The work of the statistical dlvision
of the Department of Agrlculture deals
with all that relates to the econo-
mics of farming. The main purpose of
its montbly reports Is to keep the
‘fapmers informed as fully a8 possible of
all matters buviog any influence upon
the worid’s markets ino which
tbeir products flud eale, Its
publicativns relate  especially to
the commercial elde of farming.
It is therefore of profound importance
and vita) concern Lo the farmers of the
United Btates, wbo represent nearly
one half of our populstion, and also of
direct interest to the who!e country,
that the work of this divislon be ef-
ficlently performed and Lhat the infor-
mation it has gatbhered he promptly
diffused. [t 1s a matter for coungratula-
tion to know what the Beorstury will
not apare any effort to make this part
of his work thoroughly usetul.

In the year 1839 tbe Congress appro-

. prilated $1000 to be taken from the patent
office funds tor the purpose of collecting
and distributing rare and improved
varieties of seeds and for prosecuting
asgtioultural investigatiols and proour-
ing agricultural statistics. From tbie
small beginning the seed uivieion ot
the Department of Agricultute has
grown to 118 present unwieldy and un-
justifiably extravagant proportions.
During the Jast flscal year Lbe cout of
pesds purcbased wus $06,648.81, The
remainder of its appropriation of $125,-
(00 was vxpended in putting them up
and distributing them. Ltsurely never
could bave entered the minds of those
who tirst sanctioned appropriations of
public money for the purchase of new
and imptovedvarieties of seeds for grat-
uitous distribufion that (rom thisshouid
grow large appropriations for the pur-
chase and distribution by members of
Congresa of ordinary seeds, bulbs and
ouitings wbich are common in all the
stutes and territorles and everywhere
eanlly obtaineble at low prices. JIn
each etate and territory an agricultural
experiment statlon has beea eatab-
lisheu. These statlous, by their very
charecier and npame, Aare tbe proper
agencies so experiment with and test
new varletles of syede, and yet thie In-
discriminate and waeletu] distribution
by legislntion and legislatores continues
answering no purpuse uopless it be to
remind constituents that their repre-
gentatives are wlilling to remembeyr
them with gratitude at public cuet,
Under the eanction of existing legisla-
tion there was gent out from Lha
Agricultural Depariment during the
last flscal year envugh of owbbage
seed to piant 18,200 acres of lund; a
eufficient quantity of beans Lo plant
4,000 acrer; beet seed envagh to plant
2,500 acrer; sweet corn enough to plant
7,600 acrer; ruflicient cucumber seed
to cover 2,026 aores with vines; and
enough musk melou jand water mnelon
seeds to plapt 2,676 uores. The total
quawntity of flour and vegetable seeds
thus distributed was contuined in more
than vine mijlllon puckages und tbey
were sufficient ir pianted to
cover B9,566 actes of land.
In view of these facls, this enormous
expenditure witbout legitimate returns
of benefit pught to be - sbolished.
Antioipating & cousummution so manj-
festiy !n the intereats of yood admlinis-
tration, more than $100,000 has been
strlcken Irom the estimate made to
.cover thle object for the yesr
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maining $3,5600 of the estimate be
confiped strictly te the purchase of
new hwud improved varleties of seeds
and these be distributed tbrougb the
experimental stations, Thus the seed
will be tested und mfter the test has
been completed by the experiment
station, the propagation of the useful
varivtiee and the rejectlon of the
eafely valueless may he lefi to the com-
moneense people.

Economy in public expenditute is &
duty that canoot innocentty be ne-
glected by tbore intrusted with the
control of eney drawn from the peo-
ple tor public uses. it must be con-
fessed Lhat our apparently endless re-
sources, the fimiliarity of our poople
with immense accumulations of
wealth, tbe growing sectiment among
tnem tbat the expenditure of money
should be in some manuer to tbeil im-
medlate and personal advantage, the
indirect and almost stealtby manner
in which a large part of out taxes are

exected, and a degenerated wpunse
of offiglal acconntability bave
led to Rrowing  extravagance
in governmental appropriations.

At this time, when a depleted public
treasury confronts us, wben manpy of
our people are enguged in a hard
struggle for the necesuaries f life, and
when entorced economy is preesing
upon the great mass of our country-
men, I desite to urge with all the
eatnealness atl my command that con-
gressjonal legislation be so limited by
strict economy &8 to exhiblt an appre-
ciation of the condition of the treasury
and & sympatby with the strained cir-
cumstances of our fellow-citizens. The
duty of pubile economy 1s also of im-
mense importance in ita ultimate and
necessary relation to tbe task now iu
hand of providing revenue to meet
guvernment eXxpenajtures and Yot re
ducing the people’s burden of Federal
taxation.

Alter n hard struggle, tarlfl reform
ia directly before us. Nothing so im-
pertant claims our sttentlon and notb-
1ng eo olesr]ly presents iteell as both an
opportunity and a dut¥y—an opportun-
ity to deserve the gratitude of our
fellow-oltizens, a dJuty imposed upon
us by our oft-repeated proferrions, and
by the emphatic mandate of the people.
After full discussion our gountrymen
have apoken in favor of this reform,
and tbey have confided the work of its
nccomplishment to the hands of those
who are solemnly pledged to 1t. If

there is anything ln tbe theory of a-

representation In public  places
ol. the people and thelr de-
slres, If political officers are really

the servants of the people, and If po-
l1tical promises and professione have
any binding force, opr railure to give
the reilet 8o long nwaited will be sheer
recreancy. Nothiag should intervene
to distract our nttention or disturb our
eftort until this teforin is secompliched
by wilse nnd careful legislation. While
we sbould staunchiy adbere to the
priceiple that only the uecessity of
revenue justifies the Imposiiiva of
tariff duties sbd other Federal laxa-
oo, and that they should be limited
by strlct econumy, we cannot close our
eyes to the fact that conditions have
grown Up among us which in justice
and fatrness call for diecriminstiog
cate in the distribution of such dutles

Manifestly if we are to ald the people
directly through tatiff reform, one of
its most obvlous features should be &
reduoction in the preseut tariff charges
upon the* necessariea of lire. The
henefits of such A reduotion would he
palpably apd subsiantinlly seen and
telt by thousands who would be beiter
fed and better clothed and betier
sheltered. These giits should be the
willing benefactions of a government
whose highest function ia tbe promo-
tion of the welfare of the people. Not
less clowely related to out people’s pros-
perity and well-belug I8 the re-
moval of the restrictions upon
the impottation of raw material’
neceasaly to our msnulacterers,
The world should be open to our
petional Ingenulty and enterprise.

Tbis cannot be while Federal legisla-

tion through the imposition of a high

turtf? forbids to American manufactur
ers as chenp muterinls as those used.
by their competitors. Itisquiteobvious
that the enhancement of the price of
out mauufactured products resulting
trom this policy not only confines the
matket lor these products within our

own borders, to the direct dissd-
vantage of our manufacturers, but slso
focreases their cost to our citizens.

The interesis of labor are oertainiy

though Indireetiy iovolved in this
feature of our tarift syvtem. The
sharp competition and  nctive

struggle among our manufacturers

to  supply tme lmited demand

for their goods voon fli) the narrow

murket to which they are confined.

Then follows o suepension of working

mille and factories, a discharge of em-

ployes, & dJlatress In the homes of our

workmes, Kven If the ofien disproved

assortion couid be made good that a

lower tnte of wages wenld result from

free raw materiala and low tariff duties,

the iutelligence of cur workingmen

leads tbem quickly to discover that

their sleady employment if permitted

by free mulerials is the most Important

factot In tueir relation to tariff legisla.

tlon.

A measure has been prepared by the
uppropriate Coogressional committes
embodying tariff reform on the lines
herein suggested, which will be
promptly eubmitted for legislative ac-
tion. Lt is the result of much putrlotic
and unselflsh wotk and I believe it
deals with its subject as coneistently
and thotoughly as existing conditlons
permit. I am satlefied that the re-
duced tariff duties provided for In tbe
propused legtelatlon, added to exlsting
interual revenue taxution, will witbhin
the npear futute, though perhaps not
immediately,progucesufficienttevehue
to meel the needs of the goVernment.
The committee, after full consideration
and to provide against a tempotaty de-
ficiency which may exist befors the
pasineas of the country edjusts itsell
to the new tarifl schedules, have wise-
ly embraged In their plsn a few ad-
ditlonai intetnal revenue taXes, includ-
Ing a small tax upon jucomea derived
from cerlaln corporations. These new
assessments are nol only absolutely
just nod easily borne,but they have the
jurther meane of belng such 88 can be
remitted without unfavorable businews
dieturbances whenever the necceslty
of their imposltion is no longer exlat-
ing.

%n my great desire fur the duccess of



