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theories concerning the holy scrip-
tures are much like fasfashions they
change old ones give place to new
which in their turn become obsolete
toutbut amid the changes and variations
the word of god remains the ever
unimpeachable witness to the eternal
aruthtruth a monument of the dealings of
the almighty with his children

in late years learned criticism has
been engaged with the first six books
of the bible endeavoring to show that
they are not what they purport to be
notmot an authentic history of one of the
most important periods of the hebrew
race but something on a poxpar with
greekgreeb or scandinavian mythology to
it close observer the arguments ad-
duced for this supposition notwith-
standing their formidable array of
alleged facts resemble closely mr
Dbnellys laborious plea torfor the
cryptogram in shakespeare that is
they appear sublimely absurd but they
leaveave gained ground gradually and er-

v haps also shaken the faith of many the
process of criticism applied to the

it has been well under
irtood Is a flankbank attack upon the gos
jl of christ becalbecauselse it is a dentaldenial of
his authority when appealing to the
law and the prophets as the word of
godged hence the supreme importance
ofdf the controversy

thereinthere is a change coming modern
has about exhausted its am-

munitionni and the other side Is again
elaiclaimingmIngtoto be heard dr bartlett ex
protessor of dartmouth college has
recently published a volume on the
veracity of the in which
hebe defends the biblical theory of the
first six books of the bible against the
modern critical attacks his position
briefly stated is that the date of the
writing of those books must be close
to the events themselves because the
minuteness of the narrative as for in-
stance in the account of the spies the
rossicrossing of the jordan and various bat-
tles cannot reasonably be accounted
for on any other supposition the por-
trayal of character asan torfor instance that
of joshua is as much beyond the in-
vention of late judaism as it was
above the common level of his own
time and finally the newly discovered
documents prove that writing in an
elaborate form was prevalent in
Joslo huas time and add confirmation to
the historical statements of the first
books of the old testament among
these ancient documents are the tablet
found at tel el hesy in palestine and

tablets unearthed at tel el amara
in egypt

the literary digest of nov 27 pub-
lishes a few extracts of the volume
whichardchare interesting on the crossing

vff the redlied sea the author says
extensive shoals extend far out in

a southeasterly direction and a low
narrow sandbanksand bank reaches toward
them from the eastern shore being at
low tide a smallysmall channel some feet
wide and from three and a half to
five and a half feet deep but at high
tide the width Is about three miles
and the elaborate map of the suez
canal company gives the difference be
litween the highest and lowest known

ten feet and seven inches hereaasnasthehe conditions for the safe cross
UKg of the israelites and the drowning

bofof theabe egyptians the statement of
ththe scripturet barratnarrativeive that the lord
cawedisrlIFhese to spgp back by a strong
equitt wind11 ieaall11 night oonconformsforms to tbthe
wet wabeby the travelers well
giftedted Qcnubert andalad
namelyamely the great effect produced on

the height of the waters by a long
continued northeast or southeast wind
in connection with the tide i

dr robinson makes a computation i

to show the feasibility of the passage
of two millions moving at the rate
of only two miles an hour within
the allotted time a dry space of half
a mile or more would admit a thousand
persons abreast and a column two
thousand in depth two miles or more
from front to rear this would require
an hour for the entire column to enter
the channel aridand two hours more to
move over the distance of three or
four miles making on this last sup-
position two hours and a half in all
it may be added that if on account
of the flocks and herds we suppose the
time to be doubled the interval be-
tween sunset and sunrise in April being
about twelve hours would still allow
ample time for the safe passage of
israel and when the waters were
driven back in fultfull volume for the
destruction of the pursuing host it
would undoubtedly be a difficult move-
ment to arrange and execute with
such a great company as the israelites
but Aa moses or a napoleon would be
capable of effecting it

the construction of the tabernacle
in the wildwildernesseiness furnishes dr bart-
lett another strong argument irink favor
of the early date of the books in which
the record of the work is found he
says

now as an actual record of a trtrans-
action

ans
of the times a transaction of

sacred and central significance to the
chosen people this singular minuteness
and of details
Is perfectly accounted for but
as an alleged fabrication of
after ages in regard to a fic-
titious affair a thousand years ob-
solete it involves the supposition otaofa
stolid and aimless industry and a la-
boriousborisus and superfluous trifling not
credible in priest or layman

this is not all such a specification
of details involves an amount of accu-
rate knowledge of historic facts not
supposable yes not possible in any
late writer of fiction in fact in the
earlier part of the present century
such scholars not merely as von boh-
len and vater but even de
could declare that the construction of
the tabernacle and the priests gar-
ments implied a cultivation of the arts
and an abundance of costly materials
which we could not expect of the is-
raelitesra when they left egypt andaad that
the whole description of the tabernacle
therefore belongs not to history but
to fiction this bold statement now
shows the impossibility of its being a
fiction it was in their day neces-
sary even to argue the case with the
most learned men that the art of writ-
ing was practiced so early as the ex-
odus it is undoubtedly satesafe to say
that from before the time of ezra the
priest till well on in the present cen-
tury no human being could have ven-
tured on such a detailedde account of the
materials and processes without blun-
dering at every turn

it remained for the explorers otof the
present century to find ample evidence
of all this skill preprevailing in egypt at
and long before the time of the ex-
odus the very finest of fine linen
has been found there spinning and
weaving by hand is delineated in the
paintings and bright colors were em-
ployed the whole process of work-
ing gold is delineated in the tombstombe at
boutbent elemai aas early as the twelfth
dynastyasty goldsmiths are ottenoften menMM

moped and even the chief goldsgoldamith
to the aing

nowow for imyany writer lutn aherafter ages

litteight hundredbundred or a thousand Xgarft
liter to pass welysafely through all those
liabilities to mibmistaketake snaresawes and pit-
falls at every ac-
curacy even inthein the minutest points qtof
difference between the landslandlangsandsandand the
ages and the circumstances and with
no collection of antiquarian books or
museum to guide him there can be no
hesitation in saying is absolutely out
of the question

on the question of the deluge the
author seems to be a little more
timid he proves that a tradition of
that great cataclysm has been found in
not less than eighty seven widely scat-
tered tribes or races and more ththan
half of this number on the Ameramericanloan
continent yet he argues against the
universality of the flood suggesting
that it may not have covered any
greater area than palestine

A great many biblical scholarsscholar haveshave
taken the same view because they be-
lieve that to be the less difficult to ac-
count for to others it is altogether
unsatisfactory how could the water
for about a year cover a small area of
land without seeking its level and an
so doing forming rapids and cascades
the irresistible force of which would
have made a floating craft ananiniambos
sivilitylity and then again if the flood
were not universal what necessity waa
there for building an ark at all since
emigration to some neighboring uh
land would have answered the purpose
betterthe difficulties of believing in a uni-
versal flood are rather fancied than
real michaelis in his comments oron
genesis suggests there that in the in-
terior of the earths crust must be vastfast
cavities filled with water baft in
fact oceans much larger as to thejhb vol-

i

vol-
umeI1 of water than any on the earths
surface he believes that there ibti
communication between the oceans and
these immense subterranean
and that the latter by electric forces
might be made to bollboil over forcing
the vast deep to overflow nsnd in coincom-
parativelyively short time submergeerite the
earths entire surface when thelthe brees
that drove the oceans beyond their
bounds ceased to operate the wateraterwould again gradually subside to thereere
besses below this grand theory berins
to be inJn perfect harmony with the nar-
rative in genesis and W as
known nothing contrary to the geologi-
cal science

BLISS

the new york voice a vigor duB
clean cut and generally relreliablelable pro-
hibitionhibi tion organ has in a recent instance
allowed its wits to go dodl 4
or it has been absurdly imposed upon
by one rev dr bliss the lattelllatter laIs
referred to in the voice for nov I1 as
the financial agent of the statsalt lake
college salt lake city utah aridadd it
is stated that liehe breachtpre acht a sermon onOB
mormonism in boston last sunday 11

mormonism in boston would hardly
we think furnish the gentlegentlemantuan
much of a theme doubtless we
safely assume that the paper means
he preached in boston and thatthai his
subject was mormonism butadt itft this
was the papers carelessness as to die
tion what shall be said of the
preachers own carelessness as to tact
hear him

about a year ago the president
of the mormon church mr
in the church organ printed in li
lake city said that if polygamy it
been abandoned because their ftfabj
had changed theirthear opinionslons acs
not chaed his opinion and
to the truth that Wwas X
say it would we fotK
polygamy tois dead why do thee


