THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

from others, the elements of happi-
ness,

In fact, the inspirations of the
organizer of the *“Mormon*’ Church,
forced upon him the conviction that
it wag the practice of this defensive,
Peace policy. which came down the
ages, through patrinrchs and proph-
ete, that would preserve his people
ftom the curse of blood-guiltiness,
and fit them to be the instruments of
Divine power in regenerating the
world. The advanlages of living
this principle may be epitomized as
follows: There will be mno blood-

Ruiltiness to atone; man selecis the;
Purest gpecimens of manhood for
8acrifics; pence leaves them at home
to develop progress and give stabili- |
ty to the state.

We will look for practical resulis
of this policy in the history of this
peculiar people. Tn Missouri they
Were robbed of their property; their
houses were burned, their women
were subjected to licentious abuse,
their lenders were imprisoned, and,
finally, in the inclemency of win-
ter, the people were drlven from
the Stnte, under circumstances of
extreme barbLarity. The record of
these fiary trinls shows but one in-
stance of their nttacking their ene-
mies, and thay was for the purpose|
of relensing some of their Elders|
Trom the hands of an Iinfuriated |
mob. Some blood was shed on both
Bides. Inn state of extreme desti-
tution they found shelter in the
Blate of INlinois.

With a wonderful power of recu-
peration, begotten of a unlon of|
eflort, nnd n sublime falth in their|
God, in six short years there arose
from the nshes of the Missouri per-
Becutions, the beautiful city of Nau-
Voo, eontnining abeut 15,000 people, |
Amd n mogniheent temple, In which
to administer he higher ordinances
of their religion. Again, with plun-
dering, public prejudice was worked
Up against this people on account
of religious diflerences. Again
Were they driven from their homes
In the cold and storms of a north-
ern winter. Only*the sick and ex
tremely indigent were loft, with the
view of sending teams, at & more
favorable senson of the year, to re-
Move them lo the camp of their
People. 1t was Roped thht, with
the depnrture of the bod& of the
People and their leaders, the mob
Would manifest some mercy to-
Wards this shattered remnant. But
llO_thing seems more cruel than the
Spirit of religious intolerance. In
the Beptember, following the exo-
dus, the mob came ngainst them in

force. It waa filling the cup of

misery to overfiowing. This rem-
nant. broken but not conquered,
were driven to desperntion. They
made n supreme effort to defend
themselves. Blood was shed on
both sides, and they were driven to
the west side of the Mississippi
River, Unsheitered and starving,
disense made sad havoc in their
numbers. The effort to defend
themselves was human. To have
smothered their natural promptings
wouid have been a sublime sacrifice
to the spirit and genius of their re-
ligion. This ia the only circum-
stance, of this memorable persecu-
tion and exodus, that could possibly
be construed into n breach of the
defensive peace policy of this peo-
ple. Time will force the admiration
of mankind, for a people with the
slern will, with the confidence in
themsel ves and in their God, which
enabled them to plunge a thousand
miles into a deserf, there to force
from a barren Boil, by almost super-
human efforts, the needed bread
to keep them from perishing; to
contend with myrinds of destruc-
tive insects, even for that morsel,
while eking out an existence with
rawhide and wild roots.

It would seem that the great
Aniericnn people might have per-
mitted them to work out their des-
tiny in the desert, unmolested. Af-
ter the organization of a Territorial
government, with few exeeptions,
corrupt men were sent by the gen-
eral government, to administer Inw
in Utah. 'These men often led the
country and the government into
error with regard to the condition of
the people. As a result, ten years
after the Ploneers entered Great
Balt Liake Valley, an army was on
the march across the plaing, des-
tined to regulate the “Mormons.??

Humilintion of the government
followed this iH-advised move. The
“Mormons’’ were compelled to
adopt measures for self-defense, that
the government might learn of the
terrible wrong it was about to in-
flict. Their battalions occupled the |
mountain defiles, under strict or-
ders to shed no blood unless obliged |
to do so in self-defense. In accord-;

ance with thesu orders, means were | Y

found to cheek the advance of the
army until the government could
retrieve its error. Atlacked by an
enemy, whose base of supplies was
n thousand miles in the rear, with
no better means of transportation
than wagons, history furnishes no
other example of a people using
such speciad efforts to snve thelr one-
mics as well as themselves.

Thus we find the defunsive pmicyl
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of this people proven by the facts of
their history, Are they accused of
cowardice? To face what they have
repentedly done, with the supreme
fnith that God would bring deliver-
ance and enlargement, requires a
high order of courage. The calm-
ness with which they bave faced
persecution for nenrly two genera-
tions, is not the frult of fanaticlsm.

In a revelntion glven to the
Prophet Joseph, at Kirtland, Ohio,
in the fifth year of the existence of
the Church, nre embodied the prin-
ciples on which this people base
their defensive policy. They are '
nssured that should they lay down
their llves for Christ’s sake, they
should find them ngain, even lives
vternal. That a similar idea is em-
bodied in most religions which ex-
ercise much influence on mankind,
eather adds to than diminishes the
force of this Divine assurance. They
are exhorted to abide in the cov-
enant, “Even unto death that they
might be found worthy.’’ That
this eovenant which they were to
ablde in unto death, was a covenant
of peace is evident, from what fol-
lows: “Renounce war and pro-
claim peace.”?

The practice of this pence policy
is alrendy drawing a brond line of
distinction between the Latter-day
Saints and their enemies. The eter-
nal Inw of compensation will, soon-
er or Inter mete out to nations and
individuale, the measure they have
meted out to others. The aggressive
and violent must go to the wall.

The following embodiment of this
anecient law has been exhumed
from the debris of centuries, by rev-
glation te the modern Prophet.
While it exhibits the pgenius of
pence nnd good will, it is n sure
guide to the oppressed, to a cer-
tain and complete triumph over
their enemies:

“Now I speak unto you concern-
ing your families; if men will emite

ou, or your families, once, and ye
gea.r it patiently and revile not
syrninst them, neither seek revenge,
ye ghall be rewarded;

«“But if ye bear it not patlently,
it shall be accounted unio you as
being meted out a just measure unto

ou.

«“And again, If your enemy shall
smite you the second time, and you
revile not against your enemy, and
bear lttpntlently,dvour rewnrd shall
be an hundred-fold.

«and again, if he shall smite
you the third time, and ye bear it
patiently, your reward shall be
doubled 1nto you four-fold.

««and these three testlmonies
shall stand against your enemy if
he repent not, and shall not be blot-

ted out.
tiAnd now verily I say unto you,



