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IN A GRUESOME COUNTRY.

V. D. Barton, who for some time
past hae boen at the bead of an explor-
ing expedition througb Death valley,
aloog the AmMArgosa river to Ash
:L:jn%?tﬂa; almost ubknown locnljtive
in the wildest parta ol LDyo county,
Cul,, and Lincoin county, Nevaus,
overto the Utab line. gives an inter-
esting account of hisiravels in that
section of cowlry. i

Mr, Barton’s expedition was com-
posed of six persons, all frontiersmen
and prospectors of MADy years exper-
fence, pney went fur a party of capi.
talists lo this oity, says the Ban Fran-
visco Chronicle, and jndirectly tor Pro-
fessor Biake and others, who are now
bullding a rallrosd 1rom tbe noted
Vanderbilt gold mines to Pioche. Mr.
Barton tells & strange and remarkuably
In[ereatio& story of ;hr';g‘i'::;louﬂ re-

his far-a WA, .
mlffﬁ:ﬂ o:fnlen marked thelr pathway,
He says they dlecovered the dried-up
bodies of no less than five men, who
long since expired from thirst. There
was nolhing of them to identily tbem,
for like most men under the ciroum-
#tances they had etripped thsmsellvas
of their clothes in their delirlum. 'The
few soattered clothee they found cou-
talued no clew us to the identity of the
dead.

The country they passed through
wag full of str4ange mioersl depusite,
which, when the road is built, will he
productive of gresat wealth, Tweuty-
glx miles of the road from the Needles
to Vanderbilt bas alresdy been built,
and a contraot has been let for build-
ing eigbty  mlies fartber toward
Pioche., About 160 men areat work
on the extension now. The entire
distance to build 18 150 miles, Tne
route js vin Vegas ranché the Para-
buagat wvailey, Cherty Ureek valley
and W hite river. bir. Barton esti-
mates that the road cao be built for
$10,000  mlle.

Oue of the strangest things Mr. Bar-
ton and his party saw and examinped
Was 8 mountain of kuolin at the mouth
ol the Amargosa river,in IQ}'O couunty,
Cal. Thois is the mater.al of Which tue
flnest chinaware is made. It ls a re.
markably fine clay and very white,
The mountain looked like r greatchalk
cone and was about balf » mile o eir-
cumlfetence.

Byl there were many other
thipge nlong the line of our route,»
enid Mr, RBartop, ‘‘tbat challenged
ourattention and elicited our surprise,
It ie a couniry full ot wonders and
you never get through belog eur-
prised at what Js being conslantly re-
vealed,

“Up the Amargosa from the
Ksolinp mountain we came agross great
nitrate of sodu depoeits. Bo ar na [
have leatned they are the only exien-
pive onesiu the United Btates. I lo-
cated 160 ucrea of nitrate while 1 was
there that was as white a8 a 8BOW bank.
I sent ppecimene to New York for
analysis, and bave since received the
returne, They sbow thal tbe beds
run from 52 to 65 per cent of pure
nitrate ot soda. ‘The crust ¢l Lhe
nitrste is fromn four to slghteen inches
deep. However, when Lhe crustis
taken off 1n any place it flils up agaio,
the same a& before, and in a marvel-
ously short time. Bo forall practical

the Charleston mountaines.

purpores it may he said ite depth ie un-
known.

“Twenly-five miles north of the
oitrate beds, and on up the Amurgosa
river, we cam® upon ealt mines eo
strange tbat I uo Dot believe there are
any like them aoywhere. Hamilton
Disston, the saw manpufacturer of
Philadelphla, you may know,owus a
mouutaiu of sait on the Colorado river,
But it i» red saft, that fa, it is mixed
with otber miueral matter, so a8 to
color ft,

*This salt that I found, bowever,
looks like the frozen waves of Lhe
ocean, and [ never heard of it in such
fantastic shapes. 1t is almost white,
und quite so in many places, but
cbaoges to ultramarine blue. The
white in it looks hike ocean wurl. In
the blaziog run it afiects the eyes, and
in n general way it takes the torm of »

-crater, and there ia & ritt or gorge in it,

in one place 150 leet deep,

“All slung the Amargosa river are
innumetrable minetals, There were
the salts of soda, borax, arseoic,gyp-
sum, kaolin, nitrate of soda, auu the
finest quality of tatc. Iu the deepest
part of Deatb valley we found a rock
that looked for all the world like an
umbrells. It rose from a big flat rock,
had a slem rix feet bigh, while on top
wae a curlous overbanging cupola.

“On topo! the mountains belween
Deuth valley and the Amargoss le a8
mine ot topaz. Lt {8 pnol the smoky
topaz, but olear, and there is lots of it.
QOue of our men collecteda fruitcan full
of it. He afterwarde sold one choige
piece for $14 and unother for §7. These
were in the rough state.

“In what ie known a3 the Ash
mendows |n Liucoln county, Nev,, we
saw some gptrange aights, These
meadows cover about 208,000 acres, 1t
12 & cutlous soua and minera) ealt
region, and on It good gress growe
through the white beds. Bcrub ash
trees grow also All about. Tbese are
the only kind of trees that do grow
there.

‘*Now, in thls queer valley are some
queer holes they oail horee holes, They
reach to underground rivers and hotses
coming nlong over the plateau some-
times fall into them. Tbat i the
reason for the name. I eaw inD one
uusually deep and wide hole, ut a
depth of some Ity feel, in the water,
something that looked exactiy like u
tree, It might have been a tree’or
some fautastic mineral formation. Lt
wae green 1Iin woelor, even to the
branoches.

¢There 13 another strange Lhing
about thie valley. Cattle grazing over
the eurface do well for a tlme, but i1
tbey are there too long the white min-
eral dopoeit of the eurface injures thejr
feet, giving them a sort of rbeumatism
or paralysis of the lower parts. As &
reeult I have seen, I suppose, as many
a¢ fifteen or twenty cattle graziog
about on their Enees, which were
worn through to tbhe bone. Thbeee
caltie never could be got out, of course,
hut, strange to eay, I have seen some
of them 1n pretly good condition. The
Indiane usually kill them and eat
them.,

*‘Reyond Ash Meadowe, in the
Charleston mouutaine, fifteen miles to
the north, we found n mountain of
nlum., It waese white and pure alum
ag ever you paw in a drug etore,
Put to the mouth it had the same

tuste. I aiso tried it in fire, and it.
ppluttered and bilelers were raised on
it. Water affects alum, that is, melts.
or dissolves it,” but fortunately there ia.
rarely uny rain there, However, Luaw
one place where It had been struck bya
waterspout and was worn into a Jdeep-
gorge.

“In the tarrid Death valiey, where
the thermometer rose to 140 degrees, I
witnessed one blagk plght & ferce
electrical stortn. Two rows of electric-
Ly, one from the north and tbe other
from the south, seemed to meet, asd
tbere was the moust fearful lighining,.
soupled wilh tounder, tbut could be
conceived, It wae louder than ali the
artillery of battle, and the valley wagsso-
light that you could pick up a pla any-
whetre.

“Except in Lincoln county,Nevada,
where tor some dlstance Is & large area.
ot fine agricultural lana, the country
is gruesome and awful io character. 1t
i bot, rocky and cut up with uefiles
and quesr dry river beds, 1 am not
speaking now of Death valley proper,
which 18 as level ap 8 floor. There
ate almost no wild animale, but . there
ate two or threo kinde of raillesnakes,
tbe eldewinder and some Gila mon-
aters.

“There are some Lig turties, or Jaod
terraping, on the desert, and they ure
wbout the ouly animal there that can
stand off the little coyotee. When the
terrapins esee the coyoles they simply
Jdraw their heads and [feet into the
shell and oclose up, aud I heve peen Lhe
coyoles sianulng atound and walching
for Lhem to conie out.

“The Amargosa river s usually dry,.
and lu some places it le eight miles
wide. 1 have gone into cump st night
along the Amargosa and in a few boure
awakeued' und found the waler just
waisl deep owing to & sudden oloud-
buret. The cioudburete are usually ne-
companied by & great roaring.'’

Mr, Bartou expeots to lenve agaln
in a few days for the sume country,
Thie time be will go by way of Reoo
and will take bui one companion with
pim, Thistrip wiliend inthe remote
part of Liucoln county, Nevada, close
to the Utah line, where hesayethe
fine agticultural lands are, and whioh
be saye is & good place for setlie 8 be-
cause plenty of wuter oan be bad by-
digging but ten or twelve feet.

SULLIVAN WANTS IT.

The present OCily Council have
wrestled with & good many iranochises .
during their terme of office. But the
biggest problem whiob (hey buve
had to deal with yet in the way of
grapting privilege Lo corporatloos or
ptivate individusls will be one which
is now being prepared for preseulation
and conelderation.

The applicant In tbis instance is
J. W. Sullivae, the well Enown rajl-.
rosd and caorl conttactor, wbo le
very anxious Lo secure control of the
entire volume of sewage whipgh will
flow through the gravity oullet sewer
wheo cumpleted. He js anxious Lo
bhave bis claims investigated at omce
in order that the city need uot put-
chase land for s sewer [arm aad fac--
tories, It wiil mean, he says, u saving
of thousands of dollars to taxpayers.

Mr, Bulllvan does not intend—at
jeast he bae oot signified such inten-
.ioL—to purchase lhe sewuge outright,.
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