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Elders we did oot waunt to pass by
without calling upen you.’? *pDrive
up to the house,*?Mr. Flack said kindly;
“make yourselves comfortable. The
hoys will take care of your horse, 1
will be back soon,”*

Between two rugged hluils, where
two low mountains Ccume near together,
to the nporth among the timher, the
south opebing out oo a beautiful
ptalrie, is a mode] soutbhern home. Oon
an elevation sorrounded by a neal
lumber fence, is a double {rame house,
a poreh the full length of the huilding;
and overlooking the prairie, also fol-
lows an opening between the two
main structuree leading back to the
wing on the north. The well and
smoke-house. to the rear. The old-
fashloned ashes Jeaeh and a par-
tition fence are between ihe house
and a &seven-acre orchard, while
to the easl j8 the garden patoh,
A llttle to the west of the house agross
R narrow slteet or lane, 18 8 model
barn, ite cotton bin, corn cribs, haylofts
and cottou seed and gralp depart.
ments. No halters for tue borses and
mules, the condition of which shows
kind treatment and good care; each
hes o individual stall, separated by
sliding iattice dootr, where the stock
have their freedom, Wagons siand un-
der shede; boxes are bolsted with ropes
and pulley, the well and water.
troughe, feed racks, feace and atcck
yarde, ail express plainer thas word,
that people w ho buve been well tralneu
live here, Agreeable to the custom of
the sunny saouth, the silting rouvin,
parlor and bedroom are ail in one. Two
roome of this kiud constitute the
fomily room and visitors’ apartmentg,
At the end of the porch 15 s washing
bench, and on a hook suepended from
the porch ceiling by ropes is a cedar
bucket with fresh water, and on a rock
s olean towel. A huge oak fire is made
on the hearth and the visitors are made
comfortahle in their cosy room. On a
pole near the weli, with a rope attached,
ie an engine bell, Bupper time arrives
—the bell rings—we are ushered into
the diniog room just back of the
family apartment,

Mre, Flack, part Creek Indian, bav-
Ing served her time, becams an accom-
plished cook fur & southern planter’s
home, Beiog provided with all the
necessaries, We were sealed to a sump-
tuous repast. DBefore the war out
colored friend, Mr, Flack, now abiut
fitty years old, was the property of a
distinguished Choctaw family, Thirty
years ago he commenced for himesest
with 50 cents, Today he i8 woerth
$50,000. On his 950 acres of cultivated
land they make homes for thirty-six
white renters and tamilies,

Offering his eervices amd dining
room, &8 mesling was arranged for our
return.

A twenty-five miles’ ride over a
continuation of just ruch country as in
the fiftten Choctaw miles just Je-
scribed, excepl more mountainous, as
the Cnoclaw couslry ia rough and
broken, we descend the hillslde and
follow dathulds creek down a way,
and pass belwesn two mountsios,
reaching the Maessey gettloment. Be-
yond the cteek which Hows towards
the Canadian, tLbe mountains 1o the
southeast rise Lo considerable height
tor thie countty, North and extend-
ing south 1o (aines creek is a high
baldy  bill. Te the Joot wund

exténding westward is the prairie
Foilowing eastward where the cpen
country is Just in the woods, at the
topthill is a Jitle frame e.ttage, hke
other homes of the Eiders in this goun-
try. Grandma Gritfiths* hcuse showeu
marks of refinement-—separate apart.
ments, papered walle, painted wood-
work aud ceiling, everything inside
and gut peat and clean. Surrounding
this commodious cottage and in keep-
ing with ite neatness ls the barn, the
garden patch, orchard and farm,leach,
mij]l and smoke house. Before the war
Elder Higeginsop, who recently uied
in Bantaguin, Utah, and Elder Cook,
in their journeyings scuthwest Jrom
their Cherokee home on Grand river,
were kindly entertained hy two Meth-
odist friends., Mr. Massey of this fam-
ily had hisankle crushed. The El-
ders took the case in bhand and iona
short time, through administration,
their friend was as sound a8 ever, Mr.
and Mre. Massey heing very much
interested in the Gospel, would have
jolned the Cnurch, but the Choctaws
became alarmed lest their peopie
should be ipjured by Mormon tesch-

lnge, =and iovited the Elders
to lenve, Ab.ut five years
ago while TEiders Haslam .. and

Barber were meandering their way
esstward in the Choctaw nation, they
mei s Mre. Hendrickson. This lady
informed the Elders that her mother
was 8 believer in Mormonism, and, ghe
directing them, they Lraveled sixLy
miles and found Mre, Maegsey, (Mr,
Massey died a short time after the
Elders were driven from their home,
s sincere believer in the Gospel.) Sorne
months later the two women, Mre,
Hendrickeon and her agajin widowed
mother, our Chuctaw Grandma Grif-
fiths, met at Cache, the daughtet’a
houie, and wele haptized.
Yours in the Gospel, .
ANDREW KIMBALL.

CHOCTAW CONFERENCE.

Conlerence commernced wilh fast
meellng on Thureday, Japuary 4ip,
al the house of Grandma Griffiihe,
Masesey settlement, Chectaw nation.
Chilldren sud all purticipated in the
fast, and the 8pirit of the Lord was
enjoyed. Testimonies were numerous,
Brother Nolley, a auflerer for many
years with & wind (a swelling in the
throat}, had beeu healed by (be
power of (God, His wife also
nad been miraculousiy healed of
a Jong etanding ailwent 1o her
head. Bister Wilkerson had been
trouhled with the chiile all her life,
wus now well and stroog. Grandma
Griffithe, peventy years of uyge, and
atter a life with the l ndian customs ol
coflee and tobaceo and eXcessive eat-
ing of hog meat, hves the Word of
W iedom siriotiy,following the example
of her **Brother Mormouns,*? as she calls
the Elders, Bbe is pure and inoocent
a6 & chiid and le greatiy hlessed with
the gltt of prophecy. Their Choctaw
sjeter, Grandma, =8 every one ¢alle
her, 18 loved byali. Bhe must sureiy
have pothinyg but righteous desiree, for
ehe realizes the tolfiilment of almost
every request, Her son, epposed to gur
people, sold his mother sume property
joining bhers, and on this she mausged
w0 geot w family of Saints, oniy . just st
tled before our arrival.

Thutsday evening Prlests James

Nolley and his ron were ordained
Eiders, the formcr placed iu charge of
the hranch and the latter the Bundgy
School. | Aftér our organizalion wag
completed, Uranuma related havipg
told a nephew ahout B year before that
she eaw a churgh estubiished on her
place. At that ume she was a Jone
Saint in the surrounuing country,

Friday opened up like a beautifnl
spring worning. After our morning
service, Jn which several spoke, there
werle peneral lusiructions given by
Eider Harper sud myself, At 12
o’clock we returned lo & heautiful spot
of ground beitween the iWo houses
where Grandma, according to her pre-
vious im pressiocs, this ruotving desigs
nated the ¢pot ior the building of a
meeting house,, 1 laid the curoerstone
of our prospeciive meeling house, and
£oeeling oo it, and encirgled by the
Baints, the spol waa dedicated to the
Liord, Songs of praise and expressions
of gratitude were mlogled with pro-
pbetic declarations concerning the
xtowih and development of the mis-
slon,

Previous to our evening mewsting
Mrs, Hendrickeon, daughter of gur
esteemned veleran, arrived, having
traveled over sixly miles to get to her
mother whiie her **HBrotber Mormong??
were there, fulfliling another expressed
wish of Grandmna,

Through the comforting 1L fluence of
the Holy .8pirit the Chociaw gonfer-
e.ge was a spiritual succese, and will
no doubt resuil io a great amount of
good to the Ludian Terriiory mission,
Ouar next OUgctober conlerence will he
held here, when  we hope to dedjoste
to the Liora another meeting hyuse,

Repectitilly,
ANDREW KIMBALL,

Written for this. Paper,

A GREAT COAL FIELD.

RED CanyoN, Wye, Jau, 15, 1864, —
The coaifietd of Almy, if consider-
ed from 8 commercial point of view,
when in futl working oidet is one of
the leading indueiriee of the RBear
River valley and finde employment
for some six hundred workmen, in
addition to & large number of persons
outside the mining campes, Who are
more or less dependent on this business
center for a ltvelihood.

The mineral lies on the east side of
the valley and runs north and south
from No. 5, 8 distance of elght males
and eastward about five miles, which
glves an aren of anout 25,600 ' acres of
what is generally considersd opur
best coal. From the experiments made
in difterent patts of the measure it fs
questionabte whether the coat on the
north eide of the limit above pamed
can be classifled as good marketgble
coal) although it can be used for com-
mon if not for geueltal | urposes.

The overlaying messure: are about
7-20 feet thick and they are of a loose
frugmentary auture, and contain no
sclid formation suitable for building
purposes, but the underlying measures,
in cioce proximity to the coal, contain
a fine thin measure of ¢lay of superior
quality and it 18 to this e¢lay the agent
wust look &s the principal cause of
the graduni upheaval of the floor of
the entries and roos of the mineg,

The mines are opened from the sur-
face on thesice of the bills by means
of open drifts, levels or slopes, and the




