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EDITORIALS.

AERIAL TELEGRAPHY.

——— =

TuE latest development in the art
of telegraphy is a plan for estab-
lishing communiecation by electric
currents without the use of con-
necting wires. Some experiments
have been made in West Virginia,
by Professor Loomis, which were
thoroughly successful. The plan
is based on the theory of electric
currents in the upper atmosphere,
and that communication really
takes place, not over the wires but
through the ground. A wire is run
up to a certain altitude, reaching a
particular current, another wire at
4 distance is erected at a similar
elevation to touch the same current,
when communieatior is at once es-
tablished without any other con-

nection. _

Professor Loomis also sentup two
kites at a distance from each ether
of eleven miles. A fine copper
wire was substituted, in each case,
tor the string. As soon as they
both reached the same current com-
munication was made immedi-
ately over that distance; by means
of the Morse instrument and one
invented by L.oomis.

The gentleman has conceived the
idea, which he wiil proceed to put
into practical operation, of testing
this method of aerial telegraphy by
experiments from one of the high-
est, peaks of the Alps, in Europe,
wnd a point ef a similar altitude iu
the Roucky Mountains, in America.
Money has been advanced by par-
ties interested in this remarkable
system, and if these experiments
prove successful, another great rev-
- olution in our method of communi-
cation will be inaugurated.

It is not at all improbable that |

acrial telegraphy may yet be sub-
stituted for the system of sub-ma-
rine eables, and also for the wires
and lines at long distances on land.
slow far electrical changes in the
atmosphere will effect this plan
does not yet appear., But if the sys-
tewn isactually practicable, experi-
.ence will point out remedies for the
difliculties which stand in its way,
and although wires will doubtless
be keptin use for a long time, es- |
pecially for short distances, the
cheapness of the new method and
the facility with which it can be
introduced into any part of gthe
world, will pave the way to ils
adoption and ultimate triumph
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COOK ON THE FAMILY LIFE.

IN his Boston lecture on “Infidel
Attack on the Family,” te which
we made some reference last Thurs-
day, Rev. Joseph Cook called up
three ancient virtuous women to
Jook into the eyes of the free lovers
of modern times. All these exam-
ples cited by the lecturer were pa-
gans,

Could pnot a Christian minister |

fiod any Bible exemplars as evi-
dence of the beauties and benefits
of the family condition? Are there
no Scripture heroines who could
look into the eyes of the anti-family
philozophers? Where are Hannah
the mother of Samuel, Ruth the
daughter of Naomi, Miriam the sis-
ter of Moses, Richel and Leah the
children of Laban, Sarah the wife
of Abraham the patriarch? Are
they not worthy to stand up on a
level with Phocion’s wife, with
Panthea and the filial Pompeiian

daughter? It is rather strange that
a preacher of the gospel must go to
heathendom alone for hisexamples,
one of whom was a suicide.

But it is evident the cit=tion of
the Hebrew women wuld have
proved too much; hence the 7y were

.,,uian

Mr. Cook professedly defends ““the
scriptural ideas concerning marri-

-~ Instriking a blow at plural mar-
riage, preachers open the way for
the attacks of so-called secial refor-
mers upon the whole marriage sys-
tem, and the con
tion of the family life with its joys, |
refinements, restraints and endear
ments, and its heavenly ties which
bind humanity together and tend
to the elevation and progress of the

and suicidal,
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PIRACY AND LETTERS OF

THERE seems to be considerable

Treaty of Paris can issue letters of
marque, according to the declara-
tion of that treaty that, ““privateer-
ing is and remains abolished.”

But persons who Lave made a| tjcle itself than was evoked by the
specialty of the study of interna-|.ytracts fhat preceded it.
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lﬂ‘l’hﬂl‘!, it is the property of the

belligerent power under whose au-
thority it was seized. Even if re-
taken it becomes the property of
the government under whose flag
it i3 recaptured, and not of the ori-
| owners. It retaken,however,
before it is condemned by a prize
court, itreverts to the proper pro-
rietors.
A privateer is not a pirate in the
legal sense, unless it sails under
letters of marque from both bellig-
erents. A pirate preys upon the
seas without any commission from
a power at war. Prisoners captured
on commissioned privateers are
subject te the same conditions as
risoners of war in the regular
orces, naval and military. Pirates
may be hung up at the yard arm
whenever captured. .

It has been shown that vessels of
war from neutral ports can be fitted
out without technical violation of
international laws. For instance,
Ruossia might buy a vessel in an
American port, unarmed, but
equipped in such a way thatit
could be used for war if manned
and fitted with the necessary
armament. Sailing from the port,
over three miles from the shore, it

munition and men from another
ship, and proceed forth on jts mis-
sion of death and capture or de-
struction, commanded by a Russian

It would thus become a regular
Russian war ship.
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anger
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| ated by the extracts given in ad-

FEOUDE AND RELIGIOUS UN-

could then receive its guns and am- | j

documents, it is astonishiog that
the elements of Christendom have
adhered so much and so long as
they have. Tacit submission to
dogmatic assumption, the power of
the gospel ef force, the ignorance of
the masses, the union of perverted
churches with despotic States, and
the slow development of general
human thought for centuries; have
kept mankind in the grooves mark-
ed by the machinery of ecclesiasti-
cism, and held the world in the
meshes of priestcraft.

The recent controversy on eternal
punishment is anillustration of the
lack of knowledge that obtains,
among professedly authorized ex-
pounders of divime truth, in regard
to matters that a few years ago
scarcely raised a doubt, and shows
the truth of the remark we have
quoted from Froude.

But is not this an undesirable,
even a lamentable condition of
religious affairs? Endless disputes
and no recognized standard. Doubt
ruling, faith dethroned. The ex-
istence of God and the soul of man,
the future life, the object of present
existence, the accountability for
human actions, the doctrines of
retribution, redemption, eternal
ustice, and the triumpt of right,
all open questions involved in per-
plexing uncertainty. Verily this
is & poorshowing, after many cen-
turies of Christian dogmatism!

Isaiah, the Hebrew prophet,
speaks of the time when *“‘the earth
shall be full of the knowledge of
God,” when ‘“All shall know him
from the leasi to the greatest.” It
is very evident to those who think
as well as believe thav this can
never transpire without further re-
velation, and the re-establishment
of legitimate authoritative teach-
ing. As the New York Herald
remarked, when referring to the
state of things described by Froude,
¢‘the world never needed ‘thus
saith the Lord’ as much as now.”
Yet the theologians of the times
are more hostile to any expression
of a probability of such a revival of
divine communication than the
masses of the people. They assume
the position that revelation not
only became silent some hundreds

of years ago but that its cessatien

sation when read in full as was cre-

CERTAINTIES.

TuE article written by Froude the
historian for the Jnternational Re-
vance of its publication, with the
comaments of leading journals, And
indeed the name of the author

of privateering, about

which an article has already ap-|,, «3cience and Theology, Ancient

peared in this paper. The London | ., 4 Modern,” gave it prominence
Zimes publishes an article showing

the signatories to the

view, will not cause as great a sen-

rather than the merits of the article
and caused its assertions to be view-
ed with so much conecern. The
most striking portions of it bave al-

ready been given to the public, and
little more, if as much, comment

tional law, take a different view of

the matter,

And it appears from

their construetion of its principles

Altheugh
no right to
ceive letters

ligerent, yet the

that privateering is not only pos-
gible in the event of a war between

England and Russia, but almost
certain to form an important fea-
ture in the conflict.
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creating what they may entitle a
voluntary marine, commit depre-
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ture of the
They may
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as such, rev
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property of thesubjeetsof the other,
wherever found upon the high seas.

Prize courts form a curious fea-
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would, in the instance in question,
be already declared, the treaty, so

mount to nothing.

The effect of the coutemplated
war would be to drive most of the
trade
For the merchant-men
under the English flag would be

into American

truction from the Rus-

privateers, and the commer-
cial ships under the Russian flag,
to a similar fate from the English
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to the private

privaleering. |
e established by a bel-

ligerent in neutral ports, and de-
cide whether a, vessel captured is a
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erts no more to the

will probably be made over tho ar-

It is well written, and the his-

tory of the rise and progress of
Greek philosophy, culminating in
the theories of the Roman Lucre-
tius establishing the sovereiguty of
science and the fallacies of pagan-
ism, exhibits the skill of the prac-
ticed histerian, while his sketch of
| the swift advancement in scientifie

thought and the rapid develop-

ments of the last half century, with
| its almost corresponding departure
from the standards of religious
faith and ecclesiastical authority,
show much thought and a jost ap-
preciation of modern advancement
on the one hand and retrogression
on the other.

Still there is a feeling of disap-
pointment experienced by tbe
reader at the abrupt conclusion of
the article, and it bears the impres-
sionlof an opening chaptertoa work
of which it merely foreshadows the
design.

There is one remark on which
we offer a few words of comment,
it is uhis:

““The universal assent which con
stitutes certainty has been dissolv-
ed into the cenflieting sentiments
of individual thinkers.”

This rightly represents the chaos
into which modern Christianity is
drifting. It is the consequence of
the absence of legitimate sacerdo-
tal authority. Without a prophet,
without a priest divinely autheriz-
ed, without communpication from
the Almighty, except the dead let-
ter of past revelation translated by
uninspired and biased human learn-

was final, that ““‘the awtul voice of
prophecy is closed for eyer,” and
that no matter how tangled up in

miseonception, uncertainty and

human fallacies mankind may be-

come, the Eternal Father will never
speak again to his earthly children
and instruet them from on high.
It was ever thus. BSelf-constituted

administrators of divine tiuths and
ordinances always opposed the
actual word, anthority and designs
of heaven. They slew the prophets
of old, they were the real crucifiers
of the Christ., They instigated the
murder of Joseph and Hyrum, the
prophet and patriarch of fhe nine-
teenth century, and they stir up
hatred and strife against these who
have the word of the Lord for the
people of the present age.

But the Church, whose central
point is in this Territory, has the
consolation, amidst the doubts,con-
tentions and infidelity of the
times, that a standard of truth is
again set up on the earth, to which,
ere long, the honest hearted and
fair minded of every mation will
gather. That certainly can be at

sweep away the refuge of lies, the
power of priestcraft and the soul-
fetters of the deceiver. Then the
fogs of uncertainty will be lifted,
skepticism will be glain, and faith
will mount the throne of the hu-
man heart; the vail of the covering
will be withdrawn, and the bright
realities of the higher spheres will
be as demonstrable as the plainest

rinciples of the exact sciences.

he dense mind may mock at the
saying, but as sure as light dissi-
pates darkness, so sure will that
which people call “Mormonism?”’
be the means of effecting these
grand results.

—— A - AP—
EDITORIAL NOTES.

A new disease is attacking the
h orses and hogs in some parts of Il-
linois. It is very rapid initscourse
and alarmingly fatal: Itisa Kind
of paralyeis, aflecting the brain, and
animals in good health at night,
when attacked will die next morn-
ing. No remedy has yet been dis-
covered. '

Russia has purchased a death-
dealing invention from BSweden.,
It can be fixed in the maintop of a
vessel, and being worked like play-
ing a pianoforte, and turned in a
circle, it will sweep the decks or
fortifications of the enemy, scatter-
ing missiles like jets of water from
a garden hose in.any desired direc-
tion.

One of the suburbs of 8t. Louis
was treated last week to a shower
of lizards, leeches, crawfish, bass,
salmon, catfish, croppies, sunfish,
etc. The downfall continued about
an hour and covered about 80 acres
of ground. After the storm they
were carried away by the cart load.
The Journal statea thut the facts
are thoroughly authenticated.

A tramp tried to steal a ride on a
freight train at Oxford, N. Y., the
other night. In attempting to jump
off while the ecars were in motion,
his clething was caught by a hook
on the side of the car, where he
hung for three miles. He expected
every minule to be dashed to
pieces, but escaped witheut a
scra

It is thought that the first point of

attack by the Russians, in the event
of a war with Great Britain, will be
Vancouver’s Island. Recently pre-
parations have been made to de-
fend its harbors from assault and
volunteers have been mustered into
the service. The only Biitish na-
val yard on the eastern shores of
the Pacific, is on that Island,

While the Great Powers of Eu-
rope are experimenting on arms
and munitions of war, the little
kingdom of SBweden is not idle. A
rifle has been brought out in that
country which will shoot accurately
twenty-seven times a minute a
distance of 1,650 yards. What na-
tiun?mn beat that for a shooting
iron

Diphtheria has committed great
ravages lately in other places be-
sides Utah. Out of 900 cases in
Pittsburgh during a year past, 400
have ended fatally. Imperfect and
obstructed sewerage is believed to
bave been the primal cause of the

tained in regard to nuamerous ques-
tions that now agitate the religious
world. That while individual
thought need not be cramped nor
personal freedom be in the least
curtailed, there is in the Churech
an authoritative priesthood, hold-
ing the keys of revelation, which
form the end of controversy. And
that the spirit which meved upon
the face of the unformed and ne-
bulous mass in the beginning and
brought light out of darkness, that
manifests the deep things of God,
bears witness of the Father and
the Son, and guides unto all truth,
is now ready to give sure testimon
and make plain the path of
salvation toall who will comply
with the necessary conditions to its
reception.

What has been revealed in this
age of uncertainties forms a safe
guide for the present, and when the
world is ready for the outpouring,
the word of the Lord will unfold
hidden mysteries, disclose the
principles around which human
folly has woven the webs of obscur-
ity, reveal things kept secret from
the foundations of the world and
flood the earth with celestial light
from the glorious sun of righteous-
neas.

““To-day, the wicked will do
wickedly, and none of the wicked
shall understand; but the wise
shall understand.” Buat the time

ing from imperfectly authenticated

is coming when judgment will

| ought to be opened for Utah

| Power.

disease in that city. There is no
doubt that most epidemics can be
traced to deficient drainage,tainted
water and decaying vegetable mat-
ter suffered to remain on the surface
of the ground.

California has been smitten with
the potato disease. It goes through
the fields in streaks and attacks
some rows of the growing tubers
with a kind of vegetable small pox,
Jeaving other rows untouched. The
cause of the complaint has mot yet
been determined, and it takes an
experienced potatoist to detect the

Y | diseased “murphies” without cut-

ting them open, as they feel firm
and look as well as the sound ones,
[f the blight spreads a good marﬁet
pota-
toes, which are the finest in the
world.

Britain has'#een invaded! But
it is ne Russian horde, or Fenian
band, or continental troops of any
The interlopers hail from
America, and are in the dreaded
form of the potato bug. Misfortune
never eomes alone, it is said, and
the devouring pest has chosen
Wales, of all places in the world,
for its ravages; afflicted Wales,
where famine already stares thou-

sands in the face, and pinches
many nigh to death, What new
calamity is in store for the poor
Principality?



