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WITH THE

in response to an inquiry regarding
hlahis recent mission in thebe indian terri
toryto and the histohistory and condition of
the native tribe with which hehewwasas

bestbeat acquainted elder frank B
woodbury made the following report

on the morning of the of
october 1891 1I boarded the BR G W
train at saltbait lake city and was soon
speeding on my way to the indian
territory whither I1 hadbad been called
to bear the message of litelife and salva-
tion to a portion otof the house of israel
As I1 crossed the prairies of eastern
colorado and kansas I1 longed to see a
mountain or even a hill this being
my first view of such a vast amount of
territory without a mountain to ob-
struct it in any direction after visit-
ing pueblo and kansas city the
journey was contcontinuedcontinuainuiedo and on the
morning of october 19 ih I1 arrived at
fort gibson indian territory

r this fort was used during the war by
r the confederates as a military post

and was for some time the home otof
jefferson davis president of the con-
federacy whose residence is still
standing though it has been considered
unsafe as a dwelling for some time

promfrom fort gibson we took stage for
manard a distance of nine miles
where resides the hon wm H
hendricks with whom the elders
always findbud a home when the elders
first went there having been turned
away from many doors through prepreju-
dice

u
mr hendricksHendriok andsand his noble wife

took them in and made them welcome
an attempt was made by the elders
in 1891 92 to obtain a tract of land on
which to erect a building for church
and school purposes but they failed in
this and mr hendricksHendri furnished
some land and a house was built there-
on this isin the only meeting housebouse
owned by the saints in the territory
there they can holdbold meetings when
they choechoiseso many of the other
churches and schoolhouses are closed
against them

on ti e way from fore gibson to
manard the national cemetery is
pawedpassed it is enclosed by a rookrock wall

d about five feet high inside
stands a nice stone cottage where

t the superintendent mr J etR dixon
resiresidesdeiL the cemetery contains a frac-
tion over livefive soresacres of land in which
are interredinter rod the remains of 2449
soldierseoldiers 2128 of whom are unknown

the graveled walks are lined with a
variety of shade trees aid sowersflowers
among other trees are the box olderelder
cottonwood poplar pta afa silver maple
and wild locust all natives of the
terrterritorytury though not as common as the
oak of which there are about five or
six varieties the hickory the pecan
etc

the indian territory lies
west of arkansas and between kan-
sas and texas was a portion of the
louisiana purchase and waswaa set apart
for the of peaceful indian
tribes there is no territorial govern-
ment each tribe or nation having the
management of its own affairsaftalre okla-
homa is a tract of land which was
ceded to the united states by the
creeks and seminolesSemioSemiolesnoles in 1866 to be

used as homes for such other civilized
indiansindiana as the united states may
choose to settle thereonLb ereon 1I in 1889 this
tract was thrown open for settlement
by the whites and was the signal for
a rush ofsettlerssett leis such asibal never been
previously known other tracts have
been since thrown open to settlers and
added to oklahoma until now it Jsis
large enough and has a population en-
titling it to statehood it was situated
in the northern portion of the territory
the five civilized tribes cherokee
choctawChootaw chickasawChio kasaw creek and semi
nole occupy the eastern and southern
portions of the territory while the
semi civilized tribes chey
enticeenne Arapahoes Coma nobes
apachesapache pawneesPaw nees aud other
smaller tribes occupy the west and
north thesetheme tribes have been taken
from their former locations and placed
here by the united states government

the first account we have of the
cherokees Is that in the year 1620 they
were located in virginia from which
place they were afterwards driven by
the virginians and forced to retreat to
the moisten river the early abero
kees claimed blood relationshiprelationship with
the and their claim toIs
well grounded Judgjudgingirig from the great
similarity in their customs and charac-
teristicste the residence of the chero-
kees on the holstonholsten river was ot shortabort
duration for they were attacked by
the tribes from the north and driven
to the little tennessee where they
again settled down and established
themselves permanently the chero-
kees are supposed to have been the
original inhabitants of the southeast-
ern states as the other tribes appear to
have emigrated from the wotwest at no
very early period it toIs claimed by

some scientists that thosethese people are
the direct descendants of the mound
builders and asaa one proof of this they
point to the fact that these moumoundsode are
more numerous in that portion of
country once inhabited by the chero-
kees than in any other part

about the year 1700 their nation
consisted of sixty four tow wo those
living in the upper towns situated on
the tellicobellico and the tennessee rivers
were continually at war with the
northern indiansindiana while those of the
lower towns on the oconee and savan-
nah rivers were harassed by the
creeks nor did their trouble end
with their red brethren for they were
also at war with the french and engl-
ish at different periods promfrom
these causes and the terri-
ble scourge of0 smallpox the
cherokee were in 1740 reduced from
seven thousand to five thousand war
giors at this time they had not been
brought into contact with the whites to
any great exten tand were still in their
wild uncivilized state their warriors
were in the habit of having their heads
shavedcaved leaving only a small bunch on

the back part which was ornamented
with plumes while their ears were slitalit
and adorned with long pendantspennantspend ants and
rings they are a very fine looking
people and indeed they are said to
have been the most proud of any of the
indian tribes this trait was espeespecial-
ly

olal
exhibited in their early intercourse

with the europeans the warriors
refusing to associate with any but the
generals and superior officers of the
english and french armies

the first treaty made by the chero-
kees was with the british government
and was consummated at dover june
go80 1721 six kobiela appearing before
george therthe thirdhird and their
fealty to his majesty Uin 1761 henry
timberlake a lieutenant in the british
service in order to cultivate friendly
relations with the cherokees visited
the towns on the tellicobellico and tenntennesseeapse
rivers and persuaded three powerful

to accompany him to eng-
land they were presented to george
the third being introduced at court
by colonel beamer here they ex-
hibited a dignity and beariD gin keep-
ing with their rans and influence as
representatives of a great nation

during the waywar of the revolution
the cherokees remained faithful and
were powerful allies of the british un-
til after the war closed when they
ceased hostilities and agreed to fta tmtreaty

I1 with the united states govegovernment


