738

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

many others have done wrong, Why?
Because we have been so very anxious
to make a dollar that we have run in
debt, and now we cannot promptly pay
our honest debts. I cannot; for the
reason that $10,000 collateral securities
which are good, would not raise a
thousand dollars. For the first
.time in my life I bave had peo-
ple come to me and ask me to
ay money that I owed them, and I have
ad to ask {or an extension of time. If
the Lord will only forgive me this once
I will never be caught again. I have
been a borrower of money since I was
eighteen; but if I can only get paid off
what I owe now, I shall be content,I be-
lieve, with the blessings of the Lord,
whatever they may be,be it much or
little, When I realize the fact thatif I
owed a bank a certain amount ot mone
and they asked me to pay it and I coul
not, and I stop to reflect that my f_aii-
ure to pay that money in connection
with the failure ot others might be the
cause, because the people had become
frightened,of breaking that bank,I want
to tell you that I would feel considera-
bly humiliated. We hear many who
owe banks complaining because the
bankers have oppressed them and
raised their rates of interest, and so on,
I tell you, my friends, that if we
have taken a chance and have borrowed
the money, we have done it—for what?
In the hope of making something; and
we have no just reasonm to complain,
when we are called upon to make saeri-
fices to meet our obligations. I amsure
I do not.

I want to say to the Latter-day Saints
thdt we do not want to lose confidence
in ourselves; we do not wantto lose
confidence in our brethren; we do not
want to lose confidence in the institu-
tions in Zion; and we do not want to lock
uo our money where it will not do any
good. If God has given us a talent we
should put it to usury and make two
talents out of it, This applies justas much
to money as it does to mental talents.
It 1s our duty, if we have any means,to
let it go into circula tion and benefit
somebody.

Another thing that we want to learn
as Latter-day Saints—and I have gone
to work to learn it—is to follow the
counsel that was given to us here today,
and that is, to confine ourselves to the
necessities of life, and not to indulge in
extravaganthabits. If we have a surplus,
use it a5 God desires that we should use
it—for the onward advancement of His
Kingdom and the spread of the Gospel.
We are ready and willing to spend ten,
twenty, and in many cases thirty thous-
and dollars for a fine home- that has no
more rooms in it, no better ceilings, no
more comforts, no more happiness, than
a house that did not cost more than
one-tenth of that; but i1 we were called
upon to live in a house costing one-
tenth and expend the balance to car
the Gospel to the ends of the earth, it
would break many of our hearls. I be-
lieve that the very stringency through
which we bave been passing has not
only inspired us with the idea of being
more careful, but aiso with a desire to
tise our means more liberally for the on-
ward advancement of God’'s Kingdom.
Why ? Because we have seen how little
our means amounted to. We have
found out how absolutely worthless, so
to speak,is all our property. I went
out here on the street with thirty thous-
and dollars’ worth of securities

and tried to borrow ten thousand
dollars, and I would have payed
twenty per cent interest if I could have
gotit; butl could not get anything.
50 far as our property is concerned it is
of no actual value to us, only as we are
ready and willing to use it for the ad-
vancement of d's Kingdom. it is
our duty to provide for our families; but
itis npt our duty to live in extrava-
gance. It 1s not our duty 'to labor
to gain wealth for the adornment of our
persons, Of course I like to see people
have good things, and { hope to live to
see the day when the Latter-day Saints
will be wealthy. ButI want to say to
you that unless we become more
humble, more Godlike, more faithful
in keeping the commandments of God,
I do notexpect we shall become wealthy.
Whenever we learn to be willing to use
the means that God gives us for the on-
ward advancement of His Kingdon, Lat-
ter-day Saints will not have any par-
ticular financial trouble; the Lord will
bless them with an abundance. What we
need to do is to seek for the light and
inspiration of His Spirit to guide us at
all times, and He will add all other
things to us that are necessary.

I bappened to read a revelation on the
train the oller day,as I was coming home
from New York—one that was given to
our martyred Patriarch. I had read it
before, but it never seemied to strike me
with such force as it did then. I thought
it was a revelation that every Latter-
day Saint ought to read over a great
many times, because I believe pleasure
will come to all of us who read it. When
I read it I thought that, the next time I
was called upon to speak,if I had a
few moments’ notice beforehand, I
would glance over this revelation and
read a few passages from it; but inas-
much as I was called on today without
notice, I have not had time to look for
the passages that I wanted to read, I
will therefore take the time to read the
entire revelation:

A great and marvelous work is about to come
forth among the children of men. ‘

Behold, I am God, and give heed to my
word, which is quick and powerful sharper than
a two-edged sword, to the dividing asunder of
both joints and martow; therefore give heed tn-
1o my word.

Behold, the field is white already to harvest,
tkerefore, whoso desireth to reap. let him thrust
in his sickle with his might, and reap while
the day lasts, that he may treasure up for his
soul cverlasting salvation in the Kingdom: of
God.

Yea, whosoever will thrust in his sickle and
reap, the same is called of God;

Therefore, if you will ask of me, you shall
receive, if you will knock, it shall be opened
unto you.

Now, as you have asked, behold, I say unto
you. keep my commandments,and seek to bring
forth and establish the cause of Zion,

Seel not for riches, but for wisdom, and, Le-
hold, the mysteries of God shall be unfolded
unto you, and then shall you be made rich: he-
hold, bhe that hath eternal life is rich.

Venly, verily, 1say unto you, even as you de-
sire of me, so it shall be done unto you; and, if
you desire, you shall be the means of doing
much good in this generation.

Say nothing but repentance unto this gencra-
tion. Keep my commandments, and assist tor
bring forth my work,according tomy command-
ments, and you shall be blessed,

Behold, thou hast a gift, or thou shalt have
a gift if thou wilt desire of me in faith, with an
honest heart, believing in the power of Jesus
Christ, or in my power which speaketh unto
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For, behold, itis I that speak; hehold, I am
the light which shineth in darkness, and by my
powet I give these words unto thee,

And now, verily, verily, I say unto thee, put
your trusl in that Spirit which leadeth to dgo
good; yea, to do justly, t0 walk humbly, 1o
judge righteously, and this is my Spitit.

Verily, verily, I say unto you, I will im.
part unto you of my Spirit; which shall en-
lighten your mind, which shall fill your sgyj
with joy,

And then shall ye know,or by this sha
you know all things whatsocver you desire of
me, which are peraining unto things of
righteousness, in faith believing in me that yoy
shall receive.

Behold, I command you. that you nced ngt
suppose that you are called to preach until you
are called;

Wait a little longer, until you shall have m
word, my rock, my church, and my gospel, that
you may know of a surety my doctrine;

And then behold. according to your desires
yea evenaccording to your faith shallit be donp
unto you.

Keep my commandments, hold
appeal unto my Spirit;

Yea, cleave unto me with all your heart that
you may assist in bringing to light those things
of which have been spoken; yea, the transia-
tion of my work: be patient until you shall ze-
complish it,

Behald, this is your work, to keep my com.
mandments, yea, with all your might, ming,
and strength;

Seek not to declare my word, but first seel
to obtain my word, and then shall your tongue
be loosed; then, if you desire, you shall have
my Spirit and my word, yen, the power of God
unteo the convincing of men;

But now hold your peace, study my worg
which hath gone forth among the children of
men and also study my word which shall come
forth among the children of men, or that which
is now translating.yea,until you have obtained af)
which T shall grant unto the children of men ip
this generation, and then shall all things be
added thereunto.

Behold thou art Hyrum, my son, seek the
Kingdom of God and ail things shall be addeq
according to that which Is just.

Build upon my rock, which is my Gospel.

Deny not the Spirit of revelation, nor the
Spirit of prophecy, for woc unto him that de-
nieth these things.

Therefore treasure up in your heart until the
time’ which is In my wisdom that you shal] g0
forth.

Behold, I speak unto all who have good de-
sires, and have thrust in their sickle to reap.

Behold, I am Jesus Christ, the Son of Ged,
I am the life and the light of the world.

I am the same who came unto my own ang
my own received me not;

But verily, verily, I say unto vou. that a5
many as receive Me,to them will I give power
1o become the sons of God, even to them thae
believe on my name. Amen,

your Peace,

Remember, all you Latter-day Saint
this saying: ‘‘Behold, I speak unto g)
who have good desires, and have thrust
in their sickle to reai~” Remember
that this revelation calls upon us to
seek. not for riches, but for wisdom,
“and behold, the mysteries of God shali
be unfolded unto you.”” I do not think
I ever read in my life a revelation that
made a more profound impression upon
me than did this as I read it upon the
train; and I believe that all Latter-day
Saints who will read it, with a prayerful
heart, seeking to God for the light of
His Holy Spirit,will have their minds lit
up, and the same inspiration that must
have come to onr beloved Patriarch at
the time the revelation was given to
him, will come to them. That we may
all labor, with all the zeal, the energy, the
talent, the power and the ability that we
possess, for the onward advancement of
God's kingdom, and that we may be
ready and willing, if need be, to do as
our fellow servant, Hyrum Smith, did—
lay down our lives for the cause of God,
—is my prayer and desire, in the name
of Jesus. Amen.



