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FROM THE MISS

Letter from Nazureth,

Haifa, Palestlne, May 17, 1838.

The country around.the ancient city
of Jerusalem is a hard looking land,
(Go whichiever way you will and -the
countiry show3s great voleanic boulders
strewed thickly over the ground. Here
and there a field or basin may be
found fit for cultivation, but the ma-
jority of the hills of Judea are covered
with these great boulders and even
solig ecliffs. The first impressions that
a western person obtains of this coun-
try is that it ls none too good for the
miserable Arabs who inhabit it. They
live hard and thelr nature seems tu
have become as unimpressionable as
the rocks of the hills. This view of the
situation will do for those who have no
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when our turn comes.
to do better, We have a very wide
experience in colonization. We have
the only solid and durable organjzation
on earth, the revealed plan from hea-
ven with its promise of its remalning
with us. Then why not do_ better
when God glves His sanctlon, and’ we
exert our will and talent Influenced by
‘HIs Holy Spirit. v
One of the great points made by
these Germans, is the possibility of
turning the barren wnstes into a frult-
ful vinevard or fleld. They may not
have become rich, but they have
1ived. and most of those who came for
a purpose have remalned, and In the
face of rll opposition, hnve made beau-
tiful homes.

And we ought

interest in the land beyond seeing It
and visiting Its shrines, and then re-
turning to what seems to them a bet-
ter nnd more favored country. But
there iz another slde to this important

question. All who betieve ip the Bible,
know that it was once a choice land
and much blessed of the Lord. And

indipations are that ft was about as
stomy then as now. The land must
have possessed some interesting and
peculiar features, or Abraham and
Isaac and Jacob would not have felt
so pleased Wwith the glft the Lord be-
gtowed on them. Moses, the man of
God, was so eager to see the land that
he went on Mt. Nebo, where the Lord
showed hlm the whole land. Surely
the land did possess great riches In [ts
climate, which Is 80 perfeet that mosc
all kinds of grain and many fruits do
well here. Just how many varietles
they had we do not know, but they had
geveral of whleh thelr grapes wele
enormous, heeding two men to carry
one bunch,

It {8 not the purpose to treat in this
article of the past as much as of the
present. There ig an effort among the
Latter-day -Saints to understand just
what the Lord intends to do about get-
tling the land of Palestine, and what
are the present prospeets of lvelihood
here. The first and great question|
with us Is. then, has the time come?
When the Lord settles this question:
through the proper authorities, the
other part of It wlli be made eompar-
atively easy. Nevertheless, it Is pleas-
ant to know that there are prepara-
tiong golng on all the time. Many

At Jerusalem they bought in some
property Just south of the city, below
the elbow of the Gihon and Hinmon
on a small plan. They at once set
bout building fine houses and planting
trees and treating the country a la
Alamanz. In some respects it was all
right; in others It was not; and those
who were not too set In thelr ways
had to change. At Jaffa they located
on the sand banks of the Mediterran-
ean, where they started orange groves
and lemon groves; the place was not
henlthy but they improved it by plant-
ing the cypius and the encalyptus and
other trees. They are very methodical
In thelr work, hence thelr places are all
in good order and are a very good ex-
ample for the Arabs, i

Here In Baifa théy have made a lit-
tle paradise of the north slope of Mt
Carmal. They have laid out a colony
the main street of which runs' nearly
north and south, On elther slde they
have bullt very nice resldences. Shade
trees, both useful and ornamental are
fiourishing up and down the street, and
around the gardens, so that the colony
looks like & garden and is visited dally
by the Arabs from Haifa proper, the
colony being to them a park, handy
for a promenade. Not belng o florist,
1 cannot tell you all the different kinds
of flowers growing in the flower beds,
but I see mearly all the varleties com-
monly grown In pots In our homes in
Ttah. 1 see the oleander growing
and blooming richly in the gardens. A
great number of trees grow wlthoutl
any water except that which s sup-|

o

years ago the Prophet Joseph
Smith sent Apostle Orson Hyde, to
.dedlcate the land for thé gdthering
of the House of Israel. Afterwards
President Brigham Young sent s
counselor, George A. Smith And Apostle
Lorehzo Snow and others to visit the’
land, and it was again dedicated and
blessed. S8ince that day there has been
a gradual tendency among many Jews
to return to this land. They are, how-
ever,prevented by the Turkish govern-
ment from coming In in large numbers;
hence they are not inereaslng very fast,
and etlll, wll things consjdered, 1t is
probably fast enough, as they buy land
and get here anyhow on the plan of
the ever powerfufi backshish.

Besides the Jews, there Is a hardy
band of Germans, known as the Tem-
ple society, who have felt it thelr duty
to help builld up the waste places. Thelr
soclety Is now crumbling for the want
of proper leadership and’ laws mneces-
sary to ecarry out such an lmportant
work. Their young men seeing no fu-
ture here, leave for Germany and
America leaving the widows and many
an old maid behind to pine away in
lonetiness.

No matier what may be the mistakes

plied during the ralny season. As

| such the eypress towers up atately, the | hifying to

olive, the fig. the almond, the locust
of which John the Baptlst evidently
ate (not a grasshopper), and ny
ornadental trees at home in this ori-
ental country can be seen making this
little spot quite attraective. This has
beri acomplished by 'energy and faith,
and they have shown us that they can|
live and be happy and gatisfied. They,
. have a soap factory. They press ollves,‘
make a fine grade of oll and soap from
pure olives. Much of thelr products
are sent to the United States, IExport
of wheat Is good also.

But coming back to the Immedlate
products of the colony: In their gardens
may be seen onlons, potatocs, ruta-
bagas, corn, and other vegetables, all
growing without ri tion; they would
probably do better with a little water,
but as there 18 mno water for Irriga-
tion they get along without it. On
the mountain thefr industry has made
a great showing. Acres of the hard-
sst looking country ever laid out doors
are now converted into beautiful wine-
laden vineyards. It is sald the wine
industry is not a paylng one, but that

of these beople, we are not here to ar-
rajgn them for such, but rather to
profit by their example and do better

{8 owing to the market and not because

of the failure of the once barren and
parched hills in producing thelr yleld.

QOlves grow there fine. Almonds, figs
and other KkKindred fruits get along
without the rain the country supplies.
The esasence of success is to understand
how to terrace and build the vineyara
ao that the moisture precipitated can
be kept in the Mount. The country
around Jerusalem {is being gradually
ruined by tHw, Arabs in this way. There
belng no fuel to speak of the fellahs
dig out the roots of the brush on the
gide hills and among the rocks and
carry them to the citles to sell. This
exposes the soft earth to the heavy
rainfall which in its torrent carries it
down into the ravines and some of it
to the ocean. This Is damaging to the
country. ‘The little soil found among
the rocks ought to remain. In many
places it needs being carried up, and
undoubtedly it hns been carried up in
places; even now they make land that
way.

- These advantages and mistakes are
all made plain by these Germans. It
they committed the error in buylng
little tand and making the little they
bought nice, we can benefit from it by
seeing what they have done, and feel
encouraged that we will not tumble in-
to these mistakes that will cause our
song to seek other countries for homes
after once located on the promised
soll.

- In speaking to the acting United
dtates consul in Haifa I was told that
the people here were but little in debt
and that they did moderately weil
owing to the caill fon transportation in
the country which they -furnished. If
then these people without the dlrect
word of God can do as they have how
much better will it not be for thosv
who are led immedately by the guid-
ance of the Priesthood pf the Son of
Ged? F. . HINTZE.

Letter from Hnlifa.

Halfa, 8yria, April 28, 1898,

As the last few davs have been spent
in logking over this country on and
around Mt. Carmel, both to the south,
about the Crockodile river, and to the
east and northeast of the Mt. up the
Kishon and on the plains of Jezreel, it
would probably interest the readers ot
the “News” to know something about
the health of the country in general,

In speaking eof the health of this
country we must necessarily touch up-

on village life.
Customs, a subject which has twd"
gides, the nicer, however, belng S0

small that it takes a great deal of mag-
gee it or a great deal,of
streteh of imaglnation to know that it
exists, Really village’life In Palestine
is so filthy that it eannot well be de-
seribed with polite language., As.A rule

the people @ire poor. And them they
have poor ways whieh &lso make poor
people. ‘

You may read about Orlentals belng
elad !n silks but we dom’t see it.among
villagers in Palestine. They do well to
zet less expensive goods. Often a poor
wreteh i# seen whp can scarcely cover
his nakedness, the generallty of them
being well off when dressed in some
good cotton garment with a woolen
wrap. And what good would sllken
goods he to them? Their houses are
mere huts, dirty in the extreme on the
outside, and smoky =and poorly ar-
ranged on the inside. The vlilage [LET
has no s8treets, it has only narrow
crooked lanes with many corners and
turns each of which furnish a place for
human convenlence elther male or fe-
male. Children and dogs are except-
ed. They enjoy the open street avery-
where so that between the animals and
humans of a village Its narrosw, un-
comely passages are.so filthy that one.
can only pass by picking his way care-
fully. What need have they of silken
dresses under such circumstances, even
though thay could afford them? And



