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to give up apd much to learu from
each other, before n coinplete unity
could be secured. In thils struggle,
various quustions were brought up
{‘g{ discussion, and nmonygst others
is:
Qught not u Gentile convert to first
be circumuised and promise to keep
the law, before he was baptized anu
incorporated in the Church? Many
Juwish converls hield that this was
opecessary. For to them the en-
trapce to the Church ought to be
through the Mosaic dispeusation, W
Genliles ag it has been to Jews. But
the (Gentiles covsidered this ap un-
uecessary, circuitous road to the
Church, bolding that the acceptance
of Christ and his ordivauces was all
that should be required. Here was
a difficult question to decide, and
the principle involved was one of
vital importance to the whole
Christian community. The dan-
ger of n aplit was great. But the
church had inspired leaders, men
who communed with God. To
them the question wus referred.
And theydecided it,not ouly accord-
ing to theSeriptures,but nccorling to
the revelation given for the oden-
sion, ‘It seemed good,” they sy,
“‘to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to
lay upou you pno greater burden
thap these necessary things; that ye
abstain from meats offered to idols,
and from blood, and from thiogs
_strapgled, snd from fornication;
from which if ye keep yourselves ye
shali do well.?? (Acts xv, 28, 28.)
Here isn decision arrived at under
the direct Influcuce of the Holy
Ghost, nnd one¢ that brought upity
juto the churches apnd joy amoug
the various Gentile branches.

Tbus we see exemplified the ob-
ject of continuous revelstion, and
the necessity of It. Without it
unity canuot be preserved. “That
yemay Le one® ns Christ is one
with His Father, s, however, the
very essence ofChristinnity,the mark
on which it can be distinguished
from the -‘world,”” which is all
strife and contention. Destroy the
unity aod Christianity is gone, or,
gince unity ls impossible without
continuous revelation, abandon such
revelation, and Christianity is no
more.

It is noticeable that the Chris.
tiam churches, as long  as
the fospired men were uamong
them and they listen- d to

their words, kept clearofall schemes.
So {ong, we say, but no longer.
For soon men arose who thought
themselves too wise to listen to the
counse] of the inspired men. Awvd
such imposed themselves upon ithe
church with big words and subtle
sophistry, thusdrawiug many away
from the path of rigbhteousnese. This
wan the work of the spirit of Anti-
Christ, and the result was sehisms,
secta. But still the spirit of
revelation liogered among the
churches, uniting the hvoest every-
where in.the tove of Glod and of cne
another, until after a lony atruggle,
amid persecution from the outside
and rebellion trom the inside of the
Chutch the spiritof revelation was
withdrawn. ““The child was taken
up to the throne of God.” (Rev. xlj,
5). The light gave way to darknesa.
Not that the Christian Churches
hecame annibilated, not that the

doctrines preached by Christ or, if 1
80 muy say, the Christian theology
at once vanished. Ng! It wus all
there, but wrapped in darkuess.
Suppose yourself on a ship trying
to make for the harbor on a durk,
stormy night. There are the lights
aloug the shore, according to whose
guiding rays alopeyovu eansteer your

course. But suppose all these lights
are suddepnly extinguished. You
cau see no more where to go.  All

your calculations are in vain. Those
rays of lights from the lighthouses
were just as necessary for your
safety as are your maps apnd your
compass. Something analogous to
tirie happened to the world, or.
rather to the Christian Churches.
The guidiog light of coutinuous re-
velation was extinguished and the
ship left in darkvess. At what
precise time this ook place we do
oot presume tosay. Butit js certain
thatthe time of revelation did pot
extend much beyond the age of the
apostles. The Church was still there
for some years, but the lighthouses
were not shinlng.

W hat followed? The most piti-
able confusicu. The leaders of
the church, po longer guided by
inspiration, were unnble to preserve
love aod unity. Factions became
numerous uud each faclion leader
claimed the supreme authority for

Contesta for prwer ensued

%l_imﬁell.
iccompanied by scandalous scvnes,

The chureh was abandoned, each
fagtion constructing their own raft
und each steering their own course,
oceasiovally trying to sink other
rufts as these by wind awl cuorrent
were driven abvut.  This wus the
result of the withdrawal of divine
revelation.

People were iu total darkpess.
Chey split on the most triviul quest-
lonsas well us over the more im-
portaut ones.  What are we to think
when we rend the ‘‘history of the
Church ?and find that<Christians®?
were tryiog to find out whether
Christ was a renl man or ooly an
apparition! Or whereto hal truth
yowe, when, ulter luu% struggles
about the doctrine of the Godheaud, it
was ttoally decided, sasthe standarg
of orthodoxy, that: ¢l ncomprehen-
aille is the Father, incomprehensibie
is the 8on, and ivecomprehensihle is
The Holy Ghost; yet not three in-
comprehensgibles but one,” {Bym-
bolum Athan.}? Christ snys: “This
ia eternal life, that they may kuow
thee, the ouly true God, and Jesus
Christ whom thou has sent.?’ (Isainh
17, 3); Paul prays tbat he may
kpow Christ and the power of His
resurrection,  (Phiiippians, 4, 7-10);
and John suys that we, by keeping
(God’s commandments, know that
we “koow?* Him. (I John, 2. 8), but
the Church, us oon a8 the spirit or
revelation was declared, that she
was in darkoess. God, she suid, is
incomprehensible.  The contraat is
so conspicuous that ooly a blind
men can help seeing it.

This spirit of darkness stil) en-
wraps the whole ¢“Cbristian’ world.
The work of dissolution has been
going on all tire time, and ia atill go-
ing ou. The “Christiank’’ stanid
agaiust cach other like enemies ou a
hattlefleld. Nobody knows where to
seek or to find truth. Has the Ro-
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man Catholic church the truth? or
the Coptic? or the American? or

the Reformed church? orthe ehurch

of Eogland? Or Luther’s faction?

Or Methodists or Baptists? or Presby-.
teriaps?or Irvingiins or Adventists?

or Universalists? or Quakers? Which

has the treth? Which faction is the

Church of Christ?

Paul says that factions are the re-
sult of a “carnal?” condition; For
wherens there is among you envy-
ings, and strife, an divisions,
are ye not carpal, and walk
as men?’” {1 '‘Coriothians 8. 8}
The *Christian?’? world todey,
the upostl: then declaies to
be a “‘carnsl” christendom. Butto
be carnally minded, we further
learn (Rom. &: 6, 7}, Is “‘death,’” and
“enmity against God.”? The Christ-
inn world today is therefore in a
state of “death?” and ‘“enmity
against God.””> The word of God
has prooounced this judgment,
and all as a consequence of their
huving Jdespised and rejected con-
tinucus revelation from God. :

This suggests the remedy to be
applied: Divioe Revelation.

od bas promiscd, in the last days,
“And it shall come to pass after-
ward that I will pour oul. My Bpir-
it upon nl] flesh} and your sons and
your daughters shall prophesy,
your old men shall dream dreums,
your young men shall see visions
.+ . . . and it shall come to
pass that whosoever shall call outhe
name of the Lord shall be delivered:
for in Mount Zion aod in Jerusalem
shall tw deliverance, as the Lord
hath said, and in the remnant
whom the Lord shall call”’ {Joel 2;
28—33). And this promise God
will fulfil. Revelations are neces-
sary for the dellverance of His pecple
lull,heae last days, and God is fuith-
ful.

Already the light of revelation
has broken through the durk clouds
of medizeval errors. The prophets
of God have agaiu spoke. , revealing
God’s way of ealvation. Will the
“Christian’?  worid believe? Or
will they llke the Jews formerly re-
ject the light of revelatiou to their
own dampation? .

Ope objection, aud only one,
wemay meet in hringlog this ar-
ticle to a cluse. It may be said that
Qod prohibits people from adding
aoythiug to the Blble, since Johu
the revelator says: *“If any man:
shall add uot) these thiogs, Gud
shall add upote him the plaguea that
are written in this book?” (Rev.
22,18). Tho prohibition is given
fuor any “*mau?’ to add anything of
his own to the Book of Revelation,
or to the word of Ged. And woe to
the man who ir preposterous enough.
to add his own produetions to the
sacred compositions of God! But
peither this passage nor any ether
passage in the Bible states that God
would pever any more reveal any-
thing. Gou does not probibit him-
self from nddiog whatever He
thinks pnecessary.

In fact, God has added to the
volume of the New Testament
since the Bouk of Revelation was
written. The goapel of Jubn, and,
in nll probabillty, the three cplrties
of John, were all written afler the
Book of Revelation. 'The latest.



