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thors aliat to the effect eliat would fight a duet
V
81 oolstoll aha reacereachreachedted washington buttut madame rumorhumor

ml istook tlcliemanthelemanieman Houstonuston
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Is notot a dueltuel nighterfighter
whenwrin hebe fightslights he tightsfights for his country in a speech
ste senate on00 the oliorl jolyjuly 1854 behe bildsaid 4

1I would not fight a duel one of the reterrefer
TIrd to did sendgend me a verbal clialchallengelengelenze 1I1 do not
whether my honorable colleague was in austin at
time or not buttint if he was hehee will remember lt it waswag

verbalderbal challchalichallengeengesenget sentbent on a saturday night to meet
challenger next morning I1 objected to0 o ityit first on

wewei werewert to have but one second aidand
waawan the man who brought the challengechallen gr another objec-
tion waswa that we were to meet on sunday
that I1 did not think anything was to be made by
onn that day the third objection was that paia was a
C and had a child baptized he sunday before
thette fourth was tilillthatat I1 never foughtrought down hill and
donld laughter I1 roustmusts at leastleasty make charactercharacters
itif I1 did not lose my life and therefore I1 notified him
that way ilehe to be satisfied with this good hhu-
mored answersanswer and it faJs the only chall I1 have ver
rewired toin tauaa i
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0
L OF JOSEPH SMITH

luneiunejuJUNKr 1841

tuesday IS15 letter fromfroin elder 0 elvde
london june 15 1841

president smith sir withalvith pleasuretsure I1 tike
my penlien to write you at thistho time and through
you to thellie timstimes audand seasonsSeasora and through it to
the sains at large and toaliailall whom it maymaconcon
cern may 91grace mercy and peace from god
our father andzillromm thetile lord jesus christ rest
cupon you abundantly and enable you to serveservel
him secure to10 yourself that lionorbonor
which cometh frem above guide thetile counsels of
thellie saints in wisdom that pece and good will
mmasmayayiy reinreign predominant in zion and joy and
giadglad iemieh swellI1 every grateful I1 heart I1mosttestiestlost gladgiadgladlyly
would I1 embraceeinars an opportunity of a personal
interview with you did one offer but such a
lavorfavor is beyond iny reach at this time I1 have
just seen thehe uth number of thetile times and sea-
sons containing tiletha minutes ofor your conference
tilethe report of tiletiie presidency the celebration of
llieilia anniversarywrymrs ofor lleileliehf church ardand thetho laying of
the foundation of the temple this to me was
a preciousprec ions gemgein it brought from myray own
coticoilcountry and froinfrom tile pplaceca renderede doubly
endearing from the fact that there is the home of
mvmy wife and ebchildrenildrenlidren I1

I1 was sorry thatthit elder pagepace hadhid been so tardy
in liishis movements that objections werewern made to
him most gady would I1 have hailed him as a
companion to tilethe oriental continent but my
hopes of that arat fled I1 shall go alone or find
somesomo other person in all probability to go
witheewith me

I1 have written a book to in thetile german
language selling forth our doctrine and fprinciplesprincr I1 licticioioleses
hiin usits clear and conciseconc isoaiseaa manner as 1 possibly
could alterafter giving a history of tilethe rise of the
church in something tilethe manner that brother
orson pratt dudij I1 have written a snug little
artickarlick upon every point of doctrine believed by
the saints I1 begin with thetiie priesthood and
showed that the were not under the neces-
sity of tracing baekbark the dark and bloody stream
ofdr papal superstition to find their authority
inneithereith r were they ctcompelledimpelled to seek for itam oili
tiletha floating and transient notions of protestant
reformers but god has sent his holy angel di-
rectlyerectly armfrim heavencreaven uwithithlih thistins seal and authority
and conferred it upon meninen with chiqhi own hands
quoting the letter and testimonytestimony ofofa 0 cowderyGowd erv
next was on ideida uc andanil validity of ththa9 hholy91

ii1 I the church next ontin fattfaitedilhfaithiehseett forthfoikr
from the scripturesscrip lureslires and thetile book ofor envecovenantsnants
thenthien on repentance mientien hritbrit ismirmm
inghig on of hindh ind thentilen the differdifferentelit icesicea odtheof the
church next the power and y of each
one and in fine the whole order doctrine and
government of the SaintSainhiafia1 I1 havllave it
as a lawhw binding on the german saints but have
takent aken tilillhi course to illustrate audand set forth the
true principleprinciples of our doctrine to themtheirl fully
believing that it would meet with lleilelieilia cordicordahlil tipsip

on of those whom I1 have the distinguishedfroblehonorbonoron r tto represent could they but see it I1 have
written a lengthy prefacehicelice and introduction to it
I1 herohere copy an extract from tiiailiahe introduction

when in the course of dirbindivina providenceit be-
comes our duty to record one of those remarkable i

events which gives hirthbirth to a new era and lays
the fofoundation for tilelleilelie rerenovationon of the moral
world it fillsflitsrillfill the mind with wonder astonish I

and admiration how welcome aroare the
raysrayf of the morning light after the shades ofor
darkness have clothed thetile earth in gloom so
after a1 long and tedious night of moralmoalmo al darkness
under which the earth has rolled and her inhabi-
tants groaned for the last fourteen hundred years
anin aagep an antangelaneelel commissioned irom theilia al-
mightymalit descended and rolled back tilethe curtains8
of night from the minds ofor bamesame and caused the
sunbeamssun beamsbeauts of arnth to cheer and
warm theilia hearts of many welcome welcome
to our earth thou messenger of the I1most IFgh
anilanti thrice welcome thetiie aidintidingsggs ilichillch thou hastliast
borne 0 gracious father I1 askak thee in the
name of thy holy child jesus to bless with thy
rovalroyal favor the weak exertions of thytily humble
servant and make this production a blessing to
tilleeallail leonleyleile whowiio may babe favored with a perusal of
itits Ppagees wherever it shall go let it be a mes-
senger of conviction to tiletiie wicked and a1 I har-
binger of peace to the righteous let itsils contents
ba borne upon every breeze and waftedwafred to the
remotest climes let thetha angel of tiletiie covenant
go before it and prepare its way let its heaven-
ly influence be distilled upon the rich and fertile
soil ofor humble antland honest heartshearte go forth
therefore little volume to other nations ondand
tongueston bev and mwanny the almighty speed your wayway
and like a sharp two edahledged sword cut thy way
through the prejudices of tah generation encamp
with dlnil thy virtuesvirtue in the hearts of thetho people
and themthere let thy principles be enthroned

one thingthinethin I1 was pleased with which I1 noticed
init tilailiath 3 times and seasons the remarks made onoil
the tiseuse of intoxicating spirits in my heart they
foulfoudd a corresponding echo I1 should not belbra

willingwi liing to thetha thouthoughtglit for a moment that
the saints infit nauvoo would quietly stand still
and steesee a brother gorgegorga himself with that strong
drimer which makes a hell ofor his home and rolls
tilethe fiery flood of ruin over the affections of illsthis

IL

once happy family no they will dash from hisills
lips tilethe cup of wretchedness and sharply rebuke
the homicide that sells to him thetiie wine of wrath
and measures to him his wires tears by the pint
quart lionilongallon and may the of
heaven for ever blast 1 I had almost said those
brewers of strong drink which send forth their
corrupt and poispoisonousonous streams to sweep down iuin
their filthy current menmeil of erlingeterlingLt talents to an
untimely grave may theilia saints of god stand as
far from them as lot stood from ledom in itsils
evil day this dizzy flood has sometimes entered
lleilehefie house ofor worshipvorship invaded the sacred desk
and hushed in agathdeath for ever the voice that could
plead like anail angel the cause of god and man

I1 have just rereceivedelved a note from dr S hirs-
chell president rabbi of the hebrew community
in this country infit reply to a very polite note
which I1 sent to him requesting the indulgence ofor
a peirsonpersonalal interview withwilh him but infit conse-
quence of a very severe accident which bebel him
lie is confined to his room and unable at thistah
timelime to grant thellie asked indulgenceindulgences lilsliisillshis leg is
broken

I1 have addressed to him a communication upon
the subject of myiny mission a copy of which I1
transmit to you it may altogether unin-
terestingte to the saints adand friends in america

rev sir I1 cannot but express my sorrow
and regret at the misfortune under which you
labor in consequence of the severe accident
which begel you and by which you are confined
to your room please accept sir the sincere
wishes of a stranger that you may speedspeedilyfhyfly re-
cover from the injury you sustained in conse-
quence of the accident and resume tilethe laborslabots
which your bihighh and responsible station callscallcali you
to perform I1

feeling that I1 kiy not enjoy the privilege and
happiness of a perpersonalsonai interview with you I1
hope you will indulge the liberty which I1I1 now
presume to takelike inIII addressing a vvwrittenritten commu-
nicationni to you I1 embracing some of those things
bichaich I1 hid fondly hoped would have beenbren the
foundation of a mutual interchange of thought
between us but as providence has laid an em-
bargo upon that distinguished pr lege I1 must
forego at this time tiletho pleasure of a verbal rela-
tion ofor those things pertaining to your nation
with which my mind is deeply affected

since I1 have arrived to years of more mature
reflection and become religiously inclined the
writings of the jewjeulewishjewishish prophets have won my
affections and thelleilelie scattered and oppressed con-
dition of that people giaihaq enlisted the finest sym-
pathies of myMV heart Btdelldeillivingving therefore that
the words of hosea the prophet 2 23 connected
wi h your magnanimity will prohibit tiltilee indul-
gence of any prejudicepr judice inIII your feelings against
theauthorthetho author of thistilis production lriiri consequence of
hisilia not being able by any exitexial ng document or
record to identify himself itilrithfill your nailonnation

about nine agiyearsTs ago a youlyoungg man with whom
I1 had 1bodhodad a short acquaintance and one too in
whom dwelt much wisdom ailyallyand knowledge in
whose bosom the almighty had deposdepositedltd many
secretsecrets laid his handsbands upon my head and pro-
nounced these remarkable words in due time
thonthou shallshail go to jerusalem the land of thy fathers
and be a watewatchmanileanliTan unto the houehousa of israel and
by thytily llandhand shall the most high do a great
workworl which shall prepare the way and greatly
facilfacilitateitale lliethe gathering together of that people
manymanx other particulars were told me by him at
that time which I1 do not write in this letter
but sufficient iaii written to show that divine ap-
pointment is claimed as the main pringspring that liashas

Ssent metile forth from th embraces of an affection-
ate family and kind friends as well as from the
land that gave mome birth i

my labors sinshisineshipeP that period hhavohivoavoave been bestowedoestowed
upon thetho gentiles infit various countries and on
both sides of the atlantic until in the eailyearly part
of allalimarcharch IS 10 1 retired to my bed one night

1 as
usual and while meditating and contemplating
the field of my future laborslabor the vision of tbthe
lord like clouds of light burst into my view see
joel fillii 28 the cities of london amsterdam
constantinople and jerusalem all appeared in
succession beformbefore me and the spirit said unto
me herehero are many of thetile clchildrenildren of abraham
whom I1 will eathergather to the landfind that I1 gave to their
fathers and here also is the field of your labors
take therefore proper credentials from my people
your brethren and also from the governor of
your state with the seal of authority thereon
and go yoye forthfoth to the cities which have been
shoshownwilnii you and declare these words unto yudahjudah
and say blobioblow1v ye the trumpet in the landa 11 d ccryry
gather together and saysiyslybly assemble yourselves and
let usits go into the de fenced cities set up the
standstandardard3rd towards zion retire stay not for I1 will
bring evil from the northnarth and a great destruction
the lion is come up from his thicket and thetile des-
troyer of the gentiles is on his way he id14 gone
forth from hishia place to make thy land desolate
and thy cities shall bobe laid waste without an
inhabitant speak yeV comfortably to jerusalem
and cry unto her that her warfare is accomplished

that her iniquity is pardoned for she hath
received of the lords hand double for all her
sins let your warpingwarning voice be heardbeard among
the Cengengentilestiles ashs you pass and call ye upon them
in my name for aid and for assistance with
vouyouv ou it mattereth not whether it belittlebe little or much
but to me it belobeiobelongengethlh to show favor unto them

iwhowho show favor unto yolayo 11 tilethe vision concou

linuedin aed oienopenopen about six hours that I1 did not close

shymy eyes in sleep inInthisthis time many things welewermwere
chewn unto me which I1 have never writwrittenteltei
neither shall I1 writewrita them until they arearc fulfilled
infit jerusalem

it appears from thetho prophets that jerusalem
has none to guide none to take her by the landhand

andiud
amongmong all thetile sons whom she hath brought forth
and reared but these teotwo sons are come unto

the tons of strangers shall build up thy
wallwalls

permit me now rev sir to trouble you with
thetha reflections of a mind that feels completely
un trammelled from every party interestinterestyestt and 1

1

1

from every sectarian influence
when I1 look at the condition of your fathers

in the days of david and solomon and contrast
hatthat with the present condition of their descend-
antsailali is I1 am led to exclaim how are the mighty
falenfaldal en 11 then they possessed a kingdom a land
dlofloflowingwhig with milk and honey then the strong
arm of jehovah taught the surrounding nations
to pay tribute and homage to themthern then their
standard was raised high their banner floated on
every breeze and under its shade the sons and
daughters of israel reposed in perfect safety and
tiletho goidengolden letters of light and knowledge were
inscribed on its folds but now no kingdom
no country no tribute of gain or honorbonor no
stastandardndarddaid no security their sceptre has de-
parted and instead of that light and knowledge
which once gave them a transcendent elevation
above other nations tilehe height of their ambition
is now with someborne honorable exceptions the ac-
cumulation of sordid gain by buying and sellseilselling9
the stale refuse with which their fathers would
never have defiled their hands

why this wonderful change Is the god of
abraham isaac and jacob a just god most
certainly heishelshe is if then helie is a just god of course0
liehe will mete out and apportion the chastisement
or penalty to the magnitude of the offence or
crime committed allowing then the law of
moses to bobe theilia sanstandarddard by which actions arere
weighedweghed were not idolatry and the issheddingbedding of
innocent blood thetile ireagreatesttest sins which your fa

committed and was not the penalty
inflicted upon them for that transgression cap-
tivity init babdabbabylonionlon seventy years have they ever
been guilty of idolatry at all since their return
from babylon no have chev been guilty of
shedding innocent blood to that extent since their
return that heythey were before they were taken
captin by the jew saysbays no
very well there will none deny with any claim
upon our credulity but that the disaster and
overthrow that herelbetel the jewish nation infit thaiha
days of vespasian very far exceeded infit sevelseverityltv
in almost every particular the disaster and over-
throw that bereiberetbe relfel ththemem in the days of

now then if god beae just and mete out and
apportion thetile chastisement or penalty to theilia mag-
nitude of the offenseoffence ar crime committed it
follows of course that your fathers committed
some far greater crime subsequent to their return
from babylon than ever they before committed
be that crime whatever it may know ye that
for it or because of it the roman armies were
permitted to crowd their conquests to the heart
of yourour city burn your templetempie killhill your men
women and children and disperse your remnant
to the four quarters of thetile earth the fiery
storm that burst upon your nation at that time
and thehie traces of blood which they have ever sincesinco
left behind them in their flight and dispersion
together with the recent cursed crueltiescruel ties inflicted
upon them iuin damascus and rhodes but too f
plainly declare that theibe strong imprecation which
they uttered oilon a certain occasion has been ful-
filled upon them to the letter let his blood babe
on ws ond on our children if condemning and
crucifyingcrucia ing jesus of nazareth was not the cause
of this ireatgreat evil what was the cause of it

aware that I1 have written ververy pplainly upon
those points that have Ccome0me within my notice
yet ildfirbellevebelievelieve me sir when I1 assure you that my
pen is pointed with friendship and dipped init theilia
fountain of love and good will towards your
nation thetiie thoughts which it records havebare proprod
ceedee from a alartheart grateful to hethe almighty
that the timelime has arrived when the day star of
your freedom already begins to dispel the dark
and gloomy clouds which have separated youkyou
from the favor of your god ere ionglongionglong it will bobe
said to vouyouyou arise shine foforr thy light has comecomi
and thethi glory of the lord has risen upon there

the mmorningming breaksbrents the shadowsshadow flee
lo10 zionsziona standard lais unfurlediodld

the dawning ofaof a brighter dday1 a
majestic rises on the worlworld1

the gentile falness nownoil romestomes in
and israels blosbiosblessingssings aireare at handband

loilot judiths renireriremnantnant cleansed from sintin
shallshail in their promised canaan stand

now therefore 0 ye children of the covenant
repent of all your and begin 14as in
days of old to turn to the lord your god ariaearise
ariseadise and go out from the gentiles fortor destruc-
tion is corning from the north to jayay their cities
waste jerusalem is ihthy home there the god
of abraham will dedeliver thee joel if 32
there the bending heavensheavers shallshailshall reveal thy long
looked for messiah in fleecy clouds of light and
glory to execute vengeance upon thinothing en emieTemlet7 1

and leadtead thee and ifthy1 brbrethrenethrea of thathen ten triest
to sure concuconquests t aand1 certain victory thourlthoathou stall4


