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those men whowh struggled soBO nobly
for the right will receive the great
rewardward their fidelity to truth has
entitled them to

to us who have beheld this glor-
iesous day the blessings and knowl
edgege of the gospel are given we
are chosen to be saviors to our an-
cestors saviors of the world be-
muse

be-
cause of the grace of god to us

hat a people we should be aejand
howow our hearts should swell in grat-
itude to god men have died for
thesehese principles we have received
illey were hunted and slain be-
cause of their fidelity to the truthmow is it with us contrast our
circumstances with those of the

en to whom I1 refer we have
grythingeverythingery thing necessary for our com-
fort

com-
for elegant houses abundant food
mid clothing no hardships such as
thehe ancient apostles suffered for us
therelore has been persecution compar-
ativelyactively light or there has been no

wingsawing asunder no beheading no
having to run to eavescaves and dwelltherewere with our wives and childrenbutw we are enjoyingV all the blessinblessingss
which god ITUin his wonderful kinkindis has bestowed uuponP n us and heaksks us to give unto him our hearts
iID1 asks us not to worship earthly
things but says to us choose first
thete kingdom of god and its right

and I1 will add unto youQ these other blessings I1 want
yourour hearts I1 want your affections

want your devotion I1 want you
obey me these are the re

quests which god our great creal-otar our beneficent father wishesofwtUs will we give to our fatherthatat obedience which belongs to
the source of our strength andj16 how our hearts should swellwvwith praise to him for he has re

awedpitied us a hundred fold for all wehaee done
aach eldereider who goes on a mis

adonn testifies of the great happinessenjoys in that labor he fatestifiesstiflesw god was with him and his
seisIs werewere round about him

aae elders return and associate
edg the people today you may
8 through our settlements and
OA
oughbough they may have spent years

b A
rM you cannot find them

7y their poverty there is no bistino
oilu ilan their property to indicate

sacrifice because god has
ened his temporal blessings

afidola themnett and prosperity attends
5 thus god manifests that he
fetn S to0 reward those who serveWalln examinecamine these things andawa find they arentrueare true you
thsayaber day saints can testify to
sepaeill this shows that those who
auw
re8 god0 meare blessed as no othersM n

kofl those who have been liberal
uai 8 poor and have been strict in
3 payment of their tithes have
0o received of similar blessings

A 6Vyhbchave ave been prospered more
cwij

those who have been stingyaad
taja

u neglectful of their duties inin
to 8 god has been testifying
bag

Us thathat heee rewards us forili and if we continue to
illsw laws blessings will con

otoan i
toft0 ow unto us and the favorbod will 16 upon us

wiltwill LJA cle john says that webo e him it is for thisthat god has revealed the

gospel that his children may be-
come like unto him I1 do not
mean in a spiritual sense that is
iniii the way these things are espiritu

by some men we believe
that we are the literal offspring of
deity we have descended from
that great being who formed this
earth and from him we have
inherited the glorious aspirations to
be like unto him with this hope
within us we will seek to puritypurify our-
selves asaa he is pure

in remarks made here a few
sundays ago by elder penrose he
referred to a doctrine held by
some men about each people hav-
ing their own god to worship
the indian has his idea of god
the hindmo has hisbis idea of god
the various nations of the earth
have their different views of god
and the christian has his idea ojof
god now there is something cor-
rect in this we worship that
which we admire and no doubt
everything that is admirable per-
tains to god and the godhead we
may not have it all even with our
light and our intelligence we
may not comprehend all the attri-
butes and certainly cannot comcompre-
hend

pre
the greatness of our god

others may have ideas of him
correct to a certain extent there is
truth among even pagans with
the lowest of the human species
there is something of truth from
god As men advance they receive
more truth this is the distinction
between us and others we be-
lieve in a god of revelation who
will give more and more light to us
till we can become like him

we worship the being who has
revealed himself to us it was
necessary at the outset of this work
to have a revelation from him
there were many erroneous ideas
about god and the first revelation
to joseph smith was the appearance
of the father and the son I1 have
heard that there are some among us
who say both are one person this
is a fallacy there are two person-
ages the father and the son god
is the being who walked in the
garden of eden and who talked
with the prophetsprophet this revelation
came to us in certainty As I1 said
in the very outset the father abiaand
the son were revealed in ineffable
loryglory and were seen by mortal men
weirtheir tetestimonystimon 1 this testimony
stands on record corroborated and
sustained by the testimony of others
who have since seen the lord jesus
christ we are living witnesses that
they have seen him that he lives
and that he Is indeed the son of
god and one of the two

which form the godhead
in this respect we differ from othersotheM
among this people there is knowl-
edge concerning god we know to
a certain extent of him and his
attributes As man now is god
was as god now is man may be pa

we possess the attribute he pos-
sesses and the object of the gospel
is to lead us to what he is this is
the true theory of evolution that
we can progress to become like unto
god this is the incentive of faith-
fulnessfulness

who that comprehends this prin
ciple would think of sacrificing such

glorious prospects by committing
sin no one who has the spirit of
god bouli sin tot be deprived of
these great blessings we may do
things when we are not conscious of
the results but no latter day
saints will commit sin in view
of the glorious prospects we
have ourselves
there have been thousands upon
thousands who have made all kinds
of sacrifices for earthly preferment
but who shall coadacompare this with the
great glory that godgoa tehaas in store for
us who shall compare it with the
kingdom which god has promised
unto us he has promised that we
shall sit upon a throne that we shall
have a crown that we shall have a
posterityosterity as numerous asaa the stars in
fleavenfiheaveneaven as countless as the sands by
the seashore for says he 1I
seal upon you the blessings of king-
doms of thrones of principalities
of powers and of dominions iI1
SWseal upon you the blessings of
abraham of isaac and of jacob I1
seal upon you the promise that you
shall come forth in the morning of
the first resurrection clothed with
ggloryflory clothed with immortality
clothed with eternal life these
are the promises which are made to
the latter day saints they have
been sealed upon the heads of most
of you what sacrifice is there
then that we should not make for
such blessings none there are
none of us who understand these
things that will relinquish them for
worldly pleasure

those not of us and yet who pro-
fess christianity say that our doc-
trines are strange are they any
more strange than the principles be-
lieved in by the christian world
they worship jesus as their god
and he is but he was once a
babe and there are many who wor-
ship his mother mary he was bornbom
of a woman and if one god was
born of woman may not others be
also to say they could not is not
logical some deny the doctrine of
pre existence in the face of the fact

jesus the lord was born of
woman and that this same god had
appeared to moses and others Is it
mystery to say that if ilehe could be
born of woman our spirits could also
be so compressed that we could be
bornbom as infants because we do not
comprehend these things shall we
rejectt them or shall we wait till we
receiveve the full light on one occa-
sion jesus met a man posspossessedemed of
devils who wd their name was
legion the devils besought him
that they might enter a herd of
swine jesusjesus gave permission and
they entered the swine which ran
down into the sea of galileogalilee and
were drowned a
legion of devils in one mantman yet
that was the fact these spirits had
rebelled against god in heaven and
lost their first estate they wander
about the earth seeking to lead men
astray and endeavoringendeavoring to bring the
rest of the family of godgo to the same
condition in which they are we
have in this an instance of0f howbow spir-
its

p r
can be compressed

we hadbad an existence before we
came into mortality there tois prob-
ably not a man or woman who has
not an impression as of something


