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AN ADDRESS.
To the Officers and Members of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Laller.
day Saints:
The ear approach of the date for

the dedication of the Temple of our

(Jud moves us o express wilh vome
degrev of fullness our feelings to our
bretbren, the officers of the Church
who with us bear the Priesthood of the
Bon of God, and to the Latter-day
Baints generully; 10 the end that in
enterlng iuto that boly building we
may all be found acoeptable ourselves,
with our bousebolds, and that the
bulldinz which we shall dedicate may
aleo be acceptable unto the Lord.

The Latter-day Saints have ueed
itheir means freely (o erect olber
Temples In these valieys, and our
Father has blessed wus in our
efforts. -Tuday we enjoy the great
bappiness of baving three of these
sancred structures completed, dedicated
to and sccepted of the Lord, wherein
the 8uinta c¢an eoter aod atlend to
those ordinances which He, in Hins
inflnite goodness and klodpess, has re-
vealed. Bul for {forty years the hopes,
derires, anu snticipations of the entire
Church have been centered upon the
completi su of this edifice in the prin-
cipal city of Zien. [ts foundation was
lald in the early days of our sztlle-
ment in lhese mountaine; and
from that day until the present,
the eyes of the membera of the
Cburch in every laod have bheen
lovingly directed toward #t. Looking
upoo it as the Temple of Temples, the
people durlng nll these years have
inhored with unceaslipng toi), undi-
minlshed patience wnd ungrudging
expenditure of means lo briong it to
fte present condition of completion ;
and now that the toiis and the sacrl-
fices of forly years are crowned Bgoe
successfully and bappily ; pow that
the great buiiding ls at last tinished
and ready to be used for divine pur-
posee, need we say Lhal we draw near
an evenl whoss consummation fe to
us as s people momentous in the
bighest degree? Fuar-reaching In
coneiquencea as that occasion iecertain
to be, what remalpne for us to say in

order to impress the eotire Church
with 8 senee of its tremendous im-
portance!

On this point, surely nothing; yet
may we offer a few worde npon & pbase
thut directly touches it, No member
of the Cburgh who would be deemed
worthy to enter that sacred bouse can
be cooneidered ignorant of the prin-
ciples of the Gospel. It ia Dot too much
to presume thatl every one knows what
his duty ja to God and Lo his fellow
man, Noneisso forgetful e to bave
lost pight of the admonition that we
muet be filled with love for and
charity toward our brethren. And
bence none can for i moment douht
the snpreme importance of every
member of the congregalion being at
peace with all hisor her brethren and
sisters, and sl peace with Gud. How
vlse can we “hope to gain the blessings
He has pronised save hy complpiug
with the requirements for which thoae
blessings are the reward!

Can msn and women who are vig-
jating a law of Gou, or those who are
derelict in ylelding obedience to His

' commanus, expect that the mere golog

int. His boly bouse npd taking
part in its dedication will render them
worthy to receive, and cause them to
receive, His bleasing?

Do they think that repentanca and
turning away from sin may be so
lightly dispensed with?

Do they dare, even in thought, thus
to accuse our Father of Injustice and
partiality, and attribute to Him care-
lessness In the fulfiliment of His own
worde?

Arsurediy no one claiming to belong
to H s people weuld be gullty of such
a thing.

Then must those who are unworthy
cease to exXpect & blessing from their
altendance at the Temple while sin
unrepented of #3111 casts its odor about
them, and while bitterness or even an
unforgiving coolness exists in thelr
bearte againet their brethren and eis-
ters.

On tbis latter ubject we feel that
much might be said. In the striving

'after compliance with the apparently

weightier matters of the law, there is
8 possibility that the importance of
this spirit of love and kindness sond
charity may be underestimated, For
ourseives, we cannot think ¢f aoy
precepl that al present requires more
earnest inculeation.

During the past eighteen months
there has been a.divieion o9f the
Latter-dsy Baints upon national party
{ines. Political campaigns have been
conducted, eiections have been held,
and feelings, more or less intense,
bave been engendered fo the minds

of brethren and sisters upon one slde
and the other.

We have been cognizant of conduct
and bave heard of maDy expressions
that bave been very painful to ue and
have zrieyed our apirits.

We know they have been an oflense
unto th-- God of peace und love, aud
a stumbling-block unto many of the

Haints.
We feel] now thal s time {or recop-

ciliation has comr} thal before
entering lnto the Temple to pre-
sentl ourselves before the Lord in

solemn sasembly, we shall divest our-
selves of every barsh and nokind feol.
ing agalnst each other; that not only
our bickerings shall cease, but that ther
cause of them shall be removsd, and
every sentiment that prempted and
bas maintained them shall be dispelled;
tbatl we shall confess our sins one (g
another, aod a8k forgiveness one gof
another; that we shall plead with the
Lord for the ppirit of repeniance, and,
having obtained it, follow its prompt.
ings; 80 that lu bumbling ourselves
betore Him aud eeeking forgiveness
from esach other, we sbull yield thae
charity and generoeity to those wip
crave our forgivenese thal we ask for
and expect from Heaven.

Thus msy Wwe come up Into
the holy place with our bearte free
from'guile and our soula prepared for
the edification tbat is promised! Thug
shall our supplications, undisturbed by
a thought of discord, unitedly mount
into the ears ot Jehovah snd draw
duwn the choice blessings of the (God
of Heaven!

Awu your brethren, sustained by your
vote and in your faith as the Firat
Presldency of the Church, we have
this to say to the Latter-day Baints, in
our individual ss well as our oMieia]
capacity: If there isa single membery
of the Church who bas feelings against
us, we do not wleh to croes the
threshold of the Temple untll we have
satlafied him and removed from bhim
all cause of feeling, elther by explanga.
tion or by making proper amends and
atonement; neither would we wish (g
enter the sacred portals of that edifice
until we have sought an explanatiop,
or amends, or atonement from
any agalnst whomn we Imay have
either a real or fancied grievanpce,

In now anoouncing toie course for
ourselves, wesay to all the other off-
cers of the Church that we desire them
‘0 follow our example. Ye wish them
from bighest to lowest and throughout
all the Btakes and Wards of Zion to
take Leed of this counsel, Letthem
invite all who may bave icelings
against (hem ‘to cowe forward anyg
make them known; let them then en-
deavor to correct asy misapprehen-
sions or wleunderstandings which may
exist, of glve radress for any wrong or
Injury that may bave been done.



