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_ DOINGS OF CONGRESS.

WasminGToN, Deg. —The Vice-Presi.
dent called the Senate tu%dtgrt noon. .zl!;euut
forty mewmbers were present.

On motion of Mr. Hale twelye o’¢'ock was .
the hour fixed for daily sessio: s. ‘

The committee appointed to wait on the
President regprted he would eommunicate his
message to Congress the next day at noon.

The House wag opened with, prayer by the
Rev. Mr. Stockton, The ro, | of members was
then called by the clexk, and one bundred and

"THE DESERET NEWS.

'taken ap.~The question was on tte substitute
offered by Mr. Grimes, “that a committee in-
ves igate the causes of all disasters that have
bappened to tbe Uuion fo ces.”—A lengthy
discussion followed, in which Messrs. Pome-
roy, Cbaidler, Lane, Foster, Fessenden,
Sherman, Grimes, Hale and Wallson partici-
pated. In the course ¢f his remarks Mr. Will- |

in Washington, and sent thére by persons
¢alling themselves justices of the peace.

Mr. Hale advocated the passage of the reso-
lution. He thought Washington the most cor-
rupt, from the Supreme Court down, of any
other community in the country, The course
of justice in the city was most extraordinary.
He bad occasion to go into the magistrates®
courts in his district. In one case a colleague ron said he thought it was time that the pro-
of his was arrested actual y for stealing a|clamations by officers should cease, and the
railroad at the instance of what evidently was  government haye the sole settled policy. We
a crazy man. He argued that it was the duty had not men of large military experience. ‘
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fourteen members answered to their n. mes.
~ Several members recently elected were sworn
in.

Some discussion arcse in relation te the ad-
mis ion of Mr, M {
geat. He was subsequently admitted, The
claims of Foster, of North Carolina, Segar
and Beach, of Virginia, to seats were referred
to the committee on elections.

Mr. Loveioy offered a joint zesolution, ten-
dering the thanks of Congress to Captain
Wilkes for his arrest of the traitors, Slidell
and M son, which was adopted.

Mr. Blair offered the following as a question
of l|E1:i*nrilsa-gf.-_.g._11.»;'1111:1:1 was passed:

tesolved, That John W. Reid, member of
the Hou-e (rom the 5th Congressional District
of M ssouri, having taken 1upS arms against
tLe government of the Un'ted States, is here-
by expelled from the House, and that the
Speaker notify the Governor of Missouri of
this fact,

Mr. Colfax offered the following, which was
unanimously adop'ed:

Whereas, Micbael C reoran, who was ta- |

ken prisouner on the battle field of Manassas,
Ras, after suffering other indignities, been
confined by the rebel authorities in the cell of
a convicted fel n, therefore,

Resolved, That the President of the United

States be riqpealted_ tosimilarly confine Jas. M. | or onught to be taken to expose and punish
Mason, late of Virginia, now in custody at| Major Lynde and cther army officers who may |
be | be gulty of treason or cowardize in surrender-.

Fort Warren, until Col. Corcoran sha
treated as the United States have treated all
prisoners taken by them on the battle field.

- Mr. O/'ell submitted the following, which
was also adopted:

Whercas, Col nel Alfred M. Wood, of the
14th Regimn-nt, New York State Militia, who,
was wounded and taken prisoner at the battle
of Bull Run,has now, by the rebe! authrities,
heen ordered to confinement in a felon’s prison,
and by the same.orler ig to, be treated as a
prisoner convicted of aax infameus crime,
therefore,

Resolved, That the President of the U ited
States be respec fully requested to.order John
Slidell to the same eharacter of prison a:d to
_the same treatment until Col. Wood shall be
treated as the United States have used prison-
ers taken in battle. N

Mr. Bernhisel presented the constitu'ion
which was formed by the convention of de'e-

ates assembled at Great Salt L _ke City,

tah, in March, 1856, accumpanie& by a me-
morial, asking Congress for admiss.on into
the Union as a State, on an equal footing
with the original States.

"

Dec. 3d.—In the Senate, the President’s

message was communicated soon after the
openinz through his private secretary, Mr.
icolay, and o:dered to be printed.

~In the House, Mr. Du n offered the follow- |

ing, wh ch was adop ed:

Whereas, Henry C
this House from Kentucky, is in op+n rebel-
lion against' the government of the Wnited,
States; therefore

Resolved, That the sail Henry C. Burnett
be, and he is hereby expelled from thrs House,
and that the governor of K ntucky be notified |
of his expulsion;

Resolved, That the sergeant-at-arms be
directed not to pay Bu nett his salary, which
bas accrued since the clpse.of the extra ses-_
£300.

Mr. Maynard presented the credeutials of
Mr. Clewens, from the fourth district of Ten-
neszee, which were referred.

The President’s message was received, read,
and refe:red to the committee of the whole on
the State of the U ion.

Dec. 4th, in the 8enate, Mr. Chandler intro-
duced a resolutiun to expel Mr. B eckinridge.
[dr. Pewell took ground against it. As l&r_
Breckin'idge had already resigned, he could
not be expelled. v

Mr. Trumbull insisted that he should be ex:
F:“td, and offered a substitute to. Mr. Chand-

r’s res. lution, as follows:

Whereas, John C. Breckinridge, a member
of this body, has joined the enemies of his
country, and i3 new in arms against the go-.
;-emme:it he has sworn to suppoit, there-

ore,

Resolved, That the traitor, Breckinridge, be
expelled,

Mr. Chandler accepted the substitute, and
the resolution, as thus amended, was unani-
mously ad~pted. Yeas, 3; nays, none.

The standing committees were announced.
Taey are constituted of the same persons as
af the spec al session; with the fellowing
changes:

On Forvign Relations—Mr, Harris, in place
of Mr. Breckinridge.

On Military Affairs—Mr, Nesmith, in place
of Mr, Baker.

On Publie Lands—Mr. Carlile, in place of
Mr. Bingbam. '

Oa Indian Aff.irs—Mr, Clark, in place of
Mr. Foot. .

On Pensions—Mr, Willey, in place of Mr,
Bingham.

On Territeries—Messrs. Pomeroy and Car-
lile, in place of Mr, Baker and Mr. Breckin-

zidge.

r. Wilson introdi:ced a resolution for the
jek2aqe of qolored persoms confined in prison

' justice in the district.
' following, whieh was laid over;

nard, of Tenness e, to a | and propriety of abolishing the

. Burnett, a m-mber of

of Congress to look into the adminis ration of | Great mistakes had been made, a: d were like-

He then submitted the | ]
t{at the people expected that no mistakes

Resolyed, That the committre on judiciary | would be made, but every man give all he has,

be instructed t» inquire into the expediency
present Su-
reme Court of the United States, and estab-
shing instead the:eof ano her Supreme Court,
in pursuance of the provisions of the Consti-~
tution, which, in the opinion of Congress, wili
- meet the requircments f the Constitution

Among the bills introduced, were the fol«
lowing:

By Mr. Latham, a bill to establish a line
of steam mail ships between San Francisco
and Shanghai,t uching at theSa: dwich Islands
and Japan; and a bill 1o auth rize and faeci i-
t«te mining operations in the States of Cali-
| fornia and Owegon, in the territory of the

United States.
In the House, Mr. Lovejoy, from the com-
mittee on agriculture, repor.ed the homestead

adopted.

In the Sepate, Mr. Dawes, from the com-
mittee on elections, introduced a resolution,
which was passed, authorizing the parties in
the contested election case of Beach against
Upton, in the Fairfax district of Virginia, to
take evidence,

Mr. Morrill gave notice of his inte
intfroduce a bill donating lands to the
*tates, for the benefit of agriculture and the
mechanic arts in the establishment of col-
leges.

Mr. Richardscy, from. the commiftee on
military affairs, reported the following, which
was passed:

Whereas, The exchange of prisoners in the
present rebelliin has already been practiced

J
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ntion to

to be made, but he wan'ed it understood

and is, to the country.—The resolution was

|
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[For the Deseret Newe,
Animal and Vegetable Life.

BY ALEXANDER OTT.

By the somatic or animal life is understood
a variety of interesting phenomena that man-
ifest themselves in multifarious transforma-
tions and changes produced by the consump-
tion of various nutritious elements, such as
food, oxygen and moisture.

As a clock that has to be wound up and set
at certain times, so ‘he animal body rejuires
to be regulated in order to keep the wonder-
ful machinery of life in motion. And with
such a remarkable accuracy is the process of
animal existence carried on, that aslong as
the equilibrium of the organs of life is main-
tained, a constant receiving and giving out
of elements takes place, so as to bring ali-
mentary particles from a state of motion to
that of rest, and thus produced decomposition,
assimilation and combination.

Being exposed to.the all-destroying element
of the atmosphere, the animal as well as the

several %egetable system rejuires a constant renewal
' of the materials of which they are composed,

in order to make the b/ood pure and sufficient-
Ly strong to su;ply five hundred muscles (vis:
of the animal body) effectively, the heaithy
and pure eirculation of the sap in plants is
likewise depending upon a well regulated ali-
mentary process.

The chemical operation of the atmosphere,

bill, which was referred to the committee on
public lands.

Mr. Upton introduced a bill for the restora-
tion of Alexandria coun'y to the District of
Columbia, :

Mr. Watis (delegate from New Mexico) in-
troduced a preamble concluding with a reso-
lution requesting the Seeretary of War to
report to the House what measures have been

indirectly, and as such exchange would not

volve recognition of the rebels as a govern-
ment, therefore,
Resolved, By the Senate and House of Re-
resen‘atives, ete,, that the President of the |

only increase enlistments and the vigor of the
army, but subserve the highest interests of |
humanity, and as such exchange does not in- |

ited States be requested to inaugurate sys- |

bzr means of oxydation as well as the process
of nutrition, makes every thing of the animal
and vegetable kingdom subject to constant
ehanges. By the remarkable law of compen-
sation which we find every where in nature,
the power of the nutrient vessels is concen-
t»ated in constructing, with wonderful accu-
racy, 'he animal and vegetable body, while
the absorption of certain atmospheric ele-
ments such as oxygen,etc.,and incessantly de-

temat ¢ measures for the exchange of prisen-
ers in the present rebellion,.

Ms. Conklin introduced a hill to subject
certain persons to military trial and punish-

ing a larger and superior force of Wnited
\ment, covering the cases of such as may enter

States soldiers to Texan troops, so that those
who, are innocent may be released from blame,
which was adopted.

Dec. 9th, in the Senate, Mr. Trumbull in-
troduced a bill for confiscating the property
and giving freedom to the slaves of rxell,
'and accompanied it with a lmgih?r -

An executive session was held,
the S8enate adjourned, |

In the House, the Speaker annovnced va-~
cancies in several of the standing committees,
which had been filled as follows:

Ways and Means—Messra. EHooper and
Maynard. f

Judiciary—Mr. Wilson.

Territcr es—Mr. Shiel,

Indian Affairs—Mr. Bbelps, of Q:lifornia,.

Public Buildings—Mr, Blair, of Virginia.

Military Affairs—Mr. Dunn, ,

Committee on the Establishment of 2 Wes-
tern Armory—Mr. Krllogg, of Illinois,

Pacific Railroad—MTr. garg_eant.

My. Stevens submitted, a serjes. ofy reselu-
tions referring the various bramehes of the
President’s Message to the appropriate com- |
mittees.

Dec. Oth, in the Senate, Mr. Dixon pre-
gented the resolution of the legislatu;e’ af
Connecticut, asking that senators and repre-
sentatives use.their efforts to secuse the re-.
peal of so much of the act for the increase of !
the revenue as impcses an income tax, or else
have the ameunt apportioned among spe -ial
States, and allew them to raise the amount in
their own way, which was referred to the.
committee on fipanges. Hg also pr sented the
resolutions.of the legislature Connecticu,
in favor of a system of decimal weights and
merasu-es, which was referred to, the same
comiittee,

Mr. Grimes, presented a petition from a
citizen of lowa, who has inwented. a rebel)
mowing machine, or double acting bomb, to
which he wished to call the special att-ntion
of the cha'rman of the committee on military
affairs, ‘
M. Sumnenpresented several petitions fram.
citizens of Rhode Island and Vermont, calling| Varve or ONg CENT.—A French Mathe-
on Congress, under the war power, to legis- {mat‘cian has. been calculating what waald
late on the subject f the emancipation of the | now be the sum produced by one cent put out
slaves of rebely. at five per cent per annum,compound interest,
Mr. Col amer and others pre-ented simjlar|at the commencement of the Christian era.—

for the adxantages of furnishing military
steres, muniticns of wiar, ete. Military and
naval court-martials are autherized. ose
found guilty are tobe punished with imprison-
ment for not less than two years, He said—
The govermunent has been chealed of large
sums of monex. There was a multitude of
harpies, which ne man could number 11%71113
e

upon the vitals of the commonwea
punished with certain severity, He

peech.
and then

should be
rapeated tLere was a class of desperate spect:-
lators who are depleting the treasury to enor-
mous amounts in a variety of injurious modes,
Mr. Dawes, one of the special committee to
examine into goverrment con'racts, briefly
spake of the discoveries of fraud that have
already been made. He said that without
further legislation the Treasury will become
bankrupt.

The bill was referred to the judiciary com-
mittee.

On motion, it was resolved that the com-
mittee on foreign affairs be instructed to in-
quire into the expediency of furnishing relief
to the starving population im Ireland, and to
report by bill or otherwise..

r. Benham i/ troduced a bill repealing all
acts and pirts.of acts. authorizing the com-
m tment of persons of color as runaways, oa
|sugpected or charged with being runaways,
and being sold to, pay expenses, etc., ang:te
punish for such . practices.

Mr. Gurley introduced a bill to confgcate

————

and colonize them. |
Mr. Hutchins introduced a bill to abolish

slavery in the Distr'ct of Co'umbia.

Mr. Upton introduced a bill to facilitate
ind eial proceedings in the confiscation of cap-
tured Prupert , and for the better administra-
tion of the prize law.

Several other bills apd resolations of minor
impertance were introduced and referred;

|

into speculations for the purpose of defraud-
ing the government, and who may offer bribes |

the property of, rebels, liberate tbeir slaves, 2

composes or removes particles of the body by
means of secretion,

These changes, although calculated to en-
tirely metan.orphose the systemn, are still .
brought about with suen a remarkable cor-
reciness and regularity that the identity of
the animal or ve.etable bo'y is never lost,
althowgh, in the course of a few years, not a
sing e particle may be found in the system
wnich existed at the commencement of this
interesting transformation. The exact time
of such an entire change in the animal body
depends upon a variety of external and inter-
narinﬂuancea, and is supposed to vary from
four to seven years. g

The process of secretion is entirely govern-
ed by the activity of the nutrieut capillary
vessels to select for every tissue and fiber a
certain amount of particles w:ich are capa-
ble of assimilation with the body, while in-
congenial portions are being removed, thus
each organ imbibes as much alimentary ma‘-
ter as 1s essential to its dcvelopment and
growth.

It occurs sometimes that the nutrient arteries
operate so ri‘pidly in some parts as to produce
preternatural growth. Some times, the ves-
pels which act as depositories of fat, acerl-.
erate their operation to such an extent that
wens or swellings of an anomalous character
are being formed. The process of other ar-.
teries is again se.singuler as to deposit quite
heterogensous matler, such as is not found
elsewhere in the body. |

Ap ana'ysis of the system shows that the
process of mutrition is introduced in the ani-.
mal and vegetable body, in order to neutralize
or coupteraci the constant and rapid waste of.
ke syatem occasioned b{ the pri ciple of resy

iratiop, and:this very latter vital phenome-
non (as will be shown in another article), not
only sustains life but destroys it also. Hence,,
a.constant repair and renewal of the system
so required hy the decamposition and organi-.
zation of ma:ter from the blood which, by. the-
process of respiration, is impoverished.

The deposition of fat through the medium
of nutrition is a very important apd wise. law,
beca uu,,b{ the activity of the respiratory or-

ans, the body would be kept in a state of
eanness, on account of i's rapid consumption,
if the food were not supplied faster than' it is.
consumed and did not accumulate in the shape
of fat; and it is this very principle which sus-.
tains during periods of privations, such as the,

petitions. They were referred to the judiciary | He estimates what wiould: be. the walue of a
committee._ ball of solid gold, equal in size to the earth.

Mr. Hale’s resolution directinz the judiciary | He then makes the astounding s'atement that
committee to inquire into the expediency of |had one such ball of gold fallen each minute
¢b lishing the. present Supreme ceurt andi| during the pgst eigh'een hundred and sixty
establish another was taken up. He said |years, the value of all these globes together
the present Supreme caurt had failed. He)|wou'd not amount to so much as the sum pro-
believed if the rebels now in arms should suc-ld.ced by one cent at compound interest, dur-
ceed, the Supreme cou't would decide that the | ing the same period,
scldiers now in Virginia were trespassers and | .o
rioters. SmooTH BorRE MUSKETS.— Mar y-army o

Mr. Foster thought that Congress should |cers prefer a large proporticn of regiments
legislate only for tkte great question before |armed with smooth bores,in a general engage-
Congress. While he believed, that the Su-|ment. KEach is loaded with a bullet and three
preme court had lost the confidence of the |bnckshot, and they are far more effective than
¢ un'ry, he did nof think the judiciary would |rifles for close fighting, besides bearing much
be benefitted by the denuncia‘ion of its mems- |longer use without becoming fouled; though
bers. He did not believe this was the time |arms of greater range and accuraey are bet-
for radical legislation on the jud.ciary. ter adapted te.skirmishing, '

|

hiberpating of animals efe,

The nutrient el-mentsof animals consists of
substances identical in tumlimsitinn, with the.
body it is to sustain; and lives thus by ths.
assinilatirn into its own substance of the
most complex and elabor:te products of the.
organic kingdom, while the exjstence ef a.
plant depengs. upon entirely, inorganic food,_
such as the carbonic acid, the nitrogen of the.
atmosphere, the rain, dew. and. ammoniac.l,
vapor of the air,and the alkaliand saline mat-,
ter of theseil.
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To Sharp. for him.
A. supercilious. and; baughty V'rgini p,
named \Elnton, had a pass to. enter our lines;

and meeting a Zpuave picket, handed it to his
slave, probably, deeming himself too good for

Mr. Browning thought that it was not ip} BPp—— '
the power of Ccpgress to repeal the Supreme| Greas Mes.—Alexander hada wry neck;
court. Such power was not given in the Con-| William the Conqueror, in his latter days,
stituti n. There was no more power 'o re-
peal 'h t court than there was. te repeal the
Constitution. _

Mr. Co'lamer moved, as a substifute, that
~11 poitions of the Pres dent’s message.r-lat-
ing to the judiciary be referredto the ju iiciary
.committée, which was agreed to, and the
resolution as amended was adopted.

Hanribal and Philip of Macedon had but an
eye api ce. Cms:r and Mabomet were
trouslied with. the falling sickness; and the
northern hero, Od n, is s.id to have been lit~
tle else than a, compound of disease. When
Voltaire was first int oduced into the Russian

| palac', he was-desired to enter a closet,

was scarcely able to move from corpulency. |

the contact, The Zouave read the pass and
told the darkay togo on. When Vinton a temp-.
ted to follew, he was_ sto;ped by a bayonet,

“But that’s my pass,”’he exclaimed angrily.

“Can’t help it; it says, pass beartr, and
bearer has passed.’*

“I will call.Sam back, and take it: Here,
Sam I

“Won’t do,”? said the picket. “That pass
is to Alexandria, not to Fairfax. The nig-
gar’s got to have another one before be can,

On motion of M. Chand er, the resolution
inquir'ng into the causes of the disasters to.
cur army at Bull Run and Ball’s Blufd was

where ! e found a I t'le withered e, unuer
the clothes, shivering with the ague--it-was
Erederick the Great.

return.
~So the discomfitted Virginian was forced ‘e.
I turn back,



