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ab maintien drai but when the

fell into the same
vice as the oliold rulers and supported
itself on an oligarchy it lost its holdbold
onan the people and the last stadt
holder william of orange left the
hague in 17951793 pursued by popular
execration

but the ad missionadmission ot the french
into holland proved a mis-
take napoleon having given the
coup de gramgrace to the revolution
nyutart his foot on the neck of republicanPfianceranee and upon those of her allies
Hhollandolland was chained to his tri-
umphal car and without having
struck a blow the dutch saw their
whole history reversed once more
theathey associated the national cause

t with the house of orange and
william V welcomed back in 1815

was created king otof the nether-
lands with the title of william 1I
ittt was a veritable reaction for with
him came back the oligarchic rule
and thus notwithstanding all its
revolutions holland is as it has
ever been ruled by a small class of
influential people the suffrage is
limited to three hundred thousand
elveelectorstors not one workman in twenty
possessing it in rotterdam not a
single dock laborer has a vote for
either the deputies to the second
40hamber or the city councillors
thee mass have as ever no part or
lot in appointing their rulers or in
makingjuskie the laws they have to obey
noN 0 wonder that the interestsinterest3 of the
workersakers have not only been neglect

had but powerfully opposed
ct is clear however that among
e dutch ruling class there are

e who struggle for justice and
evnee or two Oisdisgracefulgraceful laws have
recently been removed from the
penalal code and a few positive re

farmsami have passed into I1lawaw until
72 it was penal for workmen to

attempt any combination whatever
which tended to fetter work or raise

i vieuw pricece of labor any one joining
fe such a combination or in a de
Buncia tion of particular directors or

managersMs of a factory for sucheuch an
end was liable to imprisonment from
onevie month to three and the leaders

originators to two to five years
r

rison ment with subsequent
icece surveillance for another three
five years other efforts have

wU almost stifled by governmental
CjElila in 1863 a commission
was appointed to inquire into the

clitions of child labor in the fac
lirlealirleBes but eight years elapsed before
thee report was published and then
otherher three years passed away

werebefore a law was enacted prohibiting
afeee labor of children except in

under twelve years of
gef9 and it was not until fifteen

warsre later still that is in 1889
thatat a second law was obtained limit
agas theae labor of women and

rig persons under sixteen
f rs of age to eleven hours

with a pause of one
them from night

fadd sunday labor another
mission into the conconditiondidon of
working class commenced its

diriesries in 1887 but it has only yet
a fraction of the country

here has also been considerable
in the dwellings of

poor it is a peculiar trait in

dutch family life to desire to bahaveve
a house to itself however small
anus there are many streets in the
suburbs of rotterdam composed of
houses of two rooms if larger ones
are erected they are so built that the
families no more interfere with each
other than in houses semidetachedsemi detached
formerly they lived in courts lead-
ing out of the lanes between the lar-
ger streets here even they hadball
as in tilethe suburbs miniature gar-
dens and the interiors were con
sideri ug the circumstancesces peculiarpee uliar
ly clean but even this national 1

characteristic of cleanlinessclean lines was de-
caying in the presence of conerty
induced by low and uuncertain1 wages
and its tootoa common concomitant
drink

holland is above all things a
commercial country and its well to
do classes are among the ricrichesthestinin
europe neverthelesselers its workers
are miserably paid wages aver-
agea ye throughout tilethe country from

to a week in a city like
rotterdam from to one of
the dockers in rotterdam sent an
account to a newspaper of his wages
during seven years the annual
average was 38 I1ldid a little
more theu 15 a week for such
wages the dutch workman and eseg
speciallypee allylally tilethe dockers labor long
hours A skilled workmen as for
example a carpenter works from
six in the morning until eight at
night including pauses for rast and
mealsand cannot make more than 43

a day A painter must be very clever
if liehe makes ad an hour As to the
hours of the docker pieter sas the
leader in the late strike gave me
his own case if he worked in un-
loading a ship in the grain trade
the hours were from wo eightt
ad per hour krincesince th r ike ajiajitif it was in the iron ore trade hebe
would have to work sixteen hours a
day with eight hours ofiroff the work-
ing time being sometimes at day
sometimes at night As hishia home
is three quarters of a mile frontfrom his
work he loses with the time con
fumed in washing and taking a
meil three hours reducing his rest
to five no wonder withlt lisuchsuch ex-
haustinghausting labor the workers die off
prematurely and that old men are
not numerous amborg thernthem

the well to do classes in holland
live as generously as inin any part of
the world but the borkiworkingag man is
miserably fed he rarely tastes
meat especially if he has a family
vegetables and tea are his chief diet
one excellent authority describes
the food of the worker as consisting
of potatoes and gin auditand it is a
fact that the consumption of alcohol
has considerably inerincreasedeased in ho
land of late years in 1870 the

drank litreslaitres of alcohol
per inbainhabitantbitant in 1887 it had
reached litreslaitres this is nearly
half a litre less than in 1884 but
this cannot count forforimuchnuch iuin the
presencesence or the fact that the ex-
cise on gin in holland yields annu-
ally sterling at the
same time we have victerpieter sass au-
thority that in rotterdam drunken
workmen are the exception and not
at all countenanced by their mates
no one however could be surprised
if the should have attract

tion s for a people worked in this
manner and fetifed on suchkach a diet a
diet all the more strange in a city
which exports in one year to eng-
land cattle calves

pigs sheep
it will be seen from the above

faitsfacts that the process of 1 beating
gods people to pieces and grinding
the faces of the poor is as much
the custom in holland as in other
commercial countries

the dutch workers misery may
be further illustrated by the follow-
ing facts extracted from the sta-
tistical year book of tilethe kingdom
of the netherlands for 1887 11 out
of a totalatonal of 15 bouses in hol-
land in 1883 7 had only one

two roombaom
three rooms four rooms

five rooms six
rooms or more if then we con
sider families living in houses of
three rooms and under as the poorer
classes in hull ndind and those living
ing inill houses of six rooms or more
as the richer it appeals that the
poorer class is seven times as nu-
merous asaa the richer that nearly
one half of them live in houses orof
two rooms and underI1 and more
thauthan aquartbr of them in houses
containing only one room

rental returns show a similar re
ault and that the general poverty
these facts indicate is notdot confined
to the artiman class is shown by the
returns of failure in buknessbubul inessness the
figures in and 1886 are respect-
ively and considerably
more than dOdoubleLIble and these fail
ures were mostly among the smaller
tradesmen naturally tilethe trade of
the monts dedeplete increases and the
pa ot ifholland is

1871 an eighteenth part of the
population were ia this condition

X

and more than halfbalf of those unable
to support themthemselvesielves were heads of
failifamiliesflies the increase in the num-
ber of persons supportedsu ported in by
tilethe reformed church at hafl asa
comcomparedparea with the number I1ii
shows the rapidity with wwha
pauperism of the cucountryutry I1isa n
ing in 1880 the nunumbermbel was
in an increase of more
than 67 per cent in eight years

thus we seeseb that the bulk of the
dutch people0 je are on the road to that
terrterrificeatugulf1 which yawns in every
great city in europe and Ameramericabi
and that they have no meansmena of
making themselves heard for in no
country MIin europe doesdoea poverty
more completely imply loss of polit-
ical power

hardly anywhere on the other
hand ie the wealth and political pow-
er so coconcentratedce grated in a few hands
between the persons who live in
houses of four rooms and less and
those who live in houses of six rooms
and more there is ita great gap filled
only by a small contingent of livefive
roomed householders those
who live in houses of six rooms
and more form only a ninth
part odthe populationlation and this dinninthth
part en grossesroasts the enormousenoi moua wealth
of this rich little corner of the earth
the reservoir of the treasures of the
tudieindies for be it remeremembered
that thelie dutch colonial possessions
exceed the mother country fifty
times in area and seven times iaa


