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of its cereasegreatestat etastatesmen or its own
practice evenven jefferson confessed
soHO much when be spoke of trembling
for his country when contemplating
the institution of slavery he remem-
bered that god Is just modem sec-
ularists have undertakenundertaketi to set aside
the traditions of the nation in this
respect and they will have more
hearty support from no one than
from those ecclesiastics who desire to
elevate the church by depressing the
state in this very case it tois at the
instance of the party among the ro-
man catholics who wish to see the
state deprived of the management of
the school system by provoking a
general revolt of all religious people
againstdinst the secularized and atheismtptic public schools that this dechisondebeciscisonon
has been rendered we sasay the party
among the roman CacatholicsKolics 1 for
there are a great many american
catholics who havebava no sympathy
with such aims and methods of pro-
cedure

the detroit tribunearoune argues thus
against the idea that the bible is a
sectarian book

As a practical question the matter
of thus reading the bible is not spe-
ciallylall important because we aappre-
hend

pre-z there is18 comparatively lithelilue of
it done but the assertions and
1s on1 ln 8 in the written opinions 0
tthesehese judgesjudges are somewhat extraordi-
nary and are I1likely tpto be challenged in
many quarters as wholly insufficient
and unsatisfactory their foundation
position is18 that the bible is a sectariangookbook Isin that a fact will that be
conceded or alleged among the vari-
ous religious denominations secta-
rian is defined by webster to be pe-
culiar to a sect but the bible is
peculiar to no sect it is the one com-
mon book of them all fromfroin its sacred
pages they teach to its declarations
they refer as the end of all contro-
versy to it they go for comfort and
consconsolation in time of deepest sorrow
and derive great store of relief from
it they gather courage and hope when
dis heartened bv the slow oncoming of
that kingdom for which they pray and
wait it is the solace and ataslayy of the
dying hour among the multitudes of
every shade and form of religious be-
lief it is the one common blessed
word of god for them all how can it
then be peculiar to a sect 01

the new york umeorimes the leading
organ of the country

and a journal oiof great ability and
influence argues on the other side
as follows

the spirit of the constitution of
wisconsin with regard to public in-
structionst and tolo the absolute separa-
tion of church and state is the spirit
of all american constitutions and of all
american legislation the forcing
upon th children of unwilling parents
what those parents regard as sectarian
instruction is distinctly hostile to that
spirit if the public schools inculcate
the sectarian instruction favored by
the majority the minority have a
right to demand a share of the school
fund for the inculcation of the sec-
tarian instruction favored by them-
selves the only means in which
this demand can logically be resisted
is18 by omitting all religiousioas instruction
in in which there is a
division of opinion as towhat religious
instruction is proper to be given in
most communities this would mean
that public instruction must be ab-
solutelysol secular the supreme court
of wisconsin has laid down the doc-
trine by which alone the common

school system can be maintained in
its integrity and it is a doctrine that
will commend itself to all americans
who do not permit their sectarian zeal
to interfere with the duties of good
citizenship

the new york independent a
religious journal nonsectariannon sectarian in
character also upholdsJs the decision
thus

the ground taken by the court is
that the reading of king james ver-
sion of the bible in the public schools
whether as a means of instruction or
as an act of worship is as it respects
catholics who do not accept this ver-
sion as correct bollnintroduceto traduce a sectarian
book into these schools as really as if
the douay version of the bible which
the CatCathlholtesres do accept were thus
used this is the pith of the principle
laid down in this decision and we
think it to be entirely correct and as
a principle just as applicable in this
state as it is18 in wisconsin the sim-
ple truth is that our public school
syistem sustained by general taxation
and regulated by state authority
should confine itself exclusively to
the secular sphere of instruction and
leave all questions relating to relireligiousbous

i

instruction and religiousreligions borshiworshipp ab-
solutelysol untouched there is no
other ground that is consistent with
our political system or with equity as
between different religious pro-
testantste stants8 make a grave mistake in
dealindealing wwithith this question when they
claim fofor themselves what they deny
tooto catholicscaiCal holics let the state have ata
public school system for secular pur-
poses and stop there let religious
instruction be otherwise provided for I1 y

the chicago interinfer ocean treats
the subject in the following strain

it seems as unjust and illiberal to
exclude the oration of paul upon
mars hill from the textbookstext books of the
free schools as to exclude a description
of the death of socrates or an extract
from cicero against carilineCa tiline rel-
igion apart it is needful that a child
should learn something about the his-
tory of romeborne or greece it is as need-
ful that he should know who christ
was and what he said as it is that hebe
should know who collumbuscolumbus was and
what he did for if christ bad not
been columbusColumbu8 never would have
sai led in quest of regions to convert to
christianity nor does the fact of
teaching the history of christ necessi-
tate the teaching of his divinity we
tell the scholar what the motive of co-
lumbus was we leave him to judge of
the wisdom of the motive we place
an extract from the in the
handsbands of a youth we direct his atten-
tion to the eloquence of its tone we
leave him to judge in after years as to
the soundsoundness of its philosophy to
exclude the bible as a whole in each
and all of its parts to prohibit alike
the sublime poetry of job the pas-
toral poetry of the book of ruth the
elegant narrative of esther the severe
oratory of the address to
ites the simple beauty of the sermon
on the mount to the youth of this re-
public seems to us to be a crime
against the liberalism of the age

the evening wisconsin gives the
following partly by way of explana-
tion

the only ground upon which the
friends of the schools can object to the
intrusion of sectariansectarians8 is18 the ground
that the schools are non As
the supreme court points out the
doctrinal passages in the bible are
sectarian and the use of the bible asals

a whole as a text book in the schools is
therefore iiiinadmissibleadmissible abe opinion
of Jjustice lyon contains the following
distinction

this conclusion does not danish from
the district schools such text books as are
founded upon the fundamental teachings of
the bible or which contain extracta

I1 here is much in the bible which
can not justly be characterized as sectarian
and there can be no valid objection to the
use of such matter in the secular instruc-
tion of the pupils much of it has great
historical and literary value which may be
thus utilized without vioviolatinglatin ththee constitu-
tional prohibition it maymav afasoso be utilized
to inculcate good morals that is our duties
to each other which may and ought to be
inculcated bybv the district schools

the clause in the wisconsin con-
stitutionution under which the decision
was given provides that no sec-
tarian instruction 0shallball be allowed
in the public schools of the state
practically all the protestant de-
nominations favored the reading of
king james version of the bible
in the schools but opposed the read-
ing of the douay catholic version
hence the question is mainly one
between protestantism and catholi-
cism and is likely to become a vital
issue in american politics

ANOTHER ANTI MORMON BREEZE

A BREEZE has in the can-
adian parliament over the mor-
monmona settlers in northwest territ-
ory houhon edward blake scorns
to have been specially exercised on
the subject and expressed himself
we should judge somewhat vehe-
mently regarding the alleged
abominable practicespractice of the
cormonsmormonsMor mons 11 it appears that some

of the honora Ilcioo gentlemen of that
august body are inclined to believe
the numerous falsehoods that are
told about the latter day saints
it is to be hoped that in time they
will become more enlightened on
the subject and get to understand
that the cormonsmormonsMor mons as a body who
are within the bor lers of canada
are among the most thrifty peace-
able industrious and aw abiding
citizens of the entire dominion

the raising of the penalty for
polygamy from thy e to five years
will not affect the latter day saints
in the northwest as the statements
made regarding their practices are
not true

it looks as if there was an anti
IMormormon epidemic just now and
it is astonishing that thereabere is only
one here and there who has ane

I1

manliness to make a declaration of
their merits to descant upon their
fancied lawlesslawlessnessness being a popular
pastime

MADRID Apri 15 all efforts to
extinguish thearethe are at the gas works
proved unavailing the city was
without gas light last night and
will be so tonight


