THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

T'hoss men whe struggled so noBly
for the right will receive the great
l‘t:\v:un] their fidelity to truth hoas
entitled them to.

To us who have beheld this glori-
OUs dny the blessings and knowl-
edge of the Gospel nre given. We
are chosen to be saviors to our an-

tors — saviors of the world — be-
Cause of the prace of God to us.

hatn people we should be, and

OW our henrta should swell in grat-
itude to God. Men have died for
Lhese prineiples we have received.

Y were hunted and slajn be-
Cluse of their fidelity to the truth.
1ow is it with us? Contrast our
Orcumstances with those of the
en to whom 1 refer. We have
Overything necessary for our com-
Oit; elegant houses; nbundant food
2nd clothing, no hardships such as

v ancient A postlessutfered. Forus

ere has been persccution compnr-
8ively light or there has been no
h Wwing nsunder, no beheading, no
t“"mg to run to caves, and dwell
here with our wives and children;
Ut we are enjoying nll the blessin
Which God in His wonderful kind-
Dess hag bestowed upon us. snd He
28ks us to give unto Him our henrts.
thf, asks us not to worship enithly
thlnlﬂ’-but saysto us, “Choose flrst

€ Kingdem of God and its right-
“‘l’luﬂlless and I will add unto you
8l these other blessings. I wuant
{m"' hearts; T want your affections;
want your devotion; T want you
obey “mie,’? These nre the re-
Juests which God, our great Crea

s our beneficent Father, wishes

U8, Will we give to our Father

1t obudience whicl: belongs to
lif'g?n’ the source of our strength and
i How our hearts should swell
w'th praise to Him, for He has re-
hm'ded us a hundred fold for nll we
Ve done,

i ach Elder who goes on a mis-
O testifies of the great happiness
th “hjoys in that Inbor. He ifles
an“f (to] was with him and His
Th‘aelﬂ were round about him.
amﬁm llders return nnd associnte
. ong the pevple, Today, you may
Eh through our settlements,- nnd
ono“gh they may hnve spent years
by tmiffslone, you cannot find them
4 heir poverty; there is no distine
tha'jl In their property to indieate
mu]l'_ ancrifice, because God has
wiitplied His temporal blessings
then them and prosperity attends

‘;'.1- . Thus God manifests that He
Hi llhng to reward those who serve
oum- JXxamine these things and

Will find they areé true, You
I-day Saints can testify to

B

.

t!

s:.]f?l This shows that those who
e God are blessed as no othuers
e Those who have been liberal

t,h(:h{’ Door, and have been strict in
ala, Payment of their tithes, have
The Tocelved of similar biessings.
thy ti bhave been prospered more
and those who have been stiugy
thig Negleetful of their duties. 1n
uﬂ““y God has been testifying
g Ht_hat He rewnrds us for serv-
obay H"n. And if we continue to
ting, I8 luws, blessings will con-
of 3 to flow unto us, and the faver
T'?‘.l will be upon us.

wi 'l;eA tle John snys that ‘““we

ke Him.»» If is for this

Purpog, that God has revealed the |

Gespel—thnt His children may be-
come like unto Him. 1 do not
mean in a spiritual seuse; that is,
in the way these things are spiritu-
allzed by some men. We believe
that we are the literal offspring of
Deity. We hnve descended from
that great Being who formed this
earth, and feom Him we have
inherited theglorious aspirations fto
be like unto Him. With this hope
within us we will seek to purify our-
selves ns He ig pure.

In remarks made here a few
Bundays ago by Elder PPenrose, he
referred to o doctrine held by
some men about each people hav-
Ing their own God to worship.
The Indian has his idea of Guod;
the Hindoo hns his iden of God;
the various nations of the enrth
have their different views of God;
and the Christinn has his idea of
God. Now, there is something cor-
rect in this. We worship that
which we admire; and ne doubt
everything that is andmirable per-
tains to God and the Godhead. We
may not have it nll, even with our
light and our intelligence. We
may not comprehend all the nttri-
butes. nnd certainly cannot compre-
hend the greatness of our Uod.
Others may hove Idens of Him,
correct to n certainextent. There is
truth nmong even #agans. With
the lowest of the human species
there is something of truth from
God. Asmen advance they recvive
morc trath. This is the distinction
between us and others. We be-
lleve in a God of revelation who
will give more nnd more llght to us
till we can become like Him,

We worship the Beiog who has
revenled Himsell to us. It was
necessary at the outset of this work
to have a revelation from Him.
There were many erroneous ideas
about God, nnd the first revelation
to Joseph Bmith wns the appearance
of the Father and the Son. 1 have
heard that there are some nmong us
who say both are one person. This
isa fnllacy. There are two person-
ages, the Father and the Son. God
is the Being who walked in the
Garden of Eden, and who talked
with the Prophets. This revelation
cume to us in certainty.  AsT said
in the very outset, the Father an
the Hon were revenled in ineffnble
lory and were seen by mortal nien.

heir testimony, this testimony.
stands on record, corroborated and
sustained by the testimony of others
who have sinee seen the Lord Jesus
Clirist; we areliving witnesses that
they have seen Him, that He lives,
and that Hels indeed the Son of
(God nnd one of the two person-
ages which form the Godbead.
In this respect we differ from others;
among this pecople there is knowl-
edge concerning God. We know to
a certaln extent of Him and His
attributes. - “As man now is, God
was; a8 God now is, man may be.»
We possess the altribute He pos-

sesees, nnd the ohject of the Gospel | rest of the family of Go

is to lead us to what He is. This is
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gloricus prospects by committing
sin? No one who has the Bpirit of
God would sin te be deprived of
these grent blessings. ¢ may do
things when we nre not conseious of

the results, but no Latter-day
Baints will commit sin in view
of the glorious prospects we

have by Lkeeping ourselves pure.
There hnve been thousands upon
thousands who have made all kinds
of sacrifices for earthly preferment.
But who shall compare this with the
great glory that God bae in store for
us? Who shall compare it with the
Klngdom which God has promised
untio us? He has promised that we
shall sit upon a throne, that weshall
have a erown, that we shall have a
anterity ns numerous as the stars in

enven. as countless as the sands by
the seashore, “For,* says He, *‘1
seal upon you the blessings of king-
doms, of thrones, ordprinei}ml.ltlus
of powers, and of dominions. i
seal upon you the blessings of
Abraham, of Isane, and of Jacob; I
seal apon you the promise thnt you
shall come forth in the morning of
the first resurrcction, clothed with
glory, clothed with immortality,
clothed with eternnl life.?* These
are the promises which nre mnde to
the Latier-day Baints. They have
been sealed upon the hends of most
of you. What sacrifice is there,
then, that we should not make for
such blessings? None. There are
none of us who understand these
things that will rellnquish them for
worldly pleasure.

Those not of us, nnd yet who pro-
fess Christianity, say that our doc-
trines nre strange. Are they any
more straonge than the Frincip vs be-
lleved in by the Christinn world?
They worship Jesus ns their God,
and He is. But He was once a
babe, nnd there are mni?' who wor-
ship his mother Mary, He was born
of n womnn. And if one God was
born of wonilnn, may not others be
also? To say they could not is not
logical. Bome deny the doctrine of
pre-existence in the face of the fnet
that Jesus the Lord was born of
woman and that this same God had
nppenred to Moses and others. Is it
mystery tosay that if He could be
burn of woman, our spirits could nlso
be so compressed that we could be
born a8 infnnts? Because we do not
comprehend these things shall we
reject them, or shall we wait till we
receive the full light? On one ocen-
sion Jesus met n mon possessed of
devils, who raid their name was

Legion. The devils besought Him
that they might enter n herd of
swine. Jesis gave permiisslon, nnd

they entered the swine, which ran
down into the sea of Galilve and
were drowned., Just think of n
legion of devils in one man! Yet
that was the fact. These spirite hnd
rebelled inst God in heaven, and
lost their first estate. They wnnder
about the earth, seeking to lead men
astray, nnd endeavoring to bring the
to the same

‘conditlon in which they are. We

the true theory of ovolution—that | havein this an instance of how spir-
we can progress to become like unto | its can be compressed.

God. This Iz the incentive of faith-
fulness.
Who that comprehends this prin-

ciple’ would think of sacrifieing such

We had an existence before we
came into mortality. Theve is prob-
ably not A man or woman who has
not an impression as of something



