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from others the elements of happi-
ness

in fact the inspirations of the
organizer of the mormon church
forced upon him the conviction that
it was the practice of this defensive
peace policy which came down the
ages through patriarchs and proph-
ets that would preserve his people
from the curse of blood guiltiness
and fit them to be the instruments of
divine power in regenerating the
world the advantages of living
this principle maybemay be epitomized as
tOlfollowslows there will be no

to atone man selects the
purest specimens of manhood for
sacrifice peace leaves them athemeat home
to develop progress and give stabili-
tyty to the state

wecewill look for practical resuresultsits
of this policy in the history of this
peculiar people in missouri they
were robbed of their property their
houses were burned their women
were subjected to licentious abuse
their leaders were imprisoned and
finallydually in the inclemency of win-
ter the people were driven from
the state under circumstances of
extreme barbarity the record of
these fiery trials shows but one in-
stance of their attacking their ene-
mies and thab was for the purpose
of releasing samesome of their elders
from the hands of an infuriated
mob some blood was shed on both
sidesaides in a state of extreme desti-
tution they found shelter in the
state of illinois

with a wonderful power of recu-
perationpe begotten of a union of
effort and a sublime faith in their
god in six short years there arose
from the ashes of the missouri per

the beautiful city of nau
0o containing about people
andald a magnificent temple in which
to administer the higher ordinaordinancesaces
of their religion again with plun-
dering public prejudice was worked
upP against this people on account
of religious differences again
were they driven from their homes
in the cold and storms of a north-
ern winter sick and ex

indigent were left with the
viewew of sending teams at a more
favorablefaivorable season of the year to re-
move them to the camp of their
people ttit was boded that with
the departure of the bodybodi of the
people and their leaders the mob
would manifest some mercy to-
wards this shattered remnant but
nothing seems more cruel than the
spirit of religious intolerance in
the september following the exo
dugws the mob came against them in
force it was filling the cupcap of

misery to overflowing this rem-
nant broken but not conquered
were driven to desperation they
made a supreme effort to defend
themselves blood waswaa shed on
both sides and they were driven to
the west side of the mississippi
riverbiver unsheltered and starving
disease made sad havoc in their
numbers the effort to defend
themselves was human to have
smothered their natural
would have been a sublime sacrifice
to the spirit and genius of their re-
ligion this is the only circum-
stance of this memorable persecu-
tion and exodus that could possibly
be construed into a breach of the
defensive peace policy of this peo-
ple time will force the admiration
of mankind for a people with the
stern will with the confidence in
themselves and in their god which
enabled them to plunge a thousand
miles into a desert there to force
from a barren soil by almost super-
human efforts the needed bread
to keep them from perishing to
contend with myriads of destruc-
tive insects even for that morsel
while eking out an existence with
rawhide and wild roots

it would seem that the great
american people might have per-
mitted them to work out their des-
tiny in the desertdesen unmolested af-
ter the organization of a territorial
government with few exceptions
corrupt men were sent by the gen-
eral government to administer law
in utah these men often led the
country and the

I1
government into

error with regard to the condition of
the people As a result ten years
after the pioneers entered great
salt lake valley an army was on
the march across the plains des-
tined to regulate the mormonscormonsMormons

humiliation of the government
followed this JUill advised move the

mormonscormonsMormons were compelled to
adopt measures for swself defense that
the government might learn of the
terrible wrong it was about to in-
flict their battalions occupied the
mountain deniesdefiles under strict or-
ders to shed no blood unless obliged
to do so in self defense in accord-
ance with these orders means were
found to check the advance of the
army until the government could
retrieve its error attacked by an
enemenemyly whose base of supplies was
a thousand mimilesles in the rear with
no better means of transportation
than wagons history furnishes no
other example of a people using
such special efforts to save their onene-
mies as well as themselves

thus we find the defensive policy

of this people proven by the facts of
their history are they accused of
cowardice to face what they have
repeatedly done with the supreme
faith that god would bring deliver-
ance and enlargement requires a
high order of courage the calm-
ness with which they have faced
perspersecutionec ution for nearly two genera-
tions is not the fruit of fanaticism

in a revelation given to the
prophet joseph at kirtland ohio
in the fifth year of the existence of
the church are embodied the prin-
ciples on which this people base
their defensive policy they are
assured that should they lay down

their lives for christschrist sake they
should find them again even lives
eternal that a similar idea is em-
bodied in most religions which ex-
ercise much influence on mankind
rather adds to than diminishes the
force of this divine assurance they
aroare exhorted to abide in the cov-
enant even unto death that they
might be found worthy that
this covenant which they were to
abide in unto death was a covenant
of peace is evident from what fol-
lows penrenounceounce war and pro-
claim peace M

the practice of this peace
is already drawing a broadbread line of
distinction between the latter day
saints and their enemies the eter-
nal law of compensation will soon-
er or later mete out to nations and
individuals the measure they have
meted out to others the aggressive
and violentviolent must go to the wall

the following embodiment of this
ancient law has been exhumed
from the debris of centuries by rev-
elation to the modern prophet
while it exhibits the genius of
peace and good will it is a sure
guide to the oppressed to a cer-
tain and complete triumph over
their enemies

now I1 spikspeak unto you concern-
ing your families if men will smite
you or your families once and ye
bear it patiently and revile not
againstadaina them neither seek revenge
ye shshallI1 be rewarded

but if ye bear it not patiently
it shall be accounted unto you as
being meted out a just measure unto
you

and again if your enemy shall
smite you the second time and you
revile not against your enemy and
bear itimpatiently your reward shall
be an hundredfoldhundred fold

and again if he shall smite
you the third time and ye bear it
patientlyly your reward shall be
doubled unto you fourfoldfour fold

and these three testimonies
shall stand against your enemy if
he repent notna and shall not be blot-
ted out

and now verily I1 say unto you


