it it is to sheepcheep and cattle a sort
of vegetable coc it tote called tus-
sock grass it has a stalk from four to
six feet high and its blades are about
seven feet long the plants grow in
bunches close together as many as

roots springing from one plant
animals eat the roots as well as the
leaves and feeding upon them speedily
become fat the roots are even eaten
by men and it is said that two amer-
icans once lived for fourteen months
upon them on one of the smaller
islands the roots decay in the old
plants and raise the grass upward soBO

that it grows upon a cushion of man-
ure as it were some of these cushions
are six feet high and five feet in diam-
eter soeo that the grass springing from
them makes them look in the distance
like a grove of low palm trees this
tussockaock grass grows along the coast
even down to high water mark it toIs
fast disappearing bohoweverwever DAaa the

sheepcheep are so fond of it thatthea they eat it
far down into the roots

another curious plant growngrowa in the
bogs this looks like a stone it
formsforma in bunches as hard as a rookrock and
from three to eight feet tall it tein ao60
hard that you cannot cut it with a
sharp knife on hot days a pale yel-
low gum comes out on its surface and
a rich aromatic odor fills the surround-
ing air it tois known here as the bal-
sam bog

it is always cloudy in the falklandsWandsFalkFa lands
the air Is moist and the aspect of na-ture is dreary in the extreme imagine
a dull leaden sky hanging losoverlow over red-
dish brown moorsout of which here and
there jut the ragged teeth of white rock
masses and you have general idea of
the falkland island landscape theislands are gently rolling with here and
there a ragged hill the landband is as black
as your hat full of peat and here and
there streaked with little streams and
spotted with treacherous bogsbags in whichhorses and men are sometimes lost theground is so soggy in fact that wagons
cannot be used there Is not a four
wheeled vehicle in the whole country
carts can be used only in port stanley
all travel is on horsehorsebackbacks and astranger dare not go from one sheep
farm to another without a guide such
hauling asaa is done is by the shepherds
on sledges dragged overever the wet butbat
snowless ground by horses all herding
of sheep is done upon horses and withshepshepherdherdt dogs which are raised andaad
trained torfor the purpose

all this the islands
are excellent for cattle and sheep thelatitude here is about that of holland
and the animals feed out all the year
round before sheep was introduced
the islands fairly swarmed with wildyears ago it is estimated that there
were wild cattle on the islandnow these have all disappeared and al-
most that many sheep have taken theirplaces the wild cattle were the listlist
cause of the settlement of the island
A rich cattle and hides dealer of xonMOB
zevedeo named lafone bought thithe
right to the southern part of east falkl-
and and all the wild cattle on the
islands in 1844 for downsdown andaad thithe
promise to pay additional in
ten years from 1852 in this deal hegot over acres of land widand theskins of the wild cattle in 18621852 he sold
out his property to the fallandfalkland islands
company for and since then
this company has baen the leading power
in the falklandsFalk lands it has bought more
land and it now probably has more thana million acres it has about
sheep and it has a sailing vessel which
goes to london once a year to carry its
wool and bring back the canned goodss
clothes farming implements and other
things required by the islands it has
a line of boats which periodically make
the round of the islands carrying the
farmers such goods as they order sandand
bringing their wool to stanley torfor ship-
ment to europe the wool is put up in
bales just as we bale cotton much of itgoes to the markets by the regular
steamers that on which I1 came is now
loading in the harbor it winwill take onan


