Q. .
PIGONEE
€ s (9

R PUE)UGATMNU

E.STAB LISHED

Written for this Paper.

WITH THE LAMANITES.

In reeponse 0 an jugwiry fegarding
tijs recent mission in the [ndian Terri.
tory, and the history and condition of
the native trive with which he was
beat acquainted, Elder Frank B.
Woodbury mede Lhe following report:

On the morning of Lthe lG6th of
Ociober, 1861, [ boarded the R. G. W,
trajn at Salt Lieke City and was roon
speeding on my way to the Indian
Territory, whither I bau been called
to bear the message of life and salva-
tion to & porlion of the house of [arael.
As I crossed the prairies of eastern
Colorado aud Kaneas I longed to pev n
mountaln, or even a hill, this being
my firat view of such & vast amount of
territory without a mountain to ob:
struct it o sny direotion. Afler vleit-
ing Pueblo and Xaneas City the
journey wae contisued, and on the
mortoing of Qetober 19ch I arrived at
Fart Gibsor, Indian Territory.

This fort was used during the war by
the (Qonfederates us8 a ilitary post,
and was for some time the home of
Jefferson Davis, president of the Con-
federacy, whose residence fs atjl)
standing, though it has been coneldered
unrafe ue & dwelling for some tim-.

From Fort Gibson we took stayge for
Manard, n distsnce of nine miles,
where resides the Hon. Wm. H.
Hendricks, with whom the Elders
alwnys find 8 home, When the Elders
firet weat there, having heen turned
away trom msny doors through preju-
dlce, Mr, Hendricks and his noble wife:
took them in apd made them welcome.

.An siternpt was made by the Elders
in 1861-82 to obtaln u tract of lasd on
which to erect a bullding for Church
and school purposes, but they falled in
this, and Mr. Hendrlcks [urnisbed
some jland and A house was huilt there-
on. This 14 fhe ouly meeting house
owned by the Balnts la the territory.
There they can hold meetings when
they chosse, Many of the other
churober snd ecboolhouses are closed
agatnat Lhem.

Un tre way fromn Fort Qibson lo
Manard Lhe National cemetery is
passed, It is enclosed by & rock wall
ahout fve feel high. Ineide
stunds & nice stone ootlage, where
the su perintendent, Mr. J. B. Dixon,
resldes. Tbe cemetery contuine s frac-
tion over five nofes of land, in whioh
are Interred the remalns of 2449
suldiers, 2123 of whom are unkoowp.
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The graveled walke are lined with =
variely of shade trees and fiowers.
A mong other trees are the box slder,
cottonwood, poplar, ptalfs, sllver maple
and wild locuat—all natives of the
territury,though not a8 common as the |
oak, ot which there are about five or
8jx varjeties, the hickory, the pecan,
ele,

The Indisn Territory, which lies
went of Arkansas, and betweeu Kan-
san abd Texas, was a portion of the
Lioujsiana purchase, and was set apart
for the celonization of peaceful Inuian
tribes, There is no territorial guvern-
ment, each tribe or nation having the
mansgement of its own aftairs, Okla-
homs I8 8 tract of lanu which was
oeded to lthe Upited 8Stiates by the
Creeks and Semipoles in 1866 (o be
“‘paed a3 haomes for such other olvilized
Ipdians as the Uniled States 1oay
choose to settie thereon.’” In 1889 this
traot was thrown opeD [of setllement
by the whites, and was the signal tor
a Turh ef settleis such asthad never been
previowsly known. Otiher tracts have
been eince thrown open to settiers snd
added to Oklabowma, until now jt ls
large enough aud hue s population en-
titling it to statehoou. It was situated
in the northern portion of the territory.
The five oivilized tribes—Cherokee,
Chootaw, Chickasaw, Creek and Bemi-
noie—occupy the eastern and aouthern
portions of the territory, while the
semi-civilized trives—Qsages, Chey-
enues, Arapahous, Comanohes,
Apaches, Pawnees, Kiowas aud other
atnalier tribes oecopy the west and
porth, These tfihes have been laken
from their former locations and placed
here by the United sdiates government.

The first account we have of the
Cherokees 1s that in the yYeur 1620 they
were Jocated in Virginia, from which
pilace they wers aflerwards driven by
the Virginiane and foroed Lo retreat to
the Helsten river. The early, Chero-
kees claimed blood reiauonahfp with
the Powhatians, and their olsim is
well grounded, judging (rom tbe greal
afinilarity in their oustoms and charae-
teristics. 'The residence of the (hero-
kees on the Holsten river was or short
duration, for they were attacked by
the tribes from the north and driven
to the Little Tennessee, where they
again settled down and estsbilshed
themselves permaneutly. The Chero-
kees are supposed to have heen the
original inhahitants of the southeaat-
orfn siates, ue the other tribes appear to
have emilgrated from the Waest at oo

| conslsted of alxty-four towne,

very early perfod. It 18 claimed by
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some scleptiets thal these people are
the direct descendanis of the Mound
Builders, and as one proof of this they
point to the fact thatthese moundsare
more numerous In that porilon of
country once inhuabited hy the Chero-
kees than in any other part.

About the year 1700 thelr nation
Those
living in the upper Lowns, situated on
the Tellico and the Teunesses rivers,
were continuaily at war with the
Northern Indians, while those of Lhe
lower towns on the Qoopee and Havan-
nah rivers were harassed by the
Creeks, Nor did their trouble end
with their red brethren, for they were
also at war with the Frenchand Eng-

lish at different periods. From
theuse causes and the terri-
tle scourge of emallpox the

Cherokee were, in 1740, reduced from
seven thoupand to five thousand war-
riors. At this time they had not been
brought into contact with the whites to
any great extent,and were etillin their
wild, vocivillzed sinte. Their wurriors
were in the habit of having their heads
shaved, lesving only a small hunch on
the bagl part, which was ornamented
with plumes, while their ears were glit
and sdorned with long pendaots and
ringe. They are a very fine looking
people, and indeed they are asajd to
have heen the moat proud of any of the
Indjan trihes, This trait was especial-
ly exhibited in their early jintercourse
with the [Europeans, the warriors
refusing to sssociate with any but the
generais and sunerior cfficers of the
English and Frenoh armies.

The tirst treaty made by the Chero-
Keen wan with the Britieh government,
and was consummated nt Dover, June
30, 1721, aix chieta appearing before
@eorge the Third, and pledging thelr
tealty to bis majeaty. lin 1761 Henry
Timberlake, a lieutenant in the British
service, in order io cultivate frisndly
relatlone with the Cherokees, viasited
the towns on the Tellloo aud Tennessee
rivers and persusnded three powerfu)
chluitaios to accompany him to Eng-
land. They were presented to Grorge
the Third, belog lutroduced &8t court
by Colonel Beamer, Here they ex-
hibited a dignny and bearingin keep.
ing with their rang und influence as
representatives of w g Teat nation,

During the warof the Revolution
the Cherokees remained faithful and
were powerful allies of the Britisn un-
til after the war olueed, when they
ceased hostilitiea and agreed to a treaty
with the United Btalea government,



