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RLECTRICAL EXKCUTIONS.

“HixgING I8 played ont.” This zsed
to be the morderer’s poast n Chicsgo,
Ban Francleco and other greatcities
where slayers of men were permitted
to eacape the gallows, either throngh
s wlde loterpretation of the phrase
*emotional insanity,’” or the disin-
clination of pliant juries to send a
man to the gallows. Bot hangling i
20w, or soon will be, really ‘‘played
ont' in the State of New York. After
Jaunsatry 1st, 1889, persons condemned

to death inthat State will suffer the
extreme penalty by electricity and not
by strangulation.

This method of terminating the
earthly career of capital criminals bas
been recommended by a4 number of
sclentists for some time, bot New York,
we believe, is the first commonwealth
in the Umion to pot it into prac-
tice under legislative enactment.

There 18 something revolting in the
?ractice of choking to death crim-
nals whose lives are forfcited to the
law. It is the death of a dog. In
anclent times he who was thos thrust
out of mortal life was deemed accursed.
The antiquity of the custom does not
elothe it with any degree of respec-
tabllity or apologize for its con
tlouance iu the nineteenth centuory.
Modern ﬂrogress demands something
less barbaric. Indeed those who
¢onsider tiemselves “advanced think-
ers,’’ demand the abolition of
capltal pnnishment and consider it
wrong to take homan fife onder any
circnmatances. This, bowever, does
not obtain to any great extent, for, af-
ter trial, it has been found inexpedient
and the death penalty for murder has
been restored. The sobstitution of the
battery for the rope secms to bethe
most likely reform in the punishment
of capital offenses. -

This mode of execution seems to bein
many respects vastly preferable to the
barbprens one of hanging. It is sald
to be instantaneous, It is free from
the liability to those horrible scepes
by whick buneling hangmen bave
bronght dlsgrace opon the places
where they have oecurred. It is com-
paratively palnless; at any rate the
sufferings of the condemped are not
?mlonged, and the convuisive twitch-
nge, seen after the shock, are ex-
plaiped as merely muscular contrac-
tions to which the execated person s
totally insensible, .

.Under the New York law there are
other featores which makes it prefer-
able to astraneulation in the old-fash-
ioned way. There will be no public or
semi-public exhjbition of tee cat-
astropbe. The culprit will be taken to
the death room, where gniy soch wit-
D¢E#RS A3 are necessary to certi-
ty to the execution wlll be
present, and there killed by one
Sowertul shock. The mystery of his

eath will give to it an air ol terrot
sufficient tor outslde effect, and thus
act as 3 means of restruint upon the
sriminally minded, eqnal at least to
that afforded by the fanging process.
Particolars of the execution, 100, are
t0 be suppressed. Puoblication ot the
detalls is probibited, and oniy thefacts
of the final act are to be given to the
press. Thoere will be nothing in the
proceedinga to feed that morbid cori-
osity so common among the public,
nor that sentiment of false herolsm
with which the criminal class view the
malefactor who *‘dies game.’?

Fhe tendency of modern thoaght bas
been for some time in & humane direc-
tion, . The torture of criminals is not
tolerated In civilized nations. The
eataiogne of capltal offenses has
been  redocted to a minimom.
And public executions, which drew
\)gether the worst -elements of
soclety and helped to brotalize
instead ol reform the hustling, howl-
ing, profaning mob, have become the
exception instead of the rule, The
speedlest and least painful process of
death for malefactors has become a
public desideratom.

We do nat beifeve in any methed of
cn{nttal punishment that does not lu-
volve the shedding of che blood of the
murderer. ‘“Whoso sheddeth man’s
blood by man shall his blood be shed,”
is the divine law against murder. *"The
e of the flesh is the blood thereof,"
and the pouring out of the life finid 1s
the oniy atonement a murderer can
make for his unpardenable crime, But
as Detween the two methods, strangn -
lation and a fatal electric shock, we
think there will not be a long hesita-
tion ip civilized communities. When
the experlment inangursted by New
York has besn demonstrated to be
successful, other States will soon fol-
low the example, for peoples are imita-
tve as well as Individuals, and bang-
lng,' we believe, will soon be “played
out in the entire United States,

A PEACE DISTURBER,

Tre new Emperor of Germany may
properly be designated as Bis-
marck’s bad boy. The iron chancellor
-13 pos_slbly mapage to keep the voung
.man in check for a time, bnt he is too
impulsive to be held loog in restraint.
He has begun to fuldlll the fears con-
cerning bim and justity the criticlsms
that have been expressed regardiog

bis character, with startling sudden-
Hods.
Almost before the corpse of his re-

- | Imperial policy in 1

coaple of boats ngon the sea of bis

e shgpe of precia.
malions te the army afd navy. Hoth
decuments are eminous, showing that
he expects to make active threshmgl
machines of those he addresses at the
earliest practicable date, for the puor-
pose of showing that the new German
""war lord"’ |s oot a whit in the rearof
his ilinstrions predecessors. He
even goes 8o far as to assert
that the spirits ot the aoD-
cestor of the House of which
ne i8 a sclon are  Jooking
down and propose to make notes of
the progress of future developments,
exﬁectlng German arms to ne ‘asl
formidable inthe hands of the present
generation as they were in those of thei
progenitors of the exlsiiog race of
Teutons. The young emperor sienlfi-
cantly places the army and navy firat
and the people laat in the proclama-
tion busipess, and Earope looks upon
hhe resent sitnatien eomewhat tremb-

ngly.

When fhe yennyg Emperor was Prince
William, be made no secret of his
warlike views. He 'expressed great
confidence in the ability of the powers
incladed inthe tripartite aljiance—Ger
wany, Auatria and Italy—to demolish
any other international coalition that

could be formed, and that there
should be" no  hesitaacy' about
striking the first blow, ~He wasa

opposed to waiting for a belllgerent
demonstration from the other side.
The proclamations are therefore taken
as an inaication that he stili adheres to
those warlike ide&s, and France is
specially agitated on the subject.

In the meantime the subtle and able
Bismarck will be at work upon Willlam
and may probably induce bim to as-
sume & more pacific tone in his ad-
dress to the people, which wil] likely
be 1ssued tomorrow. If he manapes
to put the brake oo the impetuous and
and ambitions emperor, it will only be
effective for a time, for ## William 11
ie'the sort of person he is described as
beinz, he will ¢erow impatlent at the
check and throw it eff. l

The eyes of all the nations will be
upon him. He i3 regarded as a dis-
turbing factor, lizble to break the
peace of the world at any moment. Al
man of bis impetoeus, arbitrary and
ambitions digposition, with power in
his hands, is as dangerons to the peace |
of Europeasasmall boy comblipned with
a box of matchers is to the exlstence of
a barm well stocked with inflammable
materials,

HONORABLE JvARFARE.

IT would be croditable to the great
political parties of this country if, In
the ecomling campaign, they would re-
frain from tactics that in'formerstrog-
gles have been very disgraceful to
both. |

In the first place; there should be no |

flinging of filth agatnst tbe respective|
candidates. It sbould be 2 conflict of
principles, not of individual reputsa-
ticms. The sbhameful report clrculated
at St. Loulg against the prrsonal char-
acter of the Chief Magiatrate as the
Democratic candidate, was vile and
contemptible bothk in manoer angd mat-
ter, It ought to bhe drowned in.a
ficod of universal condempation. The
disinclination of Its originator tn
asknowledge its paternity is a zood
stzn. At ene tlme be would have
floried jo recogolzing bis chlld of in-|
amy. Now heis keeping in the dark.
where he properly belongs. Thais
shonld be a token to the slanderers
and scandal-mongers that this i8 npot
to be 8 mnd-throwing campaign,

1o the next place, there should be no
falsification of the views of theoppo
sifion. There ounght to be virtoe
enough in the doctrines of either party
to atand npon their own merits, and
manhood epongh in their advocates to
pit their adverse opinions one against
the other tajriy and witbont misrepre-
sentation,

For instance, take the comments of
mapy papere on the Democratic plat-
form, as an jllostration of common

olitical prevarication. That, with the

resident’s message on the tariff and
the Mills bill, has been attackcd a8 a
declaration of freetrade, And yet it is
oo such thing, The platform, the bill
and the message do oot either advocate
or aim at free trade. They only strike
at an excessive tariff, which pilesup a
surpius in the national treasury at the
expense of the counsumer and to the
detriment of the country, And the
measare before Congress which em -
bodies the views of the majority of
Democyatais in itself a refutation of the
charge of ‘‘[ree trade,’’ 80 freely made
and industriously circulated by the
proWctionists. It does not destroy
but ¢nly modifles the tariff, It cuts
down the duvy on certain ariicles and
places a few on the free list, but in jta |
whole scope and purpose austains the
tarlff principle, but gives as its legiti-
mate object the raising of revenuse
without increasiog the surplus,

Why not let the facts go to the conn-
try and then, if possible, show the fal-
lacy of the arguments and the insta- |
bility of the position assumed by the
revenne reformers, instead of falsely
accusing them of taking a stand for
free trade? .

The Prohibltionists held s paticnal
conventlon not long &go, when they
declared their views on the tariff ques-
tion, and the protectionists have de-
nounced them equally with the Dem-
ocraty as advocates of free trade.
Here I8 the resolution which was in-
troduced at Indlanapolis:

““That an adeqnate pnblic revenne
being necessary, it may properly he

n

{ dignified, low-bred and vulgar,

eqnitable assessment npoa the proper-
1y and the "lepitimate bueiness of the
counu:f-. but import doties sbould be
50 redoced that no surplos shall be
accumuiated in the treasury, and that
the buordens of taxstion ahall pe re-
woved from foods, clothing and other
comforts sud necessaries of life,”

Who can fairly constroe thisas a free
t-ade declaration? It distincly]pro-
nongces o favor of a moditled tarif?,
bot for revemue purposes and Vthe
legitimate Ousiness of the country.!
I'bia i8 the policy of the Administra-
tion. There are bot few Nemocrats
wbo pow contend for free trade, pure
aod slmple. Tiatis considered by the
majority of both parties as impractic-
able in the preseutcoodition of pa-
tlonal snd international affalrs. Who-
ever pretends that the question before
the couniry is that of free trade versus
protectior, raises a falsc issue. TFhe
dispute 18 really as to whether the
tariff shall betor protecting certain in-
dostries or tor raislog revenue sotflc-
leut only for the purposes of govera-
ment.

Members of bolh parties are divided
as to what articles shall be placed on
the free list and what shall be the re-
doctions on others. But npeither
clamors for free trade, and the pro-
tectiouists, in fairness, ought not to

retend that their opponents do this.
I'bey shiould bring forth their stronz
reasons to snstain their position that
it is one of the fnoctions of the govy
ernment to protect mannfacturing
and other interests by imposiug a duty
upon similar foreige productp, as
agalnst the democratic 1dea, that the
government has Do right to do this
bat that the tariff shonld be slmgly for
revenue purposes, and thatsuch pro-
tection as i thos afforded to home,
products shonld be iecidental and not
the special object of leglsiation. This
wovld be honest, fair and sqnare, and
either party could stand on its own
principles, leaving the pndlic to de-
cide, with a preper nnderstanding of
the controversy.

This would be honorable warfare.
Slander, vituperation, abuse, “eb?!n-

e
representation 18 eqgually to be de-
gpised. The proper method in polem-
its i8 for either party to state the
positson of the oOther, at lesst as
strongly as Be would pot 3¢ himself,
and theo proceed to demolish or over-
come it with thatintellizenee which
vapguishes error as light drives "dark-
ness from the earth. ,Let us have a
campafgn of principle, of henor and of
decency. '

A

TWO KINDS OF LIBEL.

Two cagas of livel, recently decided fin
Minpesota, afford illustrations of the
essentlal difference between maliclons
defamation of character and unintern-
tional misrepresentation. Both are in-
jorlons, thot the former is criminal
while the latter .omly raises a civil
qnestion of sctual damage to the party
aggrieved. L

Inthe first case-& jury rendered a |

to be borne. And the editor has &o
much the advantage over the osforto-
vate victim of his libellons attacks,
that ap attempt at reply is like tbe ef-
fort of a fettered captive Lo resist the
tortures inflicted -opon him by an ex-
ulting savage, The law shonld make
it danyzerous for persistent defamers
te indulye their predilections,and there
ought to be a general efort to ralse
the tone of modern jouroallsm, so that
private chiaracter shonld 'no longer be
considered a legitimate object of pub-
ilc assanlt, 7 3

Includea in the law* of libel should
be the dellberate fulsjfication of a
person’s public or private utterances.
What can be more provoking to s
speakoef om any suobject, |socisl, po-

litical or reiigious, thsn 10 Bee
i priot remarks apd  Benti-
ments attriboted to bhim which

dre the very opposite of bis views and
enunciations? Or to a prominent man
ln &y professlon to see ina newspaper
s report of an “luterview?” witn blm
that never occurred, with ideas ad-
vanced as bld, thut he pever enter-
tained? Acd yet these are common
marks of what some publishers of
papers bave the impudence to call
‘‘enterprise.’ They are livels in the
1ull sense of the term amd onght to be
punlshable and severely punished D{
the law. Private vengeance 18 an evil,
and in a civilized country there ought
to be pe excuse left for its exercise.
Everybody ought to be carefui abont
repeating stories they hear‘concerning
individual conduct. Talebearers are a
public ‘nuisance. ‘They .zhonid be
frowned dewn and tabooed oot of
decent soclety. The bearer of good
tidings ought to be welcomed in pref-
erence to the retailer of scandai. And
all people who make uny prelensions
to advancement above barbarism
shonid help to purify the social atmos
phere by their ntter discountenance of
everyikioglibelons.

————ail Al |

SMALL WOBRK FOR A GEEAT
BODY.

Tur delay in the action of the United
States Senate OB the nomination of
Mellville W. Foller for Chief Justice
.does not look weli on the part ot the
Repnblicans, It ehows that they are
Bot very eager toput 1h practice that
civil sefvice reform abont which they
talk so gllbly to ‘*‘gentlemen on the
other side’ of the chamber. They

have bad such a monopoly of the offi-
ces for & quarter of & centary that they
seewm to grondge zny important pesi.
tion to their political adeersarles,

The opposition to Lamar was sufil-

clently nogenerous, bot the couarse
taken in regard %0 Fulier threatens to
be cobndncted in still worse taste,
Sepator Edmunde has added mothing
to bis public repntation by bis oppo-
sition to Mr. Fuller, and in the recent
correspondence between them the Se-
pator does not shione by contrast with
the Jodge. A

It appeara that the Judiciary Com-
mittee, 0! which Mr. Edmonds is
Chalrmsan, recelved s communication

verdict for $1,000, .nzainst the present | frow some enemy of Mr. ¥uller's, al-
Warden of the State prisen, for charg- | leging that he had been connected with

ing ogalnst the former Warden im-

i proper conduct towards female con-

victs, Investigation showed tbe accn-
sation to be groundless and to bave
heenarepeated from malicious state-
ments made by convicts, which were
vervidamwaging to the ex-Warden. The
verdict exonerates the libelled gentle-

a gscheme to make the West Chlcago
Park Board pay $103,000 for a plece of
and for which the owner was willing

o take $30,000, and that either $,000 or | H

$10,000 of this went into the hands of
either Mr, Fuller or one of the clerks
in his office, a8 a fee. Also that as
Jury Commissioner he managed to so

man and affords a lesgon to his libeiler { ATrange matters in 5 case agalpst the
andlothers who spread slander and |Sonth Park Cemmissioners as to have

assall personal character,

the jury so infinenced that they re-

In the other case the resnlt was la |torned an improper verdict. And fne-
favor of the defendant — the St. Paul | tber, that when the record in ao-
Pionere Press, which published an ar- | sther case was being made up for the
ticle reflecting npon Dexter A. Allen, | Circuit Court, be endeavored tc have
but, discovering its error-—one of mis- t the fact suppressed that he was acting

and made apology on the day alter the [jury was drawn.

taken identity—retracted the charge |asJory Commlssione?t the time the

livel. The court instructed the jury te |

flad for the defendant. This was un-
der a sew libel law of the State, which
provides that when & paper makes a
mistake aod publishes & correction
and retraction witbin three days, the
offended party cannot recover any-
thing but "actnal damages;" that is,
*‘injury to buslness, trade or occupa-
tion."

Tuois it appears to us is sensible law,
‘The best of men make wmistakes and
the same rule applies to public jour-
nals. And wheu ample apology is of-

fered and, so far as possible, amends ]

are made, the eletaent of malice which
i8 the gravamen of the offence is

alpably absent, and therefore the act
8 not truly criminal. And yet an fn-
dividual may be grievously wronged
and seriounsly injured by the uninten-
tional libel, and should therefere be
able to recover damages proportionate
to the injury.

There is a wide distinction between
the maliciops intent to blacken char
acter which is observable in some
newspapers, and any error into which
& reporter or an editor may fall in the
horry of dealing out news to dally
readers. And thisought always to be
taken 10to account when courts and
Jories deal with cases of libel. .The
journals of America have been per-.
mitted to cut a very wide swath in the
fleld of personal réputation, and it has
often 8eemed that the ouniy remedy a
man pad who was assailed in the
public prints, was that of personal
retaliation and private vengeance,

That, of course, 1s all wrong. Every
citizen shontd be protected by the Iaw
48 much from assaunlts on his repnta-
tion as from violence to his body., In
fact the former are the more erievons

dignified

All this was set forth jn a letter from
Sepator Edmonds to Judge Fuller,with
the remark that any atatement he
shonld think proper to make would be
gladly received by the committee. But
ne pame was given as anthority for
these vague accusations, and Mr. Ed-
mundg declined to give any, as the
Senateirules did pot- permit the dis-
closure. Mr. Fuller very briefiy and
very properly declined te notice “*an-
onymous aspersions,’”” and informed
the Senator that publication would
dispose of these fabrications withont
snbjecting him te the humility of hav-
ing to motice them. He therenpon
gave.the ¢correspondence to the press,

It kas since been shown thatthe
property spoken of in the first chsarge
was not ponrchased byithe Park Board,
but was acguired by condemnation
under-the law of eminent domain,
that the case was fully tested be-
fere a-jary, tbat Dir. Foller did
oot sappear In coonpectlon with
the matter and bad notbing te do with

Jthe transaction. This 18 testifled to

b
the Jadge who tried the case, ans
who, thengh a political opponent of
Mr. Fuller, declares that in his jodg-
ment *go more fit person coaold have,
been ramed by the Presideat Ior the
positien of Chiet Justice,” Other4
geatiemen, thoroughly .familiar with
the whole matter, bave corroberated
the statement of the Judge, while
Mr. Faller himsell has maintained a
silence, apd thes other
charges have been refuted as emphat-
icaliy snd completely an the first.

it §s rather surprisingithat so di‘gn!-
fled a person &g the iceberg trom Ver-
mont,-pb onld expect Jodge Fuller to

defend himgelf from anonymoms and
unsupported accugations before a body

that canpmot be called & coort.
And if the Senate has a ruole for-
bidding the  disclosure of the
aames of persong preferring chargea
against prominent persons, that body
can scarcely expect those who are thus
accosed to pay muck respect to soch
peculiar investications. | The copeti-
tatiooal provision that accused per-
S0D8 ahaﬂ have the right to be con-
fronted with tbe witnesses againet
them, onght to prevail in an investiga-
tloo a4 to the character of a3 pomloee
for office, a8 much a3 in a criminal
ptosecution.

Such expibitions of partiranshlp as
are made before the country by some
of 1t5 highest officiuls 18 very humiliat.
{ng. [t is admitted, almost uni¥ersal-
1¥, that the choice of the President for
Chlef Justice is ¢ good one, and no-
body pretends that anything stands {m
the way of his conflrmation by a Re-
publican Senate but the fact that be s
a2 Democrat. Insinpations a5 to the

dapger of Dcmocratic imterpreta-
tions- of the |law are simply .ab-
sord, for they form the chiet

part of the luriefrudence of thecoun-
try. And it will be found, on- inyestl-
gation, that for several vears past the
Supreme Court of the United Statee,
thouagh so largely composed of Repub-
licans, has tended in it decisions
towards sound Democratic doctrine
and the principles enunciated by the
eminent Democratic jurista who- for-
merly composed tbe majority of the
coort. A
It the approaching presidentisl
election sball cootinne in power the
present Administration, it 18- guite
probable that ip a féw years the politl+
cal complexion of the Supreme Court
#ill be chanyged, and that a maiority
of Democrats will jagaln sit upon the
sench. This is one of the contingen-
cles of the campaign, and one that en-
ters largely into the calcuolations jof
the most thoughtful men of elther
party., DBuot whatever may be the an-
ticipations or forebodings on thig ques-
tioo, any factieus oppositlon to the
confirmation of Mr. Fuller appéars to
be very ungracious if not disgzraceful.
And should the vote of the Senate be
postponed unti] next Bessign, tn,gopes
that & Republican will be elected to
the Preésidency and the = ap-
polotment can be poshed of
ant!! & Repoblican Chlef- Jua-
tlce can be nomioated, the party
ngaged .mn suoch a reprehenslble
gcheme will give mach political’capi-
tal to its opponents to use durlng the
struggle for power., The wisegt and
most respectable thing for the Senate
to do will be to confirm Mr, Fuller,
without any further exhibitions uf par-
ty pettiness and any more attempls to
cast oojost reflections upon a ¢har-
ac}er that appears to be irreprdach-
able.
il i —

A BRAVE STRUGGLE FOR
LIFE.

THE indomitable courage and fortl~

tode of General Bheridap bave em-
abled him to withstand the ravages of
diseagse, np less tkan to resist the
forces which waged a war agalnst tte
Union and thos threatened the lite of
the nation. His gallant stand againat
the assaults of the grim monster while

rostrate ot a 8ick ved, have endelired

lm to the people &8 much as ble
bravery upon the fleld of battle.
e "has sShown what cam be
done by a stropz will and a.stont
heart, and his calm and kerolc con-
duct is worthy of the emulation of all
who are attacked by disease or msfor-
tune. Many a man who has succumWed
to severe pain and a prestrating mals-
dy, might bave conquered and lived If
endowed with the mental energy avd
strong determination of the great little
soldier. The pame of Phil Sheridas
will be & synonym for conrage, endur-
onge and hope,

— A —GR—
A . DEEP WATER PORT
WANTED.

L]
A COoXVENTION of delegates from the
trade orgesizations, muonjcipalities
and people lnterested ln the establish-
ment of a deep water port om the
Coasst of Texas, bas been called to
meet at Fort Worth, Texas, July 10ts,
1888, for the purpose of memorializing
Representatives in Coogress. and de-
vising means for the accomplishment
of this object. Each board of trade,
mpoicipality or legislative district, In
all that region lying west of the Mia-
sigeippi and seuth of this city, 1s in-
vited to send a delegate to the comp-
vention. The move 18 an important
one, and if it sball succeed, the com-
merce of the reglon named will be
greatly benefitted.

— T T

SWEET CLOVER — DRLEGATE
ELECTION.

HuxTixGTON, Emery Co., Utah.

Jone 15, 1888,
Editor Deseret News:

Will you please answer throughyonr
valuab %Paper the following questions:

1st. hat good can white or Cali~
fornia clover be put to? ([ mean that
kind that grows along the State Road,.
and h&s &lmost ruined a great many
flelds in that locality),

2d. Do yon think 1t would be profit-
able to plabt for feed or for any other
purpose in localitles where it does not
exist? .

Bd. WIl stock eat it ander mny cir-
cuomatances except starvation?

4th, Isthe November election for.
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