THE DESERET

WEEEKLY.

ip the canyons hereahouts,
:lt:l‘::l :’lt:tgere told to be oo the lookout
for them;but s fter golng upthe canyon
several miles and not findiog ary we
inguired of & boy thal We Ioet where
the hieroglyphice Were licated, Hus
tace took ou a puzzled expression. He
evidently did noi understand. We
explained that they were mnarks on the
rocks made by the anclent Ibndians.
His face brighteneu; ne understood all
right now. Oh, yes, >’ suid he, “down
there ty Sam Hohinsun®s there’s a train
of cars anu lota of thinge they ocut on
the recks long ngo.”’ e the b
After a while we foul e hlern-
glyphics, jots of them. They ure
usually on the facé ot the cliff, six or
eight fect above the ground, and are
cut ipto the rock with #0me crude {n-.
elrument, probahly 8 fliot knife or
stone ax, 'T'hey are made lo represent
deer, mountain shesp, lzarde, arrow
and :spear heads, sun circler,concentrnc
circles, ¢ rotesque homan beings, aod
great vartety of marks and sizns whose
meaning or intent waev::r?o::‘o; ”ii';\-{f,’
ak , There W A P
ﬁlne:tg:tt brapcbed and ran in ditfer-
ent directions aod ueun’ally terminated
in aequare or circle. These I took tu
represent rosds through the various
canyous to the valieys beyond, anu
were probably guldes Lo the traveler.
Alimost every rock of prominence,
every ohff for » distance ol
ten iuiles or more through the canp-

Yoo was covered with sucient marks.

or hieroglyphics of some kind, 'There
were also ’;pgraat many modern hier-
oglyphice and If we were tojudge the
moral standin: of the tWo people from
their picture-writing oo the rocks we
wouid say that the ancient race wag
far superior to the modern.

In point of antiguity It ia difficult to
form un jdes as to how old these writ-
ings are. I think they Were made at
different times and ocover 8 long per.
fod, but that they were all executed by
the same people. At firel we were not
inelined to atrribute to them a very
remote mntiquity, for the reason that
they were ull cut io esndstone and
Bppeared to uste be the workota
crude peo, le, just such 88 we suppose
the anpesiors of onr modern Indians to
bave Lesn, Neither did We atirihute
much Iy porianca to them, but were of
tbe opinjop thar they were executed
hy youpg Ind aps fof amusement.
This seemmed the more probable from
the fact that the rock iaso aoft that
with apordipary pocket knife it would
bot be a very ¢iflicult underlsking to
dupiicate them.

Bince lesving Clear Creek [ bave
been jorceu Lo charnge my mind ue to
the antiguity of the writings and now
allribute to them a greater aoliguity
tban I was at firat willing to do lor the
foliowing reasong: YYhen first seen by
the white people forty or fifty years
ago the writings were about the same
a8 pow, That is, they bore thé same
afr ot anliguity and the color etainu
upou them have not changed, In
places 1 noticed thut portions of the
rock,which were, nodoubt, Hirm when
the wiitings were placed upon thein,
bave sinoe crumbled away and falleu
down., Then 1 thought from the fact
that they seemeu to avold the narder
rocke was un indication that the en-
giavers neither had the Inelination nor
posseseed the Lools necessary to do the
work; but I have since eeen similar

writings ochipped in the surface of the
hardest granite rocks, so bard in fact
that an ordinary cbieel would hurdly
make an impression upvn them.
By that, while i1t may have been
al easry matter to have gouged out
the extennive writings in Qlear Creek
canyon, it was correspondingly labor-
ious and difficult to do the work on the
granite blocks of the Rio Virgen; nnu
while it is just possible thut papouses
may have executed some of the writ-
ings in Clear Creek canyon for smuse-
ment, it will bardly do to apply the
same rulc to the hieroglyphics on the
Clara and Virgep; papooses are notl
constituted that way, Similar writ-
ings are met with in otner paris of the
country that are known to be from two
1o three bundred years old, snd much
older for nught we know. That the
hieroglyphics have a symholical mean-
tog can bardly be douvted when it is
known that writings slmost identical
with these are found 1n Peru, Veuezu-
ela, Colombla, Mexico and in many
parts of this country. Ho that, not-
withrtunding the fuct that they were
the work of a crude people, it can
bardly be denied that they had some
meaning and that that meaniug was
oot confined to the Lndiaps of Utah
alone, but was known and understood
by their red brethren as far away as
the confines of Bolivia,

Weatern Utab bears no evidence of
haviug been very densely populated in
aucient times, Yhile there are evi-
dences in many places of viliages and
a geltled life, Lhere 18 only one place
that bears evidence of having been
long settled by an agriculiural people,
This was about Paragoonan, 'n lron
county, The mounds or ruins are situ-
ated just outside the town, alony the
road that goes towards Beaver, They
are lrregularly distributed over an aren
of probably 150 acres, and cousista of
what appears to be mere mounds of
osrth ranging in size from 35 by 25 feet
to 85 by 100 f{eet, anad in hei_ht from
five to fliteen feet, While the mounds
appear to be mere heaps of earth idens
tical with tbe burisl mounds I bave
seen in the Missiesippi valley,yet when
they are wocovered, well preserved
walle are found,so that it is & very essy
matier to trace the plan of the anctent
house, At different timea since the
se(tleme, tof the country by Ine Mot-
mone., intereated ones have made exes-
tions ioto the mounds with a View of
learming sumwething about their ouild-
ere; hut outside of'some hroken pottery
and gome obarred bones aud ashes,
nothing of Importance wes ever dis-
covered, Last winter Don Maguire
came down and made snme extensive
excavatlons and unearthed nine or ten
well-preserved skeletons and some tew
stone implements, awls, ete,

The large mound where Mr. Ma-
guire made hia excavolions seems to
have been the prinelpal builying of the
town and was prohably a temple ae
well an & place of geweral reeurt in case
of attacx. it fuced the emst and cor.
responded very nearly to ihe oardinal
pointe, It wus rectangular in Inrm
und had an open court in the center
aroudDd which wer- double rows of
amall rooms. It was in the court that
Mr. Muaguire found the skeletunr, At
firat I esupposed {rom the size and
beight of the mounus that the building
must have bten lwo ur more stories
high, hut afterwards I was led to
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change my mind on thie polnt. Mr,
Magulre openeu up several of the

amall rooms exposing the walls and
removiog the rubhish to the loor. ‘This
floor level was ghout eight or teu leet
above the level of the plain. We duyg
through the floor and under the walls
abd agiscoversd that the mound had
been raiged to that helght before the
building had been commenced. Con.
tiouing downward, we penetrated
layer atter layer of clay, and charcoal
and ushes, untll the level of the piuin
wap reached. The layers of ashes
ranged ln thickness from balf an juch
to three inghes, and in them were
found charred honer, broken pottery,
and fragmente of stone implements,
The bones feund in Lthe lower wound
were badly decayed wnd seemed to be
much ojuer than lhose I[pund in
the rooms above, Just above the plain
level we ound wseveral pleces of what
appeared to be fragments of burped
brick. They certainly were as hard ng
our cemmon brick and had hven mude
#0 by the agency of fire,

This fact led us to the epinfon that
the ruine had been twice inhahltey
and that the later people had bulit their
bouses oo the ruins of the former, and
that they in turn had been annihtiated
or uriven away. Everytbuing about
the ruins iouicates plaindy that g

stale of war exlsted when Lhey
were  Jeslroyed, Here exiated
s settled commuunity well ade

vanced in Lhe arta of givillzed fife,
They built houses; cultivated ficlds of
cornand squasb, irrigated thew with
waler brought Irem the mountain
slreams jn canAls that are atull trace-
able. In the mlidat of this peaceful
tife they were pounced upon by thelr
enemies; they were driven Into thelr
bouses und murdered; fire was then
#et to the buildiogs, apnd the remaipe
of the inhabitants, charred apd
vuroed, were covered by the falliig
walls, The ekeletone found hy
Maguire all had theirskulls fractured by
some rude fnstrament of war, and they
occupled positions that would 1ndicute
that they had been slain on the spot
where they were found, Very few {f
any whole pleces of pottery have been
found io the ruins, and 1he soarcily of
flint arrow hesd is noticemble, It
seems probable that the conguerers
carrled of! as spoils everything of tnls
nnture that they could meke use of.

The walle of the hulldings were
ab ut one fout thick and were made of
clay,and seemed Lo be erected much on
the same principal a8 Wwe erect our
concrete of cement houses, A layer
from twelve to sixteen Inches thick
was placed upon the wall and leit (o
dry and bake 1n the sun. When this
wag done another layer was added,
und the drying process waas repected
untll the walls was ralsed to the re-
quired height. The floore were of a.
sort of cement made of clay and gravel,
and I believe was harnened by the
agengy of lime. At any rate they
were very bhard and must nave iasted
witbout replacing for a great many
yeats, Bome of the pottery BLrA LS
that we picked up showed excelient
design and Hnleh, indicating that the
makers were experts at the busl-
nesd. The decorativna were monily
painted with black and recemhbled very
much the decoratione ln vogue amouny
the Muartcopa Indinos of t.e preesent

day.



