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editorials
electrical executions

HANGING is played out this used
to be the murderersmurderervs coast in chicagochicago
san francisco and other great cities
where slayers of men were permitted
to escape the gallows either through
a wide interpretation of the phrase

emotional insanity or the disin-
clinationclinationution of pliant juries to send a
man to the gallows but hanging is
nowBOW or soon will be really played
outoat in the state of new york after
january lot 1889 persons condemned
to death in thatteat state will suffer the
extreme penalty by electricelectricitytV and not
by strangulation

this method of terminating theearthly career of capital criminals has
been recommended by a number of
scientistsdentists torfor some time but new york

we believe tois the first commonwealth
in the union to put it into prac-
tice under legislative enactment

there is something revolting in the
practice of choking to death crim-
inals whose lives are forfeited to thelaw it tois the death of a dog in
ancient times he who was thus thrust
out ofel mortal life was deemed accursed
the antiquity of the custom does not
lothe it with any degree of respec-

tabilitytability or apologize for its con
ti11 nuance in the nineteenth century
modern progress demands something
lessleas barbaric indeed those who
sonconsidersider themselves advanced think-
ers ai demand the abolition of
capitalR punishment and consider it
wrong torto take human life under any
circumstancescircumstances this howevernowever does
not obtain to any great extent for af-
ter trial it has been found inexpedient
and the death penalty foror murder has
been restored the substitution of thebattery for the rope seems to be themost likely reform in the punishment
of capital 0sensesoffenses

71ehte mode of execution seems to be in
haafme respects vastly preferableprele fable to the
barbarous one of hanging it is said
to be instantaneous it is free from
the liability to those horrible scenes
by which bungling hangmen havebavebrought disgrace upon the placesplace
where they have recurred it is com-
parativelyively painless at any rate thesufferings of the condemned are not
prolongedngo d and the convulsive twitch-
ingbupt seen after the shock are ex-
plainedplained as merely muscular contrac-
tionsnone to which the executed person is
totally insensiblen ena e

underr thethe newN bw yorkyork law there areother features which makes itil prefer-
able to strangulation in the old fash
toned way there will be noBO public or
semipublicsemiami public exhibition of toe eatcat-
astrophe the culprit will be taken to
tilethe death room where onlyanly such wit-nesses as are necessary to certi-
fy to the execution will be
presentgew and there killed by onefepowerfulwart shock the mystery of hisdeathath willwilI1 give to it an air of terror

sufficient torfor outside effect and thus
act as a means of restraint upon the
ertri minded equal at least to
that afforded by the hangingbanging process
particularsulars of the execution too are
to be suppressed publication of the
details Is prohibited and only thefacts
of the final act are to be given to the
press there will be nothing in the
proceedings to feed that morbid curi-osity so common amonamong the public
notnor that sentiment of falsebalse heroism
with which the criminal class view the
malefactor who dies game

the tendency of modern thought has
been torfor sometimesome time in a humane direc-
tion the torture of criminals is not
tolerated in civilized nations the
catalogueoatalogue of capital offenses has
been reduced to a minimum
and public executions which drewtogethergether the worst elements of
celety and helped to brutalize
instead of reform the hustling howl-
ing proprofaninglaning mob have become the
exception instead of the rule thespeediestpeedlestediest and least painful process otof
death lorfor malefactors has become a
public desideratum

we do not believe in any method ofcapital punishment that does not in-
volve the shedding of che blood of the
murderer chosowhoso sheddeth mans
blood by man shall his blood be shedabed 11

tois the divine law against murder I1 thelife of the flesh is the blood thereof
and the pouring out of the life fluidalaid is
the only atonement a murderer can
make for hisbis unpardonable crime but
Asaa between the two methods strangu-
lation and a fatal electric shock we
think there will not be a long hesita-
tion in civilized communities when
the experiment inaugurated by new
york has been demonstrated to be
successful other states will soon fol-
low the example for peoples are imita-tive as well as individualsU and hang-
ing we believe will soonloon be played
outcut in the entire united states

A PEACE DISTURBER

Us new emperorEmpero of germany mamayy
properly be designated as bis
marcks bad boy the iron chancellor
maylay possibly manage to keep the young

an in check for a time but he is too
impulsive to be held long iuin restraint
he Ushas begun to ffulfill the fears con-
cerning him and justify the criticisms
that have been expressed regarding
Ushu character with startling sudden
noaesa

almost before the corpse of his re

father was cold hebe launched a
couple of boats upon the sea of hisbis
imperial policy in theibe shape of proclaprecha
lations tote the army and navy both
documents are ominousemi neus ohoshowingwing that
tiebe expects to make active threshing
machines of those hebe addresses at the
earliest practicable date for the pur-
pose of showing that the new german

war lord Is not a whit in the rear of
hisbis illustrious predecessors he
even goes so far as to assert
that the spirits of the an-
cestors of the house of which
liebe is a scion are looking
down and propose to make notes of
the progress of future developments
expecting german arms to be as
formidable in the hands of the present
generation as they were in those of the
progenitors of the existing race of
Teu tons the young emperor signifi-
cantly places the army and navy first
and the people last in the procproclama-
tion

iama
business and europe looks upon

the presentresent situation somewhat fremb
longly

when the young emperor waswaa prince
william he made no secret of hisbis
warlike views he expressed great
confidence in the ability of the powers
includeddedinin the tripartite alliance ger
many austria and italy to demolish
any other international coalition that
could be formed and that there
should be no besita jicy about
striking the first blow he was
opposed to waiting for a belligerent
demonstration from the other side
the proclamations are therefore taken
as an indicationinaication that he still adheres to
those warlike ideas findand france is
specially agitated on the subject

in the meantime the subtle and able
bismarck will be at work upon william
and may probably induce him to as-
sume a more pacific tone in lahisis ad-
dress to the people which wild likely
be issued tomorrow itif hebe manages
to putut the brake on the impetuous andansand ambitious emperor it will only be
effective for a time torfor itif william II11
osithe sort of person he is described as
being hebe will grow impatient at tile
check and throw it off

the eyeselyes of all toethe nations will be
upon him he is regarded as a dis-
turbing factor liable to break the
peace of the world at any moment A
man of his impetuous arbitrary and
ambitious disposition with power in
his handsbands is as dangerous to the peacebace
of europe as a small boy combinedcombcombinedinex with
a box of matches is to the existence of
a barn well stocked with inflammable
materials

IT would be creditable to the great
political parties of this country itif in
the coming campaign they would re-
frainf from tactics that in
agles have been very disgraceful to
both

in the first place there should be no
flinging of futhfilth against the respective
candidates it should be a conflict of
principlesples notmot of individual

the shameful report circulated
at st louis against the personal char-
acter of the chief magistrate as the
democratic candidate was vile and
contemptible both in manner and mot-
ter

mat-
ter it ought to be drowned in a
flood of universal condemnation the
disinclination of its originator to
as knowledge its paternity is a good
sign at one time be would have
gloried in recognizing hisbis child of in-
famy now hebe is keeping in the dark
where he properly belongs thisshould be a token to the slanderersslanderers
and scandal mongersbongers that this is not
to be a mud throwing campaign

in the next place there should be no
falsification of the views of the appo

there ought to be virtue
enough in thedoctrines of either party
to stand upon their own merits and
manhood enough in their advocates to
pit their adverse opinions one against
the other fairly and without misrepre-
sentationsen tation

for instance take the comments of
baoyady papers onOB the democratic plat-
formorm auas an illustration of common
politicalcai prevarication that with thepresidents message on the tariff and
the mills bill has been attacked as a
declaration of free trade Andyeand yettitisit is
no such thingthine the platform the bill
and the message do not either advocate
or aim at free trade they only strike
at an excessive tariff which piles up a
surplus in the national treasury at the
expense of the consumer and to the
detriment of the country and the
measure before congress which em-
bodies the views of the majoritymajor ltv of
democrats is in itself a refutation of the
charge of treefree trade so freely made
andandrodo industriously circulated by the

it does not dedestroy8 troy
but only modifies the tariff it cuts
down the duty on certain articles and
places a few on the free list but in its
whole scope and purpose sustains the
tariff principle but gives as its legiti-
mate object the raising of revenue
without increasing the surplus

why not let the factsfaces go to the coun-
try and then if possible show the fal-
lacy of the arguments and the insta-
bility of the position assumed by therevenue reformers instead ofef falsely
accusing them of taking a stand lorfor
ffreeree trade

the prohibitionists held a national
cconvention not long ago when they
declared their views on the tariff ques-
tion and the protectionistsprojectionists have de-
nounced them equally with the dem-
ocrats as advocates of free trade
here is the resolution which was in-
troducedtrod at indianapolis

that an adequate public revenue
being necessary it may properly be

raised by import duties and by an
equitable assessment upon the proper-
ty and the legitimate business of thecountcountry but import duties should be
so rereducedneed that noBO surplus shall be
accumulated in the treasury and that
the burdens of taxation shall beae re-
moved from foods clothing and other
comforts and necessaries of life

who can fairly construe this as a treefree
ttadefadeade declaration it distindistinctlycly pro-
nounces ariffnoun ceis in favor of a modified tariff
but for revenue purposes and the
legitimate business of the country
abis is the policy of the administra-
tion there are but few democratsDemo crato
who now contend torfor free trade pure
and simple that is considered bytheby the
majority of both parties as impractic-
able in the present condition of na-
tional international affairs who-
ever pretends that the question before
the country is that of free trade versus
protection raises a false issue thedispute is really as to whether the
tariff shall be torfor protectingprotect lne certain in-
dustriesdus tries or torfor raisingraffling revenue suffic-
ient only torfor the purposes of govern-
mentm nt

members of bolh parties are divided
as to what articles shall be placed on
the treefree list and what shall be the re-
ductionsductions on otheus but neither
clamors for free trade and tthelie pro

in fairness ought not to
pretend that their opponents do thisthey should bring forth their strong
reasons to sustain their position that
it is one of the ffunctions of toe gov

to protect manufacturing
and other interests by imposing a duty
upon similar foreign products as
against the democratic idea that the
governmentgovernmentovern ment has no right to do thisgutJovernu that the tariff should be simply for
revenue purposes and that such pro-
tection as is thusthas afforded to home
products should be incidental and not
the special object of legislation this
bovid be honest fair and square and
either party could stand on its own
principles leaving the public to de-
cide with a proper understanding of
tthehe controversy

this would be honorable warfarewartare
slander vituperation abuse are un-
dignified lowbredlow bred and vulgar mis-
representation is equally to be de-
spised the proper method in colem
ititss is for either party to state the
position of the other at least as
strstronglyongly as he would put it himself
and tthenbe proceed to demolish or over-
come it with that intelligence which

I1 error as light drives dark-
ness from the earth let us have a
campaign of principle of honor and of
decency
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TWO KINDSHERDS OF LIBEL

two casas of libel recently decided in
minnesota afford illustrations of the
essential difference between malicious
defamation of character and uninten-
tional misrepresentation both are in-
juriousJurlous the former is criminal
while the latter only raises a civil
question of actual damage to the party
aggrieved s2

in the first case a jury rendered a
verdict for 1000 against the present
warden of the state prison for charg-
ing against the former warden im 1

proper conduct towards female
evicts investigation showed the acau 1

bation to be groundless and to havebave
beens repeated from mAlimaliciousclous state-
ments made by convicts which were

to the ex wardenarden the
verdict exonerates the libelled gentle-
man and affords a lesson to his libeller
anandldl others who spread slander and
assail personal character

in the other case the result was in
favoronfavor of the defendant the st paul

press which published anaa ar-
ticle reflecting upon dexter A allenalien
but discovering its error one of mis-
taken identity retracted the charge
and malemade apology on the day after the
libel the court instructed the juryjary to
fladfiad for the defendant this was un-
der a new libel law of the state which
provides that when a paper makes a
mistake and publishes a correction
and retraction within three days the
offended party cannot recover any-
thing tutbut actual damages tv that isp to business trade or mccuoccupa-
tion

pa

thisanis it apappearspears to us is sensible lawthe best ofof men make mistakes andthe same rule applies to public jour-
nals and when ample apology is of-
fered and so far as possible amends
are made the element of malice which
isa the gravamen of the offenceoffense is
palpably absent andancl therefore the act
isis not truly criminal and yet an in

may hebe grievously wronged
and seriously injured by the uninten-
tional

mon
libel and should therefore be

able to recover damages proportionate
to the injury

there is a wide distinction between
the malicious intent to blacken character which tois observable lain somenewspapers and any error into
a reporter or an editor raymay fall in the
hurry of dealing out news to dallydaily
readers and this ought always to be
takentakehintointo account when courts andjuries deal with cases of libel thejournals of america have been per-
mitted to cut a very wide swath in the
field of personal reputation and it has
often seemed that the only remedy a
man had who was assailed in the
public prints was that of personal
retaliation and private vengeance

that of course is all wrong every
citizen should be protected by the lawas much from assaults on his reputa-
tion as from violence to his body in
fact the former are the more grievous

to be borne and the editor hasbaa soBO

much the advantageadvantaxe over the unfortu-
nate victim of hisbis li bellous attacks
that an attempt at reply is like the ef-
fort of a letteredfettered captive to resist the
tortures inflicted upon hirahim by an ex-
alting savage the law should make
it dangerous torfor persistent retainersdetainersdetadef inersamers
to indulge their predilectionspredilectionsandsad there
ought to be a general effort to raise
the tone of modern journalism so taftt
private character should noBO longer be
considered a legitimate object of pub
lie assault

included in the law of libel should
be the deliberate of a

whatpersonsdersons public or private utterances
what can be more provoking to a
speaker on any subject social Ppo-
litical or redireligionsious than to see
in print remarks and senti-
ments attributed to him which
are the very opposite of his views and
enunciation or to a prominent man
in any profession to see in a newspaper
a report of an interview with him
that never occurred with ideas ad-
vanced as hisbis that he never enter-
tained and yetiet these are common
marks olof what some publishers of
papers have the impudenceimputes to call

enterprise 10 they are libels8 in the
ullfull sense of the term and ought to be
punishable and severely punished bbyy
the law private vengeance is an evil
and in a civilized country there ought
to be no excuse left torfor its exercise

everybody ought to be careful about
repeating stories they hear concerning
individualia conduct talebearersTalebearers are a
public nuisance they should be
frowned down and tabooed out ofef
decent society the bearer of good
tidings ought to be welcomed in pref-
erence to the retailer of scandal and
all deoppeople who make any pretensionspretenal ons
to advancement above barbarbarbarismism
should help to purify the social atmos
phere bybv their utter discountenance of
everything libelouslibe loua

SMALL WORK FORFOB A GREAT
BODY

tunTUB delay in the action of the united
states senate onOB the nomination of
Mel iville W faller torfor chief justice
does not look well on the part of the
republicans it shows that they arean
not very eager to put in practice tthathat
civil service reform about whichaich they
talk so glibly to gentlemen on the
other side of the chamber they
have had such a monopoly of the offi-
ces for a quarter of a century that they
seem to grudge any important posi-
tion to their political adversaries

the opposition to lamar was suffi-
ciently ungenerous but the aoucourserse
taken in regard to fuller threatens to
be conducted in still worse taste
senator edmunds has added nothing
to his public reputation by his oppo-
sition to mr fuller and in thehe recentrec en
correspondence between them the 1se-
nator does not shine by contrast with
the judge

it appears that the judiciary com-
mittee of which mr edmunds is
chairman received a communication
from some enemy of mr fullers al-
leging that hebe had been connected with 1

a scheme to make the west chicago
park board pay torfor a piece of
and for which the owner was willing
0 take and that either or

of this went into the hands of
either mr fullerfidler or one of the clerks
in hisbis office as a teefee also that as
jury commissioner he managed to so
arrange matters in a cuecase against the
south park commissioners as to have
the jury so influenced that they re-
turned an improper verdict and ffur-
ther

ar
that when the record in an-

other case was being made up torfor the
circuit court be endeavored to have
the fact suppressed that he was acting
as jury comcommissioner at the time the
aalljuryury was drawn y

all this was set foritloran in a letter from
senator edmunds to judge Fuller with
the remark that any statement hebe
should think proper to make would be
gladly received by the committee but
no name was given as authority for
these vague accusations and mr ed-
munds declined to give alyasany as the
senate rules did not permit the dis-
closure mr fuller very briefly and
very properly declined tot notice an-
onymous aspersions and informed
the senator that publication would
dispose of these fabrications without
subjecting him to the humility of hav-
ing to notice them he thereupon
gave thecorrespondence to the press

it has since been shown that the
property spoken of in the first chachargeir
was Unot purchased bythe park noboardaier
but wasss acquired by condemnation
under the law of eminent domain
that the case was fully tested be-
fore a jury that mr fuller did
not appearpear in connection with
the mmatterXter and had nothing tote do with
the trtransactionobaction this is testified to bby
the judge who tried the case anaand
who tthoughM

ough a political opponent of
mr fafulleror ddeclaresI1ares that in his judg-
ment IBO0 more fit person couldcoald have
been birned by the presidentdeat lorfor theposto of chiefalef justice other
gentgentlemenleen thoroughly familiar with
the whole matter have corroborated
the statement Rof the judge while
mr fuller himself has maintained a
didignifieded silence and the other
cchargesg have been refuted as

andd comcompletelyplemely as the first
ittt isgs rather our so dienidigni-

fied a person as the icareiceberg from ver-
mont h expect mujudgerage fuller to
defend himself from anonanonymousYM019 aandnd
unsupported before a body

that cannot be called a court
and itif the senate has a rulerole for-
bidding the disclosure of the
names of persons preferring charges
against prominent personspersona that body
cancaa scarcely expect those who are thus
accused to pay much respect to such
peculiar investigations the consti-
tutionaltuttat ional provisionprovisionvision that accused per-
sons shashallFro

I1 have the right to be con-
fronted with the witnesses against
them ought to prevail in an investiga-
tion asag to the character otof a nominee
for office as much as in a criminal
prosecution

such exhibitions otof partisanship as
are made before the country by pome
of its highest officials is very humiliat-
ing it is admitted almost universal-
ly that the choice of the president for
chief justice is a good one and no-
body pretends that anything stands lain
the way of his confirmation by a re-
publican senate but the tactfact that he is
a democrata insinuations as to the
danger of democratic interpreta-
tions of the law are simply ab-
surd for they form the chief
part of the jurisprudencelaris prudence of theroun
try and it will be found on investi-
gation that for several vears past the
supreme court of the united stated
though so largely competed of republ-
icans has tended in its decisions
towards sound democratic doctrine
andnd the principles enunciated jy the
eminentailment democratic jurists who for-
merly composed the majority of the
court

itif the apapproachingro aching presidential
election shawshall continue in power the
present administration it Is quitequile
probable that in a few years the politi-
cal complexion of the supreme court
will be changed and that a majority
of Demosdemocratsrats will again sit upon the
bench this tois one of the contingen-
cies of the campaign and one that en-
ters largely into the calculations lot

I1 the most thoughtfultfal men of either
partyarty but whatever may be the an-
ticipations or forebodings onOB this ques-
tion any factiousactions opposition to the
conAGation of mr fuller appears to
be very ungracious if notdot disgraceful
and should the vote of the senate be
postponed until next session in kopeshopes
that a republican will be elected to
the presidency and the ap
polut ment can be pushed off
until a republican chief jus-
tice can be nominated the party

engaged jnin such a reprehensible
scheme will rivegive much political
tal to its opponents to use durlluring the
struggle foror power the theltwtbisett and
most respectable thing for the senatevate
to do will be to confirm mr follerfalter
without any further exhibitions utu par-
ty pettiness and any mare attempts to
cast unjust reflections upon achara char-
acter that appears to be
able

A BRAVE STRUGGLE FORFOK
LIFE

THE indomitable courage and forti-
tude of0 general sheridan have en
abbed himaim to withstand the ravages of
disease no less than to resist the
forces which waged a war againstagala4 the
union and thusthas threatened the itteise of
the nation his gallant stand almost
the assaults of the grim
prostrate on a sick oedbed have ettiredkimhim to the people as much asa his
bravery upon the field of battle
he has shown what can be
done by a strong willandwill and a tout
heart and his calm and heroic con-
d

coa-
d

con-
ductdact is worthy of the emulation of all
who are attacked by disease or misfor-
tune many a man who has succumbed
to severe mupain and a prostratingpro mala-
dy

mal-amumight havee conquered and lived it
endowed with the mental energy and
strong determination of the great little
soldieraldieroldier the name of phil sheridan

will be a synonym for courage endur
once and hope

A DEEP WATER PORT

0ft
A convention of delegates from the
tradeade organizations municipalities
and people interested in the establish
ment of a deep water port onOB the
coast of texas has been called to
meet at fort worth texas july
1888 torfor the purpose olof memorializingmemorializing
rerepresentatives1 in congress and do-
vi

de-
vi

de-
visingvidelux means lorfor the accomplishmentashment
of this each board 0off trade
MUDmunicipalityI1Cip ity or legislative ddistrictbrict lain
all thathatt regionre on lying west of thet a mis-
sissippiatsissippi81 pi andan south of this city Is in
vitet to sen a delegate to the con-
ventionven tion the move Is an important
one and it it shall succeed the com-
mercemele of the region nanamedeh will be
greatly benefitted

SWEET CLOVER DELEGATE
WE

hintington emery co utah
junejane ins

editorrdaitor deseret Nnewsaws

will you please answer through your
the

lot what good can white weor cali-
fornia clover be put to 1ctI mean that
kind that grows along the state road
and has almost ruinedrained a great many
fields in that locality

ad do you think it would be profit-
able to plant for feed jorforor for any other
purpurposepose in localities where it does not
exist

ad will stock eat it under any cir-
cumstancescum stances except starvation

ath Is the november election teror


