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Regulating Eleetions in the Terri-
tory of Utah auad for other Pur

poses.,

Presented by Mr. SPRINGER, in
the House of Representatives,
January 28, 1876. Read twice,
referred the Committee on Judi-
clary, and erdered to be printed.

Be it enacled by the Senuate and
House of Representalives of the
United States of America ia Con
gress Assembled. That every male
citizen of the United States, of the
age of twenty-one years and up-
ward, who shall bave resided in
the Territory of Utah for six
months next preceding any election
and ten days in the precinct or
ward im which any such person
offvrs to vote, shall be entitled t
exercise the elective franchi-e ip
said Territory: Provided, That no
bigamist, or polygamist, nor any
person who is iusane, non compos
mentis, under guardianship, or who
has been convicted of felony or
bribery, unles- restored to eivil
righte, shall be permitted to vote at
any election in said Territory, and
that none but qualified voters =hall
be elected tuor hold any civil office |
therein.

SEC. 2. That there shall be three
judges of elections in each election
precinet of said Territory, consist
ing of the senior justice of the peace
of such precinet, and two other
electors, one of whem shall be ap-
pointed by the governor and the
other by the county eourt of each
county in whieh such precincet is
gitus »d, at least ten days before
each annual election, who -shall
each serve for cne year, or until his
suecessor is appointed.

SEC. 3. That the judges of each
election-precinet shall choose two
persons having the gualifications
of electors to act as clerks of the
election, who shall contivue to aect
as such during the pleasure of the
judges by whom they are chosen.

SEc. 4. That previous to any
vote being taken at any electiou,
the judges and clerks of election
shall severally take an oath oraflir-
mation in the following form, to
wit: “I, A. B., do soleianly swear
(or affirm) that I will perform the
duties of judge (or clerk, as the case
may be) according to law and the
best of imy ability; that I 'will stu-
diously endeavor to prevent fraud,
deceit, and illegal voting in con-
ducting the same.”” And if there
should be a failure in the appoint-
ment of such judges, or if either
or all of them should fail to
attend, or neglect or refuse to take
the foregoing oath or affirmation,
his or their place or places may be
filled by the choice of such quali~
fied voters residing within the pre-
cinct as may be present at the place
of election at the time such choice
is made, and the person or persons
s0 chosen shall periorm the duties
and take the cath of judges at such
election.

Sec. 5. That in case there shall
be no officer or person present at
the opening of the election autho-
rized by law to administer an oath,
the judges of the election are each
hereby authorized to administer the
required oath or affirmation to the
other, and to the clerks &f election,
and such oath or affirmation shali |
be reduced to writing, subscribed |

|

| such elector in the poll-books, as

| case a duly
| court-records admitting such per-

shall not be opened during said
eleetion, except for the purpose and
in the manner hereinafter pro-
vided. An opening shall be made
in the top or lid of each of such
ballot-boxes not larger than shall
be sufficient to admit a single closed
ballot te be inserted therein at one
time, through which each ballot
shall be deposited.

SeC. 9. That each clerk of the
electien shall keep a poll-book,
which shall contain two celumns,
the first headed ¢‘Nuomber,” the
second, “Names of voters;” and the
names of each elector voting shall
be entered and numbered in r-gu-
lar succession under such headings
in each poll-book.

SeC. 10. That every elector shall
vote by ballot, and each person
offering to vote shall deliver his
hallot to one of the jondges in pre-
sence of the board. The ballot shall
be a white-paper ticket, which
shall contain, written or printed, or
partly written and printed, the
name of the person or persons for
whon the elector intends to vote,
and shall designate the office to
which each person 0 named by
him is intended to be chosen.

SEC. 11. That the names of all
persons votea for by any elector at
any general or special election shall
be on one ballot.

Sec. 12. That every elector in
voting shall deliver his ballot, in
full view, to one of the judges, who
shall, upon the receipt thereof, pro-
nounce, in an audible voice, the
name of such elector; and, if no ob-
jection to hisqualification be made
and if the judges shall be satisfied
that the elector is legally entitled
to vote, the judge to whom suech
ballot was delivered shall put the
same in the bex without inspect-
ing the names thereon, if it be fold-
ed, and thereupon the clerks shall
enter and number the name of
hereinbefore prescribed. {

SEC. 13. Thatif any person offer- |
ing to vote shall be c¢hallenged as
unqualified by any judge eor clerk
of the election, or by any other
elector, one of 'the judges shall de-
¢lare to the person so cballenged
the qualifications of an elector, and
if such person shall then declare

poll-lists from the commencement,
and a correction of any mistake
that may be found therein until
they shall be found to agree; the
box shall then be opened and the
ballots found therein ceunted by
the judges, unopened, except to
ascertain whether each ballot is
single; and if two or more ballots
shall be found so folded together as
to present the ap ance of a sin-
gle ballot they shall be laid aside
until the count of the ballots is

isen of the count with the po
it shall be found that the ballots in
the box e«xceed ia number the whole
of voters on the poll-lists, the bal-
lots so laid aside shall be rejected;
if, in the opinion of a majority of
the judges, such ballets thus folded
together were voted by one elector,
and if, after so rejecting sueh bal-
lots, there shall yet remain-more
ballots than the numner of voters
on the poll-books, they shall be
replaged in the ballot-box and
thoroughly mingled, and one of the
Jjudges shall be blindfolded and
publicly draw out therefrom so
many ballots unopened as shall be
equal to the excess of the ballots,
SEC. 17. That the ballots and
poll books agreeing or being made
to agree, the board shall then pro-
ceed to count the yotes, and in no
case shall the ballof-box be removed

tion may be held uutil all of the
ballots. are counted. The ballots
shall be taken out carefully, one by
oue, by one of the judges, who shall
open themand read aloud the name
of each person contained therein,
and the offiee for which every such
person is voted for. XEach clerk
shall write down each office to be
filled and the name of each person
voted for for such office, and shall
keep the number of yotes each re-
ceives by tallies as they are read
alond by the judge.

SEC. 18. That as soon as all of
the votes are read and counted, the
result shall be publicly announced
by oneof the judges or clerks. Each
of the poll-books and tally-lists shall
be attached together, and two cer-|
tificates shall be drawn up and at-
tached to each of the poll-books and
tally-lists, stating the numoer of

'l

himself duly qualified and the
challenge be not withdrawn, such
person shall be sworn by one of the
judges to truly amsweér such ques-
tions as may be asked of such per-
son by any of the judges touching
his qualification to vote, and there-
npon such person shall be fully in-

votes each person voted for has re-
ceived, and designating the office

completed; and if upon a cﬂmfnr-
11-ists |

from the room in which any elec- |

as above required; which abstracis
shall beﬂmlﬂad to under the hands
of the persons composing said court,
or a majority of them, as correct,
and attested by the seal of said
court, and be filed with the elerk
of the eounty court of said county.
A duplicate of the first-named ab-
stract, certified mnd attested as
 above, shall be immediately sent,
by mail or express, to the secretary
of the Territory by the clerk of the
county court; and it shall also be
the duty of sueh clerk to issve and
deliver a certificate of election to
the persons qualified te bold office
receiving the highest number of
votes for county and all other offi-
ces, except’ for Delegate to Cou-
gress, members of the legislative
assembly, territorial and district
officers; and the secretary of the
Territory, in the presence of the
governor, «hall, within forty days
after election, or soeuer if the ab-
stracts of the election be received
from all the counties before that
time, roceed to canvass the
votes given for Delegate to Con-
gress, for members of the legislative
assembly, territorial and district
officers; and the governor shall
grant a certificate of election Lo the

rsons qualified to hold office hav-
ng the highest number of votes for
the respective offices.

SEC. 20. That the manner of con-
ducting the voting at town or city
elections, canvassing the votes,and
muking the returns thereof, shall
be the same as hereinbefore pro-
vided, except that the returns shall
bemade to the city or town couneil
which shall perform the duties and
pursue the same course in canvass
ing the votes of the town or city as
are performed and pursued by the
county court in the case of other
elections, and the mayor shall issue
certificates of election to the per-
sons qualified to hold office having
the highest number of votes for the
respective offices.

SEC. 21. That every elector in
the Territory, or in any city or
town, shall have the rignt of in-
spection of all publie records.

SEC. 22. That if any person ex-
amined under oath, as preseribed
by the foregoing provisions, shall
wilfully and corruptly make false
statements concerning his or her
qualifications as an elector, such

to fill which he was voted for, which
number shall be written in words
at full length. Xach certificate

person shall be adjudged guilty of
wilful and corrupt perjury, and
unished as provided Ly the act ef

shall be signed by the judges and
witnessed by the clerks. One of
said certificates, with vhe poll book
ana tally-list to which it is attach-

terrogated by one or more of the
judges asto hisright to vote,andifin
answer such rerson shall make such
statements as shows that he pos-
sesses the requisite qualifications o}
an elector,such person’s ballot shall
be received; otherwise it shall be
rejected: Provided, 'I'hat if any
person offering to vote be challeng-
ed on the ground tkat such person
is an alien, and upon examination
by the judges under oath such per-
son .shall state that he has been
naturalized, such person shall not
be allowed to vote unless he pro-
duces to the judgesacertificate,duly
certified, showing that such person
has been naturalized in a court of
competent jurisdiction; and if the
certifieate produced be from a court
in Utah Territory, then in that
certified copy

i

son to citizenship must be Fmﬂue—
ed. Bat, if upon such examination,

by the parties, duly attested under
the hand of the person before
whem taken, and prefixed to each
of the poll-books. |

SFC 6. L'uat at all eleetions the
polls shall be opened at the hour of
seven in the morning, and continue
open until seven o’¢lock in the af-
ternoon of the ssme day,at which

it shall appear by the statements
of the person challenged that he
has lost the original certificate of
his' naturalization, and the recerd
thereof has been destroyed, such
person shall in that case be allowed
to vote; and ifany person shall re-
fuse to be so sworn wher*his vote is

time the polls <hxll be closed: Pro-
vided, That if it shall become ne-
cessary for the voters to choosea
judge or judges of the election as
hereinbefore preserioed, in that
case the election may commence at
such time as necessity may require,
but must eclose at the hour defig-
nated. _

SkecC. 7. That upon ‘épening the
polls, proclamation thereof shall be
made by ene of the c¢laerks,” and
thirty minutes before the closing of
the polls proclamation sh#ll be’
made in like manner that the polls
will close in thirty minutes. * -

SEC. 8. That the judges of elec-

tion for each precinet at the com-
mencement of each election, and
before any ballots shall have been
deposited, shall cpen and publely
exhibvit the ballot'box, to the "end
that the judges, clerks, and electors
present may see Lhat no ballot is in
gaid box, after which the same shall
be locked, and the key delivered to
one of the judges of election,; and

challenged, or being sworn refuses
to answer the ‘questions asked him
wy any of the judgesrelevant to his
competeney, such person’s ballot
shall be rejected.

SEC. 14. That when any person
is sworn as hereinbefore provided,
and after examination as to his

judges tc vote, the clerk shall write
Jpposite such elector’s nameon the
poll-bosks, and enclose the same
| in brackets, the word ‘'sworn,” and
such' poll-books, or either of them,
shall be taken in all cases whiéh
may arise under this act, as evi-
dence of the fact that such person
was duly sworn as herein provided.

SEC. 15. That as soon as the polls
of the election shall be finally clos
ed, the judges sha'! imnediately
proceed
at such election, and the canvass
shall be publie, and continuous
without adjournment until com-
pleted. e T

SEC. 16, That the canvass shall

annual election,

of the |

|

qualifications is allowed by the|

to eanvass i ¢ votes given

ed, shall be retained and preserved
by one of the judges until the next
The ballots shall |
be sirung upon a cord or thread by
one of the judges, during the count- |
ing thereof, in the order in whiech
they are taken from the ballot-box,
read, and entered on the tally-lists
by the clerks; and said ballots, to-
gether with the other of said

certificates, with the poll-book and
tally-list to which it is attached,
shall be sealed up by the judges
and clerks, and indorsed “‘Election
Raturns,” and be directed by one
of the judges, to be determined by
lot if they cannot otherwise agree,
to the clerk of the county court in
which the election is held, within
five days after the election; and
said ballets, certificate, poll-book
and tally-list shall be filed by said
clerk, and the date of the reception |
indorsed thereon by bim, and
thereafter held and preserved by
said clerk in his office for future
reference and use by any electotr
who may desire access to the same,
and that they may be used as evi-
dence in any criminal prosecution
arising under this act, or in any
case pertaining to the election.

Sec. 19.—That the eounty court
of each county shall meet on the

I
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canvass the election returns; and if
the returns from each precinet in
the county where the polls were
opened at such election shall not
have been received by the clerk of
the county eourt at that time, then
s«id court shall adjourn, but not
beyond the second Monday after

then proceed, in publie, to open the
returns and canvass ‘the vote of
such eounty for each person voted
for, and declare the result thereof,
and make abstracts of the votes for

of the legislative assembly, territo-
rial and district offieers, on one
sheet, stating, ‘iu writing, the
names of the persons voted for, the
number of votes each received, and
designating the office to fill' whieh
each was voted fer, and on another
sheet shall make an abstract of the
votes for county and-all' other offi-

commence by a comparison of the

| at any election, or shall vote more

first Monday after each election tol

Congress relating to that erime.
BEC. 28. That if any person shall,
directly or indirectly, use any

' which the

covered to have been voted for by
such elector at any election, every
such judge or clerk of an election
so offending, wpon conviction

thereof, shall be punished as pro-
vided in the foregoing seciion.
Every perscn who shall forge or

counterfeit returns of an election
purporting te have been held at a
precinet, town, or ward where no
election was in fact held, or shall
willfully substitute forged er coun-
terfeit returns of election, in the
place of the true returns, for a pre-
cinct, town or ward where an elec-
tion was actually held, shall, upon
conviction, be punished by impris-
onment as above provided. Every
person who shall willfully add to
or subtract from the votes actually
cast at an election in any returns
of =uch election, whether such per-
son be an officer of =uch eleection or
not, and every oificer of elections
who shall wilifully make false and
fraudulent returns, in any manner
whatever, of an election held in
any precinet, town, or ward, and

every person whomsoever, through

whom any such returns are requir-
ed by law to be made, who shall
alter such electicn returus, shall,
upon conviction, be punished as
provided in the foregeing section.
Every person who shall aid or abet
in the commission of any of the

offenses mentioned in this act, or

who being present at or cognizant

of the commission of either of said

offenses, and shall not give inform-
ation thereof as soon as practicable
to the district attorney, or grand

jury of the proper county, or to

some justice of the peace of such
county, or shall fraudulently and
willfully omit to perform the duties
required by this act,shall, for every
such oflense, be punished, upon
conviction thereof, as above pre-
scribed.

SEC, 25. That the governor, upon
the written request of twenty or
more electors residing in any re-
mote settlement or mining campin
said Territory, which is not already
embraced in an election precinct in
place of voting is not
over five miles from such settle-
ment or mining camp, shall, by
proclamation, establish an election
precinct in such settlement or min-
ing camp, designating thé bound- -
aries of the same and the place at
:l;éch elections therein shall be

eld,

SEC. 26. That all Jaws and parts

of laws of said Territory relating to
suffrage or in conflict herewith are
‘hereby repealed.

threats, menace, er force, or any
corrupt means or device at or pre-
vious to any election held pursuant
to this act, toward any elector, to
hinder or defer him from voting at
such’ election, or shall attempt by
any means whatever to awe, res-
train, hinder or disturb any elector
in the free exercise of the right of
suffrage, or shail, after the election,
threaten, vete for, or in any manner

take part in, the excommuniecation
of any person from any echureh, or
organization called a church, on
aceount of sueh 'person having
voted for, or omitted to vete for,
any particular person or persons at

than once at any election, or shall
knowingly hand in two or more
tickets folded together, or shall
attempt to vote more than once at
the same election; or knewingly
vote at a place where he has no
lawful right to vote, or knowingly
vote without having the right to
vote, or shall attempt to so vote,
guch person shall, upon conviction,
be punished by a fine not exceed
ing two thousand dollars, or by im-
prisonment not more than three
years, or by both, and shall pay the
¢ists of the prosecution.

- Sec. 24, That if any judge or
clerk of an election shall, previous
to putting the ballot of any elector
in the ballot box, attempt to pry
into or find out any name or names
on such ballot which shall have
been handed in by said elector in a
 folded form, or if any judge or
clerk of any election shall. Gpen

OOERESP ONDENCE.,

Tha Non-Enforcement of Law an
Ewvil,

CuNTERVILLE, Davis Co.,
Feb. 7, 1876.

Editor Deseret News:

Many people clamour for more
law whken they do not enforce
one half the law already upon our
statute book, although I am wil-
ling to admit that not one out of
twenty of the citizens of our Terri-
tory have it in their reach to know
what the laws of our Territory are,
for it is very difficult for even the -
acting officers of the Territory to
obtain  them for love or money.
[t seems rather severe to punish
people for breaking laws when
they have mno means of know-
ing them until sentence is passed
upon them. Not wishing to find
fault with the powers that be, I
would suggest for the consider-
ation of our representatives that the
statutes of our Territory be revised
and printed and fer sale at a price
and in suflicient number that any
citizen ean purchase. 1 do not wish
to be understood that more legis-
lation is not necessary, for the grow-
ing interest and rapid development
of our Territory ‘certainly demand
new enactments, and in many in-
stances a revision of some already
enacted. I do not consider that
the representatives of the people

or suffer the folded - ballot ef
an elector which has been hand-

such election; and said court shall|ed in to the board of judges to

be opened or examined previous to
Eut.t.ing the same into the ballot

ox, or if any judge or clerk of an
election shall make or place any
mark or device on any felded bal-

Delegate to Congress, for members | lot, which has been handed in to

the board of judges by any elector,
with the wview to ascertain the
name of any person or persons for
whom such elector shall have voted
at any such election,or if any judge
or clerk of an election, without the
consent of the elector, shall disclose
the name of any person or persons
which such judge or clerk shall

are to blame that we have not the
necessary laws to meet the present
wants, for they have labored assidu-
ously each session of the Legisla-
tive Assembly to provide the neces-
sary laws to meet the exigencies of
the times, and too often, after
their careful and indefatigable de-
liberations of forty days, they
have been made to realize the
force of the almighty veto pow-
er vested in the governor in the
nullifying of everything they have
dore that would have been of any
worth to their eonstituents.

Many agriculturists complain of
the stock raisers in their vicinity,
that their crops are invariably more.

cers not before mentioned, in form | have fraudulently or illegally dis-| or less destroyed by stock, and their



