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theabe memenin the origin of this feeling is
probably found in the refusal of this
government to give recognition toabeto the

1 congressional party before it had es-
tablished itself in the seizure of the

itata for alleged violation of the
neutrality law in the cable incident
and in the charge that admiral brownbrown
conveyed information to valparaiso of
the landing at quinterosQuint eroe it toIs not
my purpose to enter here any defense
of the action of the government in

t these matters it is enough for the
present purpose to say that if there was
any breach of international courtesy
or duty on our part it should have
been made the subject of official com-
plaint through diplomatic channels or
of reprisals for which full responsibility
is18 assumed we cannot consent that
thewthese incidents and these perversions
of truth shall be used to excite a mur

J derousrous attack upon our unoffending
sailorshors and the government of chile go
aacquitteduit d of resresponsibilitynotability in fact the
conduct of this government during the
war in chile pursued those lines of

international duty which we bad so
f strongly insisted upon on the part of

other nations when this country was
in the throes of civil conflict we
continued to establish diplomatic re-
lations with the government in power
until it was overthrown and promptly
and cordially recognized the new gov

jernment when it was established the
r good offices of the government were
f offered to bring about a peaceful ad

and the interposition of
eganan to mitigate its severity andami
shelter the adherents of the congres-
sional party were effective and fre
quent the charge against admiral
silentjbrownrown Is too base to gain credence
with any one who knows his high pro-
fessionalfessiofessionalual character

AT ONE TIME

recurring to the evidence of our
bailersbailorsBailail lorsorsI think it Is shown that there were
several distinct assaults and so nearly
simultaneous as to show that they did
not spread from one point the press
summary of the report of the procura-
tor flomfiscal shows evidence that the

f chileanabilean officials and others are in16 con-
flictbiet as to the place of origin several
places being named by different wit
giessel as the locality where the first
outbreak occurred thisthip itif correctly
reported shows that there were several
distinct outbreaks and so nearly at the
same time as to causo this confusion
la patriciafabra in the same issue from
which I1 have quoted after describing
the killing of rigginbiggin and the fight
which from that point extended to the
mole says

gatat the same time in other streets of
the port yankee sailors fought flerfiercelycely
with the people of the town who be
lieveld to see in them the incarnate
enemies of the chilean navy 22

the testimony of captain jenkins of
the american mercmerchantemerch antThanf ship ke

12 which hadbad gone to
so for repairs and who waswag a witness
to some part of the assault upon the

Baltimores crew is strongly cor-
roborative of the testimony of our own
sailors when he says that he saw the
chilean sentries drive back the seamen
seeking shelter upon the mob that was
pursuing them the officers and men
of captain jenkins ship furnish the
most conclusive testimony as to the in
dignities practiced towards americans

anin valparaiso when american

sailorsBailors even of merchant ships can
only secure their safety by denying
their nationality it must be time to
readjust our relations with a govern-
ment that permits such demonstrations

participation OF THE POLICE

As to the participation of the police
the evidence of our sailors shows that
our men were struck and beaten by the
police officers before and after arrest
and that one at least was dragged with
a lasso about his neck by a mounted
policeman that the death of rigginbiggin
was the result of a rifle shot fired by a
policeman or soldier on dutyduly is shown
directly by the testimony of johnsonJ
in whose arms he waswae at the time and
by the evidence of charles langon
an American sailor not then a member
of the Baltibaltimoremorel crew who stood
close by and saw the transaction
the chilean authorities do not
pretend to fix the responsibility
of this shot upon any particu-
lar person but avow their in-
ability to ascertain who fired it fur-
ther than that it was fired from the
crowd the character of the wound
as described by one of the surgeons of
the baltimore clearly supports his
opinion that it was made by a rifle
ball the orifice of the exit being as
much as an inch or an inch and a
quarter in width when shot the
poor fellow was unconscious and in
the arms of a comrade who was en-
deavoringdeavo ring to carry him to a neighbor-
ing drug store for treatment the
story of the police that in comingcoining up
the street they pawedpassed those men and
left them behind them is inconsistent
with their own statement as to the
direction of their approach and with
their duty to protect them and is
clearly disproved in fact rigginbiggin
was not behind but in front of the ad-
vancing force and not standing in the
crowd but unconscious and supported
in the arms of johnson when shot

conclusionOON CLUSTON

the following isin the concluding por-
tion of the presidents message on the
chilean question after summarizing
the correspondence up to a certain
point he says communication from
the chilean government in relation to
this cruel and disastrous attack upon
our men as will appear from the cor-
respondence has not in any degree
taken a form of manly and satisfactory
expression of regret much less
apology the event was of so serious
a character thatis the injuries suffered
by our men had been wholly the result
of an accident in the chilean port the
incident would have been grave
enough to have called for some public
expression of sympathy and regret
from the local authorities it tois not
enough to say that the incident
is regretted as long as it is coupled
with the statement that it
was an affair not unusual
in ports where foreign sailors are ac-
customedcus tomed to meet it is not for a gen-
erous aud sincere government to seek
for words of small or equivocal mean-
ing in which to convey to a friendly
power an apology for an offense so
atrocious as this in the case of an
assault bytheby the mob in new orleans
upon the spanish consulate in 1851

webster wrote to the spanish min-
ister calderon that the acts com-
plained of were a disgraceful and
flagrant breach of duty and propriety

and that his government regrets
them as deeply as minister calderon
or his government could possibly do
that I1 these acts have caused the presi-
dent great pain and he thinks a proper
acknowledgment due to her memajestyjesty
he invited the spanish consul to re-
turn to his post guaranteeing protec-
tion and offering to salute the spanish
flag if the consul should come in a
spanish vessel such treatment bythe
government of chile of this assault
would have been more creditable to
the chilean authorities and much less
can hardly be satisfactory to a gov-
ernment that values its dignity and
honor
INiff OUR NOTE OF OCTOBER LAST

which appears in the correspondence
after receiving the report of the board
of officers appointed by captain schley
to investigate the affair the chilean
government was advised of the aspect
which it then assumed and called
upon for any facts in its possession that
might tend to modify the unfavorable
impressions which our report had
created it is very clear from the coicor-
respondence that before receipt of this
note the examination was regarded by
the police authorities as practically
closed it was however reopened
and protracted through a period
of nearly three months we
might justly have complained of this
unreasonable delay but in view of the
fact that the government of chile was
still provisional and with a disposition
to be forbearing and hopeful of a
friendly terminationtiou I1 have awaited
the report which but recently hasbaa been
made on the dinst I1 caused to
be communicated to the government
of chile by the american minister at
santiago the conclusions this govern-
ment after a full consideration of all
the evidence and every suggestion af-
fecting this matter and to these con-
clusionsclu I1 a there they were stated
as follows

first that the assault is not relieved
of the aspect which the early informa-
tion of the event gave to it viz that
it was an attack upon the uniform of
the united states navy having its
origin and motive in a feeling of hos-
tility to this government and not loin
any act of the sailors or any of them

second that the public authorities
of valparaiso flagrantly failed in their
duty to protect our men and that some
of the police and chilean soldiers and
sailors were themselves guilty of un-
provoked assaults upon our sailors be-
fore and after arrest he the presi-
dent thinks the preponderance of the
evidence and the inherent proba-
bilitiesbili ties lead to the conclusion that
biggin was killed by the police or sol-
diers

third that he the president is
therefore compelled to bring the case
back to the position taken by this gov-
ernment in the note of mr wharton of
october last and to ask for a suit
able apology and for some adequate
reparation for the injury done to this
government

THE OFFENSIVE MATTA NOTE

in the same note the attention of the
chilean government was called to the
offensive character ofef the note ad-
dressed by mattamalta the minister at this
capitalorcap the this dispatch
was not officially communicated to
this government but as montt was


