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AN ADDRESS

to the officers and members of the
church of jesus christ of latter
day sawssaints

the ear approach of the date for
the dedication of the temple of our

oudgod moves us to express with somehome
degree of fullness our feelings to our
brethren the officers of the church
whoabo withwilh us bear the priesthood of the
son00 of god and to the latter day
saints generally to the end that in
entering into that holy building we
may all be found acceptable ourselvesoureelvee
with our households and that the
building which we shall dedicate may
also be acceptable unto the lord

the latter jayday saintssainte have used
their means freely to erect other
temples in these valleys and our
father has blessed us in our
efforts today we enjoy the great
happiness of having three of these
sacred structures completed dedicated
boandto and accepted of the lord wherein
the saintssainte can enter and attend to
those ordinances which he ina his
infinite goodness and kindness has rore
healedvealed but for forty years the hopes
liesldesiresres and anticipations of the entire
church have been centered upon the
completiuu of this edifice in the prin-
cipal city of MOD its foundation was
laid in the early days of our settle
ment I1inn these mountains and
from that day until the present
the eyes of the members of the
church in every land have been
lovingly

I1
directed toward it looking

upon it as the temple of temples the
people during all these years have
labored with unceasing tolltoil unundi-
minished

di-
minishedminiwinfshedebed patience and ungrudging
expenditure of means to bring it to
I1itsts present condition of completion
and now that the tollstoils and the sacri-
fices of forty years are crowned so
successfully and happily now that
the great building Is at last finished
and ready to be used for divine pur
poses need we saynay that we draw neardear
an event whose consummation is to
usqa RBan a people momentous in the
highest degree far reaching in
consequences as that occasion is certain
to be what remains for us to sayany in

order to impress the entire church
with a sense ot0 itsito tremendous im-
portanceport mace I1

opon this point surely nothing yet
may we offer a few words uponapon a phase
that directly touches it no member
of the church who would be deemed
worthy to enter that sacred house can
be considered ignorant of the prin-
ciples of the gospel it is not too much
to presume that every one knows what
his duty is to god and to hisbis fellow
man none is so forgetful as to have
lost sighteight of the admonition that we

must be filled with love for and
charity toward our brethren and
hence none can for a moment doubt
the supreme importance of every
member of thehe congregation being at
peace with all hisbis or her brethren and
sieia stere and at peace with godgad how
else can we hope to gain the blessings
he has promised save by comply ang

with the requirements for which those
blessings are the reward

canan men and women who are vio-
lating I1

a law of god or those who are
derelict in yielding obedience to his
commandscommand expect that the moremere going
intoint his holy house and taking
part in its dedication will render them
worthy to receive and cause them to
receive his blessing

do they think that repentancetanca and
turning away from sin may be so

lightly dispensed with
do they dare even in thought thus

to accuse our father of injustice and
partiality and attribute to him care
leMODeSS in the fulfillment of his own
words

assuredly no one claiming tototbelongelong
to H a peoplepe ale buld be guilty of such
a thing

then must those who are unworthy
cease to expect a blessing from their
attendance at the temple while sin

of still caste itsito odor about
them and while bitterness or even an
unforgiving coolness exists in their
hearts against their brethren and bis-
ters

on this latter subject we feel that
much might be said in the striving
after compliance with the apparently
weightier matters of the law there is
a possibility that the importance of
this spirit of love and kindness and
charitycharily may be underestimated for
ourselves we cannot think of any
precept that at present requires more
earnest inculcation

during the past eighteen months
there has been adivia divisioneion of the
latter day saints upon national party
lines political campaigns have been
conducted elections have been holdheld
and feelings more or less intense
have been engendered in the minds
of brethren and sisters upon one side
and the other

we have beepbeen cognizant of conduct
and havebare heard of many expression
that have been very painful to us and
hayshave orleyed our spirits

we know they have been an offense
unto th god of peace and love and
a stumbling block unto many of the
saintssaintwe feel now that a time for recon-
ciliation hashag comecomry that beforebe forree

entering into the temple to pre-
sent ourselves before the lord in
solemn assembly we shall divest our-
selves of every harsh and unkind feel-
ing against each other that not only
our bicke rings shall cease but that the
cause of them shall be removed and
every sentiment that prompted and
has maintainedmat them shall be dispelled
that we shall confess our sins one to
another and ask forgiveness one of
motheranother that we shall plead with the
lord furfor the spirit of repentance and
having obtained it follow its prompt
inet so that iuin humbling ourselves
before him and seeking forgiveness
from each other we shall yield that
charity and generosity to thosehose wiro
crave our forgiveness that we ask for
and expect from heaven

thusthui mymay we come up into
the holy place with our hearts free
from guile ana our souls prepared for
the edification that is promisedpromisedl thusthug
shall our supplicationsions undisturbed by
a thought of discord mount
into the ears otof jehovah and draw
down the choice blessings of the god
of heaven I1

As your brethren sustained by your
vote and toin your faith as the first
presidency of the church we have
this to say to the latter day saints in
our individual as well asaa our official
capacity if there ito a single member
of the church who has feelings against
us we do not wish to crops the
threshold of the temple until we have
satisfied him and removed from him
all cause of feeling either by exexplana-
tion

plans 4
or by making proper amends and

atonement neither would we wish to
enter the sacred portals of that edifice
until we have sought an explanationtto D

or amends or atonement from
any against whom we may have
either a real or fancied grievance

in now announcing this course for
ourselvesnelvesou we sayany to all the other ord
cers of the church that we desire them

0 o follow our example we wish them
from highest to lowest and throughout
all the stakes and wordswards of zion to
take heed of this counsel let them
invite all who may have le elings
against them to come forward and
make them known let them then en-
deavor to correct any misapprehend
alone or misunderstandings which may
exist or give redress for any wrong or
injury that may have been done


