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HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH

AAPRILamir 1843

saturday 8 bonfeconferencerence again convened
I1 addressed the saintsaints the following syn-

opsis was reported by W richards and IV
clayton

president joseph smith called upon the
choir to sing a hymn and remarked that tenor
charms the ear bass the heart after sing-
ing he spoke as follows

I1 have three requests to make of the conacongcongre-
gation

re
the first is that all Nwhoho have faith will

exercise it and pray the lord to calm the
windvind for as it blows now I1 cannot speak longiongionlon
without seriously injuring my hehealthalthaith tbthee
next is that I1 may have your prayers that the
lord will strengthen inmy lungs so that I1 may
be able to make you alalthearalf hear and thirdly that
you will pray for the holy ghost to rest upon
rueroe so as to enable me to declare those things
that are true

the subject I1 intend to speak upon this
morningI1 is one that I1 have seldom touched
41upon0n sinsincebincecc I1 commenced myray ministry in theciuagu
churchach it is a subject of greatgroat speculation
asis well amongst the elders of this church asa 9
amongst the divines of the day it is in relationon
to the beast spoken of by john the revelator
1I have seldom spoken from the revelations
but as my subject is a constant source of spe-
culationcu amongst the elders causing a divis-
ion of sentiment and opinion in relation to it
I1 now do it in order that division and dlfdifTerencedifference
of opinion mayindy leie done away with and not
that correct on the subject is eoso
much needed atht the present time

it Is not very essential for the elderselder to have
knowledgeknowledgeknowlede in relation to the meaning of beasts
and headsheau and horns and other figures made
use of in the revelations still it may be ne-
cessary to prevent contention and division and
to do away with suspense if weave get puffed
up by thinkingt that weave have much knowledgknowledgege
we are apt to get a contentious spirit and cor-
rect knowledgknowledge0e is necessary to casecast out thateliat
spirit

thethib evil of beingabeln puffedfaid itupp with correct
though0 useless knowledgeg is not sosa greatreat asdofthe evil of contention knowledge does0 awaawayY

withavith darkness suspense and doubt for these
cannot exist where knowledge fsris

there is no pain BOso awful as that of suspense
this is the punishment of the wicked their
doubtoubt anxiety and suspense cause weeping
wawailingling and gnashing of teeth

in 0knowledge there iais power god hashaa more
power than all other beings because liehe has
greatercreater knowledge and hence he knows how
to subject all other beings to him ilehe has
power over all

I1 will endeavor to instruct you in relation to
the meaningmean I1 of the beastsblasts and figures spoken
of I1 houldshould not have called uptip the subject
had it not beenbebcbeenen for this circumstance elder

ah brown one of the wisest old heads
we havellave among us and whom I1 now see before
mepie has been preacepreachingi concerning the beast
which was fullful of eybycae s before and behind and
for this helie was hauled up for trial before the
high Cocouncilcounsil

I1 did not like the old man being called up for
erringw in jt looks too much likeilkelikekethe
methodists and not like the litter day saints
methodists have creeds which a man must be-
lieve or teb e kicked ont of their church I1 want
the liberty of thinking and believing as I1 phase
it feels so good not to be trameltramenedcued itit docsdoes
not prove that a nannian iais not a good manmin be-
cause he errs in doctrine

the high council undertook to censure and
correct elder brown because of hisbis teachings
ia relation to the beasts whether they actually
coteorcorroded him or not I1lamaiamaam a little doubtful but
dont care father brown came to metile to
know what hebe should do about it the subject
particularly referred to was the four beastsboas
and four and twenty elders mentioned in rev
cheh 5 v 8 and when liehe hadbad taken the book
the four beasts and tourfourlour and twenty elders
fell down before the limb havhavinging every one
of01 themthen harps and golden vials full of odors
which are the prayers of saints 3

father brown hashaa been to work and con-
ifa all christendom by making out that

I1 the four beasts represented the different king-
doms of god on the earthth theile wise men of

the dayda could not do anything with him and
why should weave find fault anything to whipnhip
sectarianism put down and bring
the human family to a knowledge of the truth
A club is betterletter than no deap n for a poor man
to fight with

father brown did whip sectarianism and so
far so good but I1 could not help laughing at
thetile idea of god making use of the figure of a
beast to represent his kingdom on the earth
consisting of men when he could as well have
used a far more noble and consiconsistent figure
what the lord make use or the fidure of a
creature of the brute creation to represent that
which is much more noble glorious and im-
portant the glories and majesty of hisbis king-
dom by taking a lesser figure to represent a
greatergreaten you inmissed1 ased it that time old gentleman
but the sectarianssectaniansarians did not know enough to de-
tect vouyou

when god made use of the figure of a beast
in visions to the propprophetsliets hetie did it to represent
those kingdoms which had degenerated and
become corrupt savage and in their
dispositions even the degenerate kingdoms0 ofor
the wicked world but he never made ususecortheof the
figure of a beast nor any of the brute kind to
rerepresente nt his kinnkinzkingdomdomciecledaniel87 1 says ch 7 v 16 when ilehe sawbaw the
vision of the four beasts 111I came near unto one
of them that stood by and asked him the truth
of allali this the angel interpreted the vision
to daniel but we find by th interpretation I1

that the figfigurespireswires of beasts had no allusion to the
1kingdom of god you there see that the
beaststs are spoken of to represent the kingdomskind oms
of the world the inhabitants whereof were i

beastly and abominable characters they worewere j

murderers corrupt carnivorous and brutal in
their dispositions theile lion the bear the I1

leopard and the ten horned beast represented
the kingdoms of the world bayssays daniel for I1
refer to the prophets to qualify my observa-
tions which I1 make so that the young elderseidersder
who know so much may not rise up like a flockhock
of hornets and sting me I1 want to keep out
of such a wasp nest j

there is a cranderand diffiedifferencerence and distinction
between the visions and figurea spoken of by
the ancient prophets and those spoken of in
the revelations of john the things which
john saw had no allusion to the scenes of the
days of adam enoch abraham or jesus only
so far as is plainly represented to jollnjohn and i

clearly set forth by himim john saw that only I1

which wasavas lying in futurity and which was I1

shortly to corcecorte to pass see rev ch 1 v
1 3 which is a key to the whole subject
the revelation of jesus christ which god

gave unto him to show unto his servants things
which mustnileriteit shortly comeconic to pass and he sent i

and signified it by his angelanel unto his servant I1

john who bare record of the word of god and I1I1

of the testimony of jesus christ and of all I1

things that llelie saw blessed is helie that read- i

eth and they that hear the words of this pro j

pchecy1 Y and keep those things which are written
thereinth e I1 n for the time is at handband also rev
ch 4 v 1 afteralter this I1 lookedA and behold a
door was opened in heaven and the first voice
which I1 heard was as it were of a trumpet i

taltaitalkingliing with me which said come up hither
and I1 will show thee things which must acherebe here-
after 91

the four beasts and twenty four elders were
out ofor every nation for they stingsung a new song
saying thouthon art worthy to take the bookboot and
to open the seals thereof for thou wastiwast lainslain
and hast redeemed us to god by thy blood out
of every kindred and tongue and people and
nation 31I see revrov ch 5 v 9 it would be
greatreat stuffing to crowd all nations into four
beasts and twenty four elders

now I1 make this declaration that those
things Awhich john saw in heaven had no allu-
sion to anything that had been on the earth
previous to that time because they were the
representation of things which must shortly
come to passass and not of what had alreadytranspirestranspired john saw beasts that had to do
with thines on thetho earth but not in past ages
the beasts which john saw had to devour the
inhabitants of the earth in days to come
and I1 saw when the lamb opened one of the

seals and I1 heard as it were thetile noise of thun-
der one of the four beasts saying comoconie and
see and I1 saw and behold a white horse and
he that sat on him had a bow and a crown
was given unto him and he weftwentwert forth con-
queringqueri and to conquer and when he had
opened the second seal I1 heard the second
beast savaay come and see andaud there wentavent out
another horse that was red and power was
tgiven to him that sat thereon to take peace
armtddn the earth and that they should kill one
another and there wasavas given unto him a great
sword 2 rev ch 616 1 2 3 and 4 verses tilethe
book of0 Revelnevelrevelationsatins lioneis one ofor the plainestI1 books
godgott ever caused to be written

the revelations do not give us to understand
anything of the past in relation to the kingdom
of god what john saw and speaks of were
things which he bawsaw in heaven those which
daniel saw were on and pertaining11 to the
earth

I1 am now going to take exceptions to the
present translation of the bible in relation to
thesethess matters our latitude and ionlonlongitudeetude can
be determined in the original hebrew with far
greater accuracy than in the english velvei sionslon
there is a grand distinction between the actual
meaning of the prophets and the prepresenttent tran

the prophets do notmot declare that they
saw a beast ordr beasts but that they saveav the
emageimage orcir gigurefigure of a beast daniel did not see
an actual bear or a lion but the images or
figfigures of those beasts the trantranslation should
have been rendered linage instead of boastbeast
in every instance where beasts are mentioned
by the proprophets but john saw the actual
beast in heaven chewing to john that beasts
iidildliddid actually exist there and not to represent
figuresfifauresures of things on the earth when thehet pro-
phetspfiets speak off seeing beasts in their vivisionsblons
they mean that they saw the images they
being types to represent certaincertain thingsthinsthinthing

L
s at

tilethe same time they received the interpretation
as to what those images or types wereivere designed
to represent

I1 make this broad declaration that when-
ever

I1

god givesives a vision of an image or beast
or figure ofJ any kind he always holds himself
responsible to give a revelation or interpreta-
tion of thetha deaninmeaning0 thereof otherwise we are
not responsible or accountable for our belief
in it dont be afraid of being damned for not
knowing the meaning of a vision or figure if
god has not given a revelation or interpreta-
tion on the subject

john saw curious looking beasts in heaven
he saw every creature that was in hearenheaven

all the beasts fowls and fish in heaven ac-
tually there giving glory to godgoer how do0 you
prove it see rev ch 5 v 13 and every
creature which iais in heavenheava and on the earth
and under the earth and such as are in the sea
and all that are in them heard I1 saying bless-
ingin and honor and glory and power be unto
himin that upon the throne and unto the
lamb for ever and ever

I1 suppose john saw beings there of a thou-
sand forms that hadbad been saved from ten thou-
sand times ten thousand earths like this
strange beasts of which we have no conception

all might be seen in heaven theile grand
nsecretcret was to shew jolinjohn what there was in
heaven john learned that god glorified him-
self by saving all that his hands had made
whether beasts fowl fishes or men and he
will gratifyratify himself with them

says one 111I cannot believe in the salvation
of beasts 2 any man who would tell you that
this could not be would tell you that the re-
velationsve arearc not true john heardbeard the words
of the beasts giving glory to god and under-
stood them god ANwhono made the beasts could
understand every language spoken by them
thetile four beasts were four of the most noble
animals that hadbad filled thetiie measure of their
creation and had been saved from other worlds
because they were perfect they were like
angels in their sphere we are not told where
they came from and I1 do not know but they
were saen and heard bybY john praising anidand
glorifyingglorifying god

theilia popular religionists of the layday tell usits
forbforo that thetb e beasts spoken of in the reve-
lations represent kingdoms very wellweil on thesamesame principle weave can say that the twenty
four elders spoken of represent beasts for theythe
are all spoken of at the same time and repre-
sented as all unitinga in thetile same acts of praise
and devotion

this learned interpretation is all as flat as a
pancakeel what do you use such vulgar ex-
pressionspres for being a prophetprophety because the
old women understand it they make pan-
cakes deacon homespun said the parthearth was
flat as a pancake and ridiculed the science
which proved to the contcontrarycontradyraty the whole ar-
gumentment iais flat and I1 dont know of anythingfubetterietterette to represent it the world is fullfall of
technicalities and misrepresentation whichviaich I1
calculate to overthrow and speak of things as
they actually exist

again there is no revelation to proverove that
thillthinesthingss do not exist in heaven as I1 have set i

forth norpor yet to show that the beasts meant
anything but beasts and we never can consCOGS

the thiner ofor god and of heaven but
byy revelation we may spiritualize and ex-
press opinions to all eternity but that lais cono
authority

OSof yaye elders of israel hearken to my voice
aliallanttd when you arearc sent into tilethe world to preach
tell those things you are sent to tell preach and
cry aloud repent ye for thetiie kingdom of heavenhearen
is at handbaud repent and believe the gopelgospel 1 de-
clare the first principles and let riesrles nionealone
lest you behe oyeroveroverthrownthrown never meddle wihwi h tieile
visions ofor beasts and subjects youou do not
stand elder brown when yottyou go to palmyraRdlmyra
say nothing about the four beasts but
those things lleileliethe lord liashas told you to preach
about repentance and babwin for the remission
of binspins

ilehe alin read rev clich 13 vY 1 8 john raysraye
andgand I1 saw one of liishis heads as it were aouwounded1iq

to deitle and his deadly wound wmswis liellehealedheatedalednied and
all tile world wondered after thetha beast I1 somesoma

sayfaysay the beast that thelleilelie
wound was some
some mohammed and others the nomanrominromnom in cabcatho I1

lie Churclicil but we will look at johnjolin saw
inili reltreitrelationilion to this beast now for the wasps
nest the translators have used tilathe tarmrm dragon 1

for ideiiltlevileril now it wasws a beustleast thatthal johnjofin sawshy in
heaven and he was thenthelt speaking of things
which must shortly come to pass and conse-
quentlyquent lythethathe beast thathat tJohnjohn saw could not be
chadnezzarjr tilethe beast john saw was an actual
beast and an actual intelligent being givesgiveshikshimelihn idaills
power and his seat and greatgrat authority it waswaa
dotnot to represent a beatbeast lalit heavenleaven it11 WMwas allaa

angelaugel in heavenleaven whowiio hasbas power illin tilethe last d mysto
do a work

all tilethe world wondered after the beast
and constantine iliatile great not

excepted and intheif the leastbeast edsteas all the world haelae
could the world wonder after the beast it must
have been a wonderful beast to cause all human
beings to wonder after it and I1 will venture to
saysiy that whenwilen god allows the old devil to give
power to the beast to destroy the inhabitants ofif
the earth all will wonder verse 4 reads and
they worshippedworshipped lleiletilelie dragon whichaich gave power
unto thatil brastbeast and tiletiley worshippedworshipped tilethe beust
saying who is like uuntonto tiletho beastbeasl who is abloabla
tji make war with himlhim

some say it trienusmeans thes kingdom of theilia world
oneon thing isis sure it doesdocs not mean the kinghingkingdomdoin
of theilia saints Supposuppose we admit that it means
tilethe kingdoms of thetiie world what propriety would
there be in saying who is able to make war withith

I1 my great big selfseif if these spiritualizedspiritualized inter-
pretationsions are true the book contradicts itself inlit
almost every verse but they are not true

I1 there is a mistranslation of theilia wawordrd dragon
in the second verse the original

11 hebrewioblobrewraw wowordrd
signifies thetho devil and not dragon as translated r
in chap 12 verse 9 it reads that old serpent
called the devil and it ought to be translated
devil la thibthis case andund not dragon it iala some-
times translated everything thatthahuex e
have not a key word to we willw ill take it as if rereadsda
the beasts which john saw and speaks of as being
in heaven were actually living in heavenlieaven alidand were
actually to have power given to them over thetile in-
habitants of tilellie earth precisely according to thetil
plain reading odthe revelations I1 give this as
key to tiletilo elders of israel tilefile independent beast
is a beast that dwells inlit heaven abstract from the
humbum in firmly tilethe baart that rose u out of thetile
sea should be translated the imaelmae nfof a beast as I1
have referred to inili danlDauldanielselseis vision

I1 have said more than I1 ever did lefore except
once at ramusrainus and then up starts the little fe-
lo

f-
low chchlrlesclarlestries thompson and stuffed me like a
coceCOCK turkey with the prophecies of dalDatdanielliel and
crammed it dowl my throatit Avithwithaslilsills finger

panama railroad accident
the aitaalta california has been furnished bvby

mr washington wright with the folfoifollowlowniown05
account of the collision

the greatest of railroad calamities has beesbeet
reserved for the thick wilds of panamaPanamraniandana
thetile terrible eventeveni transpired at about 5
p in tuesday may ath on the panama rairax
way three andana a half miles from aspinwall

on the ath dinst the steamship george law
with between 1100 and 1200 passengers arrived
after a voyage of fifteen days the passengers
were landed for transit and on the morning cfcr
the ath two trains composed of nine cars
which were crowded with people even to th
outside platforms were arranged for the
previous to their departure another was stastaestaitt
ed containcontainingincinZ the mailsmalls express matter and
baggbaggager agga the other trains followed and hf r

theyhey reached miles from panapanaoc
it was discovered that the locomotive ofbofflh
first train was off the track at obispo bridesbrid
with no immediate prospect of being replace
the passenger trains were now united and asrii
there wereivere no accommodations for remainremaininglagtag
overovernightnight started back for Aspinaspinwallivalllyall wiiri ft
but one locomotive the other being retained to
assist in clearing the track

the train though nin at an unusual rate rfcf
speed proceeded safely until within a short
distance of monkey ifill grave yard station
when the forward car separated fromfroda the en-
gine and leapt from the rails 13eightight of befhe

other cars leaped upon it and the whole nile
were torn splintered and heaped into ia masmapsft
of fragments beneath which were buried mobmoa
of the persons belonbelonginggingZing to that end of the train
the scene waswag apappallingfalling in the extreme lalr

hundredsI1reds ofof those who that morn-
ingI1 ng hadbad expected before night to behold the
pacific and tread the decdecksks ofbf the vessel thatthai
was inin waitingwalting to bear them to new homes laylav
dead and mangled beyond recognition or vveavewpcweec
groaninggroining from thetile palpaipains

i ns of frightful Avwound
the accident occurred just over a culvenculver at

a point where tilethe forest
dense where the ground is13 lov wet andm
marshy and wherehere on eacheacil side of the rodroid
there I1is a deppdeep ditch filled by recent rainsraina

portions of the wreck were thrown into 0 e
ditches carrying avith them numbers of the
dead and woundedvouncoundeaded some of whom were forill
far in ththe mud and decomposing weeds and tofol

lagejage the nature of the locality rendered thh
wreck accessibleaccess able only with difficulty the airevirsirstra ir
biving passengers being compelled to stand n
water to thetho kneesknee while endeavoringto assus8
lleileliehe sufferer several however succeeded mn
extending relief yettet though they toiled all
night before the ghastly spectacle it waswaa not
until late in the morning11 that the broken carncart
were sufficiently removed to induce the belbe ffer
that all or nearly so of thetile unfortunates li d
been taken out

theile exact number losing their elivea by thh s
fearful calamity will never be known

the fate of many nownov by fa e

drearyrca
alilairi
r roadside can only be surmised by friem t

in ffailing after a longiongon 0 while to receive tidings
promisepromised at thetile last parting so far as evenevery
circumstance would admit of a close and labor-
ious inquiry and from the mostgatplausibleaus itile basis
there appears to be littlelitte doubt that the numb
killed including those whowhoA werevere too badly JLia
ared to lonion sor rivovivo laIs nearly


