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of ite greatest statesmen or its-own
practice. Even Jefferson confessed
s0 much when he spoke of trembling
for bis country, when. contemplating
the institution of siavery, he remem-
bered that God s just Modern sec-
ulariste have underlaken Lo set aside
the traditions of the nation in this
respuct, and they will have more
hearty support from no one than
from those ecclesiastics who desire to
elavate the church by depressing the
atate. In this very case it i at the
instance of the party among the Ro-
man Catholics whe wish Lo see the
state deprived of the management of
the school system by provoking a
general revolt of all religious people
againat the secularized and ‘atheis
tie’ public schools, that this decis'on
bas been rendered. Wae say ‘the party
among the Roman Catholies,” for
there are o grent many American
Catholics who hava no sympathy
with snch aims and methods of pro-
cedure,””’

The Detroit Tribune argues thus
against the fdea that the Bible is
gecturing book:

*‘As a practical gnestion, the matier
of thus rending the Bible is not spe-
cinlly important, beeause, we appre-
bend, there is cotnparalively little of
it done. But the asseriions and rea-
sonings in the written opinions o
these judges ure somew bt exiraordi-
nary and are likely to be chullengnd in
many quarters as wholly inwsufficient
and unsatisfactory. Their foundation
position ig that the Bible ir a sectarian
book. Is that a fact? Will that be
conceded or alleged among the vari-
ous religious denomipations? Secla-
rian is defined by Websacer to be ‘pe-
culiar to a mseo.’ But the Bibleis
peculiar to no seet. It is the one com-
mon book of them all. From its sacred
pages they teach. To ita declarntions
they refer as the end of all contro-
vaeray. To it they go for comnfort and
consolalion in time of deepest sorrow
and derive great store of relief. From
it they gathar couraga and hope when
dighenrtened bv therlow oncoming of
that kingdom for which they pray and
wait, Itisthe solace and stay of the
dying hour among the multitudes of
every shade and form of religious be-
lief. It is the one eommon blessed
word of God for them all. How ean it
then be ‘peculiar to a sect?’ *?

The New York fimes, the leading
“mugwump’ organ of the country,
and n journal of great ability and
influence urgues oun the other sile
a8 follows:

“The spirit of the conatitution of
Wisconsin with regard to publio in-
strietion and 1o the absolute separa-
tion of church and State is the spirit
of all Americanconslitutionsand of all
American legislation. The foreing
upon th: children of unwilling parents
whilt those parents regard as seclarian
instrucuon is distinctly hostile to that
apirit. If the pubtic schools inculcate
the seciarian (nstruction favored by
the majority, the minority bave a
right to demand a share of the school
fund for the inculeation of the sec-
tariap instruction favored by them-
selves, Tha onl)y means in which
this demund can logically be resisted
is by omitting all religions instruction
In commnnities in which thera is a
divislon of opinion as to what religious
inmtruction is proper to be given. In
maoat communities this would mean
that public Instruction must be ab-
solutely secular.
of Wisconsin has |aid down the doc-
trine by which alone the common
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achool system can be miaintained in
Its integrity, and it is a doetrine 1bat
will eomnend iteslf to all Americans
who do not permit their sectarian zeal
to interfere with the duties of good
citizenship.”

The New York fadependent, a
religlous journal, nmon-gecisarian 1n
character, also uphol ls the decislion,
thus:

“The ground taken by the court is,
that the reading of King James’ ver-
sion of the Bible in the pubile schools.
whether as a means of instruciion or
as an act of worship, is, as it respects
Caiholics who do not accept this ver-
slon as correct, tojlintradirce & sectarian
book iuto these schools, as really as if
the Dousy version of the Bible, which
the Catholics do accept, were thus
used. This 1s the pith of the principle
laid down in this decision, aud* we
think it to be entirely correci, and, a8
a principle, just as applicable 1n this
State ag it is in Wisconsin, The sim-
ple iruth is, that our publie schooi
ay~tem, sustained by general taxalion,
and regulated by Slate aulhority,
should eonfine iteell exclusively to
the seeular sphere of instruciion, and
leave all questions relating to religious
instruction and religious worship ab-
solutely untouched. There i8 no
other ground that is consistent with
our political system or with equity us
between different religious sec.s. Pro-
testants make a gmvo mistake in
dealing with this question, when they
claim for themselves whilt they deny
to Carholice, Let the Siate have a
public school system for secular pur-

oses, and stop there, Let religious
instraction be other wise provided for.”

The Chicago [fnler-Ocean treate
the sutject in the following strain:

''It seems us upjust and illiberal to
exclude the oralion of Paul upon
Mar’s Hill from the text-books of 1he
free suhools as Lo exelude a descriptlon
of the death of Soorates or an extract
from Cicero against Catiline, Re-
lgion apart, it ia needful that a child,
sbould learn something nbout the his-
tory of Rome or Greece.* It is as need-
ful 1hat he shonld know who Christ
was nand what he said as it is that bhe
slinuld know who Golumbus was and
what he did. For Il Christ had not
been, Columbus never would have
sailed iu quest of rexlons Lo sonverl Lo
Cliristianity. Nor does the fact of
teaching the history of Christ necessi-
tate the teaching of his divinity. We
tall the soholar whai the motive of Co-
lumbus was; we leave him to judge of
the wisdom of the motive, Wae place
an extract from the Phoedo in the
hands of & youth; we direct his atten-
tion 10 the vlogquence of its tone; we
leave bim Lo judge in after years as to
the soundness of its philosophy. To
pxolude the Bible as a whale, in eaoh
and all of its parta; to prohibit alike
the sublune poetry of Joh, the pas-
toral poelry of the Book of Ruth, the
elegant narrative of Esther, the severe
oralery of the address to the Areopag-
ites, tha simple besuty of the S8ermon
on the Mount to the youth of this re-
public seemsx to us to he a orime
against the liberalism of the age."

The Evening Wisconsin gives the
following partly by way of explann-
tion: -

“The only ground npon which the
friends of the schools can object to the
intrusion of sectarians is the ground
that the schools are pon-wxoctarian. As
the Supreme Court polnts out, the
doctrinal passages in the Bible are

| sectarian, and the nsa of the Bible as
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i whole as a text book in the schools is
therefore inadmissible. The opinion
of Justice Lyon conlains the following,
distinetion: .

‘““Thia conclusinn does not panish from
Lhe digtrict schoola ruth text books as nre
fonnded upon \ne fundamental teachings of
the Bible, or which conlain exiragts Lthers-
from 1Thkere i8 much in ihse Bibie which
can not justly becharacterized as seci arian,
and there can e no valid objectlon to the
use of such matter 1 ilie secular instrug-
tion of the pupile. Much of 1L hag graal
hislorical and ]]llerar\' value. which muy be
thua utihzed witheut violating 1he consiito-
tional prohibition. It may utso be milzed
10 inguleate good mornla—that 18, aur duties
to each vther—which may and ouEm to be
inculcated by the distriel achools.

The ¢lause in the Wisconsin con-
stitution under which the decision
was given, provides that ‘*No sec-
tarinn imstruction shall be allowed®’
in the public schools of the Btate.
Practically all the Protestant de-
pominutions favored the readiog of
King James® version of the Bible
in the sciiools, but vppused the read-
ing of the Douay ((atholic) version.
Hence the guestion is mainly one
between Protestantisio and Catholi-
cism, and is Jkely to becume » vital
issue 1o Americun politics,

ANOTHER ANTI;"MORMON" BREEZE

A EREEZE hasarisen in the Can-
adlan Parliament over the ‘Mor-
mon? gettlern in Northwest Terri-
tory. Hon. Edward Blake eecms
te have been specially exercised on
the rulject, and expressed himsell,
we ghould juilge somewliat vehe-
mently, regarding the alleged
“ahuminuable  practices’> of the
“pormons.’? It appeanrs that some
of the honura le gentlemen of that
august body are inclined to believe
the numervus (mlsehoods that are
told abhut the Lntter-dny Baints.
It ia to be hoped that in time they
will become more enlightened on
the sulject and get to understand
that the **Mormons’’ as a body who
ure within the bor lers of Cnnada
are among the mosat thrifty, peace-
able, industrivus and ‘aw abiding
citizens of the entire Dominion.

The raising of the penalty for
polygamy from thrw to five years
will not affect the T.atter-day Buaints
in the northwest, as the statements
maile regm‘ding their practices are
not true.

1t looks as if there was an anti-
“Mormoii’? epidemic just now, and
it ia astonishing that there is ounly
one here and thers who bas the
manliness to make o decianration of
their merits; to descant upon their

fancied Jawlessneas being a popular’

pastime.

MADRID, Apri' 15.—All efforts to
extinguish the fire at the gua works
preved unavailing. The city was
without gas light last night, and
will be so tonight.



