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on all sides of them and insurrection
tots of their own race soon produced a
division and the landand became over-
spread once more withwill war and blood-
shed the end of the strife in other
places did nutnot spread tranquility over
the indians home for many of the
worst characters and individuals whom
the war had brought forth and devel-
oped took refuge in this frontier land
and the nature of the indian is not to
lay aside revenge because of a coven-
anta of peace entered into by others
disagreeable and bloody scenes there-
fore continued for several years after
peace was declared and life and hap-
piness were not among the certainties

naturally the few saints were scat-
tered by these circumstances and
elders were not safe in traveling and
preaching among people whose natures
were thus trained elder richards
had taken part in the war and subse-
quently turned hisbis whole attention to
farming

april 1877 elders M W dalton
john hubbard of willard city and
robert lake part indian who
later on deserted hisbis companions
and anthony also part indian
arrived in the territory they again
opened the mission elder hubbard
died and was buried there elder

returned to his tribe and elder
dalton reached his home in utah in
november of the same year leaving
the mission abandoned butil april 16
1883 1 when apostle george teasdale
and elder dalton reopenedopenedre the field
the former came home october 1883
and elder joseph H felt of salt
lukelake city became the companion of
elder dalton and the labor was con-
tinued until april 1884 when both
returned home

in may the same year elders J
bale and frank Te isdale both of ne-
phi resumed efforts to establish a
permanent field lutbut they were forced
to return in september 1884 much im
paired in health

from the experiences these elders
encountered and the disadvantages
they had to contend with the principal
among which were chills and fefeverver
long journeys because of the scattered
condition ofdf the residents and the great
amount of indifference and contempt
generally accorded them when elders
andrew Kimballand jas QG West both
of this city journeyed thither in the
beginning of 1885 rhefhe past record of
the country they were going to did
not present a very encouraging picture
however they went to work confident-
ly and were making some headway
until the summer season advance dand
the dread annual epidemic chills and
fever overtook them as it had the
previous elders elder bests sick-
ness was the cause of hisbis release in
september 18851886 and elder kimball
remained alone for a few months and
finally recovered from his illness

s while waiting for more elders from
utah andrew traveled somewhat
with elder richards who had been
found shortly after elder kimball had
arrived in the cherokee nation in
1886 the mission was increased to four
ellerselders and in 1888 to six and eight in
1890 though there are but six there at
present

elder kimball remained laboring for
some twenty seven months and it
may be said that from the date of going

of those who went there in the winter
of 18861885 the mission commenced asan
permanent one year to twenty three
months has been the average period of
the individual labors there since thenethen
a few have reached two years

the indian territory mission has
had to cope with many disadvantages
some 24 elders have been there
since 1883 most of whom have had to
contend with sickness each year the
climate and country being so thorough-
ly billel with malaria which readily
attacks and prostratesprostratedprostrates portionspersons going
from a colder and healthier climate
but each succeeding year has been
productive of more encouraging re-
sults the work is enlarging and in
creasing by the experience of tilete
past the present missionaries are benedene
fitted and are escaping the ills of the
country

labor was first commenced in the
cherokee nation at present this na-
tion is well traversed affording a fair
field and kind and hospitable enter-
tainmenttainment generally the choctaw
and creek nations the choctaw es-
peciallyally also are visited the chicka-
saws and seminolesSemi noles have extended the
privilege of mission work in their
midst and an encouraging commence-
ment hasbaa been made this winter among
the former

the semi civilized usages would
have beenbeau labored with hadbad not the
agent prohibited the entrance of the
elders to their reservation also half a
dozen of small and intelligent tribes
in the northeast part of the territory
but for a similar refusal on the part of
the agent and minister who has gen-
eral supervision over them the in-
terestingte are among the latter
as the agent tilethe freedom
granted by their chief and council to
the elders

each of the many tribes hasbar a sep-
arate and distinct language yet a
similarity tois so manifest between three
or four of the dialects that they can
understand each other the elders do
not learn any of these langu agues as
english is used by the great majority it
is taught in the public schools and it
is only a condition for future years to
develop when all shall speak the one
language but one the cherokee
has a written language the alphabet of
which numbers eighty five characters
and was invented by one of their num-
ber in ththe early part of this century

the present prospects of the mission
are worthy of mention the scattered
condition of converts so far has made it
impracticable to organize branches but
before long the idea is to select a central
location and erect ftva conference house
where conferences m ly be held the
field of labor covers a large area of
country and the work of instructing
the people and laying before them the
principles of truth is rendered various
by the numerous remnants andaad di-
visions of tribes negroes and whites
the latter are a very roving clawclass
whom practices of renting and moving
nearly every year are not always of the
kind to produce harmony between the
races

the larger tribes govern their own
affairs formulate and execute laws for
the of their own citizens in
accordance with the general laws of
the united stattsstates government the lat-
ter government acting as by

having an agent to represent it and the
interest of its citizens within the indi-
an borders

therhe eldersrs now there are enjoying
good health and are in excellent
spirits

BIBLICAL CRITICISM SUBJECT TO

CRITICISM

we cannot deprecate any scientific
study of the bible in some of its de-
partmentspart ments such study is evidently of
the highest value in some it is indis-
pensablepensable without it we could not get
the correct text of the original scrip-
tures without it we could not translate
and interpret them with any certainty
and certainly we cannot deprecatedepie cate
that special form of the scientific study
of the bible called the higher criticism
this is the same process of critical ex-
amination applied toco the scriptures
which scholars apply to all other an-
cient literature and history to deter
mine their authenticity and dates
their scope relations andadd significance
we cannot assume that the scriptures
are exempt from such critical
study because they contain spe-
cial supernatural revelations of
godglod on the contrary their
contents make the most searchingarchingpe

study of them all the more important
the title higher criticism 2 now
prominent may seem to some a little
pretentious but the process is not new
or peculiar it is the same method em-
ployed in one department of biblical
study which is employed in all the
others and longjong before it took this
special title it bad brought out much
important knowledge now received by
scholars without dissent and embodied
in all the bestbeat commentariescom but while
we admit that the higher criticism ishs
legitimate and necessary and that it
has already rendered good service we
ought not to be forward to accept every
thing put forth in its name not even if
it is accepted by eminent scholars and
supportedBUpupported by considerable apparent
evidencevidence the testimony of experts
is indeed decisive in their special
ties because in these they alone
have competent knowledge it is de-
cisive in courts of justice where prop-
erty and life often depend on it and it
mmustuat be so in literary and historical
criticism even in the scriptures
where our knowledge of their meaning
and purpose must otter depend on it
but experts must be cross examined
and all the more severely because their
testimony is finally decisive they
must satisfy the court and jury and
in this case christian teachers are the
court and intelligent laymen are the
jury that they are expertsexper tc and that
they are not stating their guesswork or
theories but facts which they have
verified and the statements of all the
experts must essentially agree

so the higher criticism is itself sub-
ject to criticism it requires

its processes must be critic-
ally reviewed and its conclusions
critically verified before they emucan reas-
onably claim acceptance we willing-
ly concede to critical scholars every-
thing necessary to their inquiries
entire liberty all available material
and facilities the tentative use of
hypothesis and of every applicable
method employed in other sciences
and then we insist that they be scientific
and prove their work so far as they go


