that delighted my people, I%11 let these
Israelites go.”> And the result was,
the streams became olvar again, and
the people were able to slake their
thirst with joy and-pleasure. Now, we
are told, the Lord bardesed Pbaraoh’e
heart. The king then said, now that
the water wa® once again pure: I
don’t think 1’1} Jet these propie go. I
will reconsider what 1l have said; the
king hus a right to change his mind,
and I bave changed mive, and these
Ieraelites must stay where they are.”
Then Moses had to reason farther with
blm; and what did this servant of
the Liord do next? Why, by the divine
power he brought a multitude of frogs
upon the land, so that these reptiles
invaded the bedchambers and the beds
of the gervants and of the king alike;
they were found in the ovens and
the kpeading trougbs, Then said
Plaraoh: ‘“Only entreat this all-power-
fui God in whose service you claim to
be, to take away these horrible frogs,
aud I’l] releare the people.”? Moses
aceepted his protestations of repent-
auce, and asked the Lord to remove
the pisgue, which wasdone; and again
Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he
refused to let God’s people go.

And so we might goon, through
‘all thess wonderous plagues —
the vermin that infested their houses
and persons; the flies that swarmed
throughout ﬁgypl‘. and made life almost
unbenrable; the murrain that de-
stroyed thelr cattle; the boils and
hlains, the thunderand lightnipg; ‘the
- destructive locusts; the truly dreadful
darkness,—so thick that they could
feel it;—up to the last terrible mani-
festation of godly power when the
angel of destruciion, armed- with a
divine warrant for his acts, went
throughout the land of Egypt, and
slew the firstborn in every house, and
the firstborn of all the cattle, passing
over only the houses that had the t-lood
ataips of the lamb sprinkled with the
bunch of bitter hysep upon the lintels
ami the door posts. And in every case
we read that Pharaoh’s heart was
hardened. fWhy,” some ask, ¢is
that just on the pxrt of the Almighty
to harden the man’s heart, and then
punish hlm becauee he did not re-
pent.>> Some say they do mnot Hke to
worship such a God a8 that. To such
I say, *‘Can you point out one in-
stance in all the records of the scrip-
tures in which the Lord withheld re-

pentance from the man who abowed,
that he was actuslly disposed to re-|

pent? Pharaoh exhibited from the

firat his oppositlon to the power that:

Moses exercised; he was determined
to oppose it; and predetermined opposi-
tion to the divine wishes, maintained
in apite of reason, and convincing de-
mnonstration is not in the nature of re-
pentance. The spirit of God is aspirit
of true reason, and It strives not with
an koreasonable and self hardened be-
ing. Pharaoh ackundwledged the power
of might only; and just as soon a8 the
teavy hapnd of might was removed
from™ him, he rebelied against tho Be-
ing to whom he had immediately be-
fore acknowledged hls allegiance, If
any earthly king had come with a

werful army, and had subdued the.

and of Egypt, taking from Pharaob
the oath of feality and & promise of
tribute, and as soon as the conquering
monarch and hir soldiers bad gone
away, Pharaoh had arisen in rebellion,
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and sought again to establish his inde-
pendence, think you not that that bu-
man and worldly king would have re-
turned and brought about a terrible
condition of revenge on that rebellious
subject? There was Do room in
Pharaoh’s heart for repentance, his
soul was of the world worldly, his
whole being of the earth earthy. Let
aoy man bring forth works meet for
repentance, and see then if the Lord
will not shed upon him the light of

the spirit. But repentance will
not be given to those who
have not shown themselves worthy
and desirous of it. The repent-

ance of a man who is sorry for his mis-
deeds because he has been discovered
in them; the robber who is very sorry
that he stole because they tovk him to
prison and set him to work at hard labor
to make amends for his wicked deeds;
the murderer who protests his repent-
anceon the way to thescaftold because
he was caught and is abeut to meet the
just deserts of #hip crime, these are not
inetances of repentance that the Al-
mighty is pleased with; such is not a
true repentance; it is & hollow, pseudo
repentance; It 18 a mockery, like the
imitations of faith that some people
seem to exhibit; like that imitation of
power which the magiciane of Egypt,
by means of aid from the Evii One,
manifested and by which they made
some of the people belleve that they
were ulmost as great as Moses, who had
the power of heaven behind him. But
the man who turns away from his
wicked deeds; the man who seeks
earpestly to make good the things that
be has wrongly done, will receive from
the Almighty the iufluences of repent-
ance that will soften his heart nnd il
him with Jlove towards all llving
things.

What else must he do after having
repented of thepe sins, and after having
forgiven others that have sinned
against him? 'Then he muet offer his
petitions to the Almighty, in the
name of His well-beloved Bon-—the
name that God loves best. For
He has said that mno petition
can come to bim and receive favor if
‘it be not offered in the name of His
Son. It was that son who willingly
left his royal sbede by hie Father’side,
and came to earth to be born among
men under the most humble circum-
stances; to be a ohild in a poor family,
to take a stable for his room,.and &
manger for his cradle; who was wil-
ling to go through life in an unosten-
iatious way, a king in poverty, exhib-
iting by every action of His being that
He was humble, and that he was wil-
ling to sufler for the henefit of others.
It was that same Jesus who was 8o
poor that he had not a coin to pay His
taxes with, and yet who had faith that
His Father would not desert Him, be-
cause e wns on His Fathers business.
The pame Jesus, who declared with
such pathos, “the foxes have holes in
which to lie, the birds of the air have
+ ests i which to rest; buf the Bon of
man bath oot where to lay His head.”
The man of sorrows. The man that
way acquainted witn grief. The man
that was spat upon. The man that
was smitten hy the hand of ap un-
christian and ungodly soldier. The
gne who had thorns drlven into His
bead and a robe of mock splendor
placed upon him; the man who bled for

others and diea a death of indescrib-
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able agony to redeem a wicked world,
the mun who auffered ali these things
and who bore thems willingly, because
His Father required Him to. Isit
any wonder the Father showa favor
unto Him? Is it any marvel that He
has said that ‘‘the surest way to my
favor is to bring your petitions in
the name of my well beloved Bon?”?
Parents, have you never bad
sons away from home, far beyond the
ogean perhaps, traveling in foreign
lands; and after awhile some person
comes to you who has just arrived
from distant parts, and brings you na
leiter in which it saays: “This person
I8 a friend of mine; 1 wish you would
receive him, father (or mother}, and
treat him kindly for my sake, for he
has been kind unto me, and I have
had much pleasure in his society.’?
And suppose it were signed with your
son’s name, would not you receive that
wayfaring man with bonor? Would
pot you love to talk to him? And
would rot you show him every favor
that you could? And thl k you that
your Father in beaven is so different
fromm you, that thereis no resemblance
between: Him apnd you? Why, He
has made you in His own image, and
He has told you that you are His own
children, and that you have wirhin
you the same nature that He has. He
loves His sone just a8 much as you do
yours, And He hasone Bon who haa
done more than all the rest; ene Bon
who has been more dutiful than all
the other:; one S8on who never hroke a
commandment of His; one SBon who
thinksand feels ae He thinks and teels;
who is ro like unto Him that if you see
{he one you have seen the other. And
if a petltion comes up to Him in the
name of that well beloved 8nn, depend
upon it it will receive consideration at

is bapds; depend upen it that He
willbe moved and His heart will be
softened becauae of that. It s
for that reason that we have been told
to offer nil our suppllcations, and to
perform all our ceremonies and urdi-
pances of the Church, in the name of
Jesus Christ. It is for that reason that
we partanke of the sacramenial bread
ard water in the name of Jesus
Christ. It is for that reason that we
admipister to the sick im His name.
For it isa name of power. A king
may leave, for the time being, his
throne, and travel o other countries,
having vested for the time being a
regent, say, the heir to thethrone, with
ali the rights of regency, and he makes
proclamation to the people, “*While I
am gone, receive the words of my son.
Take you the decisions of this regent
thut I leave in power. They are unto
you asif I had =poken them myself.”

The kings of old ofttimes gave their
signet rings into the hands of favored
ministers, apd said unto them, *‘Beal
any document you choose with that
ring, and it shall be unto the péople as
astanding law.” Our Lord and God
is not 8o unlike all others that we can-
not make comparisons;, hecause 1f
comparisons be impossible, so also will
an understanding of His purposes be
ontirely impossible. But we are able
to compare to some extent, always
realizing that He is pure, and that the
organizatinnos, Jnetitutions and persons
that we make comparison with are
wenk and impure.

SBuch pewer i8 connected with that
pame that even the spirits of evil



