Fe mainliendrai. Bubt when the
stadtholderate fell Into the snme
vice as the old rulers, and supported | ‘Thus, there are mauy streels fn the
itself ou an oligarchy, it lost its hold | suburbs of Rolterdam composed of
on the people, and the last stndt- | houses of two romus; if Iarger ones
holder, Willinm of Urange, left the|ave erected they are so Luilé Lthat the
Hague in 1705, pursued by popular | families no more interfere with each
execration. other than in liouses semi-detached.
But tie ndmission of the French | Formerly they hved in courts lead-
into Holland proved a woful mis- | ing onfof the Innes between the lar-
take. Napsleon, baving given the ger streets. Eere even they hnd,
coup de grace lo the Revolution, asinthe suburbs, miniature gar-
ut his foot on the neck of republican  dens, and the interiors were, cou-
"rance, aud upon these of her aiies.  sideriug the eircumstances, peeullar-
Holland was chained to his trk | iy clean. But even this patlonsi
umphal ear, and, without having | characteristic of elennliness was de-
struek a blow, the Duteh saw their | eaying in the presence of poveriy
whole history reversed. Ounce more | indueed by low and nnecertain wagee,
they associated tha national ecause | and its tov conmunon concomitaut—
with the liouse of Ouange, and|diiok,
William V., welcomed back in 1815, | Holland ig, above ali things, n
was created king o! the Nether-|commereinl conntry, and ita well-to
jands with the title of William I.!uJo classes are among ibhe richest in
It was a veritable reaclion, for with | Europe; neveriheless, ils workers
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Duiteh famity Tife to desire lo have| tions for & people worked in this
a house to ilself, however small. |manner and fed on sueh o diet—n

diet all the more sfrange in 1 elty
which exports in one year to Eng-
fuud 24,250 cattle, 19,850 calves, 22, -
880 pigs, 255,000 sheep. :

It will be seen from the above
farts that the proeess of “beéating
God’s people to pieces, and grinding
the faces of the poor,*’ is as much
the custom in Holland as in other
conmumercial countries.

The Duteh worker’s mlsery may
be further illostrated by the follow-
ing faeis extracted from the ‘“'8ia-
Listical Year Book of the Kingdom
of the Nutherlands for 1887.7 Qut
of ntgtal of 1,360,115 houses in Hol-
land in 18857, 258,630 had only ona

| toom; 479,642, two roome; 241,551,

three roows;, 104,008, four rooms;
67,710, live roome; 147,674, six
rooms or mnore. If, then, we cons
sider families living in houses of

him came back the oligarchic rule,
and thus, ngtwithstanding all its
revolutions, Holland is, as it has
ever been, ruled by a small class of
influential people.
limited to threehundred thousand
elgctors.not one workman in twenty
possessing it.  In Rotterdam not a
single dock laborer has & vote for
either the deputies to the Becond
Chamber or the ity Councillors.
The mas3 have, &6 ever, no part or
lot in appointing their rulers, or in
makiog the laws they have toobey.
No wonder that the interesis of the
workers have not only been neglect-
ed, but powerfully opposed.

It is clear, however, that among
the Datch ruling class there are
some who struggle for justice, and
one ob two disginceful laws have
recently been removed from the

enal code, and a few positive re-
forms have pagsed into law. Until
1872 it was penal for workmen lu
attempt any combinatlon whatever
whiell tended to fetter work or raise
the price of iabur, any one joining
in such a combination, or in a de-
puneclation of particular directors or
managers ol a factory for ench an
end wasa liable to imprisonment from
one month to three, aud the leaders
or originators to two to five years’
imprisonment, with subsequent
polfce sutveilinoce for another three
to five years. Other efforts have
peen almost stifled by governmental
dilatoriness. In 1862 2 commission
was appointed to inquire into the
conditions of chilld Jabor in lhe fac-
tories, bt eight years elapsed hefore
the report was published, and then
pnolhor three yenrs passed away
before a law wasenacted prohibiting
the labor of children, except ip
agriculture, uuder twelve years of
age; and it was not until fifteen
years Iater still—that is, in 1868
thatasecond law wasobtained Hmit-
ipg the Inbor of women and
young persons under pixteen
years of age to eleven hours
a day, willhh a pause of one
noul,interdicting them from night
work-and Sunday labor. Amnother
commission into the condiiion of
the working class commelced its
inguiries in 1837, but it has only yet
covered a fraclion of the country.

There has also been eonsiderable
tmprovement in the dwellings of
the poor. Itisa peeuliar trait in

The sufltage is |

are miserably paid. Wages nver-|three rooms and under as the poorer
age throughout the country from |clazses in Hollwad, and those living
11s. to 12s. n week; in a eclty like | ing in houses of 51X raoms or Rwre
Rolterdam from 16s. to 20s. Oune of | as thericher, it appeais that the
the dockers in Rotterdam senl wsn | poorer class i3 seveu times as nu--
aceount to o newspaper of his wages | werous as the richer—that nearly
Eduring seven ycars. The annual|ene-half of them live in houses of
average was £38 165, 13d., a liltle [two roomas ‘and under, and more
jmore then 152, a week., For such ihauaquarter of them in houses
wages thie Duteh workman, and es- contiining only one room.
peeially the doekers, labor loog| Reutal returns show s similar re-
bours. A skilled workmen—zas, fm-‘rult, and that the general poverty
example, & carpenter— works from | these facls indicate 15 not confined
six in the morasing until eight at | to thearfizan class isshown Ly the
night, including panses for regt and | returns of fiilure in buiness. The
mealz, andcannot make more than 43, figures in 1875 and 1586 are respect-
aday. A painter must be very clever: ively 403 and 588, considerably
if he makes 4d. an bour. As to the ! imore than doulle, aod these Mmil-
hours of the docker, Picter Bas, the ures-were mo:tly among the smaller
leader in the Iate strike, gave me tradesmen. Naturally, the trade of
hisown cuse. If he worked in un- the monis de piele increnses, nnd ibe
loading aship in the greio trade paupegism of Holland is porteutigus.
the hours were from six lo eight atjdu 1871 an cighteanth part of the
4d. per hour (since the strike, 51.}1population were in this coudition,
ifit was in the iron ove (rade, he-E aml more than half of these uuable
would have to work sixteen hours & | to support them selves were heads of
day with eight hours off, the work- | families. The jocrense in (e num-
ing lime being sometimes at day, | ber of persons supported in 1888 by
sometimes at night. As his lome | the Reformed Church at Hague, as
ig three-quarters of o mile from his | compared with the number in 1480,
work, he loses, with the time-con- [ shows the raphtity with whieh the
sumed in washing and  taking o | pauperisioof the conutry is increas-
meal, three hours, reducing liis rest [ing. [n 1880 the number was 1,162,
to five, Nu wonder, with such ex-|in 1838, 1,950—an ineresre of more
hausting labor, the workers die off| than 67 per cent. in eight yvears.
prematurely, and that old men are! Thus we sewthat the bulk of the
not numerous amokg them. Duteh p;ople areon the rond to that
The well-to-do classes in Holland | terrific gulf which yawns in every
live as generously nsip any part of | veat city in Hurope nud Amerles,
the world, but the workilig man js|&ndthat they have no weans of
miserably fed. e rarely tastes making themseives heard, for in uo
nieat, especialiy if he has n family. coudtry in Turope does poveity
Vegetables and tea are his chief dict. | ore comnpletely iniply joss of polit-
One excellent authority describes|icalpower.
the food of the worker 88 cousisting | Hardlyanywhere, on the ofher
of “polatoes and gin.”? Aud itis o band,ie the wealth aud politieal pow-
fact that thie consumption of alenhol | er so concentrated in a few hands.
has considerably inereased in Hol; | Between the persons who live lu
Innd of late years. In 1870 the' bwusesof fourrooms nod less, and
Duteh draok 7.48 litres of alechol | those who live in bouses of six rooma
per iunbabilant, in 1887 it bad | aod more, there isn greal gap, fiiled
reached 9.02 jitres. This is nearly |only by o small contingent of five

half a litre less than in 1884, but|roomed householders. Those
this cannot count for smuch iu the! who live in houses of six rooms
presence or the faet that the ex-|and piore formi only a niath

cisc on gin In Holland yields aunu-| part of the population, and this ninth,
ally £2,000,000 sterling. At the|bart engrosses the énormous wenlth
same time we bave Picter Bas’s su- | of this rich little corner of the earth,
thority that in Roiterdatn drinken | the reservolr ofthe treasures of the
workmen are the exceplion, and not ! Indies. Xor, be it remembered
at all countenanced by their mates.  that (he Dutch colonial possessions
No one, however, conld be surpriced | exceed the mother-country fHty

if the glnshop ehould have aitrac-|timesinarea, nnd seven times 1o



