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condition of things without havinraylnhavingE his
heart filled with joyous feelings it is
a source of wonder and gratitude to con
teintemplateplate the fact that a few years agoa
few apparently insignificant and illiter-
ate men went forth bearing testimony
that god had again spoken from the
heavens and had revealed the
ting gospel in itsifil ancient purity and
power and that through this

1 thousands from the various ilatriatniariatlonationa orof
fl theIthe earth and the islands of the beasea have

been gathered totor these valley and are
able to bear the same testimony when
I1 contemplate these facts my mind is
swallowed up with admiration and my
heart is filled with gratitude and praise
to our heavenly father for the great
workkork which he has founded and carried
on successfully in the midst of the most
determined opposition64 and I1 feel thatthai

lwewe of all people now living should
thank and praise our father and glodclod
huthub our lot has been cast upon the earth
hen these great events are in progress

ls11 I1 know thattie cry of delusion and
false prophets isralis raisedsedonon every haudhand

and that the people generally say anand
have been saying for years that the
latter day saints are deceived and that
their organization will speedily come to
an end yet despite these sayings the
work of god still goes on and Is making
rapid strides towards the fulfillment of
that high destiny which its author has
predicted concerning it when you
compare this work wath the work that
was done by christanaChristand Hisshisapostles you
will dindrind a great analogy between the

s two if we are every where spoken
against and our names cast out as evil

J they were served the same way if we
J are hatedbated so were they if we are

ededanaand condemned they were not con
worthy the society of their co

ttemporaries many of whom thouthoughtlit
ttheyhey were doing god service by killhillkillringkillingtingfing

tthemhem if we were the first whose nauleanames
have bebeenen cast out as evil or if this gen-
eration were the first that had gatejhated
the truth our case would be pitiablelablelabiegitindeed buubul in every age from tthea days
ofnoahnoabnoah down to the age of the apostles
this has been invariably the case eve
ryty man to whom the heavens have been

1 opened and thohas received revelations
from god has been hated by his fellows
his life has been sought and he has had
no peace on the earth no matter how
numerous such persons have been thetheyy
have been hunted and driven boso true
iaIs this that Sephenstephen the martyr when
beinbeing stonedtoned to death taunted the jews
withbitasheirtheir unbelief and the acts of their
ancestors saldiesaidbaid he which of the proph-
ets have not your fathers persecuted
and they have slain them which showed
before of the coming of the just one

mostbloat of the prophets that everover lived
on the earth ofwhom we have any ac-
count have suffered and
not only has this been the case with the
krophprophetsets but also with jesus himself
that Bbeinge ng who came to the earth
clothed with the power and authority
of the godhead although his glory
waswits hid from men he who as
never man and labored as never
man labored in the midst of the child-
ren of men performing mighty miracles
and doing wonderful works but what
kind of treatment did he receive he
was hated spit upon cast out from
among men and finally killed and his
disciples and apostles after him shared
theahe same fate

vevve have a glorious array of predeces-
sors and it is a source of consolation
and encouragement that we do not
stand alone in this respect and that
in former times men have been
hated and despised as we are hated and
despiseddespledpied todayto day and for no other cause
than for preachingreaclingebing the truth in itsanclpurity and standing up in defence of
holy and pure principles revealed from
heaven in fact the persecutions and
hatred the latter day saints have been
called to pass through instead of being
an evidence against are an evidence in
favor of the truth of the work they are
engaged in jesus bayssays woe unto you
when all men speak well of you helie
varnedwarned his disciplesplespies of danger when
their nameslames were honoredhonored and when
all men spoke well of them

I1 have saidbald that the lord hashaa blessed
his servants Insendingintending them forth to
preach the gospel the samesamme results
have followed their preaching as fal
lowed the preaching of thothe apostles of
jesus anciently those who obeyed
their teachings were united so arearea the
latter day saints I1 have seen them
and so have you coming from the fourquarters of the earthearthy singlingningling togeth-
er not knowing each others language
nono familiar with each other baptized
by menmeil whom they had never before
seenseenmen who had never gathered to
zion nor associatedted with the cheadlhead of
the church but who likeilke paul hadbad
received it away from thehe centre stake
or place where the authorities resided

anandd yet they could all testify in their
own languages to one another that
they had received theibe gospel of jesus
and the testimony of the holy spirit I1in
consequence of their obedience to the
form of doctrine taught unto them and
they are able to dwell together here in
this territory in14 peace loveioveoveanandd union
although asag I1 have said brought up in
different countries andalid trained in dif-
ferent creeds what mohemote could the
gospel have done wwhen preached by
the apostles what more did it do
wllwilwhenn preached by peter on the day of
pentecost the results which jesus
prayed for have been fully realized in
the day in which we live and in the

of theaho people to which we belong
it may be asked why should notfiot

these results be realized by thisthib people
I1 havebave told you that god is tthe bamosamp
yesterday todayto day and forever I1 have
told you that the spirit of god produ-
ces the same results and the same testietestis
mony all the world over audand why
should it not Is there anything
strange about that it would lestrangebe strange
if it did not do so if there be anything
strange wonderful or worthy of remark
it is that among those professing to be
the followers of christ and claiming to
be his ministers there is not that love
union and knowledge in these days
which were possessed by those who be

in him ancientlyan
menmein professing to be followers of jesus
todayto day do not enjoy the same manifes-
tations and blessings as they did who
believed in him anciently

there is one thing worthy of botein
this connection and that is that when
joseph smith firsfirst proclaimed to the
people that god hadbad spoken from the
heavens and sent hishia holy angelsangeld to
minister to him and bestowed upon
him the knowledge and authority ne-
cessaryce to buildld tipup the church he met
with opposition and ridicule on every
handband arcelyscarcelyycJ a man whom he met
would acknowledge that such a thing
was possible or at all consistent with
godgodsI1 a mode of dealing with the children
of men in these days it is true that
he was successful in convincing a few
that he had the testimony of jesus
they obeyed gods doctrine taught to
them and received the testimony but
for yearstears after he started out to make
this proclamation he had this kind of
0oppositionapppposition to contend with but he
salabalasard the time would come when there
would be strong delusion and lying
spirits permittedbitted to come forth among
the peopeopleI1 he declared that god had
restorerestored the priesthood to I1

the ordinances of the gosgospelyei and had
established his church jrin its purity
and that those who did nonot believe the
testimony of the servants off god and
obey it would be given over to hard-
ness of heart and become subject to
evil influences that were known noth-
ing of previous to the establishing of
the church and the restoration of the
priesthoodpriestheod

years elapsed before this
was fulfilled but it was eventually
verlveriverifiedfied I1 recollect very well the first
time I1 got any intimation of it I1 was
on the sandwichband islands on a mission
I1 had stepped into the house of a man
who afterwards becebecame a member of
the church I1 happened to pick up a
book upon examining which I1 found
a goodmanngoodmany things that struck me as be-
ing very strange I1 thoughtat first that
it must be a work written by the lat
ter day taitalsaintsants but I1 soon found that it
was nonotnol Ttheh argument of the writer
was in favor of communication with
the spirit world through the minister-
ing of angels being as possible in these
days as at former timestimea he used pre-
cisely similar arguments to those used
by the elders of this church and quot-
ed largely from the bible to prove that
it had been quite common for men in
ancient days to have such communica-
tions and to possess the gift of prophecy
and the spirit of revelation and he
argued in favorfa of these modes of com-
municationmunication in these days I1 was very
much surprised at seeing such princi-
pledleslea advocated by this book but imme-
diately recollectiontHe of josephsjosepha pre-
dictions flashed across my mind I1
wasvias but young at the time he made
the remark but I1 recollected it I1 have
had opportunities of watching the

and development of this move
ment from that day to the present timeume
I1 have comecomo idin contact with many who
profess to believe in spiritual communi-
cation andaad in traveling through the
united states at the present time you
will find a great many individuals whoibo
entertain this belief what has pro-
duced this change why it is the
very thing which paul said would
come the people in hisbis day would
not receive the love of the truth that
they mightfightri be saved Otherethereforeforell said
he for this cause godshall send thingthen
strong delusion that they should bellebeilebellevebelieve

a lie that they all might be damned
who believe not the truth but had
pleasure in unrighteousness 11 they
would not believe the testimony of the
servants of god therefore they were
given up to hardness of heart and
spiritual blindness when these things
overtake them they are ready to fall in
with any spirit or influence that will
manifest itself amongst them inanin an ex-
traordinarytraordinary maimarmannermallnerindriner I1

for years after the truth was revealed
mendpn would continue to ask for a sign
gilfif you are the kenyotimenymen youoti profess to be
they would say give nsus someborne miracle

cause the blind to see the dumb to
speak the deaf to bearorhehearhekraroror the lame fota
walk that we may know you are sentbent
of god how many thousands of
times have the elders been urged to
give some exhibition of power that
men might know they were sent of
godl thousands and thousands of
times have professed ministers of the
gospel made this request of them they
would not believe the words of jemsjesus
that these signs shall follow them that
believe but they wanted the elders to
give signs to prove that jesus told the
truth you know what jesus sayssaya res-
pecting those who wanted signs it is
a wicked and adulterous generation tb at
seek a sign but no sign ahallshall be given
them

the elders of
ed the truth of the words of jesus mittthat
it Is a wicked and adulterous generation
that seek for a sign you will gengener-
ally

er
find that they are wicked men who

ask dorthisforfoi thibthis kind of evidence A wick-
ed man iaIs not satisfied with the truth
or with the testimony of the servants
of god nor wwithith the calm heavenly
influence of the spirit of god which
rests down upon those who receive the
truth in honesty no such a man
wants a sign he wants to hear some-
body speak in bouguestouguesto or to see the
eyes of the blind opened or the deaf
made to hear the dumb to speak the
lame to walk or the dead raised to ifelife
something of this kindkind he must have
the testimony of the truth though
borne with angels power has no effect
on such a heart he wants sosomethingmethin9
to convince his outward senses thou-
sands of such have rejected the gospel
of life and balvasalvasalvationtiontiou as they did in the
days of jesus they then rejected the
testimony of the servants of god and
they hardened their hearts against it
but as soon as something came along
that gratified them in the way they
wanted something that could tip a
table or give some other singular mani-
festationfestation of power such as feeling in-
visible hands la d upon them or hearing
music played by invisible performers
or something of this character they
were convinced immediately that it
was possible for spiritual beings to com
municate with mortals and now the
spiritualists number their converts by
millions they probably number more
than any other denomination if they
can be called a denomination they
boast of their success

in this manner the nations of the
earth are being subjected to strong de-
lusionslu and you will find that as the
kingdom of god increases and as the
work spreads abroad and the priesthood
gains power and influence in the earth
these systems will gain power and in-
fluence and that strong delusion will
increase and spread among the inhabi-
tants of the earth they jiddid not
make their appearance until this
church was organized and the tes-
timony of its truth had been
borne but as soon as the genuine priest-
hood was restored the bogus or counter-
feit made its appearance and as this
work increases in strength and potency
in the earth so will these delusions of
which I1 speak until those who reject
the truth will be bound up in strong de-
lusion and delivered over to hardness of
heart it Is written that the spirit of
god will not always strive with maninan 711

and when the truth Is deferedoffered teto men
and they reject it that spirit will be
withdrawn and another influence and
spirit will take possession of them and
ttheyey will be led captivacaptive by the adver-
sary

but this Is1 not the casocase with the
work of god tha testimony of those
who have embraced the gospel of jesus
christ is different in this respect it
is19 as it was of old line upon we
precept upon precept here a little and
therethene a little god has revealedrepealed to
his people according to their strength
to receive he has ggirengivenI1 ven to them
knowledge jut as wise parents give it
to their children behashe has not bestow-
ed themthern something that would
destroy them but he has given to theinthoin
light upon lightleht and knowledge upon
kknoknowledgeFledgepiedao in order to lead them alongniong
andana train them in the path of righteous-
ness

bous
which will ultimately hadhaaleadbad tthemem

abackbachack into his prpresencegence what joy

peace love and union have bibeeneee be-
stowed upon thoseabose weibwho have embraced
the gospel of jesusjesua christ what light
has been shedabed upon their minds in rela-
tion to the scriptures no sooner have
they gohegone forthfortu into the waters of bap-
tism loxlor the iiemlemeiniseines sionslon of their sins and
had handshanda ibidlaid uan them for the holy
ghost than it higeLAgehaahas emed as though a
heavenly meae ha taken possession
of them jhbwho that pancan recoiled any-
thing about the time they entered the
church and their subsequentsubhubsequent diperiexperi-
ence catiticanudoct say that theythem felt un-
speakable gratitude fo10 god forford the
blessings they received it hasfiats been

like the dew fromnhom heaven fisdescend-
ing

bend
it ilaghas debedeacdescendedended upon the peo-

pletietle and themthew ath peace andnd has
janitnit their hearts together in love and
thethey have rejoiced in the poweipowelpower whichgoygod has manifested in ththerlherr behalf
but they h ive not had these wonderful
manifestmanifestaatinuhaHuhaoils of which we realread among
the spiritualistspiri tnallsts there has ne-
cessity for them I1

there is something remarkable in the
growth and development of spiritual-
ism when joseph declareddeclaied that an-
gels had come from heaven and had
manifested themselves to him in bodily
presence and halhad laid their handshanda up-
on him liskishibhis testimony was rejected thetho
people AedeclaringclAring him to bobe ahan im boster
a false and not worthy to live
and they were not satisfied until they
hadbad killed him but how changed has
all become since then what advance-
ment made in beliefs of
this kind you may tell almost any-
thing about spiritual
the peoplepeople arbare readyteady to believe it that
iais if1 it is outside of the priesthood and
does not come from thetile lattenratten day
saints their statements are received
withaswith as much incredulity and scorn as
ever I1

well the difference between the two
systems is apparent the latter day
SalsairitsritA are united just as jesus christ
rayedprayed that his followers might be itPIsa true that we are not yet oneend as the
father and the son areard one but we are
approximating thereto the principle
of oneness is in our midst and is contin-
ually growing but how is it with those
who areaie the base imitators of tha ser-
vants of god why a thousand vaga-
ries are indulged in by them there is
no form of belief in which they unite
there is no union amongst them they
are divided and separated intoinfo thou-
sands of fragments all having their own
peculiar ideas and views laIs the work
of god rolled forth by them are the
inhabitants of the earth benefitted by
them Is the earth made better more
beaubeautifultifai or lovely by their labors or
by the revelations they receive brono
there are no fultsfruits of this kind to be
witnessed among them but all is divi-
sion confusion and chaos there is
nothing to cement them together or
make them one but the work god has
established is rolling forth with giant
strides and accomplishing great results
it is bringing thousands of the poor and
ignorant from the nations of the earth
and emancipating them from the pov-
erty thralldom and bondabondagee under
which they and their fethifatherss before
them hhaveave gigroanedbatted for generations and
it is revealing to them the gospel of
peace the plan of salvation and plant-
ing them in a land of freedom and be-
stowing upon them every blessing
which the heartonheart of man desires in
addition to this it is producing mental
results of a wonderful and elevating
character it bestowsbestons upon those who
obey its precepts heavenly knowledge
makes them wise in all things causing
them to become an infinitelyV betterbeuer
people than they were before who can
not see ifhe will open his eyes to the
evidence that god has caused to accom-
pany his work which is gods work
and which Is the adversary

in speak ingin this strain I1 am speak-
ing of what I1 know I1 am not telling
you what john peter orvaulor laulnaul said 1800
years ago and what moses left on
record JI1 stand here as a witness concor
roborating what they have written I1
know norfor myseifself that god hasbig spoken
from the heavens and restored thethi ever
jastiJasting gospel in itsita purity to thethertheeartaearth
that hefe has ordained his servants and
given them the power and authority
which were held and in anancientclent
days I1 know that he has kerestoredstored to
the earth the ordinances of the gospel
and the holyholy ghost with its gifts and
blessings these things I1 have received
and havelave ebaenjoyedoyed themthein myselfhenceveneeVencefl eneeence I1
knoww they are true I1 know god the
same yesterday todayto day and for ever and
bestowsbestons hishib blessings up who will
humble themselves before hindihim and
seekunto him in the name ofjesus

may god help uaus all to imy ediedl to
securesecure atindnd presearesepreserve this testimony64 is
my arikerprayer lutheinthein the nameus e ofofa jesusesus amen


