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IN A GRUESOME COUNTRY

W D barton whoho for somenome time
putpost hasbaa been at the head of an explore

ing expedition through death valley
amargoamargoso river to ashalongalone the

meadowsmeadow the charleston mountains
and other aamodt unknown localities
in the wildest parts of inyo county
cal and lincoln county nevada

utah line gives an inter-
esting
overtoover to the

account of bisbin travelstravel in thatthai
section of coaouu D try

expedition was com-
posed

mr barton
of six personspersona all frontiersmen

and prospectors of many years exper-
ience tuey went for a party of oaplcapi

city says the san franin thisthin
cisco chronicleChro niale and indirectly for pro-
fessor blake and othersothera who are now

railroad from the notedbuilding a
vanderbilt gold mines to pioche mr
barton tells a strange and remarkably
interesting torystory of the curious re-
sources of thisthin farfarawayaway region

dead men marked their pathway
discovered the dried uphe saysbay they

bodies of no Islew than five menmed who
long sinceainee expired from thirst there
was nothing of them to identify them

under the circumcl rouinfor like most men
stances they had stripped themselves

in their delirium theof their clothes
clothes they found confew scattered

bained no clew as to the identity otof the
dead

the country they passed through
was full of strange mineral deposits
which when the road is built will be
productive of great wealth twenty
six miles of the roadread from the needles
to vanderbilt has already been built

hisshas been let for buildand a contract
ing eighty miltismiles farther toward

about men are at work
on the extension now the entire
distance to build lais mile the
route is via vegas ranch the pra
hungat valley cherry creek valley
and white river mr barton esti
mates that the rradjad can be built for

a mile
oneoae of the strangest things mr bar-

ton and hisbis partyparty saw and examined
at the mouthof kaolinwas a mountain

of the amargosaamargoso inyo county
cal this tois the material of which the
finest chinawareohinaware is made it is a re-
markablymar kably fluefine clayCIRY and very white
the mountain looked like a great chalk
cone and was about halfball a mile in cir-
cumferencecum ference

but there were manyMADY other
things along the line ofef our route ili

said mr barton that challenged
our attention and elicited our surprise
it tois a country full ot wonders and
you never get through being sur-
prised at what is being constantly re-
vealed

SCUPop the Amaramargosoamargosagoss from the
kaolin mountain we came across great
nitrate of soda deposits sogo far asan I1
have learned they are the only exien

the united states I1 lo-
cated acres of nitrate while I1 was
there that was as white as98 a snowbank
I1 sent specimens to new york for
analysis and have since received the
returns they show that the beds
run from 6252 to 6665 perer cent of pure
nitrate otof soda the crust ifcf the
nitrate is from four to eighteen inches
deep howeverElowever when the crust is
taken oft in any place it fills up again
the same as before and in a marvel-
ously short time so for all practical

purpurposesporesfee it may be aldadd itsito depth is un-
known

twenty five milesmilea north of the
nitrate beds and on up the Amaramargosoamargosagoss
river we comecame upon salt mines soao
strange that I1 not believe there are
any like them anyanywherewhere hamilton
dinton the saw manufacturer of
philadelphia you may know owns a
mountain of salt on the colorado river
but it toia red salt that itsie it tola mixed
with other mineral matter soBO as8 to
color it

thisthib salt that I1 found however
lookslooka like the frozen waves of the
ocean and I1 never heard of it in such
fantastic shapes it isin almost white
and quite so in many places but
changes to ultramarine blue tae
white in it looks like ocean curt in
the blazing suusun it affects the eyes and
in a general way it takes the form of a
crater and there is a rittrift or gorge aditin it
in one place feet deep

all along the amargosaamargoso river are
innumerable minerals there were
the salts of soda borax
sum kaolin nitrate of solasoja aua the
finest quality of talc in the deepest
part of death valley we fou nd a rook
that looked for all the world like an
umbrella it rose from a big flat rock
hadbad a stem six feet high while on top
was a curious overhanging cupola

on top of the mountains between
death valley and the Amaramargosoamargosagoss isin a
mine of topaz it is not the smoky
topaz but clear and there is lots of it
one of our men collected a frufruitmanfruititcanoan full
of it he afterwards sold one choice
placepiece for 14 and another for 7 these
were in the rough state

in what isia known as the ash
meadows tinin lincoln county nev we
saw some strange sights thesetheme
meadows cover about acres it11
is a curious soda and mineral salt
region and on it good grass grows
through the white beds scrub ash
trees grow also all about these are
the only kind of trees that do grow
there

enownow in this queer valley are some
queer holes they call horse holesboles they
reach to underground rivers and noisesboises
coming along over the plateau some-
times tallfall into them that isin the
reason forthefor the name I1 saw in one
u lusuusuallyally deep and wide hole at a
depth of some fifty feet in the water
something that lucked exactly like a
tree it might have been a
some mineral formation it
was green in color even to the
branches

there isin another strange thing
about this valley cattle grazing over
the surface do well torfor a time but it
they are there too long the white min-
eral deposit of the surface injuresin urea their
feet giving them a sort of rheumatism
or paralysis of the lower parts As a
result I1 have seen I1 suppose as many
as fifteen or twenty cattle grazing
about on their knees which were
worn through to the bone thesetheme
cattle never could be got out of course
but strange to sayssay I1 have seen some
of them in pretty good condition the
indiansindiana usually kill them and eat
themhem

beyond ash meadows in the
Charltcharlestonston mountains fifteen miles to
the north we found a mountain of
alum it was as white and pure alum
as ever you sawmaw in a drug store
put to the mouth it had the same

taste I1 also tried it lain lirefire and it
flutteredspluttered and blisters were raised on

it water affectsaffect alum that is
or dissolves it but fortunately there tola
rarely any rain there however I1 saw
one place where it had been struck by a
waterspout and was worn into a deep
gorge

in the torrid death valley where
the thermometer rose to degrees I1
witnessed one blaekblack night a fierce
electrical storm two rows of electric-
ity one from the north and the other
from the south seemed to meet andaad
there waswag the most fearful lightning
coupled with tathunderunder thatbut could be
conceived it was louder than all the
artillery of battle and the valley waswaa so
light that you could pick up a pin any-
where

except in lincoln county evada
where torfor some distance is a large area
of fine agricultural lanoland the country
is gruesome and awful in character it
is hot rocky and cut up with tiedefilesfiles
and queer dry river beds I1 am not
speaking nowjow of death valley proper
which Is as level as a floor there
are almost no wild animals but there
are two or three kinds of rattlesnakes
the sidewinder and some gila mon-
sters

there are some big turtles or land
terrapins on the desert and they are
about the only animal there that can
stand off the little coyotes when the
terrapins see the coyotes they simply
draw their heads and feet into the
shell and close up and I1 have seen the
coyotes stanstandingaing around and watching
for them to come out

the amargosaamargoso river is usually dry
and in some places ititisis eight miles
wide I1 have gone into camp at night
along the amargosaamargoso and in a few hours
awakened and found the water just
waist deep owing toato a sudden cloud-
burst the cloudbursts are usually ac-
companiedcompa nied by a great roaring

mrmi barton expects to leave again
in a few days fur the same country
this time hebe will go by way of redobeoo
and will take but one companion with
nimhim this trip will end iuill the remote
part of lincoln countyc nevada close
to the utah line where he says the
fine agricultural lands are and whwhichlob
hebe says tois a good place for settle a be-
cause plenty of water can be hadbad by
digging but ten or twelve feet

SULLIVAN WANTS IT

the present city council have
wrestled with a good many franchises
during their terms of office but the
biggest problem which they have
had to deal with yet in the way of
granting privilege to corporations or
private individuals will be one which
in now being prepared for presentation
and consideration

the applicant in this instance isie
J W sullivan the well known rail-
road and canal contractor who toin
very anxious to secure control of the
eentiren tire vovolumeI1 ume of sowagesewage which will
flow through tile gravity outlet sewernewer
when completed he tois anxious to
have his claims investigated at once
in order that the city need not pur-
chase land forforaa sewer farm aandad fac-
tories it will mean he saysdays a saving
of thousands of dollars to taxpayers

mr sullivan does not intend at
least hebe has not signified such inten-
tiontion to purchase thehe sewage outright


