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FROM THE missionary FIELDS

letter from nazareth
haifa palestine may 17 1898

1J the country around the ancient city
311 of jerusalem is a hard looking land

go whichever way you will and the
country shows great volcanic boulders
strewed thickly over the ground here
and there a field or basin may be
found fit for cultivation but the ma-
jority of the hills of judea are covered

fc with these great boulders and even
solid cliffs the first impressions that

ay A9 western person obtains of this coun
f try is that it is none too good for the
ial mise raible arabs who inhabit it they

live hard and their nature seems to
have become as unimpressionable as
the rocks of the hills this view of the
situation will do for those who have no
interest in the land beyond seeing it
and visiting its shrines and then re-
turning to what seems to them a bet-
ter and more favored country but
there is another side to this important
question all who believe iqin the bible
know that it was once a choice land
and much blessed of the lord and
indications are that it was about as
stony then as now the land must
bave possessed some interesting and
peculiar features or abraham and
isaac and jacob would not have felt

L BO80 pleased with the giftgift the lord be
stowstoweded onan them moses the man of

L god was so eager to see the land that
kteie went on mt nebo where the lord

showed him the whole land surely
did great riches in itsJXICO

ry the land possess
climate which is so perfect that most

fr all kinds of grain and many fruits do
well here just how many varieties

estheytS theyey had we do not know but they had
i severaleral of which their grapes

enormous0 ous needing two men to carry
one bunch

r it Is not the purpose to treat in this
tiT 4i article of the past as much as of the

present there is an effort among the
utterlatter day saints to understand just
what the lord intends to do about set-
tling the land of palestine and what
are the present prospects of livelihood
here the first and great questionorn

t with us is then has the time come
when the lord settles this question
through the proper authorities the
other part of it will be made combar

fatdively easy nevertheless it is pleas
i ant to know that there are
f hoys going on all the time many
4 years ago the prophet joseph

smith sent apostle orson hyde to
Aldedicate the land for the gathering

a of the Hhouseouse of israel Afterafterwards
i presidentaident brigham young sent liishis

counselor george A smith and apostle
lorenzo snow and others to visit the
land and it was again dedicated and
blessed since that day there has been

L a gradual tendency among many jews
bahto0 return to this land they are how

preventedVer by the turkish govern
ment from coming in in large numbers

ft aufice they are not increasing very fast
indand still 11 things considered it is

J probably fast enough as they buy land
and get here anyhow on the plan of

jehaet e ever back shish
V f besides the jews there is a hardyhaidy
T band of germans known as the tem

g trie society who have felt it their flutyduty
to help build up the waste places their
jaoclety is now crumbling for the want
of proper leadership and laws neces-
sary to carry out such an important
work their young men seeing no tufu

1 tumW here leave for germany and
americaca leaving the widows and manylg an old maid behind to pine away in
loneliness

sap joo atterater what may be the mistamistakeskes
t of e people we are not here to irar

I1 ajrald them torfor such but rather to
toyby theirair example and do better

when our turn comes and we ought
to do better we have a very wide

experience in colonization we have
the only solid and durable organization
on earth the revealed plan from hea-
ven with its promise of its remaining
with us then why not do better
when god gives his sanction and we
exert our will and talent influenced by
his holy spirit 0

one of the great points made by
these germans is the possibility of

turning the barren wastes into a fruit-
ful vineyard or field they may not
have become rich but they have
lived and most of those who came for
a purpose have remained and in the
face of all opposition have made beau-
tiful homes

at jerusalem they bought in some
property just south of the city below
the elbow of the gihon and hinmon
on a small plan they at once set

about building fine houses and planting
trees and treating the country a la

alamaniAlamanz in some respects it was all
right in others it was not and those
who were not too set in their ways
had to change at jaffa they located
on the sand banks of the mediterran-
ean where they started orange groves
and lemon groves the place was not
healthy but they improved it by plant-
ing the cyprus and the eucalyptus and
other trees they are very methodical
inin their work hence their places are all
in good order and are a very good ex-
ample for the arabs

here in haifa they have made a lit-
tle paradise of the north slope of mt
carmal they have laid out a colony
the main street of which runs nearly
north and south on either side they
have built very nice residences shade
trees both useful and ornamental are
flourishing up and down the street and
around the gardens so that thehe colony
looks like a garden and is visited daily
by the arabs from haifa proper the
colony being to them a park handy
for a promenade not being a florist
I1 cannot tell you all the different kinds
of flowers growing in the flower beds
but I1 see nearly all the varieties com-
monly grown in pots in our homes in
utah I1 see the oleander growing
and blooming richly in the gardens A
great number of trees grow without
any water except that which is sup-
plied during the rainy season As
such the cypress towers up stately the
olive the fig the almond the locust
of which john the baptist evidently
ate not a grasshopper and manyevany
ornamental trees at home in this ori-
ental country can be seen making this
little spot quite attractive this has
ben accomplished by energy and faith
and they have shown us that they can
live and be happy and satisfied they
have a soap factory they press olives
make a fine grade of oil and soap from
pure olives much of their productsprodocts
are sensentt to the united states exportekport
of wheat is good also

but coming back to the immediate
products of the colony in their gardens
may be seen onions potatoes ruta-
bagas corn and other vegetables all
growing without rAWrrBationtion they would
probably do better with a little water
but as there is no water for irriga-
tion they get along without it on
the mountain their industry has made
a great showing acres of the hard-
est looking country ever laid out doors
are now converted into beautiful wine
laden vineyards it is said the wine
industry Is not a paying one but that
is owing to the market and not because
of the failure of the once barren and
parched hills in producing their yield

olives grow there fine almonds figs
and other kindred fruits get along
without the rain the country supplies
the essence of success is to understand
how to terrace and build the vineyard
so that the moisture bated can
be kept in the mount the country
around jerusalem is being gradually
ruined by tb Arabs in this way there
being no fuel to speak of the
dig out the roots of the brush on the
side hills and among the rocks andami

I1 carry them to the cities to sell thin
exposes the soft earth to the heavy
rainfall which in its torrent carriescarriea itW
ddownown into the ravines and some of it
to the ocean this is damaging to the
country the little soil found among
the rocks ought to remain in many
places it needs being carried up and
unundoubtedly it has been carried up toin
places even now they make land that
way

these advantages and mistakes aream
all made plain by these germans if
they committed the error in buying
little land and making the little they
bought nice we can benefit from it by
seeing what they have done and feel
encouraged that we will not tumble in-
to these mistakes that will cause our
sons to seek other countries for homo
after once located on the promised
soil

in speaking to the acting dintendinted
states consul in haifa I1 was told thattwixt
the people here were but little in debt
and that they did moderately wellweb
owing to the call tooforo transportation in
the country which they furnished it
then these people without the direct
word of god can do as they have how
much better will it not be for those
who are led immediately by the guid-
ance of the priesthood jot the son otof
god PF IF

letter from haifa
haifa syria april 28 IM1898

As the last few days have been spent
in looking over this country on and
around mt carmel both to the bouth
about the Crockodile river and to tbtaft
east and northeast of the mt up the
kishon and on the plains of jezreelJeasJesreel itft
would probably interest the readers otof
the news to know something about
the health of the country in general

in speaking of the health of tola
country we must necessarily touch wP
on village life

customs a subject which has twtwo
sideseddes the nicer however being 9980
small that it takes a great deal of mag-
nifying to see it or a great dealt
stretch of imagination to know that ttft
exists really village life in palestine
is so filthy that it cannot well be de
scribedascribed with polite language As a vwerule
the people ireare poor and then they
have poor ways which also make poorpeor
peopleyou may read about orientalsOrient als bw
clad in silks but we dont see it among19villagers in palestine ahby do well to9
get less expensive goods often a poor
wretch 1 seen ohp can scarcely cover
his nakednessness the generality of them J
being well off when dressed in some
good cotton garment with a woolen
wrap and what good would silken
goods be to them their houses oftte
mere huts dirty in theethe extreme on the
outside and smoky and poorly ar-
ranged

ar-
iton the inside the village itseit

has no streets it has only narrows
crooked lanes with many cornerscomm and
turns each of which furnish a place torfor
human convenience either male or fe-
malemalee children and dogs are except-
ed they enjoy the open street evely
where so that between the animals aahld
humans of a village its nao w
comely passages are so filthy that oneoae 1

can only pass by picking Ushia wvway cacare-
fully what need have they ox0 silben
dresses under such circumstanced iven
though they could afford themthein and


